12 September 1940

Italian Army HQ

Orders from El Duce to General Graziani indicate that Sidi Barrani must be captured by 15 October or else! To fulfill this directive, a Corps HQ and three divisions, artillery and five attached units will move to cross the so-called Mussolini line. An additional Corps HQ, and 4 infantry divisions 5 MG battalions and two artillery units will need to hold the rear across the Egyptian border.

23rd Corps HQ has arrived at Buqbuq and encamped. General Maletti has organized his force into three groups under himself, 1st Raggruppamento and 2nd Raggruppamento.

The first shots were fired as two squadrons of Fiat CR-42’s engaged the British fighters at Sidi Barrani. Both sides took substantial losses. After the British fighters were knocked down, two squadrons of SM-79’s barraged the airbase but failed to damage any of the British aircraft.

In reaction to this aggression, the British commander ordered a barrage against General Maletti and his troops. Of course this had no effect. A squadron of Blenheim’s sent on interdiction was reported to have harassed some of the Italian forces.

General Maletti was not dissuaded and opened with artillery fire on Sidi Barrani. Then followed through with an attack on the Commonwealth garrison, which was led by a tank battalion. Although the General put himself at great risk it was to no avail as the attacking force was seriously repulsed. This was quite unexpected considering the superiority of our forces. In any event, 1st Raggruppamento advanced on British positions.

Our current Intelligence informs us that the Commonwealth is using the Western Desert RR to move supplies forward from the Delta region. Also, convoys of trucks seem to be moving supply forward as well.

Wellington bombers attempted to strike the airstrip at Buqbuq but failed to do any consequential damage.

General Maletti took the initiative and led a second attack against Sidi Barrani. The Cirene Division took losses, but Maletti himself survived another close call. The Commonwealth appears to have lost the 3rd infantry battalion and a French unit. An anti-tank battalion continues to hold out at Sidi Barrani.

15-18 September 1940

It is reported that the Commonwealth is pulling out of Sidi Barrani.  British aircraft have been seen interdicting around Buqbuq and have been somewhat successful in hindering the advance of 1st Raggruppamento. A squadron of CR-42s eventually chased them away. The British attempted to damage the airstrip with a mission of Wellingtons but this failed. General Maletti and 63rd MG battalion captured Sidi Barrani. Cirene Division also captured the abandoned airstrip at Maktila.

Libyan Operations Group HQ arrived at Sidi Barrani and set up camp with the 28th Blackshirt Division. Several divisions, MG battalions and Light Mechanized units flowed into Egypt.

19-21 September 1940

British Gladiators performed a mission to sweep our CR-42’s at Buqbuq. This was followed by a strike by tactical bombers, but the damage was negligible. Several of our units have now occupied Alam Hammid. 

Three squadrons were sent on a mission to strike the airbase at Mersa Matruh. Two of the squadrons were comprised of Savoia Marchetti 79’s and one Ca-309 squadron. The attack commenced but failed to do any significant damage to the British airbase or aircraft.

SM-82’s barraged the British Anti-Tank unit pulling back from Sidi Barrani. No further attack was made as the British forces came to the rescue of their beleaguered unit.

 22-25 September 1940

The British launched a heavy air raid against our base outside of Tobruk. Our flak was completely ineffective and the airbase was heavily damaged. Some of the SM-82’s were damaged on the ground as well.

We have news of reinforcements. Pavia Division arriving in Tobruk, and two battalions debarked at Benghazi. Cirene Division was ordered to construct hedgehogs along the narrow corridor of the coastal road east of Sidi Barrani.

26-28 September 1940

Sandstorms swept across the entire area from the Marble Arches to Cairo. All movement has been severely hindered. Three battalions from Tripoli were able to debark at Benghazi.  Some cargo arrived at the airstrip at Amseet.

29-30 September 1940

The weather across North Africa finally cleared. Cargo began moving by sea and trucks. 10th Corps HQ arrived at Tobruk. Also reports were heard that the 20th Corps HQ is enroute from Tripoli. Meanwhile we continued stockpiling supply at Tobruk and Sidi Barrani. The port facilities are very limited, especially at Sidi Barrani. 

Two squadrons of bombers with escorts were sent to barrage the lead units of the Commonwealth Army. They inflicted punishment on the hapless units and returned safely to El Aden Airbase. Now that the target is softened, the Libyan HQ initiated an attack. 6th MG battalion led the way along with 1st Libyan Division. Our forces encountered a prepared enemy and met with unexpected disaster. Both the 63rd MG and 20th Light battalions were wrecked. A British armored battalion was observed moving into Garawla.  

1-4 October 1940

Great News! The 10th Armata platoon has arrived at Sidi Barrani! 10th Corps HQ is ordered to set up near the port at Zuetina in order to fuel units moving through the Marble Arches from Tripoli.

An air mission of tactical bombers and Fiat fighter planes were sent to attack the British forces outside of Maktila. A squadron of Gladiators, which engaged the CR-42’s, intercepted our pilots. Both squadrons aborted after initial contact, but none of our aircraft returned. The bombers did get through but failed to inflict significant damage on the British units. HQ ordered an artillery barrage of the same area, but this also had negligible effects. HQ decided that there was not enough damage inflicted to pursue the attack any further at this time.

5-7 October 1940

20th Corps HQ and several artillery units were reported to have arrived at the Marble Arches. Our Regia Aeronautica sent out a mission of Siai Marchetti 79’s to attack the British lead units. Although there was no active patrol zone, our bombers took substantial damage from flak. Despite this, the bombing run did have some effect on the British units.  Also a squadron of Breda 65’s began an interdiction mission against any Commonwealth units that may attempt to react to our advance.

Some of the officers from the 1st Libyan infantry Division are scheduled for a liaison with the10th Armata. They are anxious.

HQ ordered an immediate attack on the Commonwealth units disorganized by our air attacks. The 61st Bersaglieri motorcycle unit led this attack. Although we had overwhelming odds, the British gained tactical surprise and the lead motorcycle company was wrecked and the Libyan Division took losses. It appeared the Royal Tank Regiment was demolished as well. The Commonwealth continues to hold out in the bottleneck along the coastal road. The Commonwealth forces are very quiet right now.

8-11 October 1940

Convoys of trucks have been observed moving supplies, making the long trek between Alexandria and Mersa Matruh. Meanwhile we continued to ship our own supply to Tripoli, Tobruk, Bardia and Sidi Barrani. 

More reinforcements have arrived at the Marble Arches from Tripoli. This is good news.

2nd Medium Tank battalion, the 1st Libyan Division and the 1st Libyan Infantry regiment moved into position to attack the British Anti-tank battalion. A hodgepodge of bombers was sent to strike the British targets before the imminent attack. Unfortunately, the SM-82’s were destroyed by flak, but the SM-79’s and Ca-309’s made it through to their barrage targets. The attack failed to do any damage. A British unit was observed reinforcing the anti-tank unit at the projected area of attack. 

21st Corps Artillery fired at the British units, leaving them disorganized. Then HQ initiated the attack. The British took losses including the King’s Royal Rifle Corps. The anti-tank unit also was forced to retreat. Our losses were insignificant and we finally won a small battle! The Marmarica Infantry Division moved to cover the flank.

12-14 October 1940

Commonwealth units were observed rearranging themselves. Supply was pushed forward and some reinforcements entered Alexandria. Not to worry though.

62nd Machinegun battalion secured our southern flank. 21st Corps HQ ordered the barrage of the anti-tank unit, which had been abandoned by the Commonwealth leaders. The 1st Libyan regiment and 3rd Med. tank battalion practically rolled over the helpless unit. 21st Artillery fired at another isolated unit in reserve. After the barrage it was learned that the unit was the 11th Hussars battalion. Libyan Op HQ ordered an immediate attack on the hussars. The hussars had to rely on internal supplies, as it was a sitting duck, out of supply range. What a disaster that ensued! The 1st Libyan regiment was completely wrecked and the British unit retreated in safety to the escarpment.

15-18 October 1940

The British continued to slowly pull back. Blenheim IV’s began to interdict our troop movement again. A squadron of CR-42’s was sent out to chase them off and both air units took losses as a result.

1st Med. Tank and 61st Light were stripped of their tanks. 20th Corps HQ set up a relay in the Midst of Cyrenica to provide supply from Benghazi. 36th Infantry and 18th Libyan regiments moved to garrison Buqbuq. 3rd Jan Blackshirt division was ordered to construct field fortifications (2SP) south of Nibeiwa. Having the 10th Armata at Sidi Barrani is really helping the morale of our general officers. 

19-21 October 1940

Blenheims are reported to be interdicting along the coastal road. More of our infantry units from Tripoli arrived at the Marble Arches. 5th Libyan Division constructed field works at a key junction of paths at point d4015.

22-25 October 1940

Savona and Brescia Infantry divisions arrived at the Marble Arches from Tripoli today. These two units were slated to be mobilized by the “Truck Shuffle”. 3rd Jan Division constructed another hedgehog to protect Sidi Barrani against any Commonwealth intentions. Otherwise we are bogged down with attenuated supply lines. The 21st Artillery barraged the advance units but was ineffective so no combat was risked at this time.

There is intelligence that the Australian 6th Division is in Alexandria. An unexpected barrage from British Ships hit Sidi Barrani supply dumps. A small amount of supply was lost.

26-28 October 1940

General Maletti and his artillery regiment moved to Sidi Barrani. Aosta and Genova battalions reportedly arrived in Msus. They are still a long way from being any assistance in Egypt. Savona and Brescia Divisions arrived at Derna using the trucks that have been temporarily provided them.

The British are said to have had artillery unloaded at Alexandria. I guess this is not surprising. Blenheims continued to harass our troops in Egypt. There is not much that can be done about it at this time.

29-31 October 1941

Brescia and Savona battalions arrived at Bardia. Our infantry units around Sidi Barrani were ordered to take up defensive positions for the time being. Meanwhile British Blenheims continue to roam the skies above at will.

1-4 November 1940 

Logistics report: Attention General Graziani. There will be a major increase in shipping to Tripoli. Assets have been released to provide for the shipment of approximately 6,000 tons of supply for use by 10th Army. Additional assets are available for local coastal shipping. End transmission.

3rd Med Tank battalion and 25th Corps Artillery regiment were received as reinforcements in Sicily. Brescia Division moved to Halfaya Pass.

5-7 November 1940

The British Navy struck again with a coastal bombardment, and knocked out a minimal amount of supply from the stores at Sidi Barrani. 

8-11 November 1940

Weather Report 8 November 1940…..Heavy rains are falling in Western Egypt. 

Heavy rains in the Alexandria-Cairo regions will no doubt slow the Commonwealth forces down for a few days. The Long Range Desert Group has been seen moving toward Mersa Matruh. Commando raids can be dangerous.17th MG, Aosta, and Genova battalions arrive at Alam Hammid.

12-14 November 1940

3rd Medium Tank battalion joined the 1st Raggruppamento. Bologna Division left Tripoli on foot heading towards the front lines in Egypt. 

15-18 November 1940

Both sides continued to mass supply.

19-21 November 1940

Weather Report 20 November 1940: Heavy rains continue to strike Tobruk. Cairo is also enduring inclement weather. End trans.

Heavy rains struck Cairo and Tobruk. The Provisional Bersaglieri battalion was formed in Benghazi. Trucks at Buqbuq continued to Sollum and Benghazi. Bad weather made the travel quite arduous.

22-25 November 1940

The Provisional Bersaglieri Reconnaissance Battalion fueled at Benghazi (1T) and moved into Sidi Barrani. 

26-28 November 1940

Blenheims were reported to be interdicting again around the front lines. 1st and 2nd Raggruppomentos were dismantled and replaced by the Brigata Corizzato Speciale with Babini at Bir Enba.

29-30 November 1940

Rainstorms visit Benghazi and Alexandria. Blenheims continued to patrol the front lines looking for targets of opportunity. The Provisional Bersaglieri Reconnaissance Battalion fueled (1T) and joined the Brigata Corizzato Speciale Raggruppamento. 

1-4 December 1940

From Weather battalion: Weather Report for 1 December 1940: Heavy rains are expected during the early part of the week across North Africa between Sidi Barrani and Mersa Matruh. End of transmission.

Heavy rains arrived at the Sidi Barrani-Mersa Matruh front. The Western Desert HQ seems to be on the move. Is this an ominous sign of an impending attack? We have heard that a number of battalions have arrived at Sicily to reinforce the war in North Africa. Also, Regia Aeronautica was reinforced with a new squadron of Fiat CR-42’s at the airstrip at Sollum. In addition, new squadrons of SM-79’s and Fiat G.50’s have been assigned to the airbase at El Aden. 

Meanwhile the Bologna Division reportedly passed through the Marble Arches today. They will be needed. Trucks are being diverted to temporarily motorize the division to get it to Egypt more promptly.  

5-7 December 1940

From Western Desert Headquarters Commander: On 5 December we will launch Operation Compass. The objective of the attack is to dislodge the Italian Armed Forces from Egypt, by cutting their supply and striking them with sufficient force to effect their surrender. Good luck and Godspeed.

A squadron of Blenheims continues to harass our forces in Egypt. A Commonwealth Infantry division advanced to meet up with our lead forces. There are additional forces in reserve. Babini’s Raggruppamento failed to activate during reaction! Again! 2nd Med. Tank determined not to react due to the successful interdiction of Commonwealth bombers. The British Navy barraged our supply dumps at Sidi Barrani and destroyed some of it. The Aosta MG battalion was also hit with British artillery fire. Then infantry brigades assaulted and destroy the Aosta battalion! The 7th Armored Division overran our 62nd MG battalion, which was also wrecked.

It appears that the British have launched an offensive against us and we have suffered minor losses thus far. News of reinforcements reached us. Four battalions shipped from Sicily to Tripoli. The Bologna Division arrived safely at Derna. 1st Libyan Division and Marmarica Division were both moved into better defensive positions. 22nd Bersaglieri took up hedgehog positions.

A squadron of Breda 65’s was sent on a mission to interdict advancing Commonwealth army. We also launched a mission to help regain air superiority. The mission was against the Mersa Matruh airbase. Two squadrons of SM-79’s and Ca-309’s were escorted by CR-42’s. The CR-42’s met a squadron of Gladiators and after substantial acrobatics both squadrons aborted. The subsequent barrage went well and the airbase was severely damaged according to our initial assessments.

8-11 December 1940

Blenheims continued to operate along the front. There is not much we can do about that right now. A squadron of Wellingtons also struck our 25th MG battalion but did little more than make some noise. British artillery also took at turn at the 25th battalion but to no avail. Artillery fire did have effects against the Genova MG battalion though. The British Navy continued to barrage the coast and destroyed some of our stockpile at Sidi Barrani. 

Two Indian brigades attacked the Genova battalion and were repulsed but the MG battalion was also wrecked. Later Indian artillery fired upon the 25th MG battalion. It became disorganized as a result. The Indians cautiously attacked and destroyed the 25th battalion after which, they retreated to cut their losses.

The Bologna Division finally arrived at Sidi Barrani and not a moment too soon. A squadron of CR-42’s moved up to the airstrip at Buqbuq, while a squadron of Breda 65’s and Ca-309’s continued to interdict the advancing Commonwealth forces. 

12-14 December 1940 

General Beresford-Peirse ordered the 4th Indian Division to advance through our interdiction zone to cover the Commonwealth flank. Blenheims continued to operate along the front lines to inhibit any reaction on our part. In spite of that our brave men of the 2nd Med. tank battalion reacted and attempted to overrun a British anti-tank and Indian cavalry unit. The Commonwealth gained battlefield surprise and completely wrecked our tank battalion.  The British continued to barrage the 36th battalion, which held its ground in the subsequent assault. The British 6th Royal Tank regiment was wrecked in the process and the Italian 2nd Tank battalion retreated in haste. 

The Bologna Division was ordered to garrison the Maktila airstrip. Regia Aeronautica sent out a mission to strike the Mersa Matruh airbase again. The escorting CR-42’s did not return this time, but the bombers got through (although they lost a few aircraft). In the subsequent air strike, a new squadron of Hurricanes was damaged on the ground, thus the mission was a stirring success. Our Ba-65’s will continue to suppress Commonwealth activity along the front. 

15-18 December 1940

The British 7th Armored Division was observed moving out of reserve positions. The 36th battalion was hit by British artillery again, but with negligible effect. 4th Indian artillery barraged the 17th battalion, which was hit hard. The 4th Infantry followed on with an attack which destroyed the 17th battalion and forced the 1st Libyan Regiment to retreat. The 1st Libyan found itself in a hedgehog position. What good luck. 4th Indian Division advanced in exploitation after its recent success. 

19-21 December 1940

The Commonwealth HQ pressed forward with a continuation of its opening attack. Babini’s Raggruppamento failed to react! British artillery hit the 36th battalion quite hard this time. 4th Indian Division also effectively barraged our hedgehog positions. 7th Armored Division attacked the 36th battalion and Marmarica Division. The 36th battalion was lost and the 7th Armored retreated to prevent its own losses. Then 4th Indian Division attacked our defensive preparations. Our units were already disorganized by the previous artillery barrage and were effectively driven out by the Commonwealth units. The Cirene Division also took heavy losses.

Our aircraft continued to perform interdiction missions without opposition, but this hasn’t prevented the British from pressing on with their attacks. An elite MG battalion [S.Maria] moved from at Sidi Barrani into a hedgehog. The 7th Armored Division continued to maneuver.

22-25 December 1940

Apparently Churchill is pulling units out of this theater into the East, as some of the Indian units were observed pulling away. The Australians have arrived though. The Commonwealth engineers built an airbase at HQ. This will no doubt be used to gain air superiority against us.

Artillery fire against the 61st Light battalion caused some disruption. More artillery fire was directed against the Marmarica Division but with no effect. Then the Australian 6th Division attacked our southern flank. Our infantry division took some losses and then retreated along with the 61st battalion to Bir Enba. More artillery fire was directed against the Marmarica Division but again it proved to be a waste of supply.

The Regia Aeronautica continued to interdict successfully the Commonwealth forces with Ba-65’s.

26-28 December 1940

Weather Transmission: 26 December 1940: Flooding downpours are expected over the skies of Tobruk.

The skies did indeed break loose over Tobruk, slowing down our stream of supply and reinforcements, but giving us some reprieve against the British. 7th Armored Division was observed on the move again, but Babini’s Raggruppamento again failed to react. British artillery fired on Babini, which incurred no damage. British artillery fired on the 9th Light battalion with no effect. The 4th Indian artillery obtained minimal results against the Marmarica Division, which has been under artillery fire all week. 

Marmarica Division was then attacked by the 7th Armored Division and took some losses and the British subsequently retreated. 

Our Ba-65’s were sent on an interdict mission at Sidi El Sabil. British patrol fighters did not disturb our aircraft. HQ finally ordered a counterattack against the British armored division. Although we outnumbered them, the British fought admirably and the Brescia Division took heavy loses, while the 63rd battalion was lost. Strafer Gott was seen at the front lines of this engagement.

29-31 December 1940

HQ’s decided to launch a second counterattack against the British armored division. It was another Italian debacle, where the 10th Motorized Regiment was wrecked and the 23rd Blackshirt Division took significant losses. We have unconfirmed reports that Strafer Gott was killed in the action!

The LRDG was also caught in the open and attacked by the 55th MG battalion. Although not the best odds, we had to try to get this dangerous unit. In the end, the 55th battalion was lost and the commandos escaped.

The 7th Armored is still in a precarious situation and apparently out of supply. The 7th Armored made an attempt to break through with the help of some Australian units. Using internals, the 7th Armored broke through the 202nd Blackshirt MG battalion.

1-4 January 1941

Logistics Report: Attention General Graziani: Our shipping assets

have become quite limited. Expect no more than 3,000 tons of 

supply to reach Tripoli each week, until further notice. This 

problem is being considers…End of transmission.

Our scouts found an abandoned supply dump near Buqbuq, This will come in handy.

Several units are available at Sicily for reinforcements, and the Fliegerkorps became available to interdict Malta. This will significantly increase our success at shipping from Italy to Tripoli. 

Brescia Division was destroyed as its commander completely botched an attack against the 7th Hussars and the 6th Reconnaissance battalion. As a result of our recent misfortunes, 10th Armata was forced to evacuate Sidi Barrani as the fighting is getting too close. General Maletti and a couple of tank battalions escaped as supply was exhausted. There have been massive surrenders in the Italian Army.

General Maletti desperately attacked the Australian 19th Brigade with the 3rd Med. Panzer battalion using internals. Both sides had leaders at the front lines in the battle. Fate turns its hand against us as 3rd Med. panzer battalion is wrecked, and Maletti is wounded. [At least he was out of his pajamas.] The Australians retreated to avoid losses. General O’Connor was killed![I wonder if this will change the course of the war?]

1st Libyan, Cirene divisions, and the S Maria MG battalion attacked the British AT unit, along the coastal road, using internals. The S. Maria MG battalion was wrecked as the British AT and artillery units beat a hasty retreat.

5-7 January 1941

Report to Commander of Western Desert Headquarters. 5 January 1941. Several Italian units, which were surrounded by our forces have surrendered.

Troops were shipped across the Mediterranean and continued to flow into Tripoli. Among the arrivals were a couple of exceptional units, namely the 32nd assault engineers and the 6th Med. tank battalion.

The Savona Division took up a position at Ft. Capuzzo. While pulling back to save as many units as possible, supply was shuffled around for a stand at Tobruk.

A squadron of Fiat CR 42’s at Buqbuq was re-based to the airstrip at Amseet, further to the rear. Ba 65’s and Ca 309’s were sent out together to interdict the Commonwealth along the front lines.

The supply situation in Sidi Barrani continued to be deplorable and the Marmarica Division surrendered without a fight. This began a series of surrenders of the once proud Italian Army. The following units all surrendered to the Commonwealth: 1st Libyan division, Cirene division, Vittorio Emmanuel Cavalleria MG battalion, Bologna division, 3rd Jan Blackshirt division, and 28th Blackshirt division. 16th Australian Brigade was released from reserve to capture the Bir Enba airstrip. A squadron of Hurricanes re-based to this airstrip.

22nd Corps HQ decided to punish the Commonwealth units to slow down their advance. 30th GAF Artillery Brigade barraged the Commonwealth units at Halfaya Pass. As a result 2nd RTR and another battalion became disorganized.

Then an attack order was carried out. 27th and 34th battalions struck back at the Commonwealth units in the low hills, resulting in the loss of 34th battalion, while the Commonwealth units retreated. 

8-11 January 1941

Transmission to General Wavell: Massive numbers of the Italian Army have surrendered to our forces. Despite this fact, Italian resistance remains rather fierce in some sectors. We await further operational plans. End Transmission.

Several reinforcements arrived at Tobruk. Ca-309’s were sent out to interdict the road near Bir Sheferzan. These aircraft have been surprisingly effective in this role.

Morale was extremely low and more units surrendered, namely, the 5th Libyan infantry regiment, 22nd Bersaglieri motorcycle company and 23rd Corps Artillery Regiment. 

Our scouts have observed that 13th HQ has relocated to area along the Trigh el Abd west of El Hamra.

12-14 January 1941

The weather turned to our favor and we had a brief reprieve as it rained heavily in the Tobruk-Mersa Matruh regions.

Dispatch to Commander-in-Chief Italian Forces in Libya: All is lost in Egypt. Libyan Operations HQ and Maletti’s Artillery Regiment are cut off at Sidi Barrani. There have been mass surrenders of Italian army units including commanding officers. Local HQ is trying to set up a fighting withdrawal around the ports at Sollum and Bardia, and finally, Tobruk. We need reinforcements desperately. End transmission.

Tobruk has accumulated a significant amount of supply to make a stand and hold out until reinforcements arrive. Somehow, Maletti’s Artillery regiment obtained fuel and was able to pull out of Sidi Barrani. Libyan Operations HQ surrendered to the British at Sidi Barrani on January 14th.

Despite the terrible weather conditions, 7th Armored Division fueled up and attempted to overrun the 27th MG battalion. The MG battalion gained surprise and subsequently wrecked the 11th Hussars armored car battalion. 3rd Hussars Light mechanized battalion was also eliminated in the battle. The elite training of our men has finally manifested itself! 7th and 8th Hussars survived and continued moving (in a different direction) taking up positions on the track at 3828. Jock Campbell was with them.

15-18 January 1941

The rain has cleared up across North African desert.

Provisional Motorcycle battalion was rebuilt at Tobruk. 

The Maletti Artillery Regiment moved to El Aden. 60th Light Mechanized battalion at Benghazi moved into El Abiar. 60th MG battalion moved to Torca en route to Baracca. The squadron of CR42’s from Amseet re-based to Baheira.

A Commonwealth reconnaissance battalion was spotted roving around the Buqbuq area.

HQ ordered another artillery barrage to stifle British intentions. 30th Border Guard (GAF) artillery regiment attacked the RAF armored car company outside of Sollum. The RAF and 6th Australian Division were disorganized as a result. 7th Armored division was observed moving in the area of Ft. Capuzzo.

19-21 January 1941

21st HQ fueled and pulled back to set up its operation at Gambut. 26th Artillery was pulled out of Bardia toward the Tobruk defenses. 5th Med. panzer battalion fueled and moved to position to help break out our forces trapped in Sollum. 

Ba-65’s continued in their mission to interdict Commonwealth columns that threatened our defensive positions. HQ also sent out a squadron of Fiat G.50’s to perform a fighter sweep at Buqbuq. The result was that both squadrons aborted with a minimum of damage. Subsequent to the sweep, Italian medium bombers were ordered to strike the airstrip at Buqbuq. Three squadrons of SM-79’s and a squadron of Ca-309’s attacked. All of our aircraft escaped flak but inflicted no real damage on the target.

Savona Division and 20th Bersaglieri motorcycle attempted a desperation overrun against the 7th Hussars Light battalion, using internals. The defender gained surprise and the 20th motorcycle was lost. The Commonwealth unit retreated and the Savona division advanced. 30th GAF artillery brigade was able to scrounge enough fuel to escape the Sollum deathtrap.

To General Graziani: It was reported that Major-General MacKay’s Australian 6th Division captured Sollum, which had been abandoned by our forces earlier. Several units, which we believe to be artillery, have moved to Sollum.

Commonwealth artillery fire from Sollum on the Savona Division resulted in its destruction, and the few troops left surrendered. More Commonwealth units moved into Ft. Capuzzo.

22-25 January 1941

Pavia Division was ordered into hedgehog positions southeast of Bardia.

HQ prepared several air missions. A G.50 squadron was sent to take down the British Hurricanes at Buqbuq. The British aircraft were grounded with little damage.

Regia Aeronautica sent another mission of three squadrons of SM-79’s and Ca-309’s to barrage the airstrip at Buqbuq. We took heavy flak, and the preliminary damage report shows that both squadrons of SM-79’s took heavy losses. The mission was still able to hit the airstrip but failed to damage any of the British airplanes. The Ba.65’s continued to interdict with some limited success.

2nd Armored Division: 2nd support Brigade captured our airstrip at Sidi Azeiz. It was previously been abandoned.

26-28 January 1941

Three battalions and what is left of the Pavia division were trapped in Bardia. The port was virtually shut down. An overrun seemed wasteful and we thought that we would be better on the defensive. More our men have given up the fight. 5th Coastal artillery battalion, the last regiment of the Pavia division, 5th Med. panzer battalion, and 27th MG battalion have all surrendered.

Jock Campbell and the 7th Hussars Light battalion captured Bardia on the 28 January. We left behind a small amount of supply, and a battalion of abandoned Italian tanks, which were captured by the Commonwealth.

Pavia division followed through with orders to attack the1st Armored battalion (2nd Division) using internals. Unfortunately the defenders gained surprise and Pavia division was lost.

Reconnaissance reported that the Commonwealth 13th HQ has relocated to Ft. Capuzzo. The 7th Armored Division launched an attack. 2nd RTR fueled and overran the Scegga Border Guard battalion, which was destroyed.

29-31 January 1941

Three squadrons of our tactical bombers were sent on interdiction missions. That is about all that they had the strength for. These interdiction missions seem to be hampering the advance of the Commonwealth forces into Libya. The CR 42 squadron re-based at the airstrip at Bu Amud.

The Libyan Volunteers battalion was moved from Tobruk to the hedgehogs at King’s Cross. 32nd GAF battalion and 204th Blackshirt MG battalion were ordered to dig in at the hedgehogs as well. Sabrtha Infantry Division pulled back. Bergonzoli Raggruppamento and the 6th Med. panzer battalion fueled and pulled back to Sidi Rezegh.

British artillery bombarded the Provisional battalion, which become disorganized and 61st MG battalion was eliminated. The Commonwealth forces launched a subsequent attack against the Provisional MC battalion and the S.Maria MG battalion. It was reported that S. Maria MG battalion was lost. The Commonwealth retreated to avoid losses, allowing the motorcycle battalion to remain in position.

British forces also attacked the 202nd Bersaglieri company at Bir Taiebal. Our men were isolated and used the last of their internal supplies. Though fighting gallantly, the outnumbered Motorcycle company was destroyed.

Jock Campbell fueled the 7th Hussars Light battalion and moved into position against our disorganized MG battalion. Campbell’s unit attempted an overrun, which eliminated the motorcycle battalion. The Light battalion joined the rest of the Commonwealth forces.

