Guadalajara 1937 MMP  By ER Bickford

8 March 1937

The 5th Volunteers group advanced along the road toward Abanades, where it met a Republican unit in the woods. Italian artillery advanced to the rear. The 6th Volunteers Group advanced along the primary road toward Guadalajara. By-passing the Republican Communist 5th battalion, the 6th pressed on to engage the Republicans at Almadrones. The 8th Group also advanced along the primary road to meet the Communist battalion. The Fiamme Nere Divisional HQ pulled up to support the opening attack.

The Spanish 2nd America Battalion moved to block the isolated Republican 20th Julio battalion. The Spanish 6th and 8th Victoria Infantry battalions advanced toward Castajon de Henares, where they proceeded to overrun. The Leones Rojos battalion was defending and took heavy losses, but refused to be dislodged.

The Spanish Villalba Brigade was ordered to attack Jadraque. The 6th Aragon and the 3rd San Quintin battalions moved in from the road to the north. The Sotelo Brigade advanced along the road through the village of Bujaro to the east of Jadraque. The Spanish unit had tanks along with them. The Pita Da Veiga Cavalry advanced along a track toward the Badiel River. 

Italian artillery at Renales issued a barrage that had absolutely no effect. Spanish artillery units fired upon the Republican 71st Brigade in Jadraque, which left them disorganized. Italian artillery barrage the Republican Dmitroff battalion in Almadrones, leaving the unit disrupted.

The Italian 5th Group attacked the 72nd Brigade’s Aragon battalion outside of Renales to no effect. The Italian 6th Volunteers attacked the Republicans in Almadrones with no effect. The Italian 8th Group was ordered to attack the Communist Guadalajara battalion, which was blocking the primary road toward Guadalajara. The Communist infantry battalion was wrecked. The Impavida and Ardita battalions advanced along with the CRS tanks. 

The Spanish Villalba Brigade attempted an attack on the Republican units holding Jadraque, but the attack stalled. The Spanish Sotelo Brigade renewed its attack on the village of Castajon de Henares. This time it succeeded in pushing the LR battalion out. The Spanish forces captured Castajon de Henares. [2VP] 

The Impavida and CRS tanks attempted to overrun the Republican artillery battalion but this attack failed. The Inesorabile and Invincible battalions moved along the track between the primary road and the road along the Tajuna River, toward Brihuega. The Italian Audace battalion captured the unoccupied village of Alaminos. [1VP] The Fiamme Nere Division HQ advanced along the track outside of Hontanares. 

The Italian 4th Volunteers Group with tanks attempted to overrun the Republican units trapped in Mirabueno, but the attack bogged down. The Spanish Ibanez de Aldecoa Brigade attempted an attack against Jadraque. The Alacante Rojo 1st battalion took substantial losses and the Republicans were forced to retreat. The Spanish Ibanez Brigade captured Jadraque. [5VP] The Pita de Veiga Cavalry captured the unoccupied village of Argacilla. [1VP] 

The Republican 71st Brigade retreated to the village of Miralrio. The Dinamiteros Cavalry squadron moved through Torre del Burgo toward Hita. Grupo de Asalto Lozano battalion moved through Torija along the primary route. The Esparticus battalion (71st) and the Primero de Mayo battalion (48th) passed through Torija along the road toward Brihuega. Teruel battalion (48th) and Pueblonuevo battalion (50th) pulled out of Torija and moved along the road toward Palacio de Don Luis. 

 9 March 1937 [9VP]

The Inesorabile battalion moved through Brihuega and on to the high ground on the road to the west. [5VP] The Invincible battalion moved to Brihuega as a garrison. The Italian Impavida battalion with tanks overran the Republican artillery group along the primary road outside of Almadrones. The artillery was obliterated. The Ardita battalion moved past the village of Ledanca.  The Audace battalion moved toward the Republican units defending Cogollor. 

The Spanish Sotelo Brigade advanced with tanks to the outskirts of Miralrio. Spanish engineers and a MG company captured the village at Carrescosa de Henares. [2VP] The Pita de Veiga Cavalry captured the unoccupied village of Utande. [1VP] 

Italian artillery barraged the Republican Aragon battalion outside of Renales, leaving it disorganized. Artillery had no effect against the 20th Julio battalion holed up in Mirabueno. A heavy artillery barrage disrupted the Dmitroff battalion in Almadrones. 

