
This is a record of a solitaire game of Soldier Kings, in which I played the British/Prussian alliance on one side, and the French/Austrian alliance on the other.  

SPRING, 1756:
I discovered the rule in the scenario booklet that players have a Diplomacy Phase just before beginning the campaign game, which allows Britain and France to lend money to their poverty-stricken allies.  Both countries do this.  After playing an abortive game in which I failed to keep enough money and manpower to maintain the powers’ armies and fleets, I begin this time a bit more conservatively.  Austria, Britain, and France each buy a fleet (French 2), which will appear in Spring, 1757.  All the major powers each buy an army which appear in Fall, 1756.  

Prussia conducts illegal recruiting, stealing 3 manpower from Austria.  Keith arrives to reinforce Prussian leadership.  Prussia now tries to ally with Poland.  All four major powers spend to bribe and counter-bribe.  In addition, Prussia tries to intimidate with their army, but to no avail.  Poland stays neutral.

Prussia then tries again, playing another Minor Country Alliance card! Both Austria and Britain spend money to influence the outcome, and again Poland remains neutral.

Frederick then sends a weak army into Silesia to screen against possible invasion by the Austrians, while he leads the bulk of his army against the Saxons.  He decides to probe against the Saxons, daring them to stay and fight, since the combat ratios are 22 to 8.  The Saxons retreat to Bohemia.  Frederick conducts a leisurely and economical campaign of besieging and conquers Saxony.  The Saxon garrisons manage to inflict a step loss, however.  

Charles joins the Austrians in Wien.  The Saxons and Austrians march into Silesia, chasing the Prussian screen back to Berlin.  Brown decides to spend a little extra to ensure the ensuing siege is successful, and his premonition about bad luck is accurate.  On the first round of the siege, he destroys only 2 of the 4 forts, losing a step in the process.  On the second round, he destroys only 1 more! Silesia remains unconquered, providing Frederick a golden opportunity to ride to the rescue in the summer.

The British commence a campaign to eradicate the French navy.  The French began the scenario with their fleets dispersed—one in India, one in Lower Canada, one in the Leeward Islands.  If I were to do it over, I would have the French seek protection in the Central Atlantic or some other ocean where they can’t be intercepted.  Hawke sails to Lower Canada to attack Galisonniere.  In a dramatic reverse for the British, Hawke fails to achieve any damage on the initial attack, while Galisonniere inflicts a step loss on the British fleet! The French fleet then escapes to the Western Atlantic.  In your face, King George!

The French fleets flee to the Central Atlantic to hide out.  Meanwhile, D’Estrees remains in Paris with his decidedly out-classed French army.

SUMMER, 1756:

What at first appeared to be a splendid opportunity to recover Silesia and stomp the Austrian army turned into a nightmare.  First, one of Frederick’s two best armies suffered from troop revolts, immobilizing it in Saxony.  Then, the other crack army marched to Mecklinburg in response to bad intelligence reports.  With his best troops thus distracted, Frederick decided he could not take on the Austrians.  Instead, he marched into Bohemia and commenced a siege operation.  The Bohemians fell, but not before inflicting a couple of losses, leaving Frederick’s army weak.  Still, he reasoned that if the Austrians came after him, he could easily retreat into Saxony.

Instead, the Austrians used the opportunity to complete the conquest of Silesia.

The French and British did not conduct any significant operations.

FALL, 1756:

Prussia spent the fall gathering her armies in Berlin and Bohemia.  Meanwhile, Brown vacillated and remained in Silesia.

The British navy left a fleet in New England and took the remainder of the fleet to the Caribbean both to secure English resources and to deny the French the fruits of their rich holdings.  But the French out-foxed the British when they sortied into the Western Atlantic, blockaded the English in New England, and were able to get their merchant convoys safely out of Canada.  Then, they allied with a pirate fleet in the Caribbean, thus securing their resources there.  A great turn for the French.

Except on land.  D’Estrees, having received reinforcements, decided it was time to cooperate with the Austrians against Frederick.  He led his armies into Hesse, where he expected an easy time of it.  The purpose of the campaign was to open up invasion routes towards Saxony and Hanover.  Brown easily chased off the Hessian defenders, but in the ensuing campaign to reduce Hessian defenses, his army was mauled.  What was worse, he failed to complete the subjugation, thus leaving his army without winter quarters.  Frederick, although he could have attacked the French, decided to let the weather do the job.

WINTER, 1756:

The French army was devastated, losing five steps, including two armies destroyed.  All others survived the winter.

With resources collected and loans made, the combatants were ready for round two.

SPRING, 1757:

The Austrians repaired an army and bought one more (Fall).  Their new fleet arrived in Croatia.

The Brits bought another fleet (Spring, 1758).

The French repaired their three armies in Hesse and bought two new armies.  Their two new fleets arrived in Brittany.

The Prussians decided to save manpower and money and so bought nothing.

This is a fairly dramatic moment.  The ensuing initiative phase is important, because the French navy in America is at risk if it doesn’t escape.  Likewise, the situation in Central Europe will probably favor whoever strikes first.

Order of play:  France, Prussia, Austria, Britain.  It looks like the French navy will escape, but the Austrians could be in trouble.

Having discovered over Consim that fleets starting in different areas can move to a common coastal area and attack together, four French fleets converge on Southern England to attack the lone British fleet at anchor there.  In the ensuing fight, not a single bit of damage is done by either side.  The Brits retreat into the North Sea, and the French to the Eastern Atlantic.