1-4 February 1941

Reinforcements Scheduled to arrive in Sicily

The following units have been released to 10th Army in Libya, at Sicily. Ariete Panzer Division: 1st 2nd 3rd Light Mechanized battalions. 4th Light Mechanized battalion; Trento Infantry Division: 61st and 62nd Infantry regiments; 7th Motorized Elite infantry regiment; 551st MG battalion; 1st Milmart and 2nd Milmart AT battalions; 1st and 3rd Celere Artillery regiments; 16th Corps and 24th Corps artillery regiments. End Transmission

We are eagerly awaiting the arrival of these troops.

21st Corps HQ was moved and set up camp at Derna. Several other units were moved into key defensive positions. 10th Infantry regiment pulled back to garrison the airstrip at Bu Amud. Both 31st and 32nd GAF artillery regiments relocated to El Gubi. 6th Med. Tank battalion was fueled and rolled into the airstrip at Acroma where it joined Bergonozi’s Raggruppamento. Sabrtha Division was also pulled back to occupy Belhammad.

Regia Aeronautica continued to fly the Ba.65’s to interdict at Sidi Rezegh. Ca-309’s interdicted the area around Bir el Gubi. 

British armor was seen driving through El Duda. Our HQ ordered artillery fire against the encroaching Commonwealth units. 26th Artillery regiment fired on the 7th Hussars battalion, which caused disorganization. Mizatrizo Artillery regiment pulverized the 6th Australian Reconnaissance battalion.12th Artillery regiment barraged  the 1st Armored Brigade with no effect.10th Artillery regiment disorganized the 2nd RTR battalion. 

The British retaliated by firing the 4th RHA and 8th Field artillery at our 10th Infantry Regiment with inconsequential effect.104th 107th and 1st RHA artillery fired on the Sabrtha Division, which became disorganized.

5-7 February 1941

Logistics Report: Italian Commander in Libya. Shipping assets have increased and it is expected that you will have 6,000 tons of cargo available in Tripoli each week. End

2nd New Zealand division fueled and advanced to the port facilities at Bardia. Our artillery was authorized to expend more supply in order to barrage the British. 16th Artillery regiment fired at the Australian 6th division, with no results. Mizatrizo Artillery regiment also fired at the 1st Armored battalion without effect. That was a waste of supply.

The British respond with a barrage of their own against our position at El Aden. Our units were disorganized. British artillery hammered the 10th Infantry Regiment again. The British next launched a massive attack against our positions at El Aden as well as the 10th Infantry Regiment and the Sabrtha Division. 

Australian infantry and the 7th Hussars successfully attacked the 10th Regiment and completely rendered the unit ineffective. The CR-42’s quickly fled to the airbase at Acroma.

The Sabrtha Division found itself surrounded as it was attacked by British Armor. Although the Commonwealth took some losses, the last regiment of the Sabrtha Division was lost during retreat into the enemy.

British armor showed up at El Aden and launched an attack against the 1st Libyan Parachute battalion. The 1st Libyan Parachute put up a valiant fight before its ultimate demise. Meanwhile, the Commonwealth retreated to cut their losses. 

Lastly 6th Australian exploited their gains and attacked the 26th Artillery regiment. Our artillery, having no supply to defend with, was destroyed. The Australians advanced.

Since the British are posing a threat, we re-based our tactical bombers to the airstrip at Benina.

This time our artillery retaliated against the Australians. Motorizzato Artillery brigade fired at the Australian 6th division in the open desert area outside Tobruk. Both 16th and 19th brigades were disorganized. That is about all of the damage we could inflict.

8-11 February 1941

British armor was observed moving into our rear area apparently attempting to interfere with our supply. HQ’s ordered a sweep of the British aircraft at Gasr el Arid. Fiat CR-42’s and G.50’s arrived over the base as the Hurricanes took to the air. The G.50’s engaged the Hurricanes in battle causing both squadrons to abort.

We continued with the same tactic of bombardment. Another artillery barrage was ordered against elements of the 7th Armored. They were in close terrain and thus had some cover. It was not surprising that the Motorizzato Artillery fire had virtually no effect. The 12th Artillery regiment also fired on the 7th RTR Armored battalion. This had no effect. Regia Marina artillery brigade fired on the Australian 17th brigade. 2nd Support Brigade was wrecked and the Australian infantry became disorganized.

The Commonwealth struck back and launched an artillery barrage against the 32nd Assault battalion. Our units were disorganized. Another artillery barrage was issued against the 1st Italian Parachute battalion. These units also disorganized. 

The Commonwealth ground forces attacked our positions again. Australian 6th division struck our positions east of Tobruk. Our defenders gained surprise and the attack turned into a disaster for the Commonwealth forces. Preliminary reports informed us that the 7th Hussars and 6th NZ brigade were virtually eliminated.

British armor attacked our Italian paratroopers at the airbase at El Aden. In the ensuing firefight, the 1st Parachute battalion was eliminated. The artillery unit successfully retreated toward Tobruk. The KDG captured the airbase.

We didn’t have much of a response. The Regia Aeronautica bombed the Commonwealth airstrip at Gasr El Arid. A squadron made up of SM-79’s and Ca.309’s escorted by CR-42’s performed the strike. While they encountered no Flak, the Barrage also had no notable effect. 

12-14 February 1941

Weather Report: Tobruk is experiencing heavy rains and flooding conditions. To the East, Alexandria is undergoing heavy downpours.

HQ reported that the German reinforcements have arrived in Sicily. It was also reported that General Erwin Rommel has arrived in Tripoli.

Regia Marina Coastal Artillery fired at the Commonwealth armor outside of Tobruk. As a result the KDG armored car battalion was severely battered.

2nd RTR battalion of the 7th division fueled and attempted an overran of our airbase at Acroma. The 2nd RTR retreated to cut its losses while the 5th Med. Panzer battalion was destroyed as well as the Bergonozi Raggruppamento.  

Our HQ reacted by ordering a barrage against the Australians. 25th Corps Artillery executed the barrage and the Australian 6th division was disorganized.

The Commonwealth countered with their another barrage against our assault engineers battalion. The engineers became disorganized. Jock Campbell followed this, leading the 6th Australian division in attack against the assault engineers battalion. Our battalion did have the advantage of the low hills but were overwhelmed numerically. The Italian 22nd Assault Battalion was eliminated after wrecking the Australian 19th Brigade.

The 1st Reconnaissance Battalion 2nd division was released from reserve and successfully overran the airstrip at Acroma. A squadron of G.50’s escaped to Gazala.

Campbell failed to initiate any further action.

15-18 February 1941

Italian aircraft continues to interdict around Tobruk. 

Jock Campbell attempted to overrun the 32nd GAF regiment west of Bu Amud with the Australian 6th Brigade. In the ensuing conflict the 32nd GAF regiment was eliminated. The Australians occupied the position, closing in on Tobruk. The Commonwealth moved several units in to garrison the El Aden Airbase.

In a desperate attempt to do something, artillery was ordered to barrage the battalion of captured Italian tanks. They were temporarily put out of action. British artillery joined the fray. The VDLI Blackshirt unit was unaffected by this initial barrage. Further barrage by British artillery succeeded in disrupting Italian units. Next the British launched more attacks against our ground units. Lt.Colonel Jerram’s 7th RTR armored battalion and the 1st Reconnaissance brigade attacked the 204th MG battalion, which was subsequently eliminated. 10th artillery regiment, although disorganized, escaped and retreated to Tobruk. 

Next, Jock Campbell and the Australian 6th Division attacked the Italian VDLI Blackshirt battalion. The Italians repulsed them. Campbell and the Australians were forced to retreat. 

Reserve British artillery barraged the VDLI Blackshirt battalion, which became disorganized. Jock Campbell failed to activate his units to launch a second attack.

Since artillery barrage is our only recourse at this time, HQ authorized a barrage against the Australian 6th Division. 25th Corps artillery fired at the 6th Australian division. Although in prepared positions, the barrage had some effect.

19-21 February 1941

The Regia Aeronautica sent out two squadrons to continue to interdict and harass Commonwealth units. Unfortunately, the SM-79’s were hit by flak and chose to abort the mission.  The Ca-309’s tried to continue with their mission, but were swept by a squadron of Hurricanes. The British fighters downed several of our aircraft. 

The British seem to have picked up on our interdiction tactics and have sent out a squadron of Wellingtons as well as Blenheims to interdict. 

Again we ordered artillery strikes against the captured Italian tank battalion, which became disorganized.

The British attempted to overrun the VLDI Blackshirt battalion again. The 7th RTR armored battalion and the 1st Reconnaissance brigade, were surprised by a prepared defender and forced to retreat with losses.

The Commonwealth used artillery to barrage the port facilities at Tobruk, which caused some damage.

22-25 February 1941

The British ordered another barrage against the port facilities at Tobruk. This time there was no damage. We also attempted to hit the tank battalion with artillery but apparently did no damage. 

The British used the 4th New Zealanders, 3rd Indian brigades and Italian Tank battalion to overrun. The captured tank battalion was eliminated, but our coastal artillery and the Motorizzato artillery were both lost. The remaining artillery unit retreated to the T.2 airstrip west of Tobruk.

British artillery continued to pummel the port facilities and further damage has now reduced the port to minimum capacity.

26-28 February 1941

British artillery barraged all of the units in Tobruk. All of them, including our HQ, were disorganized. Small levels of supply continued to trickle into Tobruk, as the port is barely functional. Some of our units are out of supply.

1-4 March 1941

Weather Report: Heavy rains in Cairo through Alexandria.

The British appear to be operating without an HQ. We have word of more reinforcements that have been dispatched to Sicily slated for arrival at Tripoli. These units are as follows:

Reinforcements: 

1T truck in Sicily. 

 
7th Med panzer battalion of the Ariete division


2nd MG battalion and the 1-75 artillery battalion of the 5th Liecht division


1-18 Flak battalion

Also, a squadron of Fiat G.50’s was stationed at Benina

12th Artillery regiment and Maletti artillery regiment, which have been out of supply, consequently surrendered to the Commonwealth forces.

5-7 March 1941

The British continued their efforts to slow down the entry of reinforcement by interdicting the main roads. A squadron of Wellingtons were sent to interdict near El Mechili, and Blenheim IV’s interdicted at Martuba.

British artillery fired at the Tobruk garrison, eliminating the 31st GAF battalion. British artillery released from reserve fired an additional barrage against the Tobruk Garrison, but this time with negligible effects.

The Voluntari Della Libya battalion surrendered to the Commonwealth.

Dispatch to General Graziani: “We are in Tobruk, and here to stay!”- General Bergonzoli. end transmission 

8-11 March 1941

Logistics Report: The has been a marked increase in shipping assets which we project will allow for a consistent movement of 12,000 tons of supply each week for Italian forces in Libya. 

British ships on the North African coast barraged the garrison at Tobruk. They became disrupted as a result. The Commonwealth continued at its efforts to take control of Tobruk. Commonwealth units with Campbell attacked the garrison. The attacking units had surprise in very close terrain. As a result, the Italian 10th Artillery was eliminated. The Commonwealth forces retreated to limit its casualties.

Campbell failed in his attempt to activate his force for further attacks.

Meanwhile, small units of reinforcements continued to advance toward Tobruk. General Bergonzoli and 22nd HQ fueled in order to evacuate Tobruk before it was too late. Since it was disorganized, it only made it as far as Martuba (near Derna).

The 31st and 32nd GAF artillery regiments moved into Tobruk.

12-14 March 1941

Weather Report: Heavy rains are expected across Egypt.

The Commonwealth ordered an artillery barrage against the garrison in Tobruk. This barrage was largely successful in disorganizing the defenders. The Australian 17th and 20th brigades and Indian 3rd joined forces in the assault of Tobruk. The 25th Corps Artillery was eliminated, and the Commonwealth units retreated to conserve strength.

Campbell failed his activation roll and made no further assault against Tobruk. 2nd RAF armored car battalion was released and moved into El Gubi. 

The Italian 22nd Corps HQ fueled and moved to its new base in El Chorma, along with the Bignami Raggruppamento. In reaction, Jock Campbell moved the Australian 20th and Indian 3rd infantry brigades back into El Gubi.

15-18 March 1941

New Zealand 2nd Division was observed around the Sollum-Bardia area. British artillery expended supply for a barrage against the Tobruk garrison all to no avail. This did not deter the Commonwealth from launching another attack. A combined force made up of Australians and Indian brigades attacked the Tobruk garrison. This time the 31 GAF artillery regiment was destroyed. The Commonwealth units retreated again. Jock Campbell seized the initiative and moved the four Commonwealth brigades back to continue the assault of Tobruk. Things did not work out well and the Commonwealth units were repulsed and forced to retreat yet again.

Lot’s of supply flowed into Tripoli this week. We also began a major reorganization of our positions in East Libya. 30th GAF Artillery regiment pulled out of Tobruk into Gazala.

31st Coastal defense battalion also moved into El Gubi. 5th Light Mechanized battalion joined the 22nd HQ in its new location.

19-21 March 1941

Two squadrons of fighters were re-based from the airstrip at Gazala. One squadron of CR 42’s re-based to Tmimi and a squadron of G.50’s re-based to El Mechili.

Two damaged units of Ca.309’s and SM-79’s joined together to perform interdiction at Gazala. The British responded quickly with a squadron of Hurricanes, which engaged the interdictors. The SM-79’s aborted to base, while the Ca.309’s remained to fight. After all was said and done, the Ca-309’s escaped to safety and the Hurricanes returned to base. A squadron of Blenheims was observed performing interdiction missions against our units.

The Commonwealth redoubled their efforts to capture Tobruk by assault. Jock Campbell and four brigades overran the Italian coastal defense unit. [Bad Dice!] 31st Coastal Defense battalion was eliminated, but the Commonwealth units patiently retreat, to cut potential casualties.

British artillery launched another barrage against the defenders of Tobruk. This time 32nd GAF surrendered. 2nd RAF armored car battalion was released and captured Tobruk. The  Tobruk HQ became operational. The 202nd, 206th and 10th coastal artillery companies were formed. 1st 2nd and 4th Libyan Arab battalions were also formed. One battalion of Italian tanks was captured along with several thousand tons of supply. [4 SP’s and 1T Truck point]

22-25 March 1841

Weather report: It is raining in Benghazi and Cairo.

General Rommel was recalled to Rome for a conference. All is quiet.

The British airforce moved several squadrons into the Tobruk area. A squadron of Hurricane fighters re-based to Acroma. Wellingtons were moved to King’s Cross along with another squadron of Hurricanes.

Australian units occupied the airstrip and port at Gazala. 22nd Guards Infantry brigade advanced along the Trigh el Abd toward Bir el Harmat. 7th Australian Division moved in to reinforce El Aden. Australian 9th Division, 20th and 26th brigades and trucks pulled in to el Duda.

Tobruk HQ engineers worked on repairing the damaged port facilities. [1SP]

26-28 March 1941

British 22nd Guards brigade moved to occupy Rotonda Ualeb to our south. The LRDG moved to join Campbell’s group. And engineers continued to repair Tobruk Port facilities.

Rommel has returned to North Africa. 30th GAF Artillery Brigade joined the Italian 22nd HQ at El Chorma.

29-31 March 1941

The British used a battalion of captured tanks to overrun the airstrip at Tmini. The Fiat fighters [CR-42] fled to El Mechili. The capture of the airstrip fulfilled Churchill’s demand for action! A squadron of British aircraft performed interdiction near Tmini.

Rommel and the DAK HQ arrived together at Benghazi. A squadron of G.50’s was sent out to knock down the Allied interdictors at Tmini. Both sides aborted without incident.

5th Leicht fueled and moved to a position due south of El Mechili.

A squadron of G.50 fighters re-based to the airstrip at Gheder bu Ascher.

1-4 April 1941

Weather Report: Severe sandstorms sweep through Benghazi. Egypt is also affected.

Our supply dumps at Tripoli have lost a significant amount of supply to attrition. The Malta base had some success in damaging our shipping convoys from Sicily.

The Luftwaffe has finally arrived and the first squadron of fighters are positioned at the airbase at Maraua. These are Bf-109e models. Elements of the 15th Panzer Division also arrived at Tripoli. 

DAK HQ was fueled and moved to El Heira. 3rd Aufklarung KG joined the HQ.

The Australian 24th brigade constructed a hedgehog defensive position at Gazala.

5-7 April 1941

We had extremely good luck on our Mediterranean shipping. The 2nd Milmart Flak battalion took up a position at Bomba, which has limited port capabilities. 

Three squadrons of Luftwaffe aircraft from Tripoli arrived at the Airbase at Maraua. These were made up of Bf-110 fighter-bombers, Ju-87 Stukas and Ju-88’s.

Regia Aeronautica sent two Squadrons of fighters [Fiat G.50’s and CR 42’s] on a fighter sweep against the British Hurricanes based at Acroma. The G.50’s struck first with advantage. Both squadrons aborted and not a few of the G.50’s failed to return. To our knowledge, the Hurricanes were all eliminated. Our CR-42’s returned to base unscathed and the surviving aircraft of the G.50’s also returned to base.

A new supply dump began stockpiling at El Mechili. Trucks from Benghazi continued to move Cargo to el Mechili.

8-11 April 1941

15th Panzer Division reportedly arrived at the Marble Arches with KG Linau. 

Axis HQ sent a squadron of Bf-109’s and CR-42’s on a sweep against the Hurricanes at King’s Cross. The Messerschmitts and Hurricanes engaged without loss. All aircraft returned to base unharmed. Next, a squadron of Ju-88’s barraged airbase at King’s Cross, but failed to do any damage.

Ariete 8th Bersaglieri regiment moved forward to the Italian 22nd HQ at El Chorma.

We have reconnaissance reports that the Western desert HQ has appeared in Bardia with an Australian division.

12-14 April 1941

The 7th Australian consolidated their forces at El Aden. The Western Desert HQ has reportedly moved to the low hills outside of el Duda.

We continued to receive large amounts of supply from Sicily at our dumps in Tripoli. 

The Italian 21st Corp HQ fueled and moved to the El Mechili supply dump. 61st Regiment of the Trento Division also moved into the El Mechili dump as a garrison.

Axis HQ orders the airforce to perform a fighter sweep against the King’s Cross Airbase. Two squadrons made up of Bf-109’s and CR-42’s used advantage against the lone Hurricane squadron. In the ensuing battle, both sides aborted without taking losses. Tactical bombers attempted to damage the base subsequent to the sweep but failed to locate.

Kampfgruppe Marcks [2nd and 8th MG battalions, 39th Panzerjaeger battalion, 200th Pioneers battalion and the 1-75th artillery] moved to Rotonda Segnali.

A second air attack was performed against the airbase at King’s Cross. Although the Air base was hit this time, there was no damage to any of the Commonwealth aircraft.

Later, a squadron of Ju-87’s struck the airbase at King’s Cross. The Stukas successfully evaded flak and hit the base, but again, no Commonwealth aircraft were damaged.

15-18 April 1941

Our reconnaissance reported movement of several Commonwealth units. 5th Indian Brigade moved to Bardia. 7th Australian Division moved to Knight’s Bridge.

7th Armored Division fueled and moved to Rotonda Segnali to confront the KG Marcks. Campbell led these forces. While a squadron of Blenheim IV’s attempted an interdiction mission, the Regia Aeronautica sent up a mission of G.50 fighters to intercept the bombers. The Blenheims aborted and lost several aircraft in the process.

KG Marcks failed to activate.

Barrage was called in by the 5th Support group, but had no effect. The 7th Armored pressed its attacked despite this failure. 7th Support group was wrecked in the process and the 7th Armored retreated to Rorunda Segnali. Afterward, Jock Campbell activated and moved the 7th Armored to Aslog Ridge.

We continued to receive massive amounts of supply in Tripoli. 1-33 and 1-18th Panzerjaeger battalions arrived at the Marble Arches.

15th Panzer moved along the track toward Bir Hacheim, holding Rommel’s southern flank. Organic trucks were sent back to pick up more supply.

Another fighter sweep was carried out against the airbase at King’s Cross.  A squadron of Bf-109’s and another made up of Fiat CR-42’s hit the King’s Cross airbase. The Messerschmitts engaged the Hurricanes with advantage. In the ensuing battle both sides took losses after which, both the Messerschmitts and Hurricanes aborted.

Following up this aerial battle, Ju-88’s performed an air strike at the King’s Cross airbase. All of the Hurricanes were destroyed on the ground. The Wellington’s survived though.

At the present, all Commonwealth fighter strength has been negated. We have local air superiority.

19-21 April 1941

1-33rd and 1-18th AA Panzerjaeger, and 1st Milmart PG battalion at Marble Arches, moved to El Mechili.

7th Armored Division was on the move again to the rough terrain west of Tmimi. They overran of the Italian scouts and the 5th Light Mechanized battalion was eliminated. The 7th continued its move by pulling back to the low hills.

22-25 April 1941

We are using all available ports to collect supply at El Mechili. 15th Panzer Division fueled and moved to join with KG Linau. The 15th MC battalion moved up to spot the Commonwealth 22nd Brigade. Ju-87’s perform a hip shoot with no effect. A second squadron, Ju-88’s, also hip shoot to no effect. 15th Panzer moved up to the MC battalion and attempted an overrun despite the poor results from the aircraft. The defenders prevailed and the Pioneer battalion was eliminated while the rest of the Panzer Division retreated.

7th Armored Division and Jock Campbell met the 15th Panzer. The British did not learn from the German Panzer Division and attempted an overrun too. The 7th Division lost the 2nd RTR Tank battalion and the 15th Panzer lost the 15th Motorcycle Battalion.

Jock Campbell activated and pulled the 7th Armored Division back to safety.

26-28 April 1941

Regia Aeronautica sent out a combination of SM-79’s and Ca-309’s to interdict the area around the 15th Panzer.

One squadron of G.50’s chased away the aircraft at King’s Cross. The Wellington’s took to the air and caused our fighters to abort, with several of the Fiat fighter aircraft lost!

Linau decided to call in Hip shoot against the 22nd Brigade. Ju-87’s arrived and evaded flak, but the barrage had no effect. A squadron of Ju-88’s was called in to strike the 22nd Brigade. They also evade flak, but this time the British unit was disorganized.

33rd Reconnaissance battalion fueled up and moved with the rest of the division to attack the 22nd Brigade. 

Indian 18th Cavalry unit was released from reserve and reinforced the 22nd Brigade for the oncoming attack. Campbell activated and fueled the 4th Brigade, which moved in to meet the armor.

15th Panzer attacked the Commonwealth in the open desert, but was repulsed and forced to retreat.  There were no losses though.

The Commonwealth took up positions in the available defensive terrain on the front. 7th Australian Division’s 21st Brigade went to Aslog Ridge. 18th Brigade to Sidra Ridge.

What was left of the Blenheims and Wellingtons re-based to the Alexandria airbases.

29-30 April 1941

Our shipping continues to move massive tonnage of supply to Tripoli. Unfortunately, we have had limited means of getting this supply to our forward base at El Mechili. The large dumps at Tripoli are suffering from attrition and waste.

The Commonwealth is largely inactive right now.

KG Linau fueled a reconnaissance battalion and moved the KG to Rotonda Ualeb. Stukas were called in to hip shoot the 22nd brigade with no effect. Ju-88’s we next called in to strike the 22nd but also managed to miss the target. KG Linau activated and moved back from Rotonda Tieffel.

1-4 May 1941

Logistics Report: Our records show that some 6,000 tons of supply was lost at Tripoli. Shipping assets are expected to be down to 9,000 tons per week. End report.

It was reported that Tripoli lost massive amounts of supply to waste.

General Maletti has recovered from his wounds and returned to the theater.

Italian 551st Panzerjaeger battalion arrived at Sicily for shipment to Tripoli.

Benina received three squadrons for the Regia Aeronautica. Fiat G.50 fighters, SM-79’s and Italian version of Ju-87b’s Stukas.

1st Med. panzer battalion fueled up and joined the rest of the Ariete division.

5th Leicht fueled and moved to engage the 22nd brigade. Hip Shoot was called in but failed to find their target. A squadron of SM-79’s was called upon to interdict at the 22nd Brigade’s location. In reaction, Campbell activated and fueled the 5th Brigade. The armor moved in to reinforce the 22nd Brigade against any imminent attack. 

Rommel failed to activate! Linau activated and moved 3rd Panzerjaeger [15th PZ] in to reinforce the 5th Leicht.

The Commonwealth received reinforcements of aircraft at El Aden Airbase. Two Squadrons of Blenheim IV’s, one squadron of Hurricanes and one squadron of Gladiators were put on station.

The Commonwealth units on the line all pulled back to relative safety.

5-7 May 1941

Attention: Commander of Libyan-Italian Forces; Commander of German forces in North Afrika: The Allied Raiders managed to sink some 5,000 tons of supply headed for Tripoli this week. We are working on a plan to reslove this issue. Make your current supply last. End

The Allies had extremely good success in raids against our Mediterranean convoys. The British attempted to lay down some interdiction against our forces near Sidi Mufti. One squadron of Wellingtons sent out to interdict was met by a squadron of G.50’s. Both aborted without losses.

Italian 10th Corps HQ at Zuetina rebuilt 61st Bersaglieri motorcycle battalion. Italian 20th HQ rebuilt 201st and 202nd Motorcycle companies, and S, Maria MG battalion.

61st Bersaglieri MC battalion fueled and moved south of Gadd el Ahmar.

To maintain air superiority a fighter sweep was issued against the El Aden airbase. One squadron of Luftwaffe Bf-109 Emil’s and a squadron of G.50’s engaged two Commonwealth squadrons of Hurricanes and Gladiators. The Bf-109’s aborted without loss. The G.50’s subsequently aborted without loss. That mission was a failure.

15th Panzer Division’s 104th Infantry and 115th Infantry regiments moved into flanking positions surrounding the 22nd Brigade.

In reaction to these moves, Campbell activated his forces, the 7th Armored division. A squadron of Blenheim IV’s also attempted an interdiction of the 15th Panzer Division. They were met by Italian CR-42’s. The Blenheims aborted without taking losses. The 4th Armored brigade moved into the fray with the 22nd infantry.

The 5th Leicht and 15th Panzer divisions attacked the Commonwealth 22nd and 4th in the open desert. As a result the 22nd Brigade was eliminated and the Germans took their option as a retreat, leaving the 4th Armored Brigade holding fast. 

Rommel activated using his initiative and moved KG Marcks and the rest of the 5th Leicht to the low hills of Alem Hamza.

Not to be outdone by Rommel, General Maletti also activated his force and the Ariete moved into position against the 4th Armored brigade. In the ensuing attack, the 7th Med. Panzer battalion was eliminated, while forcing the 4th Brigade to retreat. The Ariete Division advanced and captured Rotonda Ualeb.

The British received a reinforcement of a squadron of Bristol Beaufighters at El Aden. This unit can hold its own against enemy fighters. 

British forces repositioned themselves for what looks to be a defense of Tobruk. 4th Indian Division:

5th Indian brigade fuels and moves to Tobruk hedgehog at 5010.


CIH armored car battalion fuels and moves to Acroma.

2nd New Zealand Division:


5th Brigade fuels and moves to hedgehog in Tobruk fortress 4808

1st South African Division:


5th Brigade fuels and moves to Sollum

7th SA armored car fuels and moves to Sollum.

7th Armored Division:

4th Brigade fuels and rejoins the 7th Armored.


7th Brigade moves into King’s Cross hedgehog.

8-11 May 1941

Blenheims tried to lay down some interdiction at Rotonda Ualeb, but they were intercepted by our G.50’s. Both aborted A second squadron of Blenheims were sent out and they too were intercepted by G.50’s. Blenheims aborted with the wreckage of their aircraft scattered across the desert.

The British were persistent and sent out another squadron of Beaufighters on an interdiction mission. They too were intercepted by CR-42’s and both aborted after contact.

23rd Infantry brigade fueled and moved to Bardia. British 22nd Brigade occupied hedgehog at east end of the Tobruk defenses.7th South African armored car battalion moved in reserve. 8th Field Artillery battalion moved out of Tobruk to get in range to fire on the Axis line. 68th Med. and104th artillery battalions moved up to join the artillery barrage.

Maletti saw that he was in danger and was able to quickly activate his force. The Ariete Division successfully pulled back to avoid the foreseen artillery barrage.

Maletti and the Ariete Division advanced on the Commonwealth position again.

The 5th Leicht 1-5 and 2-5 panzer battalions and 3rd Reconnaissance battalion fueled and surrounded the Australian 7th and the 7th Armored divisions.

Two squadrons of Luftwaffe fighters [bf109’s and Bf 110’s] swept the El Aden airbase. The Hurricanes and Gladiators took to the air and the experienced Hurricane pilots proved able to drive the Luftwaffe out. First the Bf-109’s aborted, next the Bf-110’s aborted.

Commonwealth artillery barraged and disorganized the Ariete Division. 7th South Africa armored car battalion was released from reserve and was able to reopened the supply to the beleaguered troops.

DAK HQ ordered an immediate attack. Unfortunately, the defender gained surprise. 18th Indian cavalry was eliminated, 18th Infantry brigade retreated and disorganized, but the 5th Leicht Division’s 8th Battalion was also wrecked.

12-14 May 1941

The 2-5 Panzer Battalion [15th Panzer] found an abandoned supply dump. 