The Spanish Sotelo Brigade with tanks attacked the Republicans defending the village of Miralrio. The 71st Brigade was forced to retreat as the Spanish Nationalist captured and occupied Miralrio. [2VP] The Spanish 8th Victoria battalion attacked the isolated Leones Rojos battalion to no avail. 

The Italian Nationalists attacked the Dmitroff battalion in Almadrones. The Republican unit was destroyed and the Italians captured the village. [2VP] The 20 Julio battalion was destroyed in an attack at Mirabueno. 

The Italian 5th group attacked the Republican units defending the flank of Abanades. The Italian Ardente battalion took heavy losses as the Nationalist were repulsed.

The Audace battalion attacked the Republican Guardia Civil detachment at Cogollor and forced it to retreat. The Italians captured Cogollor. [2VP] 

The Republican Alacante Rojo 1 battalion pulled back to the village of Muduex. The Alacante Rojo 2 battalion pulled back to Padilla de Hita. The 11th Division of Republican Internationals moved along the primary road to Gajanejos. 

10 March 1937 [23VP]

The Genio Engineers captured the unoccupied village at Yela. [1VP] The Italian volunteer replacements poured in from north of the Badiel River. The Spanish Nationals advanced to meet the Republicans at Padilla de Hita. 

None of the Nationalist barrages had any significant effect. The Spanish Sotelo Brigade attacked the Republican battalion holding Padilla de Hita. The attack went quite well and the Alacante Rojo 2nd battalion was destroyed. The Spanish tanks became disabled as Padilla Hita fell to the Nationals. 

The Republican 35th Brigade arrived at Hita with armored cars and the Apoyo battalion (71st) moved to the east flank of Hita with T-26’s. The Triunfo Battalion moved along the road from Espinosa de Henares toward Hita. The Guadalajara 1st battalion occupied Espinosa de Henares, and Guadalajara 2nd battalion covered the east flank. The Pablo Iglesias battalion occupied Cogolludo. The Pi y Margall battalion moved off from the primary road to Muduex. 

The Pueblonuevo battalion and Teruel battalion moved into the hills west of Brihuega. Reinforcements arrived and used trucks to move in to buttress the forces at Gajanejos. 

11 March 1937 [24VP]

 The Spanish Ibanez brigade advanced along the railroad to attack the republican units north of the Henares River. The Spanish 8th Bailen battalion advanced toward Hita and met the Dinamiteros infantry company and attempted to overrun it. The Republican unit was destroyed. Two battalions of the Villalba Brigade moved to attack the Republicans at Muduex. 

Four Italian Volunteer battalions with Tanks advanced to attack the Republican forces holding Gajanejos. 

The Lupi and the Scire battalions advanced with flame-thrower tanks toward the defenders at Masegoso de Tejuna. The Italian 4th Division captured the village at Las Inviernas. [1VP]

The Littorio Brigade arrived as reinforcements. Spanish artillery issued a barrage against the Republican garrison in Muduex but incurred little damage. Italian artillery fired at the garrison in Gajanejos and left the defenders disrupted. Italian artillery fire had no effect on the Republican units in Masegoso de Tejuna. Artillery fire disorganized a Republican infantry battalion outside of Renales. 

The Italian 5th Volunteers attacked the Republican Aragon battalion in the woods outside of Renales. The Republican unit took heavy casualties but continued to hold the flank.  The Italian Nationals attacked the republican units in Masegoso de Tejuna. Both sides’ tanks became disabled. The Guardia Civil Infantry company was wrecked and the cavalry continued to hold the city. 

The Italian Volunteers attacked the Republican nationals holding out at Gajanejos. The Infantry battle was uneventful and neither side took substantial losses, but the Italians lost a number of tanks.

The Spanish Nationalist attacked the Republican Guadalajara 2nd Battalion holding the flank at Espinosa de Henares. The Republican unit was decimated.

