Damocles Mission

Sunday


The Discovery blasted off at 0614, and by 1003 had achieved a geo-synchronous orbit and was closing in on the artifact.  McDowell and Payne spent the rest of the day maneuvering the shuttle to a docking point and securing the shuttle to the artifact.  That evening, the crew conducted final communications checks with Houston and final planning for the attempt at entry.  

Monday


The four man crew exited the Discovery and set up a base camp outside the artifact.  Astronaut Payne explored the proposed entry point and managed to open a hatch by using radio transmissions.  The crew entered what appeared to be a power conduit, but Payne could find no other radio emissions.  The physicist, Dr. Clayton Townsend, investigated further when suddenly, a large, whirling metal spiral with razor-sharp edges sprang out and blocked their path.  Payne suggested that if they could find a control chamber, they could turn off the spiral and thus pass through the conduit.  Until then, it’s impassable.  After consulting with each other, the crew elected to return to Discovery.  


They re-established comms with Houston and all agreed that they would have to find another entry point.

Tuesday – Saturday


McDowell and Payne search for another possible hatch, but they have a series of false leads.  Finally on Saturday, they anchor the Discovery and mount another attempt at entry.  Morale is low.


The engineer, Mr. Hosmer Radowski, detects an opening mechanism with his ohmeter, and the crew discover a control room.  Protuberances on the floor ahead seem to be electrical controls.  


As Dr. Townsend examines the instruments, he realizes he can create an instantaneous wormhole through space, which may be used for sending messages by radio-wave.  This is a major breakthrough!


Radowski successfully activated the control room.

Sunday


After a restless night, the crew discovered an accessway leading to another room.  They make their way along the corridor and prepare to enter the next room.

Monday


McDowell scans the room ahead and discovers power emanations, along with a powerful magnetic resonance.  He judges the magnetism levels to be so high that they are dangerous until the power module is turned off.  Radowski said that the first control room they were in was not able to affect the status of the power module.  The team retreated back into the control room.


They search all day for another accessway without success.

Tuesday


The crew finds an accessway.  This one is on the opposite wall from the first.  

Wednesday


Townsend finds a hatch into another control room.  The team sees a computer keyboard under a screen on a wall;  it has symbols which are found to be Old English letters.  Nothing happens when the team plays with the keyboard.  The control room appears to be off.  Payne attempts to use his radio to trigger a response.

Thursday


Payne manages to find the right frequency, and the control room turns on.  Radowski tries to activate the controls without success.

Friday


Radowski activates the control room.  Suddenly, the accessway closed!  The crew was trapped.


The crew finds another corridor on the right wall, and they prepare to move.

Saturday


Radowski investigated the new chamber with an ohmeter and found an entrance into an intelligence room.  The team discovers one of the squares in a pattern on the floor ahead controls the energy flowing through the pattern.  The energy can only be increased.  There may be possible danger.  


McDowell orders the team back into the last control room, in order to find a path back to Discovery.  

Sunday


Still looking for a route back.  They managed to find another accessway, but it was on the wall opposite from the one leading to the intelligence room.  McDowell orders the team to keep searching.  


They found an accessway back to the first control room! With a sigh of relief, the team considers its next move.  The scientists prevail upon the astronauts to go explore the other corridor.

Monday


Disaster! Townsend, attempting to gain access to the new room, caused a gravity surge throughout the artifact and caused the Discovery to be jarred loose and float free in space.  The astronauts tried in vain to guide the shuttle back, but they lost contact with it.  The team is now marooned unless they can figure out a way to maneuver the alien craft.


The team dejectedly returned to the intelligence module to continue the exploration.  They discovered an accessway across the room from the one they entered.

Tuesday


Another disaster.  Townsend, alone among the crew the most optimistic, searched the new chamber.  In his haste, he caused a triple helix in the chamber to stop rotating; a burst of radiation hit him.  The crew fell back out of the irradiated chamber, and carried Townsend back into the intelligence room.


As Payne tried to help Townsend, McDowell and Radowski got into an argument, the engineer insisting that neither of the control rooms they had found could control the impassable power modules at two of the extremes they had discovered.  


What was worse was that the accessway leading back to the second control room had closed! Once again, the team was trapped.


They searched in vain for another exit.

Wednesday


They found an exit on the left wall and moved into it.  

Thursday

After their momentary joy in finding the accessway, Payne announced that Townsend had no vital signs.  As the physicist slipped away, the team, no longer able to carry all the equipment, left the magnometer in the intelligence room, along with the body.


McDowell led the way into the new chamber, which turned out to be another blue control room, like their entrance point.  They discovered a circular chain of spheres, rotating around a large pipe set in the floor.  The pipe was covered with buttons, each with a different symbol.  The control room was not powered.

Friday


They found another corridor, but it led back the way they had come.  They continued to search.  They found another corridor leading away from their entrance point and moved out to investigate.

Saturday


Radowski tried in vain all day to open the room.

Sunday


Radowski gained entrance into another red control room.  This one was unpowered.  The strange, multicolored pattern on the floor indicated much electrical activity in the chamber, but the team could not figure out how to use it.