Here is the latest report on Commonwealth activity. 23rd Infantry Brigade fueled and moved to El Duda. 1st SA division moved past Gambut along the Via Balbia. 7th Armored fueled and pulled back into a reserve position. The newly reconstituted parts joined the rest of the division, as did Jock Campbell.

Regia Aeronautica G.50’s and CR-42’s were assigned a sweep at El Aden. After the initial engagement of the G.50’s and the Hurricanes, both aborted largely intact. The CR-42’s also tangled with the Gladiators. Both sides aborted with some aircraft losses.

Our three main divisions began to organize for attack. 15th Panzer maneuvered to the northern prong, while the Southern prong was to be handled by the 5th Leicht. Ariete Division remained in reserve.

Ju-88’s were sent out to hip shoot the 7th Australian division along the highway. Ju-87’s struck the units in the rear. These attacks had negligible effects.

SM-79’s laid down interdiction, unopposed, along Ridson Ridge.

In a surprise move, the British artillery fired at the 5th Leicht Division destroying the 39th Panzerjaeger. The 5th Leicht went ahead with the attack against the Australian 7th.Division.  As a result the Australian 21st Brigade was destroyed. The Germans exploited the attack. 5th Leicht attacked the Commonwealth artillery units. Odds are 6:1 8th Field artillery was destroyed and the 104th and 68th Med. artillery units were forced to retreat and become disorganized.

15-18 May 1941

5th Leicht division

33rd Panzerjaeger moved to Sidi Mufti

15th Panzer Division


1-8 panzer battalion fueled and moved in behind the front line.


15th panzer artillery fuels and tags along.

201st and 202nd motorcycle companies fueled and took control of the crossroads in the Rear of the Axis front lines.

3rd Med. Panzer also fueled and joined the 201st Bersaglieri.

The 5th Leicht and 15th Panzer artillery units expended supply to barrage the Australian 7th division. 18th Brigade was disorganized. Next the German forces attacked the Australian 18th brigade. We held the high ground against the Australians. 18th Brigade took some losses and the Axis units momentarily had to retreat.

KG Bach failed to activate but KG Marcks was successful. The Pioneers moved in to engage the 18th Brigade again. Our units obtained surprise and18th Brigade was eliminated. 

Another Hurricane squadron was brought into El Aden. A Beaufighter squadron was sent on an interdiction mission but was intercepted by G.50’s. The Beaufighters aborted without taking any losses. After this, a squadron of Blenheims went out to interdict and was intercepted by a squadron of Bf-110’s. Both sides aborted without loss.

15th Panzer artillery fired at the British armored cars, which became disorganized.

Jock Campbell decided to evacuate his force before they got into too much trouble.

7th Armored Division fueled up and moved in to attack Rommel on the flank. The defenders surprise but lose the 2-5 panzer battalion as the Rats retreated in safety. Rommel was there but luckily escaped any harm!

19-21 May 1941

A British squadron of Beaufighters ran some interdiction between the two opposing Armies.

16th Corps artillery regiment and 5th Army artillery brigade moved to Gadd el Ahmar, and the German 200th battalion moved to take control of the abandoned supply dump outside of Bir el Harmat.

Three squadrons of fighters were ordered to sweep the El Aden airbase. This mission was made up of Bf-109’s, Bf-110’s, and a squadron of Fiat G.50’s. First the Bf-109’s tangle with the Hurricanes with advantage. The Hurricanes were forced down and took some loses. The Bf-109’s pressed on and engaged a second squadron of Hurricanes. These Hurricanes also aborted. The fatigued Messerschmitt pilots engage the Gladiators and both aborted with minimal damage.

A squadron of SM-79’s was sent out to interdict near Knight’s Bridge. A squadron of Ju-88’s struck the El Aden Airbase. The Airbase sustained significant damage and was reduced. Also two squadrons of Blenheim IV’s were heavily damaged on the ground, in fact one was wiped out completely.

The Commonwealth fueled up some mobile units and moved them around the battlefield. Rommel was prompted to react by moving a Panzerjaeger in to reinforce the 200th battalion. In addition a squadron of Ca-309’s and SM-79’s joined forces to lay down some interdiction behind the 7th Armored division.

Artillery [107th and 1st RHA] barraged the 5th Leicht Division’s lead elements. These units were disorganized. Then the 7th Armored Division moved in and gained surprise. Both the 200th Battalion and 33rd Panzerjaeger were eliminated and some [1T ] supply was captured. Rommel, however, escaped.

The Commonwealth attempted to exploit their success. First, artillery barraged the German Panzers on the southern flank. This had no effect. The 7th Armored Division subsequently attacked the 1-5 Panzer battalion, which was eliminated! No Commonwealth loses were taken.

22-25 May 1941

The Commonwealth remained inactive after that last battle. The DAK HQ sent out

two squadrons to run down the Commonwealth fighters at El Aden. [Bf-109’s and G.50’s]  The Beaufighters aborted before combat. The Hurricanes took on the Bf-109’s. Both sides aborted without loss.

This was what we were looking for. A squadron of Ju-88’s was given the mission to barrage the El Aden airbase. The Junkers bomber squadron avoided flak and successfully hit the airbase. The reduced Gladiators were destroyed on the ground as were the reduced squadron of Hurricanes and Blenheim IV’s. This was a rather successful mission for a change.

The 5th Leicht Division fueled up a battalion and then consolidated at Aslog Ridge. Rommel joined them and reorganized them under KG Marcks. 15th Panzer Division expended supply for fuel and consolidated at the low hills of Alem Hanza. 33rd Reconnaissance was put into reserve. 

26-28 May 1941

After the Commonwealth spent some time reconstituting lost units, the 7th Armored Division fueled and the 4th and 7th Brigades joined the rest of the Division as it prepared to assault Rommel.

This didn’t go unnoticed. Bf-109’s and Italian G.50’s attempted to sweep the El Aden base. The Hurricanes scrambled and took to the air to take on the Messerschmitts. After both sides sustained damage, they aborted.

A squadron of SM-79’s interdicted the 7th Armored Division, while Ju-87’s were ordered to hip shoot the 7th Armored. As a result, the 7th Brigade took losses and the Division became disorganized.

Ariete Division fueled up three units and the entire division moved to Sidi Mufta. S. Maria MG battalion and Generalisimo Maletti joined the division as well.

Although Campbell couldn’t get his units going to react to our activity, 9th Reconnaissance battalion was released and moved up along with two artillery units. The artillery fire and Rommel’s 5th Leicht was disorganized.

DAK ordered the Axis attack. At somewhat even odds in the assault, the S. Maria MG battalion was lost. The rest of the Axis force had to withdraw.

29-31 May 1941

The British rebuilt a squadron of Hurricanes at King’s Cross airbase. The 7th Armored Division, which was still disorganized, fueled and pulled back out of harm’s way.

A couple thousand tons of supply went to the bottom of the Mediterranean Sea!

G.50’s at El Mechili were consolidated into one full strength squadron.

Rommel moved the 5th Leicht into a position at Aslog Ridge.

1-4 June 1941

Ultra Breaks Axis Codes. [So the Allies get to see our shipping results.]

Logistics Projection: Shipping is expected to reach a peak. Our projections show that at least 18,000 tons per week will be delivered to Tripoli. 

2nd New Zealand Infantry Division rebuilt unit in Tobruk. 

We lost more supply at Tripoli. Since the Greek Campaign has finally ended in an Axis victory, we now have an airbase in Crete. Regia Aeronautica received a squadron of G.50 fighters, which was stationed at the airbase at El Mechili. A squadron of Ju-88’s arrived at Crete along with a squadron of Ju-87’s. 362nd 363rd and 364th mountain artillery batteries arrived at Sicily. 

Well, the Commonwealth must know that we received no Cross-Mediterranean shipping this time! Ouch!

Several squadrons of tactical bombers re-based to Crete. They included squadrons of Ca-309’s, Ju-88’s and two squadrons of SM-79’s. The British won’t be able to hut the over there, and supply won’t be an issue.

A squadron made up of Fiat G.50’s and CR-42’s was sent on a sweep against El Aden.

Initially the Hurricanes chased the G.50’s away. But the CR-42’s engaged the Hurricanes and both sides aborted.

A squadron of G.50’s and Bf-109’s from the Luftwaffe swept the airbase at King’s Cross. The Hurricanes scrambled and caused the Italians to abort. The Luftwaffe fighters engaged and also aborted. A second wave with G.50’s and Bf-110’s attacked. The Italians had advantage, but aborted. The Bf-110’s attacked next. This time both aborted.

The 5th Leicht sent the 2nd MG battalion forward to spot for a hip shoot. A squadron of Ju-87’s went after Campbell, resulting in a hit and the 7th Armored division was disrupted.

5th Leicht fueled up and moved to position with 2nd MG. KG Marcks and Rommel also went along. The 5th Leicht attempted to overrun the 7th Armored Division. 7th Armored Division was estimated to be at half strength. The attackers gained surprise and eliminated the 7th Hussar armored car battalion. The rest of the 7th Armored Division retreated. The 5th Leicht followed and overran again. Our units gained surprise again. This time the 7th Support Brigade was wrecked and the 4th Armored Brigade took heavy losses. The 7th Armored division retreated again. 

The 15th Panzer division moved to the Trigh el Abd to face the reserve Commonwealth units on the flank. Ju-88’s from Crete we called upon to bring in some hip shoot, but with no effect this time. General Maletti and the Ariete Division expended fuel to cut off the retreat of the Australians in reserve.

Australian 9th Reconnaissance battalion fueled and pulled back from the imminent Axis attack. The 107th and 1st RH artillery battalions pulled back as well.

KG Marcks failed to activate. KG Bach activated and moved to join the 15th Panzer infantry battalions along the Trigh el Abd to meet the retreating Australians. General Maletti also failed to activate. Rommel failed his activation too! KG Linau activated and fueled the two 15th Panzer battalions. The two battalions moved to cutoff any Australian retreat.

The 15th Panzer artillery regiment launched a barrage against the hapless Australians. The Commonwealth units became disorganized. The 15th Panzer attacked the Australian 9th reconnaissance battalion and 107th and 1st Artillery. The cut off units had to use internals for supply. The 9th battalion was lost, while the 15th Panzer retreated leaving the two Commonwealth artillery battalions surrounded.

5-7 June 1941

Commencement of Axis Operations in Europe: Operation Barbarossa has been launched against the Soviet Union. We are confident of victory. Meanwhile the Fliegerkorps will be recalled for immediate use on the Eastern Front. Good Luck to Deutches Afrika Korps. –OKH 

More British units were observed piling into Sollum. The Commonwealth launched an air strike against the airbase at Maraua. Two squadrons of Blenheims and a squadron of Wellingtons participated in the attack. The mission encountered flak but damage was minimal. The ensuing barrage inflicted no damage whatsoever to our airbase itself, but manages to destroy half of the Bf-110’s.

Further Commonwealth movement was detected. 1st RHA and 107th Artillery battalions pulled back to Bir El Gubi. 4th and 5th Brigades of the 2nd New Zealanders fueled and moved to point 176. 

A squadron of Beaufighters was sent to interdict area around point 178 and encountered flak. Since they incurred no damage, the mission continued. 

KG Linau activated the 1-8 panzer battalion and the 33rd reconnaissance battalion in reaction but thereafter realized that the interdictors prevented the overrun. Instead they moved adjacent to the separated British artillery units. British artillery fired on the 15th Panzer in KG Linau, but with little effect.

The 2-8 Panzer battalion was rebuilt at DAK HQ.

A sweep was performed against the Beaufighters on interdiction. Two squadrons of G.50’s and Bf-109’s engaged the Commonwealth bombers. The Beaufighters aborted their mission and left aircraft parts scattered all over the desert sands.

Ju-87b’s from Crete re-based to airstrip at Bomba.

G.50’s performed a fighter sweep at El Aden. The Hurricanes aborted and became inactive.

KG Linau fueled the 1-8 panzer and the 33rd reconnaissance battalions and they overran the exposed commonwealth artillery. The artillery had no defense and both the 107th artillery and 1st RHA artillery battalions were eliminated.

KG Bach and the 15th Panzer moved in to engage the Commonwealth reserve units at the point outside of El Aden. KG Marcks and the 5th Leicht advanced to the southern flank of the commonwealth units. Subsequently, these Commonwealth reserve units fueled and pulled back behind El Aden.

KG Bach activated and moved against El Aden. KG Marcks failed to activate. Rommel activated and the 5th Leicht made a move against El Aden. 5th and 15th Panzer artillery fired. The Infantry brigade at El Aden became disorganized as a result.

Rommel ordered a frontal attack on the El Aden position. The 104th Infantry regiment and the 1-5 and 2-5 panzer battalions expended combat supply and struck the airbase garrison. The Indian Brigade gained surprise. In the ensuing combat the 4th Indian Brigade took heavy losses and was forced to retreat toward the coast. Axis units advanced and recaptured the El Aden airbase. The Hurricanes had to flee to the airstrip at Gambut.

8-11 June 1941

Current Logistics Report: We have the naval assets to move approximately 18,000 tons of supply to Tripoli each week. The Allies are having some success in interdicting our convoys as the Fliegerkorps is no longer protecting them from Allied interdiction. Trucks are being used to move 3000 tons from Tripoli to the Marble Arches each week. Six to seven thousand tons are being shipped along coastal North Africa into the various ports commensurate with their capacity to unload. Trucks have been employed to move supply from the various ports, Benghazi, Derna, Appollonia, etc. to our main supply dump near El Mechili.

The airstrip at Bomba was attacked by three squadrons of tactical bombers [reportedly Wellingtons and Blenheim’s] The airstrip was hit hard and several of the grounded Ju-87’s were damaged. 

The captured Italian tank battalion fueled up and moved to a position at Rotonda Uelab.

The Coastal Artillery at Tobruk fired against Rommel’s forces. In the resulting mayhem our units were disorganized. The 7th Armored Division and the armored car battalions attacked Rommel and gained surprise. Both sides took casualties. 15th Panzer’s 104th Infantry regiment was lost. The Royal armored car battalion was also lost. CIH cavalry was eliminated so that the Commonwealth could hold its ground. Rommel was forced to retreat. 7th South African battalion recaptured El Aden and its vital airbase.

Jock Campbell activated the 7th Armored division. 7th Support group barraged our forces to no effect. 7th Armored Division launched an attack, but the British division retreated before losses could accumulate on either side.

General Maletti and the Ariete division moved to Aslog Ridge.

A squadron of G.50’s and another of Bf-109’s swept the King’s Cross airbase. They were met by scrambling Hurricanes. The Axis had advantage with two squadrons of fighters. The G.50’s lost the first round and aborted with casualties. The second wave of Bf-109’s attacked next. The Hurricanes were forced down this time with several aircraft shot down.

A squadron of Ju-87b’s was sent to barrage the Commonwealth Italian Tank battalion. The barrage had no effect.

Ariete Division was ordered to attack the Commonwealth position. The Commonwealth unit was isolated and had to use internal supply. The Commonwealth tanks were destroyed by Maletti’s force.

12-14 June 1941

Rommel has left the theater to meet with HQ at Berlin.

There was severe damage done to our shipping this week by the Malta outpost. 

3-255th infantry battalion was moved from Bomba to area west of Gazala.

605th AT battalion fueled at Bomba and moved into the Hedgehog position at Gazala.

408th artillery battalion joined the 3-255th outside of Gazala.

61st and 62nd regiments of the Trento division moved to garrison the Italian 22nd Corps HQ at Chorma. 8th Bersaglieri infantry fueled and moved from 22nd HQ to join the Ariete division at Rotonda Ualeb. 1st Med. Panzer fueled up at El Chorma and joined the Ariete Division.  2-8 Panzer [15th PZ] fueled at DAK HQ and joined KG Linau on the south flank.

Two squadrons were sent to sweep the Gambut airstrip. The Bf-109’s engaged the scrambling Hurricanes, which were subsequently destroyed.

A squadron of Stukas from Bomba re-based to Maraua. A squadron of Ju-88’s from Crete struck the King’s Cross airbase. The bombers evaded enemy flak and hit the airbase hard. The airbase sustained significant damage. The remaining Beaufighters were destroyed on the ground.

Ju-87b’s from Maraua struck the 7th South African armored car battalion at El Aden. The Stukas were damaged by Flak. Then the KDG armored car battalion was eliminated and the 7th SA battalion was disorganized by the air attack.

23rd Infantry battalion was released to reinforce the El Aden garrison.

KG Bach, KG Marcks, and General Malettiall activated. KG Lineau failed to activate. 

KG Marcks moved to join KG Bach for an attack on El Aden. 15th Panzer fired artillery against El Aden. Commonwealth 23rd brigade took losses and became disorganized. 

The KG’s attacks resulted in the 23rd brigade’s destruction. 3rd Reconnaissance battalion was also lost [5th Liecht]. The 7th South African battalion retreated to the south east of el Duda. The KG Marcks recaptured the airbase.

Campbell activated his 7th Armored division: 7th Armored fueled. Campbell directed the division to El Aden. Three squadrons of tactical bombers were sent out to strike the German units at El Aden. They evaded flak but the barrage had no effect. 

Coastal Artillery barraged the KG Marcks group The Axis unit was disorganized. 7th Armored followed up by attacking. The defender gained surprise. What was initially an overwhelming attack became a 3:1 odds attack. [Bad Dice to boot] Commonwealth 4th Brigade was wrecked. The German 2nd MG retreated to the southwest. What an expensive disaster!

15-18 June 1941

Reorganization: The DAK HQ rebuilt the 3rd Reconnaissance battalion [5th Leicht] and the S. Maria Machinegun Battalion.

KG Bach moved into El Aden Airbase.

3rd Reconnaissance Battalion fueled at DAK and joined KG Marcks. S. Maria MG battalion fueled and joined General Maletti and the Ariete Division.

HQ ordered a fighter sweep at King’s Cross. Bf-109’s and G.50’s engaged the Hurricanes which were put down without damage. 

The Commonwealth’s Tobruk Coastal Artillery barraged KG Bach at El Aden. The KG and 15th Panzer units became disorganized. 

A squadron of Ca-309’s and SM-79’s were sent to jointly interdict the area around Baheia airstrip.

The British reportedly have reinforcements debarking at the port facilities at Alexandria.

British 7th Infantry Brigade advanced into the rear area of KG Bach. 7th Support Brigade moved in from the North, while the rest of 7th Armored prepared to attack.

Bach reacted by activating and pulling his units out of El Aden to avoid the imminent attack. 

The 7th Armored Division, which was led by Campbell, followed the KG, while South African units reclaimed the airbase. 

7th Armored Division launched an attack against KG Bach. In the resulting conflagration, 115th infantry regiment was destroyed as well as 1-75th Artillery Battalion. 33rd Artillery, 15th Panzer and 5th Leech’s trucks retreated to the Trigh el Abd. 

19-21 June 1941

Two squadrons made up of Regia Aeronautica Ca-309’s and SM-79’s returned to base in Crete to refit. Aircraft at the Maraua Airbase refit as well two fighter squadrons made up of Messerschmitt Bf-109’s and Fiat G.50’s

A total of 9,000 tons of supply was unloaded at Tripoli. Slowly supply was accumulated for forthcoming offensives. Next, elements of the two German Divisions were consolidated. 15th Panzer concentrated at El Gubi while 5th Leicht regrouped for an attack on the 7th Infantry Brigade due west of the El Aden airbase. Supply from the various port facilities was loaded by truck and moved forward to the dump outside of El Mechili. 

DAK HQ ordered a fighter sweep mission against the Commonwealth airbase at King’s Cross. A squadron of G.50’s and another of Bf-109’s attacked. The Hurricanes scrambled and met the Luftwaffe. The Messerschmitts forced down the remaining Hurricanes.

After the patrolling fighters were neutralized, two squadrons of tactical bombers were sent out on an interdiction mission centered on the track between the airstrips at Baheira and Sidi Azeiz. Both squadrons [Ca-309’s and SM 79’s] evaded enemy flak. [These Italian tactical bombers are excellent interdictors]

5th Army artillery brigade and16th Corps artillery regiment moved up to Rotonda Ualeb.

A squadron of Ju-88’s from Crete was called in to barrage the 7th Brigade. The Junkers ran into some flak but came through unscathed. Then they hit their target and disorganized the infantry brigade.

The British 22nd Infantry Brigade was released from reserve and moved up to fortify the beleaguered 7th Brigade.

KG Marcks and KG Bach joined in attacking the British units outside of El Aden. The attacking units gained surprise, and both the 7th and 22nd brigades took losses and retreated to King’s Cross. 

Rommel activated the 5th Leicht units with KG Bach. [Marcks’ KG failed to activate.] General Maletti and the Ariete Division along with other independent assets were released from reserve. Maletti fueled the mechanized units, which moved to the Coastal road due north of Acroma to meet the Australian 9th Division. 

A squadron of Ju-88’s was called in to barrage, but had little effect. Two squadrons of Ju-87b’s flew in to barrage the British at El Aden, resulting in the 5th New Zealand brigade’s disorganization.

The Ariete artillery expended supply for a barrage, which also had no effect. Maletti attacked the Australians, who had surprise. The Italians were repulsed. The S. Maria MG battalion was lost and the entire force retreated toward Acroma.

Rommel had better luck. The 5th Leicht Division attacked the 5th New Zealand Brigade, which was completely obliterated with no losses to the Germans.

The Commonwealth 150th Brigade advanced through interdiction from Sollum to Sidi Azeiz. South African 1st Division has moved into the area of battle, organizing themselves at Sollum.

22-25 June 1941

Commonwealth 7th Brigade pulled back into fortress Tobruk to receive badly needed replacements. Trucks at Mersa Matruh load 2000 tons of supply and transfer the cargo to Tobruk. Interdicting Italian aircraft slowed the convoy quite significantly. 150th Brigade moved to the airstrip at Gasr Arid. 8th and 42nd RTR armored battalions fueled up and advanced to the Amseet airstrip. 1st South African brigade moved from Sollum to Sidi Azeiz. 6th South African brigade and 3rd South African armored car battalion arrived at Sollum.

A squadron of Blenheims was sent on an interdiction mission at El Aden. One squadron of G.50’s was sent to sweep the Blenheims at El Aden. The Blenheims safely aborted to base.

At an Axis port in Zuetina, 7th Med. panzer battalion of Ariete Division was rebuilt.

7th Med. panzer battalion fueled and moved from Zuetina to Aslog Ridge. 5th Army artillery and 25th Corps artillery go into reserve and move to Aslog Ridge.

Ca-309’s and SM-79’s were sent to interdict at the track between the airstrips at Baheira and Sidi Azeiz.

26-28 June 1941

The HQ at Tobruk reorganized the 7th brigade [7th division]. Trucks traveled from Bardia to Mersa Matruh to pick up supply for Tobruk. They encountered enemy aircraft on the return trip to Bardia.

South African 3rd brigade fueled and moved to Sollum. South African 6th brigade relocated to Sidi Azeiz. South African 1st brigade moved to Gasr el Arid, 7th brigade moved from Tobruk to el Hammed, and 150th brigade moved to the Western Desert HQ.

44th RTR armored battalion fueled to join the other two RTR battalions at the airstrip at Amseet.

Italian 22nd Corps HQ reconstituted the S.Maria MG battalion and the 34th infantry battalion at Chorma.

General Rommel expended supply to train his panzers! [DAK HQ used 2SP from their dump.] Shipping of supply from Sicily went extremely well, with the cargo arriving without incident.

 7th Med. panzer battalion of Ariete Division fuelled and joined the division with General Maletti at Acroma. S.Maria MG and 34th infantry battalions moved into Tmimi

29-30 June 1941

The Allies had unusual success in striking our convoys. We lost approximately two thirds of the cargo. A lot is being wasted at Tripoli, as we haven’t been able to move it efficiently to the DAK HQ due to a shortage of trucks and coastal shipping assets.

Italian 551st Anti Tank moved to Bomba as the 34th Infantry and S.Maria MG battalions moved into the hedgehog at Gazala. Supply continued to trickle in to the dumps at El Mechili.

Our aircraft is putting a lot of pressure on the Commonwealth and their efforts to truck supply to Tobruk.

South African 1st brigade joined the rest of the division at Western Desert HQ.

South African 6th brigade moved safely through interdiction to Gasr el Arid.

South African 3rd brigade and British 14th Brigade pulled into Sidi Azeiz.

1 July 1941

The Commonwealth began to re-deploy for a defense of Tobruk and the ports at Bardia and Sollum.

South African 6th Brigade occupied point 175. South African 3rd and British 14th brigades moved to a position at Gasr Amid. Indian 9th brigade moved from Sollum to Sidi Azeiz and the Western Desert HQ pulled back to Bir Scefsciuf along with 150th Brigade.

The Axis dump in Tripoli continued to take attritional losses due to the inability to quickly move the supply to the DAK. More reinforcements were released to North Africa. The more important ones were aircraft. Three squadrons of fighters became available which should help with local air superiority. The base at Crete has greatly limited the Commonwealth’s ability to inflict damage on our tactical bombers. A squadron of Bf-109’s was stationed at Gazala with another squadron of CR 42’s. One Squadron of MC 200’s flew into the airbase at El Mechili.

Trucks were used to move supply from Tripoli to the Marble Arches, to help with the inevitable losses that have been taking place. Meanwhile the trucks continued to stock the El Mechili dumps.

Two squadrons of SM 79-s interdicted the track between the airstrips at Baheira and Sidi Azeiz. 

5th Leicht moves south of El Aden to strike the 7th Armored division. One squadron of Ju-88’s came in from Crete for some hip shoot, but with no effect. Thus a second squadron was called in from Crete. This time the Luftwaffe disorganized the 7th Armored division.

In reaction, 10th Support brigade was released from reserve and moved into the 7th Division’s location. 10th Support brigade proceeded to barrage Rommel’s 5th Leicht, disorganizing them. 

The 5th Army artillery brigade barraged the port facilities at Tobruk, with no effect.

Rommel called for the attack on the British despite the damage caused by the punitive barrage. 5th Leicht attacked the 7th Armored Division. Things did not turn out well and the German 2nd MG battalion was lost and the rest of the Axis forces retreated.

Subsequently, Rommel and KG Marcks activated and connected at El Aden. Also, the Italian Macchi 200 squadron re-based from El Mechili to El Aden.

5 –7 July 1941

After refitting, two squadrons of SM 79-s were sent out to interdict at the track between the airstrips at Baheira and Sidi Azeiz.

The Commonwealth used coastal artillery in a preemptive barrage against the Italian artillery outside of Tobruk. Our units were disorganized. We responded with a barrage: by the 5th Army and 16th Corps artillery. The barrage did no damage to the port facilities at Tobruk.

The Bergami Raggruppamento failed to activate.

The Commonwealth received aircraft reinforcements and replacements at Alexandria. South African 3rd Brigade moved to point 175, and the Indian 9th brigade moved through interdiction to Gasr Arid.

We sent a squadron of Ju-88’s out to strike the Australian 24th Brigade at Gazala, but there was no damage. A second squadron of Ju-88’s struck the Australians. The Australians were disorganized this time. 22nd HQ ordered another barrage of the port facilities but failed to inflict any significant damage.  

8-11 July 1941

Italian 1st Med. panzer battalion fueled and moved to cut off 7th Armored Division’s potential retreat path. 15th Panzer moved into striking position to the south of 7th Armored. 5th Leicht moved into position to the west. Ju-88’s were called in to hip shoot 7th Armored Division, which was subsequently disorganized.

In reaction, the British 7th Support group barraged and disorganized Rommel’s 5th Leicht.

Italian artillery continued to pound the Tobruk port facilities with little effect.

Rommel launched an aggressive attack against the 7th Armored division expending 1SP 2T in supply. The Desert rats put up a stubborn defense. 15th Panzer lost the 33rd Reconnaissance Battalion, and 7th Armored took losses from the support group during the retreat.

Italian reserve artillery barraged the Tobruk port facility, again without effect.

Hurricanes at Ft. Capuzzo airstrip were ordered to address the Italian interdiction aircraft. One squadron of SM-79’s voluntarily aborted. The other faced the Commonwealth fighters, which caused the SM-79’s to abort without incident. The Hurricanes land at Ghazal Station airstrip to refit. Now the supply trucks can move without interference. The LayForce Commandos arrived at Bardia.

Italian artillery expended supply to barrage the Port facilities at Tobruk. The port finally sustained some damage. The port at Tobruk now has two hits.

12-14 July 1941

11th Marine battalion took up a position in Amseet and 151st brigade moved to Sollum. 9th Indian brigade joined the garrison at Western Desert HQ.1st South African division was positioned at el Duda to stage an attack on El Aden airbase. Jock Campbell joined the 1st South African division.

In reaction, a squadron of Ju-88’s barraged and disorganized the South Africans. Italian artillery barraged the Tobruk port facilities.

Due to the Ju-88 attack, Jock Campbell activated, canceled the attack, and pulled the South African Division back to more favorable terrain to the east.

Two fighter squadrons were sent to sweep the Sidi Azeiz airstrip. Bf-109’s and G.50’s engaged the Hurricanes. The battled opened with the Messerschmitts and Hurricanes and both aborted. The Hurricanes landed with some losses and Luftwaffe did not return. However, The G.50’s safely returned to base.

Note to HQ DAK: Rommel is out of contact. We hope all is okay.

The 15th panzer and 5th Leicht fueled and moved to the east of El Aden. Ju-88’s were called in for a barrage, which had no effect. A second mission of Ju-88’s attacked. This time the Australians were disorganized. 