The Republican Argon Division pulled back across the Tejuna River near Abanades. The Grupo del Asalto Barceno advanced to Trijueque, with the 2nd and 3rd armored car companies. The Republican artillery barrage against the Inesorabile battalion had no effect.

12 March 1937 [25VP]

The Spanish Sotelo Brigade attempted to overrun the Republicans outside of Hita, but became bogged down. The Ibanez de Aldecoa advanced north toward Cogolludo. 

The 4th Volunteers Group attempted to overrun the Republican cavalry at Masegoso de Tejuna. The cavalry was wrecked and the Italian Toro battalion and Bisonte battalion captured Masegoso. [3VP] 

The Spanish artillery units combined to barrage the Republicans at Muduex, but failed to disrupt their activities. Italian artillery barraged failed to inflict any significant damage on the garrison at Gajanejos. 

The Spanish Nationals attacked the Republican units on the outskirts of Hita and were severely repulsed. The BFBA battalion took a number of losses. The Spanish Villalba and Sotelo brigades attacked Muduex. The Republican Pi y Margall battalion took heavy casualties and their T-26’s became disabled. 

The Nationalists attacked the Spanish units holding Gajanejos and were repulsed. The Ardita battalion took heavy losses.

More Republican reinforcements arrived and buttressed the line behind Gajanejos. Interdiction missions were assigned along the primary road between Almadrones and Ledanca and along the road to the south between Masegoso de Tejuna and Brihuega. SB-2’s and I-15’s and I-16’s were seen harassing the Nationals. The Republican Nationals 11th Brigade attacked the Italians outside of Gajanejos but was repulsed by the Nationalists and Italian tanks. The Andre Marty Cavalry battalion took loses and the entire force was forced to retreat. 

13 March 1937 [28VP]

Republican I-15’s and 16’s strafed the CRS units moving toward the front near Ledanca, leaving the Italian units disorganized. 

Parts of the Spanish Ibanez Brigade advanced to the outskirts of Cogolludo poised to attack. The Spanish units (Sotelo and Villalba) outside of Hita pulled back to Padilla de Hita. 

Republican aircraft hit units of the 9th Brigade, which were moving along the Tajuna River Road, leaving the force temporarily paralyzed. The Tempesta battalion took some losses. The Tembian, Amba Uork, and Carso battalions moved safely toward Brihuega. 

Spanish artillery fire against the Republican units holding Muduex had no effect. Italian artillery fire left the Republican units in Gajanejos demoralized. Artillery fire against the MG unit south of Brihuega had no effect. 

The Spanish Ibanez Brigade launched an attack against the Republican Pablo Iglesias battalion in Cogolludo. The City fell to the Ibanez as the Republican unit took heavy losses and retreated. [5VP]

The Spanish Villalba Brigade launched an all-out attack on the village of Muduex. The Garibaldi battalion of the 12th Brigade defended the city but was forced to retreat after sustaining heavy losses. Additionally the Pi y Margall battalion was destroyed an Muduex fell to the Nationalists. [2VP]

Italian forces from the Fiamme Nere Division and the Dio Lo Vuole Division attacked the Republicans at Gajanejos. The German Edgar Andre Infantry battalion took heavy casualties, as did the Thaelmann Infantry. Despite this the Republicans continued to hold Gajanejos. 

The weakened German Infantry units were pulled out of Gajanejos and replaced by two Communist units, Juventumd Campasina and Campasino. 

The Republican 65th Brigade moved into position south of the Tajuna River. The Communist 1st Bisonte Brigade moved to the west of Brihuega. 

The International Artillery group fired on the Nationalist units outside of Gajanejos, with little effect. Artillery fired on the Nationalist units holding Brihuega with little effect. The Republican 72nd Brigade launched an attack against the Ardente battalion of the 5th Group and destroyed it.  

14-15 March 1937 [35VP]

The Italian Volunteers 2nd Group pulled off from the primary road, adjacent to the Badiel River. The 1st and 2nd brigades from the Littorio Division advanced along the primary road toward Gajanejos. 

Spanish artillery fired a barrage at the Italian Garibaldi Infantry battalion with negligible effects. Italian Corp Troupe Volunteer Artillery fired a barrage at the Communist units in Gajanejos, which left the Republican units disorganized. Italian Corp Troupe Volunteer Artillery issued a barrage against the Spanish 65th Brigade on the south side of the Tajuna River. The barrage had no effect. 

