Variants – More detail for “Soldier Emperor”

By Roger F. Deal, Esq. 

(1) Several players have noted that leader casualties in this and its sister game “Soldier King” seem to be unreasonably high. Here’s a fix: All combats lasting one or two rounds cause a leader casualty on a roll of “2” on 2d6 (snake eyes). All combats lasting three or more rounds cause a casualty on a “2” or “3”. All leaders present when the shooting starts are effected. 

(2) When the event cards for “Warsaw”, “Italy”, “Holland” or “The Rhine” are played, they are returned to the deck. These events do not occur more than once, the second time they are played they represent either “Serbia Revolts!” or “Swedish Succession”, as declared by the player who plays them. None of these cards may be played more than twice and they are discarded after both these additional events occur. 

Serbia: If Serbia is ruled by Turkey, a 2-2 and a 1-2 are placed there along with the leader Petrovic (2). If any other country controls Serbia, only the 1-2 and Petrovic appear. In addition, the rebels are presumed to own the defensive strength. Serbia will ally with no one and these units never leave Serbia. Until Serbia is conquered it yields NO income or recruits.

Sweden: Bernadotte is placed in Stockholm. Any existing alliances with Sweden are severed and ALL Swedish units are also placed in Stockholm. Countries may ally with Sweden after this event but Spain does so at -2.

(Rob Markham has pronounced these ideas to be “interesting”)

(3) “New Leader” cards seem to last longer than the number of leaders. In order to get a bit more mileage out of them and to add some more period flavor, at the option of the player playing them (out of leaders or not) they can represent the following: 

Britain: William Pitt the Younger rallies his countrymen: a 1-2 or 2-2 army is placed at once in any British home area.  

Prussia: Louise of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, Queen of Prussia rallies her husband. As the British event but only through 1810 (Sigh, and she was such a cutie-pie too.)

Russia: “Decembrists” As the British event. 
Turkey: “Young Turks” As the British event (OK, so these events happened after the period covered by the game. It was a time of political ferment and they coulda happened.) After this or the Russian event the ring-leaders are shot/garroted. 

Spain: Manual de Godoy, “Prince of Peace” (sic.) rallies the tax-collectors: As the British event but only if Castile has not been occupied by a foreign power. Additionally it also acts as “Graft and Corruption” in Spain in the year it is played. 
Austria: Prince Klemens Wenzel von Metternich: After peace is concluded and in the same turn, Austria may very any one of the terms by one area or military unit or 5 money points. 

In addition any one country except France may play the following one time: Madame Germaine deStael, nee’ Necker, safe in Switzerland with her lover Francois-Rene’ deChateaubriand, generates anti-Imperial propaganda; French player must remove one unit of his/her choice either from the map or “in production”. (Germaine could have married Wm. Pitt; now there’s a thought. She turned him down in favor of M. deStael, Swedish ambassador to France, because she couldn’t see giving up France for England, a country where it rains all the time and they have 300 religions and only one sauce.)

France: any three of the following, each only once:

Joseph Fouche’, Duke of Otranto: cancels “Mdm. deStael”.

Prince Charles-Maurice deTallyrand-Perigord, ex-Bishop of Autunn: After peace is concluded in which another power surrenders to France and in the same turn, France may add one additional condition limited to one additional territory or unit or 5 money points. 

Armand A.L. deCaulaincourt, Duke of Vicenza: After peace is concluded with another power in which France surrenders and in the same turn, France gets back one territory or unit or up to 5 money points, French player’s choice. (“I was regarded as ‘l’homme de la paix’ at that time” i.e. 1814)

Charles Fox and/or the Lake Poets spread admiration for the revolution: Britain must remove one unit of the player’s choice either from the map or ‘in production’. Can negate or be negated by “Wm. Pitt”.
Czar Alexander supports the “Rights of Man” for a season: An alliance between Russia and any power (except France) is broken. It can be renewed next turn.
Joseph, King of Spain: France takes control of Castile.  

(4) The Continental System: At the beginning of each Winter turn, each power can reduce British income by half of the amount by which they reduce their own income, fractions rounded up. This does not apply if any British home port is blockaded. This can be a surrender term.  