Jock Campbell was asleep this time and failed to activate! 4th New Zealand brigade was released to buttress the beleaguered 7th Armored Division.

Italian HQ used artillery to hit the Tobruk Port facilities. The port sustained heavy damage as it has accumulated three hits. It is now down to a 2T capacity. This combined with our interdiction plan, should cut down on the Commonwealth’s ability to provide supply. Combat: 15th Panzer artillery barraged the 1st South African Division with no effect.

15-18 July 1941

The Commonwealth had good luck from Malta and no cargo made it across to Tripoli. DAK HQ sent out engineers to build an airbase to the south east of El Mechili.

A squadron of Ju-88’s struck the 7th Armored Division, which became disorganized.

Additionally, two SM-79 squadrons interdicted the 7th Armored. In reaction, the 7th Support group barraged Rommel’s KG, to no effect. 

Italian artillery no focused their strikes against the Tobruk supply dumps. This barrage had no effect. Rommel’s panzers attacked the Commonwealth 7th Armored Division. In this attack, 5th Leicht lost a panzer battalion, while the 7th Armored retreated.

Italian artillery in reserve is released to strike the supply dump at Tobruk. This time Tobruk dump took substantial loses [1SP 2T.]

1st SAS commando unit arrived at Bardia. One Hurricane squadron re-based to Gasr el Arid. Hurricanes from Sidi Azeiz were ordered to strike the interdictors at Sidi Rezegh. The fighters engaged the Ca-309’s, which amazingly caused the Hurricanes abort to Gambut airstrip.

Italian artillery struck the dump at Tobruk, which took losses. [1SP and 2T and 1T of trucks]

19-21 July 1941

To conserve fuel and shipping assets, several reinforcing units are moving slowly toward the Tobruk salient. 864th Artillery arrived at Msus. 362nd 363rd and 364th artillery batteries passed through Agebdabia. 902nd Artillery, 2-115th Artillery, 911th Artillery and the 288th Sonderverband Kommando Regiment moved to El Gatafia. 10-300th and 6-300th Oasis companies moved to Mersa Brega

Trucks delivered 1SP 2T from Benghazi to El Mechili.

DAK HQ ordered a fighter sweep mission against the airstrip at Gasr el Arid. MC-200’s met the Hurricanes over their airstrip. Both sides aborted after taking several losses during the grueling air combat!

Ju-88’s barraged the airbase at Gambut. Target was hit but failed to destroy any aircraft. 

A second squadron of Ju-88’s was sent to attack the airstrip at Gasr el Arid, but failed to deliver their payload.

Ca 309’s and two squadrons of SM 79’s were sent to interdict at Sidi Rezegh.

DAK HQ engineers continued to work on the new airbase, which was brought up to “Level Two”

Italian artillery launched a barrage against the dumps at Tobruk., which reportedly took heavy losses. [2SP’s. 1T of trucks were destroyed.]

Italian artillery was released from reserve and fired on the Tobruk dump. More damage was inflicted. [2T was destroyed.]

Hurricanes at Gambut and Gasr el Arid refit.

Currently the Coastal shipping is limited to 2T to Tobruk and 2T to Sollum or Bardia.

The remaining trucks escaped from Tobruk after sustaining heavy damage during the Italian bombardment. They were headed to load cargo at Mersa Matruh. There they loaded 1SP and moved it to Sollum.

10th Indian brigade moved to Sollum. 150th and 151st brigades re-deployed to Gambut. Several personnel replacement units have arrived at the Western Desert HQ. 

7th Armored Division fueled in order to pull back. 7th Support Brigade also pulled back to Western Desert HQ for needed replacements.

1st SAS commandos moved from the coast to Bir Tiabelesim. Colonel Robert Laycock and the LayForce commandos go to Gabr Saleh. 11th Marines moved into hedgehogs outside of Bardia.

A squadron of G.50’s struck the Hurricanes at Gambut and the Hurricanes were forced down without loss. In another reaction mission, G.50’s and Bf-110’s attacked the Hurricanes at Gasr el Arid. The G.50’s were forced to abort. The next wave of Bf-110’s engaged the British aircraft. The Messerschmitts were outmatched and blown out of the sky by the crafty Hurricane pilots.

Italian artillery has been on target lately so it launched another barrage designed to reduce the Commonwealth supply at Tobruk. This was another effective attack. [1SP is destroyed at Tobruk.]

22-25 July 1941

Weather Report Transcript: High winds and Sandstorms blow across the North African desert. Areas hardest hit are Cyrene and Benghazi as well as Cairo and the Delta in Egypt. End of transcript.

Due to effective interdiction from the Allies at Malta some of the cargo from Sicily was lost at sea. The Germans did receive some replacements though. 

Three fighter squadrons refit at the DAK Airbase.[G.50’s, CR-42’s and MC200’s. 1T]

Sandstorms severely hindered the movement of reinforcing units. 864th artillery arrived at Bir el Melezz. 288th Sonderverband Kommados pulled in to Agedabia along with artillery.
20th and 24th Corps artillery made it to HQ at El Chorma. The 10th Army artillery and d’Maneuvre Artillery also arrived at El Chorma.

Another fighter sweep was executed against Gabr el Arid airstrip. A squadron of G.50’s engaged the scrambling Hurricanes with a second wave of MC 200’s in the wings. The Italian fighters forced the Hurricanes down again.

Three Italian tactical bomber squadrons interdicted at Sidi Rezegh. Ju-88’s were sent out to barrage the 1st South African division, but had no effect. More Ju-88’s were sent to barrage the Gambut airstrip. The airstrip was hit but the bombs failed to find a single aircraft.

The Italian 5th Army artillery brigade expended 3T to barrage the supply dumps at Tobruk. The barrage eliminated 2T of supply.[This does not seem cost effective anymore]

During exploitation the Bignami Raggruppamento activated and fired the 5th Army artillery brigade at the Tobruk Supply dump. Expense 3T. No effect. [Most definitely not cost effective]

The aircraft refit at Gasr el Arib and Gambut [2T] restores two Hurricane squadrons to active duty. 

The Western Desert HQ reorganized some damaged units. The 7th Support Brigade was brought up to full-strength and the 5th New Zealand brigade was rebuilt. 

69th Infantry Brigade arrived at to Sollum. 50th divisional trucks moved to Gambut with the 150th Brigade.

The 7th Support brigade moved to rejoin the 7th Armored Division. 1st SAS Commandos moved to Rotonda Tieffel. The LayForce commandos took positions on the Aslog Ridge.

3rd South African armored car battalion left Sollum to join the South African 1st Division.

In reaction, the Italians’ 5th Army artillery brigade expended 3T to strike the Supply base at Tobruk. The barrage destroys 2T of supply.

The Commonwealth Coastal Artillery launched a barrage against Rommel’s panzers. 15th Panzer artillery regiment was destroyed in the attack. The rest of Rommel’s units became disorganized.

The South African 1st Division assaulted the panzers in front of El Aden. The attack didn’t go well for the Commonwealth. 3rd South African armored car company, which led the attack, was eliminated and the rest of the division had to retreat through interdiction, after which they became disorganized.

26-28 July 1941

Weather Report Transmission: The storm winds in Benghazi and Libya have abated. Severe sandstorms have moved in to afflict Alexandria.

The Commonwealth received the 161st Brigade as reinforcements. 

South African 1St Division moved into position in order to attack Rommel. The South African 6th armored car battalion joined the 1st Division to lead the attack. In a separate attack, New Zealand 4th brigade and 28th battalion moved into position against the Italian panzer battalion.

1st SAS Commando pushed forward to Sidi Muftah, attempting to disrupt Rommel’s supply line.

Coastal Artillery at Tobruk expends 3T to barrage Rommel’s force. The Axis divisions became disorganized as a result.

1st South African Division lead by 6th armored car The attacking Commonwealth units gained surprise, but the South African’s were repulsed by the Germans and had to retreat to limit their losses. 

The New Zealanders attack the reserve Italian panzer. [1st Med] This attacked failed to be decisive in anyway and the New Zealanders retreated to point 175. There were no significant losses on either side.

A squadron of Ca-309’s and two squadrons of SM-79’s returned to base at Crete.

The Crete airbase refit two squadrons of Ju-88’s, two squadrons of SM-79’s and a squadron of Ca-309’s.

Two squadrons of fighters refit at DAK airbase [MC-200’s and G.50’s]

All of the supply from Sicily made the trip across the Mediterranean successfully.  

Italian 1st Parachute battalion moved to Antelat. Trucks move 3SP’s from Benghazi to el Mechili dump.

Rommel expends fuel on the 5th Leicht and 15th Panzer to pull back and regroup both divisions. The 15th Panzer continued back to engage the British Commandos, which threatened supply lines.

Two squadrons of Italian fighters attempted a sweep of the the British fighters at Gambut. The Hurricanes scrambled to face a full-strength squadron of G.50’s. The Hurricanes were overwhelmed and re-based safely.

A squadron of Bf-109’s attacked the Hurricanes based at Gasr Arid. CR-42’s tagged along just in case, so the Luftwaffe had advantage. Both the Hurricanes and Messerschmitts aborted without taking any losses.

Three Italian tactical bomber squadrons were sent out to interdict at Seafran along the coastal road to Tobruk. They encountered Flak, but all of the aircraft made it through to continue the mission.

South African 4th and 7th armored car battalions were released to reinforce the commando unit. 

Ju-88’s attacked the British Commando and South African units. All of the Commonwealth units became disorganized.

29-31 July 1941

Three Italian aircraft return to base from interdiction. Airbase at Crete refitted four squadrons of tactical bombers. Airbase at DAK HQ refitted two squadrons of fighters [1T].

To HQ DAK: 1-5 panzer battalion of the 5th Leicht division is rebuilt at Derna.
About 1,500 tons of supply was sunk to the bottom of the Mediterranean Sea by Allied interdiction. 

In addition, more supply was used up as General Rommel organized an extensive training exercise.

Three Italian tactical bombers were sent out to interdict at Seafran. 

288th Sonderverband Kommado battalion arrived at Antelat. Italian 1st Parachute arrived at Msus. 1-5th Panzer battalion fueled at Derna and rejoined the 5th Leicht division.

A squadron of Ju-88’s struck the Gambut airstrip. They encountered no flak and inflicted no damage on the British base.

Two battalions of the 15th Panzer were fueled and joined Rommel to face the British and South African nuisance. Rommel attacked the Commonwealth units at Sidi Maftah. The Commonwealth units used internal supply. Rommel’s forces destroyed the 4th South African armored car battalion. Then he cut his losses and retreated.

Luftwaffe bombers hit the Gambut airstrip again hoping to catch the Hurricanes off guard. This time the Hurricanes were all destroyed on the ground!

Rommel activated the 15th Panzer. Expending 2T for fuel, they moved to engage the hapless South Africans. In the ensuing battle, the panzers obliterated both the 1st SAS Commandos and the 7th South African Armored car battalion.

One Squadron of Kittyhawk fighters arrived at King’s Cross Airbase as reinforcements.

Hurricanes engaged the Italian tactical bombers interdicting Commonwealth units. The Hurricanes and Ca-309’s both aborted without losses. The two SM-79’s continue interdiction. The mission was a failure.

5th Indian Brigade moves to Sidi Azeiz. New Zealand 4th Brigade and 28th battalion moved to engage the Italian Panzer battalion stationed below El Aden. Italian 1st Med. panzer battalion was subsequently released and pulled back to El Aden. This thwarted the Commonwealth’s plan for attack.

1-4 August 1941

Weather report: Severe SandStorms race through North Africa. The Affected areas include the Cairo region, Alexandria and Tobruk Regions. End transmission

7th Armored division absorbed an equipment unit to recover strength. 

69th Brigade moved forward to join the rest of 50th Infantry Division north of Gambut. New Zealand 4th Brigade and 28th battalion, recent targets of Axis attention, pulled back to point 175.

The LayForce Commando unit was pulled back to Bir el Gubi.

Logistics Report to HQ DAK: We currently have excellent shipping capacity available, to move 12,000 tons of supply to Tripoli each week. Because of the combination of losses at sea and the efficiency of DAK HQ’s use of truck convoys, the Tripoli dump is nearly exhausted. It was estimated that some 750 tons were lost to attrition. 

Aircraft reinforcements arrived. One Squadron of Br-20’s were stationed at the airbase at Crete. We expect this squadron to be used to interdict Commonwealth transport. One Squadron of CR-42’s arrived at El Aden to improve the strength of our patrol zone. One squadron of Messerschmitt Bf-109’s was received as reinforcements at DAK’s airbase.

To Rommel at HQ DAK: The rest of the Italian Ariete Division has been made available. It is currently at Sicily, ready to embark for immediate transport.

DAK HQ forms the 580th Afrika Exploration company, the 900th Afrika Pioneer battalion, 707th and 709\8th Infantry Gun companies and 2-300th Oasis battalion.

Italian 10th Corps HQ rebuilt the Provisional MC battalion at Zuetina.

Supply was successfully shipped to [2 SP’s ] Tripoli, along with 9th Med Panzer battalion; Ariete AT battalion, GGFF infantry regiment and RECAM Raggruppamento

Italian 1st Parachute battalion arrived at Ascher.

5-7 August 1941

69th Brigade and 50th divisional trucks were recalled to the Far East. 

British 22nd Brigade in the Tobruk Fortress rebuilt to full strength.

New Zealand 4th and 5th Brigades and 28th battalion advanced to meet the Italians at El Aden. South African 2nd Division moved to secure point 178.

In reaction three squadrons of Bf-109’s G.50’s and MC 200’s were ordered to sweep the British fighters at King’s Cross. The Kittyhawks met the Messerschmitts and both aborted without loss. The Hurricanes engaged the Fiats and both aborted without loss. 

One squadron of Ju-88’s was called in to barrage the New Zealand Division that threatens El Aden. In a highly effective attack, the New Zealanders were disorganized and the 4th brigade took heavy losses! The Ju-88’s returned to base.

The Coastal Artillery at Tobruk barraged the Italians at El Aden, but did no damage, so the attack was called off.

The Airbase at Crete refitted: one squadron of Ju-88’s. Airbase at DAK expended 1T to refit three fighter squadrons and the Gazala airstrip refit the CR-42’s.

HQ at Derna rebuilt the 2nd and 8th MG battalions for the 5th Leicht Division. HQ DAK rebuilt the 15th MC battalion for the 5th Leicht. 

A mixture of supply and troops are safely brought across the Mediterranean at full capacity. 

288th Sonderverband Kommando regiment arrived at Bir Belammed with 2-75 and 902nd artillery.

Regia Aeronautica sent out three tactical bombers to interdict area of Sidi Rezegh.

8-11 August 1941

The King’s Cross Airbase refit [1T] one squadron of Kittyhawks and a squadron of Hurricanes.

The South African 4th Brigade and 2nd Divisional Trucks arrived at Alexandria along with

a company of replacements. 

New Zealand 5th Brigade and 28th battalion with trucks were pulled back to the east of El Duda. New Zealand 4th brigade encountered Italian interdiction aircraft while it pulled back to the east of Sidi Rezegh.

7th Armored division moved into El Duda to confront the Italians. Indian 5th Division pulled back to garrison the Western Desert HQ. HQ fueled three armored battalions [8RTR, 42nd RTR and 44th RTR] and they were pushed ahead to cut off the Italians at El Aden. South African 6th Brigade moved due south of El Aden.

The Axis Commanders reacted by sending three squadrons to the air to knock down the British fighters at King’s Cross. First Bf-109’s engaged the Kittyhawks with advantage. The valiant Kittyhawk pilots stayed the mighty Luftwaffe and Messerschmitts aborted without losses. A full strength squadron of G.50’s engaged the Kittyhawks. The Italians also turned tail and headed back to base without success. The MC-200’s were next. Although they were outnumbered, this time the Kittyhawks aborted with the Italians. The Hurricanes were able to remain active. But not for long.

Another squadron of Bf-109’s from the airstrip at Gazala was sent out to finish off the Hurricanes. The British pilots scrambled and this time the Luftwaffe manhandled them. All of the Hurricanes were destroyed and the Messerschmitts took some losses as well.

A squadron of Ju-88’s from Crete was called in to barrage the 7th Armored Division with minimal effect.

The Coastal Artillery at Tobruk expended supply [ 3T] to barrage the Italians to no avail.

Despite the failure of the artillery barrage, the Commonwealth launched an all-out attack against El Aden. The Western Desert HQ expended1SP to support the 7th Armored division and the 8th RTR battalion. The Italians were out of supply and forced to use internals. Italians gained surprise! The 202nd Bersaglieri Motorcycle Company was destroyed. The 7th Infantry Brigade took heavy losses and the 1st Med. Panzer battalion was destroyed during retreat. 7th Armored Division recaptured El Aden and its airbase. Two Regia Aeronautica fighter squadrons were forced to re-base to DAK Airbase. [G.50’s and CR-42’s]

DAK airbase expended 1T to refit the Bf-109’s, two squadrons of G.50’s and a squadron of CR-42’s. [MC-200’s had to remain grounded]

Crete Refits Ju-88’s

15th MC battalion [5th Leicht] moved to Rotonda Ualeb. 

The supply situation is rather tenuous. 

12-14 August 1941

150th Brigade [50th Division] was withdrawn to the Far East.

Two companies of replacements debarked in Alexandria.

Two air replacements were used to rebuild two Hurricane squadrons at El Aden.

South African 4th Brigade moves to Sollum. South African 2nd Divisional Trucks joined the Division due south of El Aden. 5th New Zealand Brigade moved to the Western Desert HQ to receive replacements. 7th Armored Division moved to engage the KG Marcks group west of El Aden. South African 6th armored car battalion along with Jock Campbell joined the 7th Armored to lead the attack.

Although KG Marcks failed to activate the DAK sent out a squadron of Bf-109’s and G.50’s to knock down the Kittyhawks. The Messerschmitts had advantage. After the battle both aborted with minimal losses. A mission of Ju-88’s was sent to barrage the 7th Armored. They encountered no flak and the barrage hit the target inflicting damage..

Since the entire force had become disorganized, Campbell called off the attack. The 7th Armored pulled back.

Three thousand tons of supply went to the bottom as a result of Malta raids. 

One squadron of Ju-88’s refitted at Crete. DAK also refit: One squadron of Bf-109’s, one squadron of G.50’s, and one squadron of Macchi 200’s.

The 5th Leicht’s Pioneer battalion was rebuilt at Derna.

Coastal Shipping was used to move both troops and supply this week. Supply was unloaded at Benghazi [1SP 2T]  [1T to Zuetina]. Italian 31st Assault engineer battalion debarked at Gazala, the Ariete Anti-Tank battalion arrived at port in Bomba and an Italian replacements company moved to Derna.

Regia Aeronautica sent parts of three tactical bomber squadrons to interdict Halfaya Pass. The mission was made up of two squadrons of SM-79’s and a squadron of Ca-309’s. A second mission of Br.20’s was ordered to interdict outside of Buqbuq. Although the mission encountered some flak, it managed to evade damage and continue the mission.

15-18 August 1941

The Commonwealth refitted aircraft at King’s Cross and the Kittyhawks were back in the air. New Zealand 4th Brigade took replacements and resumed at full strength.

DAK HQ sent out three squadrons of fighters to sweep El Aden. The mission consisted of one squadron of Bf-109’s, one squadron of G.50’s and one squadron of CR-42’s. During the first phase the Messerschmitts engaged the Hurricanes. The Hurricanes were quickly knocked down with minimum losses. The Bf-109’s next engaged a second squadron of Hurricanes using advantage as the other two squadrons appear on the horizon. This time the German pilots were forced to abort. The G.50’s quickly entered the fray. Both sides aborted with significant losses.

The Italian interdictors all returned to base after harrying Commonwealth truck convoys. The Italian HQ at Derna rebuilt the 22nd and the 202nd Bersaglieri motorcycle companies.

The full shipping capacity was used to move supply into Tripoli.

202nd Bersaglieri and 22nd MC companies fueled up and moved from Derna to Bir Hachiem. Elements of the 5th Leicht Division [2nd MG battalion, 155th Artillery regiment, and 8th MG battalion and 15th MC battalion] joined the rest of the division outside of El Aden.

Regia Aeronautica sent a mission of three bombers to interdict Commonwealth operations near Halfaya Pass. A second mission of Br.20’s was ordered to interdict the coastal road near Buqbuq. No flak was encountered.

19-21 August 1941

Rommel goes to Rome to meet with Mussolini and the High Command.

Air Operations: Returning safely to Crete were two squadrons of SM-79’s, a squadron of Ca-309’s and a squadron of Br.20’s. The Crete Airbase refitted four squadrons of tactical bombers.

Shipping: Losses were 25 percent.

DAK HQ sent out two squadrons of fighters to knock down the King’s Cross fighters.

Bf-109’s engaged the Kittyhawks with advantage. The Luftwaffe was chased away! Next the CR-42’s attacked the British fighters. It was not surprising that the Italians also turned tail!

Regia Aeronautica sent a mission of Br.20’s to interdict near Buqbuq. A second mission was sent to interdict Halfaya Pass. [Two squadrons of SM-79’s and a squadron of Ca-309’s.]

22nd Corps HQ ordered a barrage by Italian artillery was launched against the 24th Australian Brigade outside of Gazala. The Australians became disorganized and took heavy losses. A conglomeration of Italian and German units led by the German 605th battalion, launched the subsequent attack against the Australians. In the end the 24th Brigade was wrecked. Italian GGFF regiment and the German 605th battalion advanced. 

Hurricanes at El Aden were refitted. The British 23rd Infantry brigade was reconstituted at W. Desert HQ.

A squadron of Hurricanes took to the air to remove the interdictors at Halfaya Pass. The British pilots obliterated the partial squadron of SM-79’s. The Ca-309’s fled for their lives!

Lastly the Hurricanes shot up the remaining squadron of SM-79’s which eventually aborted their mission with losses.

Commonwealth trucks delivered 1SP to Sollum, but ran into interdiction by Br.20’s at Buqbuq. 9th Australian division pulled back to Western Tobruk hedgehog positions along the Coastal road. 104th joined them. 68th Med. artillery also pulled back about 5 miles further. 4th New Zealand Brigade and 28th battalion moved ahead to support the three RTR tank battalions west of El Aden.

Italian 22nd HQ tried an old tactic and ordered a barrage of the Tobruk supply docks. While expending precious supply, the barrage was ineffective. 

22-25 August 1941

Air Operations: Br.20’s returned from interdiction Crete Airbase refitted a squadron of Ca-309’s, SM-79’s, and Br.20’s. DAK refitted a squadron of Bf-109’s and Italian CR-42’s 

A couple of units were rebuilt. 104th Infantry regiment was rebuilt at Derna [this unit belongs to 15th Panzer] and also 33rd Reconnaissance battalion wad rebuilt at Derna [15th Panzer]

All of the supply from Italy went to the bottom of the Mediterranean! 

200th Battalion joined 5th Leicht division. Moving to El Marassas Raggruppamento RECAM. GGFF regiment moved through El Marassas to the location east. 34th Infantry Battalion moved to [east] El Marassas. Ariete panzerjaeger joined the division at Acroma. 1st Parachute moved to Aslog Ridge. Ariete 9th Med. panzer fueled up and moved to join the rest of the Division with Maletti

A squadron of Br.20’s was sent to Interdict Buqbuq. Combined squadrons of Sm-79’s and Ca-309’s interdicted Halfaya Pass.

The Commonwealth commanders reacted with aircraft. A mission of Wellingtons and Blenheim IV’s were sent to barrage the supply dump at El Mechili. A squadron of Kittyhawks escorted them. A squadron of Messerschmitts and a squadron of G.50 intercepted the Commonwealth’s mission. In the ensuing battle, determined Kittyhawk pilots chased away the Axis aircraft. All of the Bombers made it through to barrage the large supply dump near El Mechili. The supply dump took heavy losses [2SP and 2T]

5th Army artillery brigade barraged the Tobruk Dump. As a result 2T are lost. [It probably cost 2T to make the barrage] Raggruppamento Bignami activated and fired the 5th Corps Artillery at the Tobruk Supply dump. This costs 3T and the Commonwealth losses are 2T.[This is no doubt a retaliation due to the success of the Commonwealth’s air raid]

Alexandria airbases refitted two squadrons of Wellingtons and a squadron of Blenheim IV’s. The airbase at El Aden refitted a squadron of Hurricanes, and the airbase at King’s Cross refitted a squadron of Kittyhawks.

Commonwealth trucks continued to move supply forward despite interdiction from Italian aircraft. One squadron of Hurricanes re-based to Sollum in an attempt to subtly discourage interdiction. [doubt this will help] 7th Armored Division and moved with Campbell to [east] Bir Haschiem. 

KG Bach and the 5th Leicht activated. 5th Leicht fueled and the entire division moved to El Hacheim! Ju-88’s were called in to barrage the 7th Armored.  Messerschmitts escorted them. The barrage succeeded in disorganizing the British division. 

This resolute reaction by the Germans discouraged Campbell from attacking.

26-28 August 1941

Half of the supply coming across the Mediterranean was lost to Allied attack. 

The interdiction missions have been quite effective in hampering the Commonwealth supply efforts and will continue. Regia Aeronautica sent a squadron of BR.20’s on an interdict mission at Sidi Barrani. Another mission of Ca-309’s and SM-79’s was sent to interdict 15 miles east of Maktila.

Italian 31st Assault engineers and 1st Parachute moved to the rear of 7th Armored Division to cut off their retreat path. 

DAK sent out a squadron of Bf-109’s to put down the Hurricanes at El Aden. Both abort without losses. A second squadron of G.50’s was sent to meet the Kittyhawks at King’s Cross. G.50s aborted after being shot up by the British aircraft. A squadron of Bf-109’s from airstrip at Gazala was sent to sweep the Kittyhawks. Both sides aborted.

33rd Reconnaissance battalion [15th PZ] fueled and joined the Division with KG Marcks.

104th Regiments left Derna on foot to meet up with KG Marcks.

The British HQ ordered three squadrons of tactical bombers to strike Rommel’s division.

Two squadrons of Wellingtons and a squadron of Blenheim’s were escorted by Hurricanes from Sollum. Rommel’s panzers were disorganized as a result. Campbell successfully activated and pulled the 7th Armored division back. 

Rommel countered by activating and moving the 3rd Leicht to Campbell’s rear. There was no follow up attack though.

The Commonwealth air units at King’s Cross and El Aden airbases refitted.

The airbases at Alexandria refitted three squadrons of tactical bombers.

Two companies of replacements debarked at Alexandria and one air replacement was received  [Hurricane I]

The 161st Infantry Brigade was withdrawn to Syria for the Near East forces.

8th RTR tank battalion was fueled and moved up to assist Campbell in extricating the 7th Armored from its current predicament. 7th Armored successfully pulled back toward El Aden. A squadron of Hurricanes was re-based to Sollum. 7th Armored Divisional trucks have picked up supply at Sollum and have rejoined the division. British 23rd Infantry Brigade was refueled and moved to reinforce the air strip at Bir el Gubi. The LRDG were already there.

The Axis attempted to activate in order to take advantage of the RTR battalion that was sacrificed for the 7th Armored Division. Unfortunately, both Rommel, and KG Marcks failed to activate. Thus the 8th RTR was released from reserve and able to move to safety. Campbell also pulled the 7th Armored further back to El Duda. 

29-31 August 1941

Three Italian squadrons returned from a successful run of interdiction. The airbase at Crete refits the Ca-309’s, SM-79’s Br.20’s and Ju-88’s. DAK refits the G.50’s and Bf-109’s. and the airstrip at Gazala refits a squadron of Bf-109’s. Two reduced squadrons of G.50’s combined at DAK.

Half of the supply from Sicily went to the bottom after pestilent attacks on the convoys.

Two reduced Italian squadrons [Ca-309’s and SM-79’s] were sent to interdict the coastal road at Sidi Barrani. The Ca-309’s were destroyed by Flak. The weakened SM-79’s had to abort due to in sufficient strength. A squadron of Br.20’s was sent to interdict the coastal road east of Sidi Barrani. 

Italian artillery were ordered to barrage the Tobruk supply base. The British lost some supply [ 3T]

Italian artillery expended more supply to barrage the Tobruk supply docks which again take losses [2T]

Another squadron of Hurricanes became operational at El Aden. The Australian 25th Infantry Brigade returned from duty in the Near East to port at Alexandria. Trucks from Sidi Barrani delivered cargo [1SP 2T] to Sollum through interdiction by Italian Br.20’s.

Rommel activated the 5th Leicht Division, which moved toward Bir el Gubi.

KG Marcks also moved [15th Panzer] to the El Gubi perimeter. Two squadrons of G.50’s and Bf-109’s took to the air to sweep the El Aden base. The Messerschmitts engaged a squadron of Hurricanes. Both the Hurricanes and Emil’s aborted without losses. The G.50’s took on the second squadron of Hurricanes. The Hurricanes were forced down and lost some aircraft. 

Three squadrons of tactical bombers departed from Alexandria to barrage the KG Marcks. The mission had two squadrons of Wellingtons and a squadron of Blenheim IV’s. The 15th Panzer was disorganized as a result of this mission.

1-4 September 1941

Br.20’s returned to Crete after a successful interdiction mission. DAK refitted two squadrons of fighters. Crete airbase refitted two squadrons of tactical bombers.