A mixed battalion joined the Spanish Sotelo Brigade in an attack on the Italian Garibaldi battalion. Republican I-15 aircraft intervened and strafed the attackers. The Italian unit was wrecked. 

Units from the Fiamme Nere and Dio Lo Vuole Divisions attacked the Republican Communists in Gajanejos. Communist I-16’s intercepted the attack. The Campesino Infantry battalion took heavy loses and the Nationalist tanks became disabled. The Republicans still hold the village with Communist infantry and T-26’s. 

The 70th Anarchists Brigade arrived through Torija and began its trek toward Brihuega. Republican artillery issued fire against the Italian Volunteers to the east of Gajanejos, but the attack had limited effects. Artillery shells were fired at the Nationalist unit in Brihuega, leaving it disorganized.

The 72nd Brigade continued its excursion across the Tajuna River passing through Renales and moving toward Laranueva, threatening the Nationalists’ supply line. 

16-17 March 1937 [35VP]

Italian volunteers were pulled off-line to make room for the 1st and 2nd Brigades of the Littorio Division. Two battalions from the 5th Volunteers arrived aboard trucks to the hills north of Laranueva, in order to guard the Nationalists’ rear area.

The Spanish Arapiles MG unit took occupation of Cogolludo, while the Ibanez Brigade descended upon the Pablo Iglesias battalion at Fuencemillan. Spanish Nationalist artillery pelted the Spanish Republican units across the Badiel to the south of Muduex. 

Italian artillery barraged the Communist units in Gajanejos and left them disorganized. Italian artillery failed to disrupt the Spanish Republican forces to the south of the Tajuna River.  

The Spanish attack on Fuencemillan was repulsed by the Pablo Iglesias battalion, and the Spanish Gerona battalion took heavy losses. The Italian Littorio Division attacked the Communist units in Gajanejos. The Italian Autoblinda armored car unit was destroyed. The Republican airforce made another appearance and a squadron of SB-2’s barraged the Littorio Division. In any event, the Communist force lost the battle and was forced to retreat. The Juventud Infantry battalion took casualties. The Littorio Division’s 1st Brigade captured Gajanejos. [2VP] 

Two Spanish Republican Cavalry detachments were sent to screen the approach toward Belena to the north. The Spanish 35th Brigade moved to the flank of the Communist forces west of Gajanejos. 

Republican National artillery launched a barrage attack on the Fiamme Nere units near Gajanejos. The attack had little effect. Republican artillery issued fire against the Inesorabile battalion outside of Brihuega. This also had no effect.

The republicans launched a multi-national attack against the Fiamme Nere units on the point near Gajanejos. A squadron of SB-2’s also joined in the foray. The Nationalist defenders took heavy losses among the Temeraria and Inflessibile battalions. The defenders were forced back. 

Communist units to the west of Brihuega attacked the Inesorabile battalion [7th Group). The Italian Volunteer unit was forced back as Communist forces occupied the high ground. 

18 March 1937 [37VP]

The Spanish Nationalist dispatched detachments from the Sotelo Brigade and the Villalba Brigade to move westward along the Badiel River to outflank the republican Hita position. A Spanish cavalry screen and a mixed battalion covered the Muduex area.

Nationalist artillery pounded away at Republican units near Gajanejos, leaving some Spanish units disrupted and others unaffected. Italian artillery issued a barrage at the Communist units to the west of Brihuega. As a result, the Comuneros battalion took losses and the rest of the force was left disorganized. Italian artillery fired at the Spanish Republicans on the south side of the Tajuna River with no effect.

The Ibanez Brigade renewed its attack against the Spanish Pablo Iglesias Infantry battalion. The Republican unit was severely damaged and the Nationalists captured Fuencemillan. 

The 1st and 2nd Brigades of the Littorio Division joined in an attack against the Spanish 35th Brigade south of Gajanejos. The Spanish Edificacion brigade and the Largo Caballero battalions took significant losses and the Spanish Republican defenders were forced to retreat.