St. Germaine joins D’Estrees in Hesse, where the two leaders decide to continue the siege operations there—Prussians be damned.  They reduce Hesse quickly.

The Royal Navy, now facing a considerable French fleet in the Eastern Atlantic, opted to return all fleets to Southern England, where they could either mass against the French fleets, or aid the war in Europe.  Wolfe arrived in New England.

SUMMER, 1757:

France bought two sepoys in India and placed them in South Carnatic in preparation for a possible attack into British Madras.

Austria bought another army.

Britain bought two sepoys in response to the French provocation, and by luck of the draw, Britain got the good ones, while France got the poor ones.  Madras appears safe.

Charles and Brown left a screening force in Silesia and marched into Bohemia to take on Frederick.  The odds were 20 to 19.  Frederick elected to retreat to Saxony, in order to have the option of bringing the other portion of his army into the fight from Berlin.  The Austrians retook Bohemia without loss.

The French navy, despite the threat to their coast from the massed Royal Navy, fled to the Central Atlantic to await opportunity.  There’s no use getting bottled up in port and destroyed.  The French army remained in Hesse.

The Brits decided to get aggressive.  They transported a small army to Gascony and sieged it, taking control without losses.  Because the French army is so far away, there does not appear to be anyway for the French to get it back soon.  Wolfe then marched on Upper Canada with a provincial force.  A disaster ensued, with the provincials being wiped out by French defenses.  Wolfe has no army left.

Prussia made overtures to Turkey, and both Prussia and Austria spent heavily in bribes.  Turkey remained neutral.  Frederick and Keith then marched into Silesia, chased away the Austrian screen, and recaptured the province.

FALL, 1757:

Britain and Prussia both go before France/Austria, thus getting two turns in a row.  The down side of this is it allows the French navy to play tricks on the British again.

The Royal Navy departs Gasconny with their raiders.  A small fleet with the British army sails to New England, where Wolfe takes command.  This move, easily countered by the French navy, at least forces them to risk blockading the British.  The rest of the Royal Navy sails to the Caribbean, where it destroys the pro-French pirate fleet.

Frederick tries a daring move.  He sends Schwerin and three armies south into Wien, where a lone Austrian army is screening.  Unfortunately, irregulars arise, along with local assistance (six!), thus halving Schwerin’s strength and presenting a considerable army in defense.  Schwerin attacks and destroys the Austrian army, taking only one loss in return! However, the subsequent attempt to siege the territory ends in failure, and Schwerin retreats.

The Austrians under Brown marched into Saxony, which they easily reduced and captured.  Then, two armies under Charles marched through Saxony into Magdeberg to disrupt Prussian resources.  They would have marched into Mecklinberg or Berlin, too, but the Prussians burned bridges, and immobilized the Austrians.  Still, the loss of Saxony and Magdeberg is a severe blow to the Prussian war effort.

Another bad turn for the luckless French.  The French fleets sortied from the Central Atlantic into the Western Atlantic and then blockaded the British fleet in New England, thus cutting off the British from their North American supplies again.  But the French also decided on a high risk foray into the Caribbean with one small fleet.  Hawke intercepted and damaged the fleet, forcing it to move off.  So one again, the Caribbean riches are kept from the French.

Back in Europe, D’Estrees marched into Hanover, whereupon the British army there suffered troop revolts, took a step loss, and retreated to Mecklinberg.  Fine so far.  But then the French sieged Hanover and failed to reduce it.

To make matters worse, two new French armies appeared in the south of France.  They moved into Gasconny to retake the province from the British raiders, but the British defenders damaged and retreated both armies, thus retaining the province.

WINTER, 1757:

No attrition.  

SPRING, 1758:

Ah, spring.  When young men’s fancies turn to slaughter.  The Brits buy a provincial army, which will materialize in Fall.  The Prussians buy an army and repair two more.  The Austrians buy two armies.  The French buy two armies and repair two more.  

The French debase their currency.  Britain tries to get Russia to join the war effort.  Britain, France, and Austria pay heavily in bribes, and Russia stays neutral.  

Hawke sailed into the Western Atlantic and damaged a French fleet.  Meanwhile, a new, powerful British fleet set sail for India.

Henry joined Frederick to help bolster the Prussian cause.  The problem in central Europe is the see-saw campaigning between the Austrians and Prussians.  Obviously the most destabilizing thing that might happen would be a minor ally showing up, but so far that hasn’t happened.  Frederick contemplates how to gain the upper hand…

…and came up with nothing.  No matter how you slice it, any fancy maneuver leaves part of the army weak and subject to attack.  Leaving a screening army in Silesia, Frederick and the rest of the army and leaders marched into Magdeburg and chased Charles back to Saxony.

The Austrians counter-march into Silesia, chase away the screen, and take down the defenses, once again seizing the province.  They also built two new armies.

The French build two armies also.  Then, the French navy scores a significant victory when Galisonnierre takes two fleets into the South Atlantic, finds the British fleet en route to India, and destroys it without loss! Regrettably, French land forces continue their dismal record.  Two fresh armies march into Gascony and are again defeated by British defenses there.  Meanwhile, D’Estrees takes the main French force and decides to cooperate with the Austrians by marching into Saxony.  This is an attempt to push the balance in Central Europe against the Prussians, because now to retake Saxony, Frederick must go through the French first.