The Tripoli dump lost 2T to dump rot. 

Logistics Report: The current situation is as follows: We have the shipping capacity to move 12,000 tons of supply to Tripoli each week. Coastal shipping each week can move approximately 6,000 tons. Our available trucks can move an additional 3000 tons per week, leaving some trucks available to transfer supply from the Marble Arches and Benghazi to DAK. End transmission.

The Italian Army received the following reinforcements:


101st MG battalion and Polica Africa Italiana motorcycle battalion

The German Army received the following reinforcements:


KG Schutte


617th Anti Aircraft battalion


155th Motorized Infantry Regiment [Afrika division]


13-300th Oasis Company

One Squadron of Bf-110’s were stationed at the airbase on Crete. Gazala airbase received a squadron of upgraded fighters [Bf-109f’s.]

Rommel embarked on another training exercise which costs dearly needed supply [2SP’s]

Two squadrons from DAK attempted to sweep the Hurricanes at Sollum. The Bf-109’s engaged them first with advantage causing the Hurricanes to abort.

2nd MG battalion [15th Panzer] moved to the northeast of Bir El Gubi. Trucks with supply [2SP 1T ] moved to Sidi Sulenman. 33rd Reconnaissance battalion and 1-8 Panzer battalion under KG Marcks also joined forces. 5th Leicht [200 pioneers] pulled adjacent to Sollum in order to spot for a Luftwaffe airstrike. Ju-88’s were called in to hip shoot and the target was disorganized.

5th Leicht, which was already fueled, moved to Halfaya Pass to the outskirts of Sollum.    

Where they attempted to overrun. The attacker gained surprise. The defenders [102nd AT and 144th artillery] were obliterated and surrendered to Rommel. A large amount of supply was also captured [3 SP 2T] Half of the Commonwealths truck were also captured. [2T of loaded trucks were captured and 2T of loaded trucks escaped toward Bardia.] A squadron of Hurricanes quickly readied and displaced to El Aden. Sollum became Axis controlled on 2 September. 

A squadron of Br.20’s was sent on an interdiction mission east of Sidi Barrani.

A squadron of MC 200’s re-based at Sollum.

Commonwealth reaction: [Ouch!!! Losing Sollum was a big blow. Unexpected. Should have replaced the 14th Brigade when it was called away.] Jock Campbell activated the 7th Armored Division and fueled it up. He pulled the division back toward Bardia. 1st South African Division was released from reserve and also pulled back toward Bardia. 

Italian Artillery pounded the Tobruk supply dump again. The Tobruk dump took losses [2T.] Italian artillery fired at the Tobruk dump a second time but without effect. 

Tactical Bombers at Alexandria bases refit. Two squadrons of Hurricanes refitted at El Aden [A third unit must wait]

Australian 24th Brigade was rebuilt at the Western Desert HQ.

Jock Campbell moved the 7th Armored Division to Ft. Capuzzo. With the Germans at Sollum, the Western Desert HQ decided to relocate. Western Desert HQ fueled and took up residence at Bardia.[1Pax retreats with the HQ.] 24th Brigade pulled back to the depression west of the Bardia defenses, while 5th Indian Division pulled back to Sidi Azeiz.

One squadron of Hurricanes from El Aden re-based to the airstrip at Sidi Azeiz. British 23rd Brigade pulled back from the airstrip at Bir El Gubi to a new position at Gabr Saleh. 

It is time for the Commandos to threaten DAK’s rear. The LRDG advanced deep into Cyrenica to Ben Ghania on the ‘Road of Slaves.’ 8th RTR tank battalion fueled and pulled back to reinforce the Australian 24th Brigade. 5th New Zealand and the divisional trucks pulled back to the airstrip at Gasr el Arid. New Zealand 4th Brigade and 28th Regiment pulled back to the rough ground at [east] Sidi Rezegh. 42nd RTR fueled and joined with the 2nd New Zealand division. South African 2nd Division moved back to Pt. 178.

South African 1st Division fueled and retreated back to El Hamra. Divisional trucks continued on to Mersa Matruh to reload and subsequently rejoined the division at El Hamra.

KG Marcks activated. The empty trucks pulled out to safety behind the front lines. Loaded trucks moved into Sollum to unload cargo. Two 15th Panzer units fueled up [2T] and pulled out to [west] Bir Tai Ebel Esem.

Raggruppamento Bignami also activated. Italian Artillery barraged Tobruk supply dumps again. 3T expended. The bombardment destroys some supply [2T].

Two squadrons of Blenheim IV’s were sent to interdict Libyan Omar. 

5-7 September 1941

Message to DAK HQ: Rommel is out of contact!

A full squadron of Br.20’s returned to Crete after a successful interdiction run. Crete refitted the Br.20’s and a squadron of Ju-88’s. DAK refitted two fighter squadrons [Bf-109’s and G.50’s]

Due to effective interdiction from Malta, 25 percent of the Cargo from Sicily was lost at sea. 

The 7th Bersaglieri Infantry Regiment arrived at Zien Neian. Italian 551st MG battalion moved to Bir Temed. Italian 60th Light Mechanized battalion fueled and moved to garrison the Italian 20th Corps HQ. German 3-247th Infantry battalion moves to Sidi Mufta.

A squadron of Bf-109’s was sent out to chase off the British interdiction aircraft. The British broke free away with one squadron leaving the second to fend for itself. Messerschmitts took on the reduced Blenheim squadron, which subsequently aborted. 

5th Leicht Division’s panzers and reconnaissance battalion fueled and departed Sollum for Bir el Gubi. Divisional trucks moved to El Mechili to reload. Remnants of the 5th Leicht Division with KG Linau were out of trace at Sollum. They expend supply from the port [2T].

Campbell activated the 7th Armored Division. The entire division moved to the east of Sollum and took control of the coastal road there.

Tactical bombers at Alexandria bases refit. A squadron of Hurricanes at El Aden refit.

The Australian 16th Infantry Brigade returned to port in Alexandria from the Near East.

5th New Zealand Brigade with 2nd Division’s trucks moved to Amseet airstrip.

Trucks deliver 1SP to Bardia from Mersa Matruh. 42nd RTR tank battalion fueled and moved to Ft. Capuzzo.

One squadron of Hurricanes from El Aden re-based to King’s Cross airbase.

Released 4th NZ brigade and 28th battalion from reserve and moved back to 15 miles east of Gasr el Arid. Also released 2nd Division to Gasr el Arid.  

8-11 September 1941

A squadron of Br.20’s returned from Interdiction. Crete refits one tactical bomber squadron, and DAK refits a squadron of Bf-109’s.

The Commonwealth again destroyed 25 percent of the supply due to arrive at Tripoli.

Two squadrons of fighters were sent by DAK to sweep King;s Cross. A squadron of Kittyhawks and another of Hurricanes scrambled. The Bf-109’s attacked the Kittyhawks, which results in the grounding of the Kittyhawks.. The Messerschmitts took on the reduced squadron of Hurricanes. Both abort. The Emil’s lost some aircraft and the Hurricanes were completely eliminated.

Messerschmitts from Gazala airstrip swept the ElAden airbase. A small number of Hurricane I’s took to the air. Both sides aborted without incident.

33rd Reconnaissance battalion [15th PZ] fueled and moved adjacent to the British 23rd Infantry brigade holding the south flank. Ju-88’s were called in to Hip shoot with no effect. A second squadron was called in. This time the British infantry was disorganized. 

5th Leicht fueled [1SP] and moved to overrun the 23rd brigade. In the engagement the 23rd Brigade took some heavy losses and Rommel pulled back to limit casualties.

The garrison at Sollum expends supply [off the map 2T]

Hurricanes were sent after the MC-200’s at Sollum. The Italians ran away.

Four squadrons of tactical bombers take to the air to strike the supply dumps at Sollum. The barrage results in some losses of supply.[1T]

In exploitation, Rommel Activated the 5th Leicht, which moved in to overrun the 23rd Infantry. The defender gained surprise and Rommel’s force retreated. The 3rd Reconnaissance battalion attacked as well. This time the 23rd brigade is done.

Air units at the Alexandria bases refit. These included two squadrons of Wellingtons and two squadrons of Blenheim IV’s. At King’s Cross the Kittyhawks and Hurricanes refited 

At El Aden the Hurricanes refit. Hurricanes at Sidi Azeiz refit.

Australian 17th Infantry Brigade returned to Alexandria. One company of replacements debarked at Alexandria. 23rd Brigade was rebuilt at half strength at Western Desert HQ in Bardia.

New Zealand 4th Brigade and 28th battalion moved to point 208 Halfaya Ridge. Two squadrons of Wellingtons and two squadrons of Blenheim IV’s were sent to attack the Sollum supply dump again. The barrage knocked out more supply [2T]

Two Squadrons of CR-42’s met the Hurricanes at El Aden. The Italians had advantage. Both sides aborted.

Commonwealth Artillery at Bardia barraged the Axis dump at Sollum. More supply is lost. [3T]

South African 2nd Division was released from reserve and moved to the south of Sidi Azeiz.

12-14 September 1941

Three squadrons of fighters at DAK HQ were refitted. A squadron of Bf-109f’s at Gazala refit. The Macchi 200’s at Sollum refit [1T]. The tactical bombers refit at Crete.

Six thousand tons of supply was unloaded in Tripoli. Due to coastal transport interdiction, the Axis coastal transport is nil!

Italian 101st MG battalion and PAI motorcycle battalion arrived at the Marble Arches from Tripoli. Italian 31st Assault engineers battalion moved into El Duda. 

A squadron of Br.20’s was sent to interdict at Sidi Barrani. They encountered heavy flak and lost half of the squadron. The rest continued their mission. A squadron of Bf-110’s re-based to airstrip at Bir el Gubi.

Supply from the Sollum dump was used for subsistence. [2T] 

Commonwealth expended supply [3T] to barrage the Axis dump at Sollum. Some damage resulted [2T]

1st Parachute battalion moved east of El Duda.

Air units refit at Alexandria airbase; Hurricanes at El Aden and Sidi Aziezz were refitted.

Two companies of replacements arrived at Alexandria. One Air replacement put a full strength Hurricane squadron back at King’s Cross.

Australian 16th Brigade fueled and moved to Alam Hammid under interdiction from Italian bombers. Trucks moved 2T from Mersa Matruh to Bardia. They encountered heavy interdiction as well. 

Commonwealth forces barraged the supply at Sollum. Western Desert HQ expended 3T. No damage was inflicted.

15-18 September 1941

What was left of the damaged Br.20’s returned to Crete where they were repaired

CR-42’s at Gazala airstrip refit.

Malta took out 75 percent of the cargo shipped across the Mediterranean. 

The Italians sent out a squadron of Br.20’s and SM-79’s to interdict at Sidi Barrani.

Sollum expended supply from its dump for its out-of-supply units. [2T]

One squadron of Hurricanes from King’s Cross attempted to sweep the fighters at Sollum. Both sides aborted. A mission of four tactical bomber squadrons from Alexandria was sent to barrage the supply docks at Sollum, resulting in minimal damage. [1T] 

All of the air units at Alexandria and the Hurricanes at King’s Cross refit.

Hurricanes from El Aden attempted to drive away the interdictors. The SM-79’s aborted with no losses. Then the Hurricanes abort without loss. The Br.20’s continued their mission.

Trucks delivered 1SP to Bardia, through interdiction by Italian aircraft.

A mission of four tactical bombers from Alexandria attempted to hit the Sollum supply dumps again, resulting in little damage. [1T was destroyed]

19-21 September 1941

Weather Report: Sandstorms moved across North Africa. Libya and Egypt are all affected from Cairo to Benghazi! End transmission.

Hurricanes refit at King’s Cross and Mersa Matruh.

British 23rd Infantry Brigade was recalled to Iraq.

Trucks delivered a small amount of cargo [2T] to Bardia through severe weather! The Polish Lancers settled in at Sidi Barrani to wait out the sandstorms.

The airbase at Crete refitted the Sm-79’s and Br.20’s. Sollum refits Macchi 200’s [1T]

All of the cargo destined for Tripoli went to the bottom! Axis trucks attempted to transport supply forward despite the inclement weather. The Sollum garrison had to use precious supply to subsist.

22-25 September 1941

The weather cleared across the continent. General Rommel has ordered another training exercise. DAK HQ. End of Transmission.

All of the cargo from Sicily was sunk again. In addition, Rommel was determined to train his forces [2SP’s]

Trucks from Tripoli moved supply [1SP] to the Marble Arches [3SPs stockpiled there] Trucks moved cargo [1SP] from Benghazi to El Mechili.

Two squadrons of Italian bombers were sent to interdict the coastal road near Sidi Barrani. Flak obliterated the SM-79’s. The Br.20’s continued the mission though.

Italian G.50’s and CR-42’s performed a sweep at the Sidi Aziezz airstrip. Hurricanes scrambled and met the G.50’s. Both the Fiats and the Hurricanes aborted with significant damage.

Two squadrons of Ju-88’s escorted by Bf-109’s barraged the 7th Armored Division. 

The 7th Armored and the Australian Infantry with it were disorganized.

Sollum supply dumps were used to support the garrison stationed there. [1T] 

British artillery at Bardia bombarded the supply stores at Sollum. Some damage was inflicted [1T] 

The Hurricanes [or what is left of them] refit at Sidi Azeiz.

Several badly needed air reinforcements arrived. The Alexandria Airbase received one squadron of Blenheim IV’s and one squadron of Baltimores. Buqbuq Airstrip had one squadron of Hurricanes and the Baheira Airstrip received a squadron of Hurricanes.

Two companies of replacements debarked at Alexandria along with two equipment replacements. 

3rd Indian Brigade was reassigned to the Pacific. It left via Tobruk. 

Australian 24th Brigade moved into port at Bardia. 3rd Indian Brigade moved into port at Tobruk, then headed for the Far East. Australian 20th brigade moved into the hedgehog vacated by the Indian brigade. Commonwealth trucks moved supply [1SP] to Bardia through interdicting Italian bombers.

One squadron of Hurricanes swept the Sollum airstrip. The Hurricanes aborted and took some loses. A second squadron of Hurricanes attacked the Sollum airstrip. This time the Macchi 200’s were destroyed.

Italian 5th Army artillery brigade used supply [3T] to barrage the Tobruk supply dump. A large amount was destroyed [1SP].

26-28 September 1941

Refitted the Hurricanes at Buqbuq and Sidi Aziezz.13th Corps HQ took over command at Bardia.

Australian 24th brigade moved from Bardia to Tobruk via coastal shipping. Trucks moved supply [1SP] from Mersa Matruh to Bardia through interdiction by Italian aircraft.

Artillery from Bardia barrages the supply dump at Sollum. Expense 3T. This destroys 1T of supply there.

Artillery from Bardia barraged the supply dump at Sollum. This destroys more supply. [1T]

Air units at DAK airbase refit as well as air units at Crete. 6000 tons of supply finally made it through to Tripoli. Unfortunately, Rommel ordered another training exercise which burns up 3000 tons of supply. 

Italian aircraft [Br-20’s] were sent to interdict at Gasl Station. A squadron of Bf-109’s was commissioned to sweep the Baheira airstrip. Both the Messerschmitts and the Hurricanes aborted. Italian fighters we ordered to sweep the Sidi Azeiz aircraft.. One squadron and a half of Fiat CR-42’s met the British Hurricanes. The British fighters were subsequently grounded. The Luftwaffe sent a squadron of Bf-109’s to sweep the fighters at Buqbuq. The Messerschmitts were all shot down. No one returned. A squadron of Fiat G.50’s was sent to sweep the Buqbuq airstrip. Elite British pilots also wrecked them.

Sollum supply dumps must be used to support the garrison. [1T]

29-30 September 1941

Commonwealth refitted all the aircraft at Baharia and Sidi Azeiz. [2T]

Alexandria airbases sent four squadrons of tactical bombers to strike the Sollum supply dumps. A small amount of damage was inflicted [1T]

Axis aircraft refit at Gazala and DAK airbase [2T] A full complement of supply arrives and was unloaded at Tripoli.

The Italian campaign: Part 2   by E.R. BIckford  

1-4 October 1941

British aircraft at the Alexandria bases refit.

30th Corps HQ arrived at Alexandria, along with the 1st Armored Division’s 22nd Brigade and divisional trucks. Due to pressing needs in Syria, the Australian 25th Brigade was recalled to the Near East and joined the rest of the Australian 7th Division.

Trucks deliver supply [1SP] from Mersa Matruh to Bardia without interference.

The Polish Lancers move up to take positions at Halfaya Pass. 60th Field artillery moved up to Sidi el Augeam.

Colonel Laycock led his commando unit [LayForce] on a raid into the Axis rear area, hoping to disrupt supply effots. 

Two squadrons of enemy fighters swept the King’s Cross base. A squadron of Bf-109f (Friedrichs) and CR 42s met the Hurricanes and Kittyhawks over the base.  The initial engagement involved the Messerschmitts and the Hurricanes. The Luftwaffe was forced to abort the mission and headed back to Gazala. Next the Hurricanes faced the Italians and both sides terminate their missions.

British artillery was ordered to barrage the supply dumps at Sollum. This did some minor damage. [1T lost]

7th Armored Division attacked the Axis units at Sollum. In the ensuing battle, the 15th Motorcycle battalion was lost. The Commonwealth 7th Infantry Brigade was heavily damaged, and the Axis also lost the 200th Pioneer battalion. 

Jock Campbell activated during exploitation and attacked the remaining Axis unit at Sollum. The armor moved against the remaining 8th MG battalion, which was subsequently destroyed.

A squadron of Br.20s returned to Crete from an uneventful interdiction mission. The Italian aircraft at Crete refitted from the nominal supply there. The Bf-109’s at Gazala refitted [1`T] and the CR-42s at DAK HQ refitted as well [1T]

Note to staff: General Rommel has gone to Berlin to meet with the OKH. He is expected to return by 8 October. General Nehring has been placed in command on a temporary basis. –end transmission 

Reinforcements released to DAK. Reinforcements:

Regia Aeronautica:One squadron of CR-42s at airstrip at Sidi Rezegh.

Luftwaffe: A Bf-109e squadron at DAK HQ and Ju-52 squadron at Crete.

Italian Army: 8th Raggruppamento Artillery Brigade at Sicily.

German Army, Afrika: At Sicily: 

von Konen Commando Company


361st Infantry Regiment


361st Artillery battalion


Afrika Divisional trucks

New Units formed at Tripoli:


529th Coastal artillery battalion


532nd Coastal Artillery Battalion


4th Coastal Artillery Battery

-end of transmission

To DAK HQ: Attention: Logistics Update: Shipping was affected by interdiction from Malta. Supply stockpiled at Tripoli continues to suffer ruination from lack of management and controls.

Note: regarding Formation Changes: The 5th Leicht has been re-designated the 21st Panzer. -end 

The German Army’s reinforcements at Sicily debarked at Tripoli.

Coastal shipping moved supply to Benghazi and Derna [1SP 2T to Benghazi 1T to Derna.]

Trucks move large amounts of supply [3SP] from Tripoli to Benghazi.

 5-8 October 1941
Italian 8th Artillery and supply from Sicily debarked at port facilities in Tripoli [3SP] Coastal shipping supply was sent to Benghazi and Derna. [1SP 2T Benghazi, 1T Derna]

Trucks moves supply from Benghazi  [2SP] and  the Marble Arches [2SP] to El Mechili.

HQ sent out two squadrons of fighters to strike the King’s Cross airbase. A squadron of Bf-109’s are the first to engage the British Kittyhawks with advantage. [rolled snake eyes, then a six]. The Emil’s aborted after taking heavy losses. The Italians struck next [snake eyes again!] and also were forced to flee. A partial squadron of G.50’s re-based to DAK airbase.

The British refitted aircraft at King’s Cross [1T]

New reinforcements arrived at Alexandria [65th Anti-tank battalion]

The Commonwealth forces moved supply forward. 7th Infantry Brigade moved into Bardia to receive replacements from HQ. The 30th Corps HQ moved to Mersa Matruh and 1st Armored Division moved to the outskirts. Polish units occupied Sollum.

Colonel Laycock and his commandos captured Ascher airstrip, behind enemy lines.

12-14 October 1941
F Coastal battery is formed outside of the Suez Canal. 7th Brigade received replacements from HQ at Bardia.

RR moved supply [1SP] to Mersa Matruh. Coastal shipping was used to move supply [2T] to Tobruk and Bardia [2T]. Trucks freely moved supply unhindered by enemy aircraft from Mersa Matruh to Bardia [1SP].

30th Corps HQ moved to Hafid Ridge. 1st Armored fueled and moved to Buqbuq.

60th field artillery battalion fueled and moved to Halfaya Pass. 65th Anti-Tank battalion fueled and moved to Bardia. 1st South African Division moved forward to the crossroads 10 miles to the west of El Brug. 

Axis aircraft at DAK base refitted [Bf-109’s and CR-42’s 1T] 

The German Army received replacements and equipment in Sicily. These were promptly shipped to Tripoli, along with supply. Coastal shipping was used to move supply to Benghazi and Derna. Axis trucking moved more supply [1SP] from Benghazi to El Mechili.

A squadron of Ju-52s delivered supply [1T] from Crete to the DAK Airbase.

Several German units arrived at the Marble Arches. Among these was von Koneg’s Kommandos.

15-18 October 1941
Weather Report: Sandstorms are ripping through the North African Desert. Affected areas include Cairo and Benghazi. End transmission. This weather is not expected to hinder military operations planned for this week. End transmission.

The Commonwealth received replacements and equipment, which debarked at Alexandria. The Polish Carpathian Infantry Brigade was slated for withdrawal to the Far East. Supply was moved to forward dumps at Tobruk and Bardia without interference.

South African 1st Division moved up to Gasr el Abid. Trucks moved supply [1SP] from Mersa Matruh to Bardia. 22nd Armored Brigade fueled and moved with 1st Armored divisional trucks to occupy Sollum. 7th Infantry Brigade rejoined the rest of 7th Armored Division outside of Sollum.

The Axis reacted by ordering the Italian 132nd artillery regiment to fire on the supply dump at Tobruk. As a result some supply was lost. [2T]

Two squadrons of Ju-52 transports refitted at Crete. 

Italian Army received replacements and equipment at Sicily. The Allied Malta defenses sunk some valuable shipping from Sicily to Tripoli. [1SP] Italian replacements and supply debarked at Tripoli [2SP1T]

Supply from Tripoli was shipped to Benghazi [1SP2T] and German replacement equipment shipped to Derna.

Axis Trucks ran into interference from British commandos but still was successful in moving supply from Benghazi to El Mechili. [3SP].

A squadron of Ju-88’s was ordered on a mission to strike Commonwealth units in strategic movement. The replacements were disorganized. Ju-52 transports flew supply into the DAK airbase [2T] A squadron of Br.20’s was sent to interdict at Gasal Station in the Commonwealth rear.

19-21 October 1941
The Commonwealth received the following reinforcements. Two squadrons of Hurricanes were made available with one being stationed at the airstrip at New Omar, and the other at Gasr El Arid. The 11th Czech Infantry battalion and replacement personnel debarked at Alexandria. Churchill sent orders to release the 7th Indian Brigade to the Far East. 

5th Indian Division moved into the high ground west of Sidi Azeiz. 2nd NZ moved to the elevated terrain east of Bir Sheferzan. 1st South African Division moved to the Plateau south of Sidi Azeiz.

Two squadrons of Hurricanes were sent to sweep the Axis airstrip at Bir El Gubi. There was a squadron of Messerschmitt 110’s on station. The Hurricanes had advantage and met the Bf-110’s over their base. The Luftwaffe subsequently aborted. Four squadrons of tactical bombers were ordered to barrage the Luftwaffe fighters at El Gubi. Two squadrons of Wellingtons and two squadrons of Blenheims were mustered. The flight hit the airstrip but failed to do any damage to the fighters.

22nd Corps HQ ordered the Italian artillery to barrage the supply dump at Tobruk. Some supply was destroyed. [3T]

Bf-110’s were refitted at Bir El Gubi [1T].  The airbase at Crete also refitted two squadrons of Ju-52s, and a squadron of Ju-88’s and Italian Br.20’s.

German Army received replacements and equipment. 8th MG battalion [21st Panzer] was rebuilt at Derna.

Supply shipped to Tripoli [3SP 1T], along with German Personnel and equipment replacements. More supply was moved from Tripoli and unloaded at the port at Benghazi [1SP 2T]. German replacements debarked at Derna. Axis trucks moved supply [1SP 2T] from Benghazi and Derna to dump outside of El Mechili.

155th Artillery regiment joined the 21st Panzer. Italian RECAM Raggruppamento and d’Manuvere and 10th Corps Artillery pulled back to Gazala. 8th MG fueled at Derna and rejoined the 21st Panzer. German 3-255th infantry battalion and the 408th Artillery battery moved to Sidi Rezegh.

Two squadrons of Ju-52’s flew in 2T of supply to the airbase at DAK HQ. A squadron of Br.20’s was sent to interdict transport and reinforcements at Gasl Station in the Commonwealth rear. 

22-25 October 1941
The Italian bombers returned from an uneventful interdiction mission. The airbase at Crete refitted two squadrons of Ju-52’s and a squadron of Br.20’s. 200th Pioneer battalion [21st Panzer] was rebuilt at Derna.

A full shipment of supply was sent from Sicily to Tripoli [4SPs]. Supply was moved from Tripoli to Benghazi. [1SP 2T]. German army replacements were shipped to Derna. Trucks moved additional supply [2SP] from Tripoli to Marble Arches, and [1SP] from Benghazi to El Mechili. Ju-52’s flew in supply from Crete [2T] to DAK HQ. 200th Pioneer battalion fueled at Derna and rejoined the 21st Panzer. RECAM Raggruppamento pulled back to Bir Temrad.  Afrika divisional trucks moved from Benghazi to the 3rd Aufklarung at Alem Hamza.

A squadron of Italian Br.20’s was obliterated by flak after being sent to interdict at Gasal Station. KG Schutte activated and continued to move the 155th Infantry regiment forward. 

Commonwealth refitted a squadron of Hurricanes at Gasr El Arid and Baheira. [2T]

Four squadrons of tactical bombers refitted at the Alexandria airbases.

11th Hussars armored car battalion was rebuilt at Bardia.

RR transport moved supply[1SP] to Mersa Matruh. Coastal shipping was used to transfer more supply from Mersa Matruh to  [2T] to Bardia and Tobruk, respectively.

Commonwealth trucks delivered supply [1SP] to Bardia.

8th RTR tank battalion fueled and moved along with the 2nd New Zealand up to Gasr el Abid. South African 2nd Division moved to the escarpment south of Gasr el Arid. Australian 6th Division moved to hills north of New Sidi Omar and was joined by 42nd RTR battalion. 60th field artillery moved up to Libyan Omar. 11th Hussars armored car fueled and rejoined the 7th Armored division. Colonel Laycock returned from his raiding mission to the Ft. Maddelina. Tobruk HQ ordered engineers to repair the Tobruk port facilities [cost 1SP Current capacity 3T].

26-28 October 1941
The Axis airbase at Crete refitted two squadrons of Ju-52’s.

To Commander General Erwin Rommel, DAK HQ: The Allies hit our Mediterranean shipping hard yesterday and 3,000 tons of supply destined for Tripoli went to the bottom. General Kesselring is working a solution to the Malta problem. End of transmission. 

The Allies hit the Cross-med shipping hard; only [2SP] make it to Tripoli. 15th Motorcycle battalion [21st Panzer] was rebuilt at Derna.

Coastal shipping moved supply [1SP 2T] from Tripoli to Benghazi, and transported German replacements to Derna. 

Axis trucks moved supply [4SP] from Tripoli to Marble Arches. More attention has been given to the problem of the efficiency of handling supply from the large dump at Tripoli. Supply was also moved [1SP] from Benghazi to El Mechili.

20th Bersaglieri company fueled and joined the RECAM Raggruppamento.  

Two squadrons of Ju-52 transports moved [2T] of cargo to the DAK base. KG Schutte moved up to DAK HQ. 15th Motorcycle [21st Panzer] fueled at Derna and rejoined the 21st Panzer Division. Von Konen Kommando company moved forward to Aslog Ridge.

22nd Corps HQ ordered artillery to barrage the port at Tobruk. The port sustained heavy damage, undermining the recent repair efforts of the Tobruk HQ engineers. During exploitation 22nd Corps HQ ordered a second barrage of the port facilities. No further damage was inflicted.

Indian 7th Brigade was recalled from the Far East, and debarked at Alexandria. 2nd Reconnaissance battalion [2nd NZ] was rebuilt at Bardia. 

The RR transported supply [1SP] from Alexandria to Mersa Matruh, and coastal shipping moved supply to forward ports. [2T to Tobruk 2T to Bardia.] Trucks tranferred supply to Bardia [1SP]   

LayForce Commando company has been sent on another excellent adventure in the hot sun of the desert.

Two squadrons of Hurricanes were sent on a mission to engage the Luftwaffe at Bir El Gubi. The Bf-110’s scrambled and met the Hurricanes. The first squadron of Hurricanes aborted, but in the continuing action, both sides were forced to abort. Commonwealth bombers from Alexandria then struck the airstrip at Bir el Gubi. They found their target and proceeded to wipe out half of the Messerschmitt fighters.