The Republican Spanish 11th and 12 Regiments moved by truck to Torre Del Burgo. A Republican artillery barrage failed to hurt the Littorio 2nd Brigade. Spanish artillery left the Italian Volunteers Bufalo battalion disorganized to the west of Brihuega.

Communist forces supported by some Republican Spanish units, followed up with an attack against the Italian Bufalo unit. The Bufalo battalion took heavy casualties and was forced to retreat toward Brihuega.  

A Republican force made up of German, French, Belgian and Polish troops attacked the Italian 1st Brigade (Littorio) in Gajanejos. Three squadrons of Republican aircraft put on a display during the battle. The Italians refused to be dislodged and the 1st Brigade took heavy casualties. 

19 March 1937 [37VP]

The Spanish Nationalist Sotelo and Villalba Brigades closed in on the rear flank of the Republican force in Hita. Engineers and Bersaglieri units from the Littorio advanced to buttress the 1st Brigade, which took heavy losses on the previous day.

Spanish Nationalist artillery issued a barrage against the Spanish Republican units east of Hita, but the attack had no effect. Italian artillery attacked the German units on the banks of the Badiel River near Gajanejos and left them disorganized. The Littorio Division’s artillery also fired upon the French and Polish units near Gajanejos, but it had relatively little effect. 

Italian artillery near Brihuega fired a barrage at Communist units approaching from the hills to the west. The Communist bivouac became disorganized as a result. Italian artillery attacked the Spanish Republican units on the bridge to the south of the Tejuna River and they became disrupted.

The Bandera de Falange de Burgos attacked the Republican armored train forcing its hasty retreat to the west along the railroad. The Spanish Sotelo Brigade attacked the Republican 2nd Guadalajara battalion outside of Hita. The Republican unit was destroyed.

The Sotelo Brigade also attacked the Republican Mangada battalion (33rd Brigade), which took casualties in order to hold the vital road connection covering the rear of the force in Hita.

Italian Volunteers launched a vehement attack against the Communists to the west of Brihuega, and the Comuneros battalion took loses. 

Spanish Republican artillery launched a barrage against the Spanish Nationalist units threatening the flank at Hita. This attack left the Sotelo Brigade in disarray. The armored train fired a barrage at the Falangists south of Fuencemillan but the strike had no success. 

Republican artillery issued fire at the Nationalist units holding onto Gajanejos, but the barrage had negligible effect. Republican artillery attempted to disrupt the Italian Volunteers west of Brihuega but the barrage had no effect.

The Republican army launched a force of Germans, French, Belgian and Polish units against the Nationalist held village of Gajanejos. SB-2’s and I-16’s were aloft and rained a heavy attack on the Nationals. The attack left the Littorio Engineer unit alone after the rest of the 1st Brigade was lost. Despite this the Republicans failed to dislodge the Italians from the village.

Communist forces in the south launched another heavy frontal attack against the Italian Volunteers near Brihuega. SB-2 aircraft joined in the attack. The Communist attack is rather successful and after taking substantial losses, the Italian Carso and Scire battalions retreated toward Villavisciosa de Tajuna. 

20 March 1937 [37VP]

The wounded Sotelo Brigade along the Badiel River pulled back to support the rest of the Spanish Nationalist on the south flank. 

Three banderas from the 8th Group moved into Gajanejos to hold it from the next expected Republican assault. Forces in the Brihuega area solidified their defense against the expected attack by Republican Communists. 

Italian artillery units fired a barrage against the German units on the banks of the Badiel River to the west of Gajanejos. The attack left the German units disorganized. Another attack by the Littorio Division artillery was ordered against the French and Polish units on the primary road west of Gajanejos. This barrage had no effect.

Italian artillery units near Brihuega barraged the Communist units on the hill and left them disorganized. An additional barrage was launched against the Spanish Republican units on the south side of the Tejuna River.  That attack had no effect.

Republican artillery missed the target at Gajanejos. The Multi-national force pressed the attack with full air support. The Italian volunteers were decimated but managed to hold the village of Gajanejos. The Impavida continued to occupy Gajanejos despite the destruction of the Intrepida and Ardita battalions. Things don’t look good for the Nationalists although they won a minor victory.
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