MMPs SCS GUADALAJERA

GT1 (Mar 8th 1937)

 Anxious to fight, the Italian Volunteers of the Fiamme Nere Division go into the attack in a head long rush.  Supported by heavy artillery, the 6th Regt and several tanks quickly assaults the Communist infantry of the 5th Guadalajara battalion in their defensive positions (hex 39.14) north of the Zaragoza-Guadalajera Road.  Seemingly before the fight begins, the communists are scattered with heavy losses, but the supporting Italian tanks suffer severe mechanical and mobility losses in the forested terrain.  Moving up behind the 6th Regt, the 8th Regt is able to cut off a Republican battalion in Mirabueno, but decides against attacking.  The last regiment, the 7th, quickly pushes its motorized troops deep into the Republican lines reaching to within 11km of Brihuega.  Not to be outdone, the Nationalists rapidly overcome their opponents.  One Republican battalion is destroyed outside of Castejon de Henares while two others are pushed out of Jadraque.  A last powerful Nationalist force crosses the river near Alcorio.  Caught unaware by the massive attack, Republican command slowly issues orders for units to move forward and into the combat zone, but the battlefield is distinctly Italian and Nationalist for the evening.

GT2

Italian commanders continue to press the advance.  A battalion of the 7th Regt and some supporting guns drive into Brihuega only hours before 3 International battalions (French and German troops) arrive in the hills above the town.  Dangerously stretched, the balance of the Italian FN Div is spaced along 30km of poor roads from Brihuega to the Start Line.  At Cogollor and Mirabueno, stay behind units of the FN Division rout weak Republican resistance but fins themselves low on supplies while also leaving the division in a poor position to defend its farthest advances.  By midday however the Penne Nere Division arrives outside of Almadrones and also prepares to go into combat.  On the Republican side lack of motor transport forces reinforcements to largely march by foot towards the Italians attackers.

GT3

With the PN Div moving up to northeast of Brihuega, the International battalions attack alongside several T26 tanks and catch the Italian defenders by surprise in the town.  A battalion of the 7th Regt is crushed along with its supporting artillery battery.  With the balance of the FN Div strung out, fighting will fall on the PN division the following day.  Elsewhere Republican forces slowly gather.  The 48th Regt and the Polish International battalion settles around Ledanca; the 71st Regt around Miralrio; and the 49th Regt near Cogolludo.

GT4

Trying to regain Brihuega, the 10th Regt of the PN Div attacks behind a strong barrage, but still losses an battalion in the attack, failing to push out the disorganized defenders.  Further attacks pit Italian, French, and Belgian Internationalists against Italian Volunteers north of the town.  Farther north, a large battle near Miralrio sees a large Nationalist cavalry detachment wiped out by T26 tanks.

GT5

Heavy fighting around Brihuega dominates the day.  Again attacking behind a barrage, 6 battalions from the PN Div push the French, German, and Spanish defenders out of Brihuega inflicting heavy losses on the Germans in particular.  In the hills above, the French-Belgian International battalion is surrounded and slaughtered -  a fate that quickly also befalls an Italian battalion near the Palacio de Ibarra.  Vicious fighting around Miralrio sees that town fall when a Spanish Nationalist battalion with armor support attacks from south of the town.  A later ill advised counterattack by the Nationalist 71st Regt costs the defenders even more men and several T26s.  In front of Ledanca, the Italian DLV Division forms up to attack the wooded defensive positions, but also sees the Italians assume risk to collapse the front.  The plan sees the Italian Littorno Div move by truck to northwest of Yela to dismount and attack over the hills to flank the 48th Republican Regt and Polish International Bn.  If successful the main road to Guadalajara may be open.

GT6

With all units of the PN Div in contact around Brihuega, the fighting intensifies.  Large Italian bombardments do little to the defenders, but a few guns and aircraft on the Republican side, directed from the high ground, disorganize several Italian bns around Brihuega.  Over the course of the day, a poor Italian attack followed by pressing counterattacks (from International units and the newly arrived Republican 65th Regt) puts Brihuega back in Republican hands along with most of the hills north of the town.  Around Ledanca, the Italians fare better.  Two defending battalions are beaten back while the Polish troops are shoved off the ridges south of Ledanca.  Reading the situation the 1st Bis Regt (communist infantry) quickly reinforces the line and prevents an Italian breakthru.

GT7

Brihuega continues to be the center of fighting.  While no major ground is gained or lost, several battalions from both sides suffer losses in the static fighting.  Nationalist forces get the same in fighting around Miralrio with both sides also losing scores of tanks and armored cars.  Lastly, Italian attacks at Ledanca bring their units to the outskirts of the village where a quick counterattack by communist infantry fails to push them back, but does destroy the better part of an Italian battalion.

GT8

The push and shove at Brihuega finally takes a swing back to the Italian side as an attack batters a German and Spanish battalion just outside the town, pushing the balance of the defenders back into the hills.  Subsequent attacks at Ledanca wrecks two weakened Republican battalions but runs into a wall of stout communist troops (now totaling 7 battalions).  In the north, the Nationalists are stopped cold by the arrival of an Anarchist battalion and a rail-borne Republican column threatening Jadraque.

GT9

After days of heavy fighting around Brihuega, the lines are quiet as both sides take stock of the situation.  Italian attempts to cut off several Republican units at Ledanca are slowly becoming more realistic as the communist and International units are steadily pushed by pounding attacks heavily supported by artillery and armor.  Only in the north do Republican units move forward.  With T26s in the lead, the 70th Anarchist Regt destroys a Nationalist battalion and moves astride the southern flank of Miralrio – a town the Nationalists can’t afford to lose.

GT10

Stealing some initiative, Republican attacks surround Miralrio and put strong forces close to Jadraque.  More attacks at Brihuega destroys a Republican battalion but brings the Italians no closer to taking the town or the hilltop positions around it.  With a chance to win the battle, the Littorno and DLV Divisions demolish 3 defending battalions and surrounding the village.  A spirited counterattack by massed communist infantry inflicts some losses on the Italians, but can’t save the situation.

GT11

A last push leaves Italian units just short of Gajanejos.  Scattered fighting shreds to Republican battalions as well as a battalion of volunteers from the DLV Div.  Brihuega again holds out and sees the threat to it reduced when two battalions from the FN Div are destroyed 4-5km north of the town.  Timely Nationalist reinforcements assist in holding Jadraque and Miralrio, but are not enough for the Nationalists to try and retake lost ground.

For now, the introduction of the Italian Corps has at best bloodied the men and drawn off Republican reserves, and at worst, given the Republican side hope that it can hold off a lavishly equipped foe.

VPs

22 (Minor Republican Victory)
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