2nd Reconnaissance battalion fueled and rejoined the 2nd NZ division at Gasr el Abid.

Rommel activated and moved the 361st infantry and artillery [Afrika] forward. KG Schutte activated and moved Rotonda Segnali. One squadron of CR-42’s re-based to Bir el Gubi.

29-31 October 1941
Two squadrons of Hurricanes refitted at Baheira and Gasr el Arid airstrips [2T]. Alexandria airfields also refitted four bomber squadrons.

Three thousand tons of supply was moved forward by RR and trucking. 7th Indian Brigade arrived at Tobruk via coastal shipping.

7th Infantry Brigade and 7th Support brigade moved to the west of point 206. South African 1st Division moved to a position along the coastal road north of Baheira. African 2nd Division moved to a position south of Gasr el Arid. 5th Indian division moved due west of Baheira. New Zealand 4th Brigade and 28th battalion moved to point 208.

Two squadrons of Hurricanes were called in to engage the aircraft at Bir el Gubi. They met a weak squadron of CR-42’s. The Italians quickly took cover on the ground. Four squadrons of tactical bombers followed up with a strike against the airbase. Unfortunately the mission failed to damage any enemy aircraft.

Rommel activated and moved the 361st battalions up to Antelat. 

A squadron of Bf-110s at Bir el Gubi refitted [1T, the CR-42’s remained grounded] Two squadrons of Ju-52s at the airbases at Crete refitted. 33rd Pioneers battalion [15th Panzer] was rebuilt at Derna.

The Allied Navy and Airforce took out about 25 percent of the Mediterranean shipping. [3SP made it to Tripoli.] Italian replacements were shipped to Derna and Bomba. Supply [2T] and Italian equipment was shipped to Benghazi. 

Trucks moved supply [2SP] from Tripoli to Marble Arches. Trucks moved cargo [2SP] from Marble Arches to Benghazi and [1SP] to El Mechili. 

33rd Pioneers moved to rejoin the rest of the 15th Panzer Division.  Two squadrons of Ju-52’s moved freight [2T] into the DAK base. PAI motorcycle battalion fueled at Marble Arches and moved to join the DAK HQ.

1-4 November 1941

Two squadrons of Ju-52s refitted at Crete. Also a squadron of CR-42’s refitted at Bir el Gubi [1T]

Dispatch to Generals Rommel and Gariboldi: Re: Reinforcements: Immediately available for transport at Sicily: Trieste Infantry Division and the following independent units: 9th Bersaglieri Semi-motorize regiment, 52nd Light, 4th San Marco marine battalion.-end transmission

The Italian army received personnel and equipment replacements at Sicily.

Four squadrons of aircraft reinforcements were issued. A new squadron of MC-200’s arrived and was put on station at DAK HQ. A new squadron of MC-202’s was put on patrol at Bomba airstrip. A new squadron of Bf-109e’s was put on patrol at El Mechili. Also a squadron of He-111’s was stationed at Crete.

One squadron of Bf-109’s at DAK was upgraded to the newer model “Friedrichs”. 
The Italian Genova MG battalion was rebuilt at Derna.

Approximately one quarter of the Mediterranean transports was lost to flak from the base at Malta. Also a small amount of supply was lost at Tripoli due to deterioration.

Part of the Trieste Division was shipped across the Mediterranean and debarked at the port facilities in Tripoli. German equipment replacements were shipped to Derna. Axis trucks moved supply [2SP] from the dump at the Marble Arches to El Mechili.

A squadron of MC-200’s re-based to El Aden airbase. Additional trucks moved supply  [1SP] from Benghazi to El Mechili, and Ju-52s delivered cargo from Crete to DAK. [2T].

The 22nd Corps HQ ordered the Italian 20th Artillery to fire a barrage against the supply dumps at Tobruk. Some [2T] was destroyed.

Italian 5th Army Artillery fired on the New Zealanders in the Tobruk hedgehogs. British 51st Field artillery unit was obliterated. 

Rommel and the 362nd Regiment [Afrika] arrived at Ghedir bu Ascher. 

To C-in-C of Western Desert Army: Force K at our base in Malta suffered a disaster after it ran into a minefield. Despite this tragedy, we were still able to effect considerable damage to their transport. End Message.

Four Squadrons of tactical bombers refitted at Alexandria, while Hurricanes at Baheira and Gasr el Arid also were re-equipped [2T].

Australian 19th Brigade and 6th divisional trucks returned to Alexandria from the Near East.

7th Armored Division fueled and moved to Gabr Saleh to meet the German Panzers. 6th Austrian Division and the 42nd RTR pulled up to guard the flanks.

Indian 7th Brigade pulled out of Tobruk to join the other Indian Brigade in the Tobruk hedgehogs.

5th Indian Division moved up to the coastal road to meet the Italian 1st Parachute to the east of Tobruk. 1st South African division pulled up in reserve approximately 10 miles east of 5th Indian Division. 2nd South African also moved up to the airstrip at Gasr el Arid in reserve formation.  

Rommel fueled the 21st Panzer and moved it in to support the reconnaissance battalion [15th Panzer].

The 7th Support group barraged the 21st Panzer with no effect.

 5th Indian Brigade groups barraged the Italian parachute battalion. This also had no effect. 

2nd New Zealand Division was released from reserve and pulled up to support the 7th Armored Division. 1st South African was released and moved up to support the 5th Indian Division. 

Another barrage was launched against the panzers. The German force was disorganized and the 15th motorcycle battalion was lost. The 2nd New Zealand joined Campbell and the 7th Armored in the assault of 21st Panzer. 4th New Zealand Brigade took heavy losses and the panzers retreated.

5-7 November 1941
Aircraft at Crete refitted. Aosta MG battalion was rebuilt at Derna. 

Dispatch to Gen. Rommel, HQ, DAK. There was enormous success in our shipping this week, as we out maneuvered the Allied interdiction forces at Malta. At the current rate, we expect to move 18,000 tons of cargo and troops into Tripoli.-end transmission.

Supply [3SP 2T] and troops [Italian replacements and equipment] were shipped across the Mediterranean and debarked at Tripoli. Also arriving at Tripoli were the 66th Infantry Regiment, 4th San Marco Marine battalion, Regia Marina battalion, 9th Bersaglieri Infantry Regiment, and Axis trucks.

Trieste divisional Trucks arrived at El Agheila. Italian 101st MG battalion moved up to Msus. Trucks moved 1SP to El Mechili. Rommel pulled the 21st Panzer back to Bir Taiebel, and the 33rd Reconnaissance battalion back to KG Marcks. [1T] Trucks from Tripoli moved supply [2SP] to El Mechili.

A squadron of Ju-52’s flew in supply [2T] to DAK.

Two squadrons of Hurricanes went out on a mission to sweep the Italian airstrip at el Duda. Both sides took loses after which they aborted to base. Two squadrons of Hurricanes were sent on another sweep against the El Aden base. The Hurricanes met a squadron of MC 200’s. After a short aerial battle, the Italian Macchi’s landed at their base.

Italian 101st MG battalion attacked the British commando unit. [Hoping for luck] Numerically the odds were estimated at 6:1, but the British commandos gained tactical surprise and after a valiant fight, the 101st battalion was destroyed.

Rommel moved the Afrika Division into El Mechili. KG Voss activated and moved the German artillery forward.

Four squadrons of Hurricanes were refitted along the airstrips at the front lines. [1SP]

Trucks arrived as reinforcements at Alexandria, along with personnel replacements.

To C-in-C Western Desert HQ: Release British 22nd Brigade immediately as it is needed in Iraq.-end transmission. 

11th Czech Infantry battalion moved into Ft. Capuzzo. HQ then fueled three artillery battalions from Bardia, which subsequently moved up to provide support for 5th Indian Division. [3T]. 

Three squadrons of Hurricanes were sent to sweep the Bir el Gubi airstrip. They were met by a squadron of Bf-110’s and CR-42’s. After initial engagement the Messerschmitts and one squadron of Hurricanes aborted. A second squadron of Hurricanes took on the Italian biplanes. This time the Hurricanes aborted, but a third squadron of Hurricanes promptly moved in. The CR-42’s aborted to their base, and the last squadron of Hurricanes returned home with the victory.

Four squadrons of tactical bombers were sent from Alexandria to strike the airstrip at Bir el Gubi. The mission made it through without incident and hit the airstrip hard, but failed to destroy any of the aircraft.

Australian 25th Brigade and divisional trucks moved to Bardia. 4th New Zealand Brigade pulled out from the front to meet the 30th Corps HQ for replacements. LayForce captured a supply dump. [1SP]

Rommel moved the Afrika units to El Chorma. 13th Corps HQ ordered a barrage of the Italian Parachute battalion. This resulted in the disorganization of the Italian unit. The following attack destroyed what remained of the Parachute battalion. 

8-11 November 1941
To General Cunningham, Commander Eighth Army, Commonwealth forces in Libya, RE: OPERATION CRUSADER: Gentlemen: You have your instructions for the relief of Tobruk. You are hereby authorized to commence with the operations with the 13th Corps and 30th Corps, which are at your disposal. Good Luck and Godspeed. General Auchinlek C-in-C Western Desert Army.

Air units at Alexandria were refitted. Also Hurricane I fighters at Baheira, Sidi Azeiz, and Libyan Omar airstrips refitted [3T].

The New Zealand 28th Battalion moved up to spot Rommel’s panzers for a Commonwealth air attack. A squadron of Wellingtons was sent in to hipshoot KG Marcks, which was disorganized as a result. 7th Armored Division fueled up and attempted to overrun the 15th Panzer with KG Marcks. The British 7th Infantry brigade took heavy losses as the 7th Armored was repulsed.  

British 22nd Infantry Brigade loaded at Tobruk and left for Iraq. LayForce battalion organized the garrison to blow the captured dump. Some 750 tons of supply was destroyed.

Rommel activated the 21st Panzer and attempted to overrun the New Zealand 28th battalion. The defender obtained surprise, but the 28th New Zealand was eliminated anyway, while the 21st Panzer units retreated.

British Artillery fired on the German 3-347th battalion, which is one of the units that has cut off Tobruk. While this barrage had no effect, the 5th Indian Division attacked the German battalion anyway. The 5th Indian ended up pulling back, after the German 3-347th Infantry battalion was destroyed.

Jock Campbell activated during exploitation. The 7th Armored Division moved up to meet KG Marcks.  As a result, 33rd Reconnaissance Battalion [15th Panzer] was wrecked. No losses were accrued by the 7th Armored Division.

Luftwaffe tactical aircraft at Crete were refitted. Fighters at El Duda, El Aden, and Bir el Gubi were also refitted [3T].

33rd Reconnaissance Battalion was rebuilt at Derna and Italian 8th Med. Tank battalion [Ariete] was rebuilt by 22nd Corps HQ. 

Due to Italian shipping success, a large amount of supply [4SP’s] were successfully shipped to Tripoli. Cargo piling up at Tripoli was moved to Benghazi [1SP 2T].  Italian personnel replacements went to Derna.

Two squadrons of Ju-52’s moved supply [2T] to DAK, while Axis trucks moves cargo [3T] from Tripoli to the Marble Arches.  

8th Med. Tank battalion fueled and rejoined the Ariete Division. 33rd Reconnaissance battalion refueled and joined the 15th Panzer Division. 1-8 Panzer battalion fueled and moved with Marcks KG to 15th Panzer. Rommel pulled the 21st Panzer back to Bir el Gubi.  

CR-42 squadron was re-based from Bir el Gubi to El Duda airstrip.[to combine the two reduced squadrons.] 30th GAF artillery Brigade moved up to T.5 airstrip.

529th and 532nd Coastal artillery battalions fired on the LayForce Commando battalion without effect.  5th Army artillery brigade fired on the 9th Australian Division in the hedgehogs west of Tobruk. This attack also had no effect.

Rommel activated to link the remnants of the Afrika Division at Rotonda Segnali.

12-14 November 1941
A squadron of Wellingtons was refitted at Alexandria airbases.

Personnel and equipment replacements arrived at Alexandria’s port facilities..

Australian 25th Brigade received replacement personnel at Bardia. New Zealand 4th Infantry Brigade received replacements at 30th Corps HQ and New Zealand 28th Infantry battalion was also rebuilt. 

Australian 6th Division and 60th field artillery battalion moved up to Bir Taiebel Essim. 

Two Hurricane squadrons struck the airstrip at Bir el Gubi. A damaged squadron of Bf-110’s met them over the base. The first British squadron of fighters aborted without incident to the Sidi Omar airstrip. The second squadron jumped in and after the initial battle, both sides aborted to their respective bases. 

5th Indian Division climbed up into the low hills east of Sidi Rezegh to meet the German infantry. LayForce Battalion pulled away to get back into supply

The 15th Panzer sent out a tank battalion to reinforce the attack against the infantry. A squadron of 109 Friedrichs and MC-200’s were sent to sweep the King’s Cross base. During the initial engagement, the Messerschmitt 109’s met the Hurricanes and both aborted after contact. Then the Italians attacked the Kittyhawks and both sides aborted again. A squadron of Bf-109’s from DAK was sent to sweep the Gasr el Arid base. A weakened squadron of Hurricanes met the Luftwaffe. In the subsequent battle the Hurricanes were forced down and the Emils returned to base. A partial squadron of G.50’s and CR-42’s joined forces to hit the airstrip at Baheira. The Hurricanes scrambled and after a brief engagement, both the CR-42’s and the Hurricanes aborted. The G.50’s returned to base.

A squadron of Ju-88’s from Crete was called in for some hipshoot against the 5th Indian Division. The barrage disorganized the Commonwealth force. [And no doubt disrupted their attack plans]

British artillery was ordered to barrage KG Marcks, which also became disorganized. 

One squadron of Hurricanes from Buqbuq re-based to Gasr el Arid. 

Jock Campbell ordered the 7th Armored division to attack the German units on the southern flank of the force besieging Tobruk. The 10-300th Oasis company was destroyed and the cautious British retreated. 

Australian 25th Brigade released to New Omar.

Ju-52 transports and squadron of Ju-88’s refitted at Crete. Four other bases refitted fighter aircraft. A squadron of Bf-110’s at Bir el Gubi, MC-200’s at El Aden, Bf-109’s at Gazala, and three squadrons at DAK, Fiat G.50’s and CR-42’s, and Bf-109’s. [1SP]

The German Army received personnel and equipment replacements in Sicily.  Two partial squadrons of CR-42’s combined to form one full-strength squadron at El Duda. 

RE: Logistics: 14 November: All shipping was sunk by the by the Allies. Kesselring is furious. More supplies will be sent, as transport becomes available. End transmission.

Supply was shipped from Tripoli to Benghazi [1SP 2T]. Italian replacements debarked at Derna. Axis truck convoys moved cargo [3SP] to el Mechili. 7th Bersaglieri moved to reinforce pt.178. 

Two squadrons of Bf-109’s swept the airbase at Gasr el Arid. A full-strength squadron of Hurricanes met them overhead. The first group of Messerschmitts aborted to Gazala. The second squadron was successful in putting down all of the enemy fighters. 

Ju-88’s were ordered to barrage the airstrip at Gasr Arid. The attack was successful and damaged some of the fighters on the ground. A second squadron of Ju-88’s was sent to strike the King’s Cross airbase. Flak got a hold of Junkers and only half made it through to their execute their bombing runs. In the subsequent attack, many of the Hurricanes were damaged. 

A squadron of He-111’s was sent to strike the airstrip at Baheira. All of the Hurricanes were destroyed on the ground. Two squadrons of Ju-52’s delivered cargo to the DAK base [2T].  2-8 panzer battalion fueled and returned to Division HQ.

Rommel was able to get part of the Trieste Division and Regia Marina battalion to move out of the Marble Arches and progress toward Msus.

15-18 November 1941
Airbases at Crete refitted two squadrons of Ju-52 transports, two squadrons of Ju-88’s and a squadron of He-111’s. Gazala airstrip refitted a squadron of Bf-109’s [1T] Airbase at DAK refitted a squadron of Br-109’s [1T].

Italians received both personnel and equipment replacements at Sicily. The Allies had some success against Axis shipping sinking about 25 percent.

Supply was shipped to Tripoli. [3SP] Italian coastal shipping moved supply [1SP] to Benghazi and Italian replacements to Derna.

Italian trucks moved cargo [3SP] from Benghazi to El Mechili and from the Marble Arches dump to Benghazi. [2SP 3T] 

Trieste Division moved to Bir el Melezz. A squadron of Ju-88’s went in to strike the Gasr el Arid airstrip. The attack was successful and damaged a squadron of Hurricanes on the ground. Another squadron of Ju-88’ struck the King’s Cross airbase. This attack had no effect. A squadron of He-111’s hit the airstrip at Sidi Azeiz. This attack also had no effect. Two squadrons of Ju-52’s moved supply [2T] into the DAK airbase. 

Rommel activated to move the 9th Bersaglieri Infantry regiment and the rest of Trieste Division at the Marble Arches. The force moved up toward El Mechili. KG Voss activated and moved the artillery up to Ghader bu Achser.

The Commonwealth refitted four squadrons of Hurricanes and one Kittyhawk [1SP].

Replacements debarked at Alexandria. The Railroad moved freight [1SP] to Mersa Matruh. British ships moved supply to Tobruk and Bardia. [2T, respectively]

Allied trucks transferred supply [1SP] to Bardia. The LayForce Commando battalion pulled back to Ft. Maddelina so as to re-connect with supply. 7th Brigade pulled back toward 30th Corps for badly needed replacements. 

Italian 20th Artillery Brigade was ordered to fire on the 9th Australian Division. This had negligible effect. Italian 5th Army artillery Brigade also barraged the New Zealand 6th Brigade. The New Zealanders became disorganized in the aftermath.

British and Indian artillery returned fire on the Italian and German units at Sidi Rezegh. They became disorganized as a result. The Indian 5th Division attacked the Axis units at Sidi Rezegh. Italian 551st MG battalion was lost and the German infantry and artillery battalions retreated to el Duda. 

South African 1st Division was released from reserve and moved up to Zeafran. South African 2nd Division was released to occupy pt. 175. Campbell activated to move the 7th Brigade back toward corps HQ more quickly. Australian 25th Brigade was released to Gabr Saleh.

19-21 November 1941
The Commonwealth received one squadron of Blenheim IV’s at Mersa Matruh as reinforcements.  Also personnel replacements arrived at Alexandria port faiclities. And one Hurricane replacement arrived at Baheira 

Colonel Laycock and his battalion went out on another raid. They found themselves deep in the heart of the desert on a lonely track. 6th Australian Division finally connected at Bir Taiebel.  7th Infantry Brigade arrived at Corps HQ. 

The Luftwaffe sent out a squadron of Bf-109’s to strike the Hurricanes at Gasr Arid. The Germans aborted shortly after engagement. A second mission of fighter aircraft was sent against Gasr el Arid. This time the Hurricanes were put down. Regia Aeronautica sent out a squadron of CR-42’s to sweep the Sidi Azeiz base. All of the Hurricanes were shot down. The Italians returned with a victory in hand. Two squadrons made up of Macchi-202’s and MC-200’s were sent to sweep the King’s Cross base.  The Kittyhawks scrambled and met the Folgores. After an intense aerial battle the Kittyhawks aborted and took heavy losses. The MC-202’s next engaged the weakened squadron of Hurricanes. Both abort this time and the rest of the fighters returned safely to base. 

British Artillery fire was ordered against the Italian 31st Assault Engineers. The Italians were disorganized. The South African 1st Division and the 5th Indian Division attacked the Engineer battalion. The Italian engineers were wrecked and the Indian 10th Brigade took heavy losses.

Axis Turn

Five squadrons of tactical bombers and transports were refitted at the Crete air facilities. Fighters were refit at DAK, El Aden, Gazala, and Bomba. [1SP]

The Italian Army rebuilt the Brescia Division at Derna.

Italian shipping was continuously harried by Allied interdiction and took another 25 percent loss. German and Italian personnel and equipment replacements debarked at Tripoli along with 2,000 tons of supply [1SP 2T]. Supply was shipped by coastal vessels to Benghazi [1SP 2T] and Derna [2T].

Two squadrons of Bf-109’s and Italian Falcos were sent to sweep the Baheira airstrip. There they encountered Hurricanes. A second mission, made up of Messerschmitts and CR-42’s from DAK, were ordered to strike the British at the airstrip at Libyan Omar. The patrolling Hurricanes quickly engaged the Bf-109’s. The Hurricanes aborted without taking a single loss. A squadron of Ju-88’s was ordered to barrage the Baheira airbase. They missed their target but all returned safely to Crete. Another squadron of Ju-88’s was sent to strike the Gasr el Arid base. This time they delivered their payload and wiped out what remained of a squadron of Hurricane I’s.

Unhampered, a mission of Ju-52’s and He-111’s moved cargo into the DAK airbase. [3T]

The German 3-255th Infantry battalion pulled ahead to occupy the low hills east of El Duda. 

Both Rommel and Voss were able to extract a little extra effort out of the Trieste Division and German Artillery units.

To: General Auchinleck: RE: Situation at Tobruk. 13th Corps reported that the Via Balbia has been cleared and overland supply can now reach the garrison in Tobruk. 1st South African and 5th Indian divisions have a tenuous hold on Belhammid and Sidi Rezegh, respectively.  30th Corps continues to cautiously exert pressure on Rommel’s panzers to the south. End of transmission- General Cunningham, Eighth Army.

22-25 November 1941
Weather Report: Expect heavy rainstorms in Cairo, Port Said, Bardia, Sollum and Sidi Barrani.

A Squadron of Bf-109’s and squadron of CR-42’s refitted at the DAK base. A squadron of CR-42’s refitted at El Aden, while a squadron of Bf-109’s refitted at Gazala. [3T] Five squadrons of tactical bombers an transports refitted at Crete.

The German Army received a unit of replacements in Sicily. Approximately 1,500 tons of supply was lost due to Allied interdiction. The rest of the supply arrived at Tripoli [3SP]

Replacements and Supply was shipped to Benghazi [2 German Pax 1 EQ, 1 Italian Pax 1 EQ and.1T.] Replacements were also shipped to Derna [1 Italian Pax]

Italian trucks moved supply [SP] from Tripoli to the Marble Arches. The 1st San Marco Marine unit also arrived at Marble Arches. Then more supply [3SP] moved from Benghazi to El Mechili. Ju-52’s and He-111’s were used to fly cargo into DAK airbase. [3T]

A squadron of Ju-88’s was ordered to strike the King’s Cross airbase, but this had negligible effect. A second squadron also failed its mission against the Baheira airstrip.

General Rommel and the Trieste Division arrived at El Chorma. 

Commonwealth aircraft were refitted at King’s Cross. A squadron of Hurricanes at Baheira and another at Libyan Omar refitted [3T]

7th brigade received replacements at 30th Corps HQ. Two companies of replacements also arrived at Alam Hammid. 

7th Armored Division fueled and moved forward to engage KG Bach at Bir El Gubi. Australian 6th covered the flank. 

From General Rommel: Orders to KG Bach: While it is preferable to pull back at this time, I do not want to lose control of the airstrip at Bir el Gubi, so try to absorb Campbell’s attack for as long as possible. Protect the panzers if possible. Gen.E.Rommel.

Artillery from the 7th Support brigade and the 60th field artillery battalion fired upon the 21st Panzer of KG Bach. The barrage disorganized the German forces. 7th Armored followed up with an attack. The 21st Panzer took heavy losses in an effort to hold the airstrip. Both the 200th pioneer battalion and the 8th MG battalion were wrecked. The Commonwealth 11th Hussars were also lost. KG Bach continued to hold on to Bir el Gubi. 

Although Jock Campbell failed to activate for exploitation, the Australian 6th Division was released from reserve to attack the 21st Panzer.  In the battle, Australian 17th brigade took heavy losses, but the 21st Panzer was driven back. A squadron of Bf-110 Messerschmitts were forced to evacuate to the DAK airbase. 

26-28 November 1941
To C-in-C Libya: General Gariboldi: We had major success in shipping despite Commonwealth interdiction. Some 6,000 tons of cargo arrived at Tripoli today. Logistical report. End. 

A squadron of Bf-110’s refitted at DAK, and five squadrons of bombers and transports were readied at Crete.

The Italian 31st Assault Engineer battalion was reorganized at Derna. A large shipment of supply debarked at Tripoli. [4SPs] Supply and German replacements were shipped from Tripoli to Benghazi, Bomba and Derna. 

15th Panzer fueled and pulled back to the low hills behind the wadi on the Trigh el Abd, west of Bir el Gubi. 12-300th Oasis joined the 15th Panzer and KG Marcks. 31st Assault Engineers battalion moved to Tmimi. A mission of Ju-52’s and He-111’s flew cargo [3T] into the airbase at DAK HQ.

Rommel activated and moved the Trieste Division to join the RECAM Raggruppamento at Bir Temrad.

The Commonwealth received reinforcements. 12th Lancers arrnored car battalion debarked at Alexandria. 64th Med. Artillery battalion also arrived at Alexandria. The British 161st Brigade was reconstituted as the 161st Indian Brigade. It is serving in Syria. Brigadier Lomax and the British 16th Brigade returned to North Africa from service in the Near East.

One squadron of Hurricanes re-based to the airstrip at Baheira. Two squadrons of Hurricanes performed a fighter sweep against the Italian fighters at El Aden. Two Italian squadrons took to the air, Macchi 200’s and CR-42’s. The first squadron of Hurricanes encountered the Fiat biplanes and after a brief engagement both sides aborted. Next the second wave of Hurricanes met up with the MC-200’s, which proved too tough of an opponent. None of the Hurricanes returned.

7th Armored Division fueled and moved to the south flank of KG Bach.  15th Panzer was released from reserve and sent the 2nd MG battalion to buttress the 21st Panzer. 

Australian 6th Division and 7th Support brigade fired an artillery barrage against the 21st Panzer. [3T] The big guns had no effect. Without the desired barrage effects, Jock Campbell called off the attack and pulled the 7th Armored Division back.

29-30 November 1941
One squadron of Hurricane fighters refitted at Libyan Omar airstrip.

2nd armored Brigade debarked at West Alexandria port facilities. Two damaged squadrons of Hurricanes at Baheira, combined to form one full-strength unit. Two replacements units were received at Alexandria, and two Hurricane fighter replacements. One squadron was stationed at King’s Cross, and the other at the airstrip at Bu Amud.

At Alexandria, 16th Brigade, 64th Med. Artillery battalion, and 12th Lancers armored car battalion fueled up and moved to Sollum.

7th Armored Division fueled and moved up to attack KG Bach.  A squadron of Hurricanes from Baheira performed a sweep against the El Aden Base. The Macchi 200’s engaged them and after an aerial battle, both sides aborted. The Hurricanes took a number of losses and all of the Italian aircraft were destroyed.

An air mission was sent to bombard the KG Bach and the 21st Panzer Division. The mission consisted of two squadrons of Wellingtons, a squadron of Blenheim IV’s and a squadron of Baltimores. The Germans were situated in a salt marsh. The barrage was a striking success as the entire German force became disorganized. Also the 2nd MG battalion was eliminated. 

Australian 6th Division and 7th Armored Division struck KG Bach with full force. The battle did not go as well as hoped and the Australian 16th Brigade took significant losses, but in consolation, KG Bach retreated out of the salt marsh. The 7th Division advanced into the Salt Marsh along the track. 

Campbell decided to exploit and pushed ahead with his attack. [Attacker Surprise 13:1 odds]. In a smashing victory, the 7th Armored eliminated the 1-5 Panzer battalion and the 3rd Reconnaissance battalion of 21st Panzer. KG Bach retreated some 15 miles toward Bir Hacheim.

The Axis airbase at Crete refitted two squadrons of Ju-52’s, two squadrons of Ju-88’s and a squadron of He-111’s. El Aden refitted a squadron of CR-42’s [1T].

Afrika Division was re-designated 90th Leicht. The 580th Exploitation Company has been reorganized into the 580th Reconnaissance battalion [90th Leicht]. 

The German army received personnel and equipment replacements in Sicily. 8th MG and 200th pioneer battalions of the 21st Panzer were rebuilt at HQ in Derna. 

Due to interdiction from Malta, only one half of the shipping capacity to Tripoli was available. Supply and personnel debarked at the port facilities in Tripoli. Cargo was also moved from Tripoli to Benghazi and Bomba. [1SP 3T]

German replacement equipment at Bomba fueled and joined the DAK HQ for later reconstitution. 8th MG and 200th pioneer battalions fueled at Derna and rejoined the 21st Panzer Division.12-300th Oasis company pulled back to Aslog Ridge. 15th Panzer fueled and pulled back to Bir Hacheim. Luftwaffe transport airplanes moved supply into DAK HQ. [3T]

1-4 December 1941

From OKH. To General Erwin Rommel HQ DAK Afrika: Due to the severity of the weather conditions on the Eastern Front, the Fliegerkorps has been made available to protect supply convoys in the Mediterranean Sea. Good luck.

Tactical bombers at the Alexandria airbases were refitted for operations. Fighters at Baheira were also refitted [1T].

2nd Armored Brigade fueled at Alexandria and moved to Buqbuq. 7th Armored fueled up and moved up to meet the Germans outside of Bir Hachiem. 6th Australian moved to cover the south flank. 

A squadron of Hurricanes flew over to El Aden and met a squadron of Fiat biplanes. Both sides aborted after contact. Two squadrons of Commonwealth fighters met the Luftwaffe over the Axis airstrip at Gazala. A squadron of Bf-109 Freidrichs met the Hurricanes in the air. In the battle, all of the Messerschmitts were shot down, and the Hurricanes flew safely back to base. 

A large mission of bombers from Alexandria was sent to strike the Germans near Bir Hacheim. All of the bombers managed to evade flak. The air strike went off without a hitch, and the German force was disorganized. 

British 16th Infantry Brigade moved out of Sollum and into the airstrip at Libyan Omar. LayForce returned from its raid to regain supply at Cuase.

KG Bach and KG Marcks were both paralyzed and unable to react. Since the entire Commonwealth patrol zones were down, the Axis attempted to disrupt Campbell’s imminent attack with air strikes.  A squadron of Ju-88’s flew over the 7th Armored division. Although they successfully evaded flak, their barrage had negligible effects. A reduced squadron of Ju-88’s also flew over the Australian 6th Division to attack. This attack had no effect either.

Campbell proceeded with the assault with the both 7th Armored and the 6th Australian. In the ensuing battle, the19th Australian Infantry Brigade took heavy losses. The Commonwealth forces were forced to retreat to cut their losses. Jock Campbell was apparently shaken as he did not activate his force during exploitation.

The Airbase at Crete readied all available bombers and transports. Regia Aeronautica refitted the CR-42’s at El Aden base. [1T]

A squadron of Fiat Br.20 tactical bombers was received as reinforcements and stationed with the DAK airbase. Regia Aeronautica provided two squadrons of fighters. A squadron of Macchi 200’s and a squadron of Macchi 202’s were stationed together at the airstrip at Gazala.

The Italian Army received the 1st Special Engineer battalion at Sicily as reinforcements. 

The German 1-43 Flak battalion also arrived as reinforcements in Sicily. An additional squadron of Ju-52’s was made available at Crete and DAK HQ rebuilt the 1-5 panzer battalion [21st Panzer].

Supply and replacements were shipped from Tripoli to various small ports in Cyrenica

4th San Marco Marine battalion moved to Msus. Axis trucks moved supply from Benghazi and the Marble Arches to the El Mechili dumps. Italian 31st Assault moved to Acroma. 6-300th Oasis company moved back to El Aden. 

The Luftwaffe sent out two squadrons of fighters to sweep the airstrip at Libyan Omar. First the Bf-109’s encountered a squadron of Hurricanes. After a brief engagement, both sides aborted without loss. A squadron of Ju-88’s was sent to strafe the Hurricanes at Libyan Omar. This caused no damage.

Ju-52’s and a squadron of He-111’s flew supply in to DAK airbase. [1SP]

KG Marcks and 15th Panzer Division fueled and pulled out of range of Campbell’s force. Rommel joined KG Bach and what is left of the 21st Panzer, which fueled and pulled back as well. 

5-7 December 1941
The Commonwealth refitted bombers at Alexandria. A lot of resources were expended to refit the fighters at King’s Cross, Libyan Omar, Baheira, and Bu Amud. [1SP] 

Reinforcements arrived at Alexandria: The 1st Armored Division’s 1st Support Brigade debarked. Two units from the Free French also arrived, namely the 1st FF Infantry Brigade and 1st FF Leg Infantry battalion. 

7th Armored Division’s 11th Hussars was reconstituted at 30th Corps HQ.

2nd Armored Brigade fueled and joined the rest of the 1st Armored Division at Sollum. 

A full capacity of supply was moved forward, by rail, coastal shipping, and trucking. 

Personnel replacements pulled into Mersa Matruh and Alam Hammid. Layforce Commando  battalion was sent on another raid in the open desert. Colonel Lacock was reported to be around Ben Gania on the Trigh el Abd.

Australian 6th Division fueled up and pulled back to 30th Corps to receive badly needed replacements. Meanwhile, the divisional trucks went to Alexandria to re-supply. 7th Armored division refueled and pulled back along the track to the salt marsh west of Bir el Gubi. 

New Zealand 4th Infantry Brigade and 28th Battalion pulled forward to Bir Taiebel. 44th Tank Battalion fueled and pulled in behind the 5th Indian Division. German artillery fired on the Indian 5th Infantry, but this had little effect.

13th Corps issued the attack order sending the Indian 5th and South African 1st divisions against the German 3-255th battalion. The 3-255th didn’t have a chance. The 13th Corps units advanced into the low hills. 

The Indian 29th Brigade pressed the attack during exploitation. It found the German 408th Artillery battalion at el Duda. The 408th was also eliminated and the 29th Brigade took control of el Duda.

Axis aircraft at the Crete bases were refitted. Two squadrons of Messerschmitts refitted at DAK.[1T] 

15th MC and 3rd Reconnaissance battalions were rebuilt, for the 21st Panzer Division, at Derna. Some 3,000 tons of supply was unloaded at Tripoli.

Supply from Tripoli was also shipped to Benghazi and Derna [1.5SP and 2T, respectively] Axis transport aircraft flew supply into DAK Airbase.

4th San Marco battalion arrived at El Mechili. Italian 8th Artillery brigade moved forward to the abandoned airstrip at Ascher. The 1-5 panzer battalion fueled and rejoined the 21st Panzer Division. 15th MC and 3rd Reconnaissance battalions also fueled up and rejoined the 21st Panzer Division.

8-11 December 1941

At West Alexandria, 95th Anti-tank battalion debarked as reinforcements. One squadron of Hurricanes was issued to reinforce the Western Desert Air Force. It was stationed at Gambut. The Australian 6th Division received badly needed replacements. Supply was moved from the Delta, to forward positions in Mersa Matruh, Bardia, and Sollum. 

Personnel replacements moved into Sidi Barrani and Sollum. 2nd New Zealand Division and 2nd South African Division advanced to engage the Italians at Point 178. Indian 5th Division moved toward the El Aden garrison, and was joined by the 44th Armored battalion. South African 1st Division positioned itself to the southeast of El Aden. Three artillery units, 68th and 7th Med. and 104th moved to the low hills east of Sidi Rezegh to provide support for the Commonwealth attack.

1st Support and the Free French brigades, and the Free French Leg battalion fueled at Alexandria and traveled to Sollum. LayForce Commandos captured Msus and the abandoned airstrip.

Commonwealth artillery was unleashed against the Italians at Point 178. The Italian 7th Bersaglieri Infantry Regiment was disorganized. Coastal Artillery from Tobruk fired on the garrison at El Aden. The German units there were disorganized as well.

The South African 2nd Division and the New Zealand 2nd Division attacked the Italian infantry at point 178. The Italian Bersaglieri regiment was lost, as was the German coastal battery. New Zealand 5th brigade also took some losses, but the Commonwealth captured point 178. 

Indian 5th Division and South African 1st Division attacked the German garrison at El Aden. The defenders gained surprise. Indian 9th Brigade took heavy losses, and the Germans retreated. Indian 29th Brigade and 44th Armored battalion captured the airbase. A squadron of CR-42’s escaped to the airstrip at Martuba.  

Aircraft at Crete refitted. CR-42’s at Martuba refitted. [1T] Italians received personnel replacements in Sicily. [1Pax] 2nd MG battalion was rebuilt for 15th Panzer Division at Derna. Approximately 3,000 tons on supply was unloaded at the docks of Tripoli. Supply was moved from Tripoli to Benghazi and Derna, via coastal shipping. Axis trucks moved supply from the Marble Arches and Benghazi to El Mechili.

2nd MG battalion fueled at Derna and rejoined 15th Panzer. 12-300th Oasis company joined the 21st Panzer. The 6-300th Oasis company and 1-43 Flak battalion pulled back to Knightsbridge, after their failure to hold the El Aden airbase. 

Italian 22nd Corps ordered a barrage against the supply docks at Tobruk. The Commonwealth dump took heavy losses. [1SP]

12-14 December 1941
Commonwealth personnel replacements landed at Alexandria West. The Railroad has finally reached Ft. Capuzzo and 30th Corps HQ. This will allow approximately 3,000 tons of supply to be moved by rail directly to 30th Corps each week. Supply was moved from the Delta to forward dumps by rail, coastal shipping and trucks. [2T Bardia; 2T Sollum Coastal Shipping] [1SP from MM to Bardia-Trucks]

5th Indian Division fueled so as to pull two of its brigades off the line for replacements at 30th Corps. The divisional trucks went to Alexandria to reload. 1st Free French Brigade was relocated from Sollum to garrison Bardia in the event that 1st Armored is sent to the front lines.

Two Squadrons of Hurricanes went after the Italian fighters at Gazala. A squadron of Macchi 202’s got into the tangle with the British fighters. The Folgores chased away the first squadron of Hurricanes. In the second round, the Hurricanes held their own as both sides aborted without loss. 

A squadron of Hurricanes from Baheira re-based to the recently occupied airbase at El Aden. 

11th Hussars fueled and rejoined the 7th Armored Division. New Zealand 2nd Division occupied Bir El Gubi. 

Colonel LaCock has reported the capture of the 10th Armata platoon at Beda Fromm:

13 December 1941: Colonel Robert LaCock, Commander of LayForce Commando Battalion: To General Cunningham: Three days ago we captured an abandoned airstrip at Msus. I felt that there was no point in holding on to it so we moved on to Beda Fromm. There we found a curious unit, basically, a unit of unarmed women. Our raid was at night and we captured the entire unit without a fight, except for a couple of officers from the Italian 10th Corps HQ, which is approximately 20 miles away. You might say that we caught them with their pants down. They gave up after a minimum attempt to defend them. We captured a large quantity of cigarettes and condoms. –End of message, Col. LaCock. 

Three Commonwealth artillery units moved into El Duda. Australian 6th Division was released from reserve and moved to Bir Taiebel.

Regia Aeronautica refitted a squadron of MC 202’s at Gazala. Transport aircraft were readied at Crete airbases. Italian 1st Med. Tank was rebuilt at DAK HQ.

Supply came across the Mediterranean successfully and was unloaded at Tripoli. [2SP]. Supply was moved via coastal shipping from Tripoli to Benghazi and Bomba. [1.5SP, and 1T, respectively] Transports from Crete flew cargo to the DAK airbase [1SP].

The Aosta MG battalion moved into Tmimi. Axis trucks ran the gauntlet to save the supply at Agedabia from the British Commandos. The supply was safely loaded and moved to the dumps at El Mechili. The German 523rd and 528th Coastal artillery battalions moved from Agedabia to help garrison the Italian 10th Corps HQ outside of Zuetina. Trucks from El Mechili moved supply from Benghazi to the DAK dumps. [1SP 2T].

British Coastal Artillery at Tobruk fired a barrage against the Italians at Acroma. The Ariete Division was disorganized from the shelling, but there was no serious damage otherwise.

The 22nd Corps ordered a salvo against the supply dumps at Tobruk. 5th Army artillery Brigade and 16th Corps artillery regiment fired on the facilities. Some supply was destroyed as a result of the blast. 

15-18 December 1941
KG Wechmar found an abandoned supply dump at Gadd El Ahmar. [2T]

Commonwealth fighters were refitted at Bu Amud and Gambut. [2T] One new squadron of Bristol Beaufighters was released as reinforcements and based at El Aden. One personnel replacement unit detrained at West Alexandria. The Indian 9th and 10th Brigades received replacements at 30th Corps HQ. 

Supply was pushed forward by all means available. [1SP to Ft. Capuzzo, 2T to Bardia, 1SP 3T to Sollum] 

South African 2nd Division moved to Campbell’s northern flank along the wadi. 6th Australian Division moved into the stretch between Campbell and 2nd South African. The 60th Field Artillery and 9th Med. Artillery moved to Bir El Gubi. 42nd Armored Battalion fueled and joined 6th Australian Division. 

Hurricanes from Gambut and Bu Amud were sent to attack the Italian fighters at Gazala. Again a full-strength squadron of Folgores met them over the airstrip. The Hurricanes aborted to Bu Amud while the MC-202’s aborted to Gazala. A second squadron of Hurricanes encountered a squadron of MC 200’s. The Saettas all aborted without loss, while the Hurricanes returned to base at Gambut, flushed with victory. 

LayForce Battalion pulled out of Beda Fromm and headed into the heart of the desert.

New Zealand 2nd Division moved along the track to the southeast of Bir Hacheim. 64th Artillery and 60th Field Artillery was moved up for barrage. 2nd New Zealand’s reconnaissance battalion garrisoned them. Campbell and the 7th Armored Division moved into position east of Bir Hacheim. 

A mission of tactical bombers was sent to strike the Italians at Bir Hacheim. Although the mission made it through without incident, it failed to damage the target.

The 22nd and 202nd Bersaglieri MC companies were released from reserve and pulled away from the Commonwealth forces. They eventually met up with the RECAM Raggruppamento. 

Campbell attacked the Genova MG battalion with the 7th Armored Division. The Italian unit was completely obliterated, while the Commonwealth took negligible losses.

Regia Aeronautica refitted a squadron of Macchi MC-202’s at Gazala. [1T] There was not enough capacity to ready the MC-200’s. Four squadrons of transports refitted at Crete airbases.

Supply ships were unloaded at Tripoli. [2SP] Coastal shipping moved supply to Benghazi and Bomba [1SP 3T total] Trucks moved cargo from Benghazi to El Mechili {1SP 2T] and transport aircraft moves supply into DAK airbase [1SP].

Rommel fueled the 21st Panzer and pushed them forward into Bir Hacheim. 

Campbell ordered a barrage against 21st Panzer. Rommel’s force was disorganized as a result. Rommel countered by ordering the 155th Artillery to fire on the 2nd New Zealand division. This did not have the desired effect so Rommel gave the order to pull back.

19-21 December 1941
Dispatch to General Erwin Rommel, Commanding Officer of the DAK: From Quartermaster in Tripoli: Due to the incredible success of Italian shipping, additional convoys managed to get through and unload supply at the docks of Tripoli. An estimated 6,000 tons has been received. End of Message.

Commonwealth fighter aircraft were refitted at Gambut and Bu Amud. [2T] Bomber squadrons at Alexandria were refitted. A new squadron of Hurricane IIa’s was stationed at El Aden to replace the junk pile that was there. A unit of personnel replacements disembarked at Alexandria. 

Supply was railed to 30th Corps HQ. Cargo moved by means of coastal shipping to the port facilities of Bardia and Sollum. Trucks moved a small amount of supply from Alexandria to Sollum.

Personnel replacements arrived at Mersa Matruh. Four squadrons of Hurricanes were sent to sweep the DAK airbase. A squadron of Hurricane II’s engaged a squadron of Bf-109’s. Both aborted without incident. A second group of Hurricanes pursued a squadron of CR-42’s. All of the biplanes aborted to base. The Hurricanes encountered another squadron of the Fiat biplanes. The Italians were forced down again. Messerschmitt fighters took on the Hurricanes in the next aerial battle. The Hurricanes took many hits and limped back to base at El Aden. The third group of Hurricanes intercepted the Bf-110’s. The British fighters were sent packing to Bu Amud. In the last battle, the Messerschmitts tangled with a fourth squadron of British Hurricanes. This time the Luftwaffe was forced down. The last squadron of Hurricanes returned to Gambut with victory in hand.

Two squadrons of Hurricanes were sent out to sweep the Luftwaffe from the airstrip at El Mechili. They encountered a squadron of Bf-109 Emils. A squadron of Kittyhawks was sent to strike the Italians at Martuba. A squadron of Falcos met them in the air. The CR-42’s were knocked down after taking substantial losses. The British P-40’s returned to King’s Cross in triumph.

A large mission of bombers was sent to strike the supply dumps at El Mechili. Some supply was destroyed as a result of the air strike.

Australian 6th Division and 42nd Tank battalion moved to Bir El Harmat. Indian 5th Division moved forward along the road to Rigel Ridge where it encountered the Luftwaffe 1-43rd Flak battalion. South African 1st Division moved to occupy El Aden. 13th Corps moved to the low hills east of Sidi Rezegh. Personnel replacements moved into the Capuzzo Escarpment and an equipment replacement unit moved to join the 13th Corps HQ. British artillery units moved onto Rigel Ridge behind the Indian division and were garrisoned by the 2nd South African Division. 

The Von Konen Kommando company was released from reserve and escaped the imminent Commonwealth attack to join KG 3rd Aufklarung. 

Two squadrons of Junkers 88’s were sent to bomb the El Aden airbase. The tactical bombers evaded flak, but failed to locate the target, thereby causing no damage.

British artillery was ordered to barrage the Luftwaffe flak unit at Knightsbridge. There was no effect. General Cunningham was reluctant to proceed with the assault due to the ineffective artillery barrage.

Five squadrons of Axis aircraft were refitted at Crete. The He-111’s could not be readied. The airbase at DAK refitted two squadrons of CR-42’s and a squadron of Bf-109’s and Bf-110’s. Two squadrons could not be readied at this time. [G.50’s and Br.20’s]. Bf-109’s at El Mechili refitted and a squadron of MC 200’s at Gazala were refitted as well. A group of CR-42 Falcos at Martuba were also readied for service. [Total cost 3T].

Supply from Italy was unloaded at Tripoli. [4SP]. Coastal shipping moved supply to Benghazi and Bomba. [1SP 3T]. 

1-43rd Flak battalion was moved in behind the Australian 6th Division at Bir el Harmat. The 6-300th Oasis battalion moved to the north flank of the Luftwaffe unit. Hip shoot was called in and a squadron of Stukas caught the Australians in the open. The Commonwealth units were disorganized after the intense barrage. Rommel fueled the 21st Panzer, which moved in to attack the Australians. The overrun attempt was a complete debacle and the 1-5 Panzer battalion was lost as the 21st Panzer was repulsed. [As a small consolation, the Commonwealth units were using internals.]

Ju-88’s were ordered to strike the El Aden airbase. Again they failed to find their target. Three Squadrons of Ju-52’s delivered cargo to the DAK airbase. [3T] KG Schutte and the 90th Leicht were moved into Aslog Ridge. [Fuel cost 1T]

Axis trucks moved supply from Benghazi to El Mechili. [1SP 2T]

New Zealand 2nd Division was released from reserve to reestablish a supply link for the Australian 6th Division.

Rommel activated the 21st Panzer and pulled back to the west.

22-25 December 1941
Four squadrons of Commonwealth bombers were refitted at Alexandria. Air units were also refitted at Libyan Omar, Gambut, King’s Cross, El Aden, and Bu Amud. [1SP 1T] One group of Hurricanes at El Aden was unable to refit.

Supply was moved forward by all available means. [3SP] The Australian 6th Division had to replenish internal supplies (which was very costly), as did the 42nd Armored battalion. 

2nd New Zealand Division attacked the 1-33rd Flak battalion. In the Commonwealth disaster, both 28th Battalion and 4th Brigade took heavy losses. 

Five squadrons of Axis aircraft were refitted at Crete. A squadron of Ju-87’s at Bomba refitted [1T] and two squadrons of Italian fighters were rearmed at DAK. [1T] 

The German Army received personnel and equipment replacements at Sicily, which were made available to be shipped to Tripoli. Supply was shipped, unmolested by the Commonwealth, from Sicily to Tripoli. [2SP] More cargo was moved by means of coastal shipping, to Benghazi and Bomba. [1SP 3T]. 

1-33rd Flak pulled back to Bir El Harmat. Two Luftwaffe fighter squadrons were sent to sweep Bu Amud airstrip. The Bf-109’s met a squadron of Hurricanes. After a fierce engagement in which the Friedrich’s and the Hurricanes took heavy losses, both sides aborted. The Bf-110’s also returned to base.

Two squadrons of CR-42’s were sent to sweep the airstrip at Gambut. A full-strength squadron of Hurricanes met them. The Falcos fought a furious aerial battle and shot up a number of the Hurricanes before they all aborted. All of the biplanes returned home safely. 

Regia Aeronautica sent a squadron of MC.202’s to lure the British fighters at Libyan Omar into combat. After a brief engagement, both sides gave up and the Folgores returned to base.

Ju-52’s flew supply into DAK airbase. [2T]

DAK ordered the 90th Leicht to barrage the 6th Australian Division. The barrage was largely ineffective and further combat was called to a halt.

26-28 December 1941
The Commonwealth found an abandoned supply dump near Ft. Capuzzo. [2T]

Three squadrons of Ju-52 transports were refitted at Crete. One squadron of MC.202 Folgores was refitted at Gazala. Two squadrons of Fiat biplanes were refitted at DAK as well as a group of Bf-109’s and Bf-110’s. [2T]

Supply from Italy was unloaded at the port facilities in Tripoli. [1SP] Also debarking were German personnel and equipment replacements and Italian personnel. 

Trucks moved supply from Benghazi to El Mechili [3SP]. Ju-52’s flew supply into DAK airbase [3T]. 

Two squadrons of Italian fighters were sent from Gazala to sweep the British fighters at El Aden. In the ensuing battle the Hurricanes chased away the MC.202’s. In the next phase, the Saettas were attacked by the British fighters. After taking substantial losses, the Italians withdrew from battle.

Two squadrons of Bf-109’s attacked the British fighters at El Aden. After a short battle, the Emils aborted to base at El Mechili. A second group of Messerschmitts attacked. The Hurricanes again had their way with the Luftwaffe and shot down the remaining Bf-109’s.

Two squadrons of He-111’s and Ju-88’s were sent on a train-busting mission against the rail lines at Bir Enba. The barrage had no significant effect.

DAK HQ ordered the 361st Artillery regiment to blast the Australians. This time the Commonwealth forces were disrupted. The 90th Leicht was ordered to follow up with an attack. The Australian 16th Brigade took some losses and the 90th Leicht pulled back to Rotonda Ualeb.

Aircraft were refitted at El Aden, Gambut, Libyan Omar, and Bu Amud.[1SP]

Two leftover Hurricane groups combined into one full-strength Squadron at El Aden.

Two personnel units debarked in Alexandria and one new Hurricane squadron was brought into King’s Cross as replacements. New Zealand 28th Battalion was rebuilt by the 30th Corps HQ at Ft. Capuzzo. 

Supply was moved to Sollum, Bardia, and 30th Corps, as transport was available. 42nd Armored battalion was fueled and pulled back to Bir El Gubi.  6th Australian pulled back along the Trigh El Abd with Jock Campbell. 60th Field and 64th Med. Artillery was pulled back behind Bir El Gubi. New Zealand 2nd Reconnaissance fueled and pulled back along the Trigh El Abd to the north of El Gubi. 7th Armored Division fueled up and moved to Bir Taiebel. The divisional trucks were sent to Alexandria to reload. 

Jock Campbell activated the Australian Division and continued its retreat. 2nd New Zealand was released from reserve and moved to garrison Bir El Gubi.

29-31 December 1941
Crete airbases refitted all available Ju-52’s, He-111’s and Ju-88’s. The El Mechili airstrip refitted a squadron of Bf-109’s and the DAK airbase refitted a group of Bf-110’s. The MC.202’s at Gazala were also prepared. [3T]

No supply was shipped from Italy this time, but the Italian 1st Special Engineers Regiment was sent safely across the Mediterranean and debarked at Tripoli.

By means of coastal shipping, some supply was sent from Tripoli to Benghazi and Bomba. Axis trucks delivered supply to the Marble Arches and managed to pick up the last amount of supply at Tripoli. [This will reduce the Tripoli dump losses on January 1st to zero!]

Trucks moved supply from Benghazi to El Mechili. Ju-52’s flew supply into DAK as well. A squadron of Ju-88’s and a squadron He-111’s went on a train-busting mission, which succeeded in disrupting the Western Desert Railroad. 

A squadron of MC.202’s was sent on a fighter sweep mission against the British fighters at Bu Amud. The Hurricanes took to the air and engaged the Italians, who were forced to abort to Gazala after taking heavy losses.

Two squadrons of Fiat biplanes went on a fighter sweep against Gambut. After a fleeting engagement, both sides aborted to base. KG Schutte was ordered to move up along the Trigh Capuzzo to close in on the 5th Indian Division. 

DAK ordered the 361st Artillery regiment to barrage the Commonwealth units. In the ensuing volley, the entire division became disorganized and the 29th Brigade took losses. Next the 90th Leicht attacked the Commonwealth. The Indian 10th Brigade took heavy losses, as the Germans pulled back to Sidi Mufti in order to cut down on losses.

KG Schutte was able to reactivate for exploitation. It moved back to harry the 5th Indian Division, which was already in complete disarray. The beleaguered Indian Division took heavy losses and the 29th Brigade was completely wrecked. The 5th Indian retreated in haste as KG Schutte moved into Knightsbridge. 

Commonwealth fighters at Gambut were re-equipped. [1T] Two squadrons of Kittyhawks were released to the Western Desert Airforce. One unit was stationed at Sidi Haneish and the other at the airstrip at Maktila. Two personnel replacements debarked at Alexandria and two new squadrons of aircraft were received as replacements. One squadron of Hurricanes was placed at Gasl Station, and the rest of the replacements were given to the reduced Wellington squadron at Alexandria in order to bring it up to specs.

Supply was moved to the harbors at Bardia and Sollum. [2T each]. Additionally, trucks were able to move supply to Sollum. [1SP 1T]. The WDR railroad was unable to deliver any supply at this time, due to the aggressive interdiction of the Luftwaffe.

Australian 16th Brigade headed back to Corps to receive replacements. Indian 5th Division pulled back to El Duda. 

Colonel LaCock reported that his commandos were as far as Agedabia, deep into the enemy rear area. He also noted that there wasn’t much activity there.

This ends the second installment of the Italian Campaign.

ContInued..... By ER BIckford

1-4 January 1942

Personnel and equipment replacements landed at Alexandria West. 13th Corps HQ rebuilt trucks transports [2T]. Commonwealth trucks moved cargo to Sollum. [1SP1T] The WDR was unable to operate due to interdiction of Axis tactical bombers. Coastal vessels moved supply to Bardia and Sollum [1SP].

South African 2nd Division and three artillery battalions moved to the track between Point 178 and Sidi Rezegh. Indian 5th Division moved to 13th Corps to receive badly needed replacements. South African 1st Division moved back to the low hills behind el Duda. 60th Field Artillery and 64th Med. Artillery battalions retreated to Gabr Saleh. Australian 16th Brigade moved to 30th Corps to receive replacements. 

Layforce Commando battalion captured and destroyed a supply dump at the Marble Arches. Approximately 3,000 tons of supply was destroyed. New Zealand 28th battalion was released from reserve and moved up to Bir Taiebel. A squadron of Blenheim IV’s was sent to interdict at Rigel Ridge on the Trigh el Abd. 

Aircraft at Crete airbases were refitted. One group of MC-202’s were re-equipped at Gazala [1T] Two squadrons of CR-42’s were rearmed at DAK airbase. [1T]

One new squadron of Macchi 200’s was issued to the Regia Aeronautica and stationed at El Mechili. A new squadron of CR-42’s was places at the airstrip at Martuba. Gazal received a new squadron of Folgores, and Maraura added a squadron of SM-79’s.

The German Army was issued personnel and equipment replacements available for immediate transfer to Tripoli.

1 January 1942 Logistics Report to Commander of DAK: Our current capacity for the shipment of supply to Tripoli is estimated to be 9,000 tons per week. Countermeasures taken by the Fleigerkorps will guarantee safe transit.-End of Transmission

2 January 1942: Reinforcements Report: To General Rommel, CO of DAK: Arriving today at Tripoli from Sicily, was a group of German Army personnel and equipment replacements. Also debarking was the 1-53rd Flak Battalion and the 778th Landing Company. End of message

German and Italian personnel and equipment replacements were transferred to Derna, Appollonia, and Bomba via coastal shipping vessels. Axis trucks moved cargo from Tripoli to Benghazi. [1SP] Axis trucks moved supply from Benghazi to El Mechili. [1SP2T]

Ju-52s flew in supply to enable aircraft refit at the DAK and Maraura bases. A squadron of Bf-110’s was sent to chase away the interdicting Blenheim MK IV’s. The Bristol’s held their own until all of the Messerschmitts were shot down, and after the turbulent fight only half of the Blenheims made it back home. VC’s were awarded to the brave pilots. 

KG Schutte moved the 90th Leicht along the Trigh el Capuzzo to meet the Commonwealth at El Aden. The 1-33rd Flak battalion and Italian San Marco Marine battalion advanced along the Trigh el Abd to the wadi where the 6th Australian was defending. 

KG 3rd Aufklarung moved along the Trigh el Abd to the crossroads near Bir Harmat. A large quantity of cargo was moved from El Mechili to Bir Temrad, where Raggruppamento RECAM was stationed. [6SP2T] Trieste Division and d’Maneuvre artillery advanced to the low hills to the east of Brir Temrad.

KG Wechmar left the DAK garrison and moved along the track toward Bir Temrad. DAK HQ packed up and moved to the low hills to the south east of Bir Temrad. KG Voss, which consisted of German artillery, moved to join the Italian units remaining at Gadd el Ahmar. [Former residence of DAK HQ]

General Rommel moved to Bir Hacheim with the 21st Panzer (the tracked units were left behind with General Bach.) Marcks moved to the west side of Bir Hacheim with the 15th Panzer (2nd MG and 33rd Pioneer battalions) The rest of 15th Panzer fueled and moved to the wadi along the Trigh el Abd. 

Two squadrons of tactical bombers were sent out of Crete to go after the WDR trains coming from Alexandria. Ju-88’s and He-111’s struck near Burg el Arab. The mission was a complete success and the trains have been stopped again. Italian 10th Corp HQ fueled up at Zuetina and moved to Gadd el Ahmar.

The British coastal artillery was ordered to barrage the 90th Leicht Division outside of El Aden. The barrage was a smashing success and KG Schutte became disorganized, as the 900th Pioneer battalion was shattered.

Marcks activated to get the 15th Panzer Division back together on the Trigh el Abd. KG Wechmar activated and brought the flak units to DAK. 

5-7 January 1942

One squadron of Blenheim MK IV’s was refitted at Alexandria Airbases. 1st RAF and 2nd RAF armored car battalions debarked at Alexandria West. Two groups of Bristol Blenheim MK IV’s combined into a full-strength squadron. 

Australian 16th Infantry Brigade took on replacements at 30th Corps HQ. Indian 29th Brigade was rebuild at 30th Corps. Indian 9th and 10th Infantry Brigades received replacements at 13th Corps HQ. 

Australian 6th Brigade moved to Gasr el Abid. New Zealand 2nd Reconnaissance battalion and 42nd RTR armored battalion fueled and joined the rest of the New Zealand 2nd Division, which pulled back to Gabr Saleh. Australian 6th Division also relocated to the desert plain west of Gabr Saleh. 

South African 1st Division and three Artillery battalions, the 7th Med. 64th Med., and 104th, were ordered to move to Gasr el Arid. South African 2nd Division took up defensive positions in the low hills at Point 178.  

13th Corps HQ relocated to Bardia. Free French 1st Brigade took positions in the low hills east of El Duda. 

Luftwaffe tactical bombers hit the railroad trains hard and no supply was delivered via the WDR. Coastal vessels were able to move some cargo to Bardia and Sollum. [1SP]

Czechoslovakian 11th Brigade moved to garrison Bardia.  Trucks moved supply from Alexandria to Sollum. [1SP 3T].

One groups of Hurricane Mk I’s transferred bases from Gambut to the airstrip at El Hamman. 

LayForce Commando Battalion moved from the Marble Arches to Bir Bu Haruga on the Trigh el Abd.

In reaction KG Marcks fueled the 15th Panzer and captured the abandoned airstrip at Bir el Gubi. KG 3rd Aufklarung also reacted and moved along the Trigh el Abd to the wadi near Bir el Gubi. Rommel followed by moving part of the 21st Panzer to the Trigh el Abd. Regia Aeronautica sent one squadron of Macchi 202 Folgores from the airstrip at Bomba to the currently occupied airstrip at Bir el Gubi. The fighters encounter flak but manage to avoid injury.

Jock Campbell pulled the 7th Armored division back to Australian 6th Division. A squadron of Blenheims was sent to interdict at Bir Taiebel. They encountered flak and took fifty-percent losses. The mission was aborted. A second squadron was sent on the same mission and also met up with flak but escaped any damage. A third squadron was sent to interdict to the south west of point 178. Although they ran into flak, the Blenheims continued their mission.

A group of MC-200’s at Gazala was rearmed. [1T] The airbases at Crete also refitted their aircraft. The 900th Pioneer battalion was rebuilt at El Chorma. 1-5 Panzer battalion (21st Panzer) was rebuilt at Derna. 

The Ariete Division’s 551st and 552nd Assault Gun Battalions landed at Tripoli along with 3,000 tons of freight. [2SP] 

Luftwaffe 1-43rd Flak battalion was shipped from Tripoli to Benghazi. German personnel and equipment replacements were loaded at Tripoli and debarked at Derna. More replacement personnel from Tripoli debarked at Appollonia.  

KG Bach and 21st Panzer fueled up and advanced to the crossroads between Bir el Gubi and El Aden. The 1-5 battalion joined the division. Rommel and the rest of the 21st Panzer linked up at the junction point. 

Aosta MG battalion moved ahead to Knightsbridge. 12-300th Oasis company advanced to Bir Hacheim. Ju-52’s flew in supply to the old DAK airbase. [3T]

Luftwaffe 1-33rd Flak battalion and San Marco battalion proceed through interdiction to establish defensive positions to the north of Bir Taiebel. 900th Pioneer battalion fueled and re-joined the 90th Leicht near El Aden. KG 3rd Aufklarung moved forward to the left flank of the panzers on the El Aden crossroads. 

Two squadrons of tactical bombers were sent on a train-busting mission. This time the bombers missed the target.

Axis trucks moved supply and cargo from Benghazi and el Mechili to Gazala supply dump. [10SP]

British coastal artillery at Tobruk fired at barrage against the 90th Leicht Division, which continues to threaten El Aden. Schutte and the 90th Leicht became disorganized.

KG 3rd Aufklarung activated and moved to the position south of El Aden. 

902nd and 2-115th Artillery fired on the tank battalion at El Aden. The garrison was disorganized as a result. KG Schutte and 3rd Aufklarung attacked the British tank battalion at El Aden. In the intense battle, the 44th RTR was all but eliminated and the 3rd Aufklarung captured El Aden. The aircraft had to relocate and dispersed to three different bases.

8-11 January 1942
Weather Report Transmission: A low pressure system is expected to move into Egypt on 8 January. Affected areas range from Alexandria to Bardia. End Transmission.

Crete airbases rearmed all of the available aircraft. 115th Infantry Regiment (15th Panzer) was rebuilt at Derna.  Supply from Italy crossed the Mediterranean and unloaded in Tripoli. [3SP]

Luftwaffe 1-53rd Flak battalion arrived at the Marble Arches from Tripoli. 551st Assault Gun battalion was shipped from Tripoli to Gazala. Freight was shipped from Tripoli to Benghazi [1SP]

Four German units, 902nd and 2-115th artillery, 2-300th Oasis company and Von Konen’s Kommandos moved to garrison El Aden. KG Schutte advanced to the east of El Aden in front of the Free French Infantry Brigade. 3rd Aufklarung moved into the depression west of el Hammed to cut off Tobruk. The Italian Aosta MG battalion moved forward to join KG Schutte. 

One squadron of CR-42’s was sent to search and destroy the Blenheims interdicting Bir Taiebel. The tactical bombers were located and engaged by the biplanes. In the end the British pilots aborted, but only part of the squadron returned home. 

Another squadron of Falcos descended on the Blenheims interdicting near point 178. All of the British bombers fled to safety. 

The 1-33rd Flak battalion set up defensive positions in Taiebel Esem. The San Marco battalion moved into position the north to cover the flak unit on the track between Sidi Rezegh and Taiebel.

Ariete Division fueled and moved to two positions west of and to the depression south of El Duda. 21st Panzer fueled and moved to the track south of point 178. 115th Infantry regiment fueled at Derna and rejoined the 15th Panzer. 

Axis trucks move cargo from El Mechili to Gazala. [4SP] Trucks from El Mechili move to the Marble Arches enroute to Tripoli. Ju-52’s flew in supply to the DAK airbase. [3T]

One squadron of Italian fighters was directed to sweep the airstrip at Libyan Omar. A squadron of Hurricanes met them. The Hurricanes had a tough time of it and were forced down after taking substantial losses. The Folgores returned to their home airstrip at Gazala. 

Another fighter sweep mission was ordered against the King’s Cross airbase. A squadron of Bf-109’s and a squadron of MC-200’s encountered Hurricane MK I’s near King’s Cross. After a short battle all of the Hurricanes were forced down. A depleted squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks appeared next. They were also forced to abort to base.

A mission of train-busters was again sent to disrupt the Western Desert Railroad transport. Two squadrons of tactical bombers were sent to el Arab in search to the Commonwealth freight. The bombing run had no effect as the bombers failed to find their target.

In reaction to the Axis’ moves the British Coastal Artillery in Tobruk barraged KG Schutte, but it was to no avail. 

Axis artillery opened with a barrage against the 2nd South African division at point 178. The South Africans were disorganized from the fire. 

The 21st Panzer and Ariete Division attacked the hapless South Africans. In the ensuing conflagration, the 4th and 5th Infantry brigades took heavy losses. The 6th brigade also took heavy losses while covering the retreat to point 175. The Ariete Division captured point 178. 

Both Rommel and Maletti activated their forces for exploitation. Both divisions advanced upon the injured South Africans. Both Axis forces relentlessly attacked. The South African 4th Brigade was eliminated. 21st Panzer also lost the 200th Pioneers battalion. The remnant of the South African 2nd Division retreated to the Trigh Capuzzo, to the west of Bir Scefsciuf. The Ariete occupied point 175.

Commonwealth Turn

Aircraft at the Alexandria base were refitted for service. A squadron of Hurricanes was refitted at El Hammand. One squadron of Hurricanes refitted at Libyan Omar. [1T] Hurricane Mk II’s were rearmed at Gambut. [1T] A squadron of Hurricanes at Bu Amud refitted. [1T] The Hurricanes and Kittyhawks at King’s Cross were rearmed. [1T]

(Again it cost the Commonwealth 1SP to refit all of the aircraft scattered about)

New trucks were made available at Alexandria. [2T] Indian 5th Division fueled and pulled back to the hedgehog’s at Bardia. South African 2nd Division refueled and pulled out to Sollum. South African 1st Division pulled back to hedgehogs at Bardia. Free Frecnh 1st Brigade retreated to point 208.

60th Field Artillery and 64th Med. Artillery battalions pulled back to Bir Sheferzan.  New Zealand 2nd Division pulled out of Gabr Saleh and joined the 30th Corps for replacements. 7th Armored Division fueled and moved to the low hills north of Libyan Omar. Australian 6th Division moved to Gasr el Abid. 42nd RTR moved to Bir Gibni.

The WDR detrained freight at the 30th Corp HQ. [1SP] Coastal vessels debarked supply at Bardia and Tobruk [1SP]

12-14 January 1942
New Zealand 4th and 5th Infantry Brigades accepted replacements at 30th Corps. 

One squadron of Hurricane Mk II’s re-based from Gambut to Ft. Capuzzo. Commonwealth trucks moved supply from Alexandria to Sollum [1SP 2T] Coastal vessels unloaded cargo at Bardia and Tobruk [1SP] WDR moved freight to 30th Corps. [1SP]

Two squadrons of Hurricanes joined forces to with Blenheims on an interdiction mission. One group was sent to interdict Bir Bu Meliha and the second group was sent to interdict the junction at Gabr Saleh. The mission at Bir Bu Meliha encountered some flak but managed to continue the mission.

The Layforce commandos moved back into supply near Ft. Maddalena.

Axis Turn

All of the available aircraft were refitted at Crete. A squadron of MC 202’s were rearmed at Gazala. [1T] One squadron of Bf-109’s was readied at El Mechili. [1T] DAK airbase refitted two squadrons of Falcos and a squadron of Saettas. [1T]

200th Pioneer battalion was rebuilt at Derna. 7th Bersaglieri Infantry regiment was rebuilt at DAK HQ.

Supply from Italy was unloaded at the docks in Tripoli. [3SP] Coastal frigates transferred cargo loaded at Tripoli to Benghazi and Derna. [1SP3T] Axis trucks loaded supply at Tripoli and delivered it to the Marble Arches. [1SP] 

German equipment fueled and moved from Derna to DAK HQ. Two squadrons of Folgores were sent to strike the Commonwealth interdictors at Bir Bu Meliha. The Hurricanes and Folgores aborted after making contact. The second squadron of fighters attacked the Blenheim Mk IV’s. After a brief aerial engagement the tactical bombers aborted their mission and successfully fled to their base.  The Italian fighters returned to base at Gazala. 

Two squadrons of Italian fighters were sent from DAK airbase to attack the British aircraft interdicting at Gabr Saleh. British Hurricanes engaged the Macchi 200’s. After the initial encounter, both sides decided to abort to base. The Commonwealth fighters returned to Kings Cross and the Italians to DAK. A squadron of Fiat G.50’s struck the Blenheims. The British bombers were shot up rather quickly, and aborted their mission, limping home. The Italian Freccias returned to DAK airbase.

Aosta MG advanced to Bir Scefsciuf. 288th Sonderverband battalion advanced to the low hills to the northwest of Gambut. The German Kommandos caught a group of Hurricanes at Bu Amud, but they escaped to the airstrip at Buqbuq. 

1-33rd Luftwaffe Flak battalion and 4th San Marco Marines captured Gabr Saleh. Italian 16th Corps artillery regiment moved into Bir el Gubi. KG Wechmar moved with DAK HQ to its new residence along the Trigh el Abd near the wadi outside of Bir el Gubi. Trento Division moved to Bir Temrad. The Trento artillery fueled and moved to Acroma. The Trieste Division advanced along the road to the low hills outside of Sidi Rezegh.

Luftwaffe 1-43rd Flak fueled at Benghazi and moved to Tmimi. Axis trucks moved a large quantity of cargo from El Mechili to Bir Temrad. [8SP] German equipment replacements at Bir Temrad fueled and joined the DAK HQ. 

21st Panzer fueled and moved with KG Bach and Rommel to the open desert below Bir Meliha. KG Marcks and 15th Panzer fueled and advanced to Gabr Saleh.  The Ariete Division and the 551st Assault Gun Battalion fueled up and advanced to Bir Maliha.

Ju-52’s the workhorses of the Luftwaffe, flew cargo into DAK airbase. [3T] 

Rommel activated and moved KG Bach and the 21st Panzer to meet the British units at Bir Gibni. General Maletti also moved the Ariete to the plateau between Sidi Azeiz and Gabr Saleh.

Rommel ordered the 155th Artillery regiment to fire on the British tanks. The 42nd RTR was completely wrecked. The 21st Panzer followed up with an attack against the 8th RTR Armored battalion. The British tanks were all eliminated, while the 21st Panzer suffered inconsequential losses.

15-18 January 1942
Aircraft at Crete airbases were repaired. One squadron of MC-202’s was refitted at Gazala. [1T] MC-200’s and G.50’s were rearmed at DAK HQ. [1T]

Supply and German replacements were loaded at Sicily and successfully crossed the Mediterranean where they debarked at the port facilities in Tripoli. [2SP3T 1Pax]

Coastal vessels transferred cargo from the ports in Tripoli to Benghazi and Gazala. [1SP3T] Axis trucks moves supply from Benghazi to Gazala. [1SP1T]

A squadron of Macchi 202’s was sent to engage the fighters at Ft. Capuzzo. A squadron of Hurricanes met them and an aerial battle ensued. All of the Italian fighters aborted to base. A squadron of Macchi 200’s and another of Bf-109’s were sent to strike down the British Mark II’s at Ft. Capuzzo. Both the Messerschmitts and Hurricanes terminated the mission after taking substantial losses. 

Two squadrons of CR-42’s attacked the Hurricanes at Libyan Omar. The first squadron of biplanes was put down. Then the second squadron attacked. The second wave destroyed the remaining Hurricanes, and the Italians returned home with victory.

Trento Division advanced to Acroma. 15th MC battalion pushed on to spot the 7th Armored Division for some hip shoot. A squadron of Heinkel 111’s flew in and met up with some flak. All of the bombers made it through to the mission. The 7th Armored Division became disorganized. 

21st Panzer fueled and the 3rd Reconnaissance battalion moved to the outskirts of Bir Gibni. A squadron of Ju-88’s was called in for an air strike against the Australian 6th Division. This barrage resulted in the Australians becoming disorganized. 

200th Pioneer battalion pulled up to the vicinity of Libyan Omar. A squadron of Ju-88’s flew in to strike the British garrison. The attack had no effect. A squadron of Stukas was called in to strike the same unit. The British 16th Brigade was disorganized.

Rommel and the 21st Panzer join the 200th Pioneers. 15th Panzer fueled and moved to Rommel’s left flank. 

Ju-52’s flew supply into the DAK airbase. [3T] 

Australian brigade artillery fired at Rommel’s force without effect. Commonwealth artillery fired at 15th Panzer without results. 

Rommel commenced with an attack with the 15th and 21st Panzer Divisions designed to knockout the 7th Armored Division.  The Axis attack force was repulsed! VC’s to all desert rats! 

Marcks activated and moved the 15th Panzer and the 15th MC battalion to meet the Australian 6th Division at the outskirts of Gasr el Abid. The Australian 16th Brigade took heavy losses but the Division held their ground. Marcks retreated. 

Commonwealth Turn

One squadron of Hurricanes was refitted at King’s Cross. [1T] A squadron of Hurricanes refitted at Ft. Capuzzo. [1T] British fighters rearmed at Buqbuq. [1T] Two squadrons of Bristol Blenheim Mk IV’s were repaired at Alexandria bases. 

The Free French de-barked two units at the port in Alexandria. They were the 1st Free French Artillery battalion and the Bataillon Francais Marine battalion.

60th Field Artillery and 64th Med. Artillery retreated to the track connecting Sidi Omar and Sidi Suleiman. This is a plateau. 2nd RAF armored car battalion fueled and advanced to Libyan Omar. 

WDR railroad delivered cargo to the 30th Corps HQ. [1SP] Frigates delivered supply to Bardia and Sollum. [1SP] South African 2nd Division moved to Halfaya Pass. Trucks moved supply to Sollum. [2SP1T]

19-21 January 1942
Ju-52’s refitted at Crete airbases. Two squadrons of tactical bombers were rearmed as well. At the DAK airbase, three squadrons of fighters were readied. [1T] El Mechili airstrip refitted a squadron of Bf-109’s and Bomba rearmed a squadron of Stukas. [2T] The airstrip at Gazal refitted a squadron of Folgores. [1T]

Commonwealth forces at Malta successfully interdicted some of the Italian supply convoys enroute to Tripoli. Supply and replacements were shipped from Italy to Tripoli. [1SP3T 1Pax]

DAK ordered the Regia Aeronautica on a fighter sweep at Ft. Capuzzo. The mission included a squadron of MC-202’s and a squadron of MC-200’s. They were met by British Hurricanes. The Folgores aborted the mission shortly after contact. The Saettas enterer the fray next. Both sides gave up after initial combat. 

Two squadrons of CR-42’s were sent to take down the patrol at Buqbuq. A group of Hurricanes entered battle with them. The veteran biplane pilots put down the British fighters. 

200th Pioneer battalion and 104th Infantry regiment move in behind the 7th Armored Division, along the road between Sidi Azeiz and Libyan Omar. A squadron of Ju-87’s was called in for some hipshoot. The 7th Armored became disorganized. 

Raggruppamento RECAM and the 202nd Bersaglieri MC company moved the join the Ariete. General Maletti moved the 551st Assault Gun Battalion and the 8th Med. Armored battalion to east side of the plateau near Sidi Azeiz.  

15th Panzer Division fueled. 3rd Reconnaissance battalion moved to Bir Sheferzan, behind the Australian 6th Division. 33rd Pioneer Battalion moved to Gasr el Abid. 15th Panzer moved in to attack the Australians. A squadron of Ju-88’s was called in to hipshoot the Australians. The barrage had no effect. 

1-33rd Flak advanced to garrison the 21st divisional trucks and artillery. 4th San Marco moved around the Commonwealth’s south flank and met up with the 3rd Reconnaissance battalion.

Coastal vessels shipped supply to Benghazi [1SP2T] and German personnel replacements to Gazala. Axis trucks moved supply from Benghazi to Gazala. [1SP2T] Ju-52’s landed cargo into DAK airbase. [3T] Trucks moved supply from Tripoli to the Marble Arches. [1SP]

552nd AG fueled at the Marble Arches and advanced to Gadd el Ahmad and the Italian 10th Corps HQ. 778th landing company advanced to Agedabia.

Colonel LaCock was sent on a mission with his commandos to disrupt the supply of DAK. His battalion made it from track to the west of Ft, Maddelina, to the Trigh el Abd near the crossroads of Bir Harmat. Thus far it looks like the operation was a major success. [Rommel couldn’t get combat supply through the HQ. But he still had internals and the supply on his divisional trucks.]

Rommel attacked anyway, because the 7th Armored was cut off and would have to fight on internals or no supply at all. Campbell decided to supply the defense with divisional trucks as well. This attack was a complete disaster for Rommel. [Defender surprise and very low dice. I rolled two 1’s two 2’s and a 3] The 200th Pioneer was eliminated as well as the 1-5 Panzer battalion. 

KG Schutte activated and moved to Bir el Hammat to meet the Commandos. Provisional Bersaglieri MC battalion was released from reserve and pulled up to support Schutte’s group. The LayForce battalion was eliminated in the battle. [Not a bad last mission, which took out two of the 21st Panzer’s battalions, one armored, and prevented an effective attack.]

Aircraft at Buqbuq were refitted. [1T] Fighters at Ft. Capuzzo were rearmed. [1T] 

Australian 6th Division retreated to Sidi Omar. The 7th Armored somehow extracted itself from its precarious position, but had to leave the low hills as a consequence. British 16th Brigade pulled out of Libyan Omar and relocated along the road in front of point 208. 2nd RAF armored car battalion fueled and joined the 16th Brigade. The battered South African 2nd Division moved to the track at point 208. 

60th Field and 64th Med. Artillery battalions pulled back to Halfaya Pass. Trucks moved supply from Alexandria to Sollum. [3T] WDR delivered cargo to 30th Corps. [1SP] The Free French artillery battalion fueled and advanced to Sidi Barrani. The Free French battalion moved from Alexandria to tell el Elsa. Coastal Freighters delivered supply to Bardia and Sollum. [1SP]

Rommel fueled the 21st Panzer and advanced to the immediate west of point 208. Marcks fueled the 15th Panzer and advanced to the low hills north of Libyan Omar. 

Australian 6th Division fires its brigade groups at the 3rd Reconnaissance battalion. The barrage demolished the German battalion. 

22-25 January 1942
Meteorology desk: Weather Report: A low front is expected to move into the Tobruk Derna area. Heavy rains and mud are expected. Heavy rains are also expected in Cairo and the Delta regions. End trans.

Three squadrons of fighters were readied at DAK base, although there will be no missions. [1T] One squadron of Folgores refitted at Gazala, and a squadron of Stukas at Bomba. [2T] Transports at Crete refitted and a squadron of Ju-88’s and He-111s.

The 2-5 Panzer battalion (21st Panzer) was rebuilt at DAK HQ.

Supply from Sicily arrived at Tripoli and was unloaded. [3SP] Coastal vessels moved cargo from Tripoli to Benghazi and personnel to Gazala. 778th arrived at Ben Gania. Axis trucks delivered cargo from Tripoli to the Marble Arches. [1SP] 

Italian 4th San Marco battalion advanced to Libyan Omar. Italian 9th Med. (Ariete) fueled and moved to Libyan Omar. 1-33rd Flak and the 21st Panzer artillery regiment moved to the west of the low hills occupied by Marcks. 21st Panzer Divisional trucks left to reload at El Mechili.

155th Artillery fired on the 7th Armored Division, which subsequently became disorganized. The 11th Hussars was wrecked in the battle. 

A squadron of Ju-88’s on a train-busting mission joined a squadron of He-111’s. The mission evaded flak but failed to find their target. Ju-52’s flew supply into Maraura. [3T]

Rommel moved the 21st Panzer to the low hills with the 15th Panzer for some cover.

A group of Hurricane Mk II’s refitted at Ft, Capuzzo airstrip. A destroyed squadron of Hurricanes was upgraded with Hurricane Mk II’s, which were subsequently stationed to patrol at Ft. Capuzzo. The pilots were overjoyed.

Coastal ships moved supply to Bardia and Sollum. [1SP] WDR unloaded freight at 30th Corps. [1SP] 

64th Med. Artillery and 60th Field Artillery battalions moved to Sidi Suleiman. The 1st RAF armored car battalion fueled and joined them. Commonwealth trucks moved cargo from Alexandria to Sollum. [1SP3T] The BFM battalion arrived at Maatan Baggush. 

60th Field and 64th Med. Artilleries were ordered to fire on Rommel. The 15th and 21st Panzer divisions became disorganized. 

26-28 January 1942
Transmission: From C-in-C Middle East: To: Lt. Gen. Neil Ritchie, Eighth Army HQ. Several squadrons have been made available for use in combating the Luftwaffe and Regia Aeronautica. An Additional squadron of the Bristol Blenheim Mk IV’s has been stationed at Alexandria airbases. Two squadrons of Kittyhawks are available, as is a squadron of Hurricane Mk. I. End transmission

The Western Desert Air Force received several new squadrons. A squadron of Blenheims was placed at Alexandria. Two squadrons of Kittyhawks were stationed at Baheira and Menastir, respectively, and a squadron of Hurricanes was placed at Amseet.

Personnel replacements debarked at Alexandria West. Commonwealth trucks delivered supply from Alexandria to Sollum. [2SP1T] Coastal vessels moved cargo to Sollum and Bardia [1SP] and the WDR de-trained cargo at 30th Corps. [1SP]

Two squadrons of Kittyhawks were sent to lay down some interdiction along the Libyan Omar-Sidi Azeiz road. They avoided flak.

65th Anti-Tank moved to Menastir as a garrison force for the airstrip. 11th Czech battalion advanced to Baheira. 

Five squadrons of tactical bombers and transports refitted at Crete. A group of MC 202’s refitted at Gazala.

A full complement of supply was shipped from Italy to Tripoli. [3SP] Additionally, coastal ships moved cargo from Tripoli to Benghazi and Gazala. [1SP3T]

Rommel and Bach moved the 21st Panzer to the north of KG Marcks. The 2-5 Panzer battalion fueled at DAK and rejoined the 21st Panzer Division. Ju-52’s flew supply in to DAK airbase. [3T] Ariete’s 552nd AG battalion fueled and joined the Division. 

Regia Aeronautica was ordered to attack the Kittyhawks on interdiction at Libyan Omar. The Kittyhawks were badly damaged and aborted their mission to Menastir. Another squadron of Folgores was sent to get the British P-40’s near 21st Panzer. The Kittyhawks aborted to Baheira, and the Italians fled to Gazala.

Tactical bombers from Crete were sent to strike the WDR. Although they completed the mission without incident, they failed to damage the target.

A small force of MC-200’s re-based from Gazala to the airstrip outside of El Duda. The Italian 1st Special Engineers Regiment moved out from the Marble Arches to El Amar.

29-31 January 1942
Italian fighters at Bir el Gubi rearmed. [1T] Folgores at Gazala refitted. [1T] Transports and two squadrons of bombers were readied on Crete. DAK HQ rebuilt the wrecked 200th Pioneer Battalion, for the 21st Panzer Division.

Supply ships from Italy unloaded their cargo at the port facilities in Tripoli. [3SP] Coastal vessels transferred supply from Tripoli to Benghazi and Gazala. [1SP3T] Trucks moved supply out of Tripoli to the Marble Arches. [1SP2T] Trucks loaded cargo at Tripoli. [2SP]

The Italian 1st Special Engineers Regiment moved arrived at Giof el Mater. 778th Landing company arrived at the DAK HQ. Ju-52’s flew in supply from Crete to DAK airbase. [3T]

Ju-88’s and He-111’s went on a train-busting mission. They returned safely after failing another mission. 200th Pioneer battalion fueled and rejoined the 21st Panzer. 1-33rd flak joined the 15th Panzer in the low hills.

Commonwealth artillery fired on the 15th Panzer Division in the low hills near Libyan Omar. Marcks and the 15th Panzer became dislocated.

KG Marcks moved the 15th Panzer back behind the low hills. The 1-33rdflak remained in place.

Two squadrons of Kittyhawks refitted at Baheira and Menastir, respectively. [2T] 11th Hussars armored car battalion was rebuilt at 30th Corps. WDR moved supply to 30th Corps. [1SP] Coastal ships delivered freight to Sollum and Bardia. [1SP] Trucks moved supply from Alexandria to Sollum. [1SP2T]

11th Hussars fueled and joined the rest of the 7th Armored Division. A mission of four squadrons of tactical bombers was ordered to strike at Rommel’s right flank to the south at Libyan Omar. All of the bombers evaded Axis flak. The resulting barrage left the Italians in disarray.

The 7th Armored attacks at full force. The Italians were mauled as the 4th San Marco was destroyed and the 9th Med. Panzer unit was forced to retreat to the outskirts of Bir Gibni. 

Jock Campbell activated and fueled the 7th Armored division. The 7th Armored overran the 9th Med. Tank, which was subsequently destroyed.

1-4 February 1942
The Suez Canal was mined event occurred. This means that Alexandria is shut down as a port for the duration of 1-4 February.

7th Armored division fueled and moved to Libyan Omar. Australian 6th Division moved to Sidi Omar to the right flank of 7th Armored. The French BFM moved to Sidi el Augeam. 1st RAF armored car battalion fueled and moved to the plateau to the east of Bir Sheferzan. Trucks enroute to Sollum, delivered supply. [3T] The rest of the Commonwealth trucks are waiting at Alexandria for cargo to arrive. 

21st Panzer 155th Artillery fired a barrage against the 7th Armored. The 7th armored became disrupted under while under fire. Commonwealth artillery fired at the Luftwaffe flak unit due north of Libyan Omar. 1-33rd Flak became disorganized. 

Australian 6th Division attacked the Luftwaffe battalion. The flak unit was destroyed. After the battle, the Australian 6th pulled back to Sidi Omar. 7th Armored subsequently moved to the north of Libyan Omar.

Aircraft at Crete were refitted. Some supply at Tripoli was lost due to attrition. [3T] A squadron of Bf-109 Emils was released as reinforcements and stationed at Bir El Gubi. The Italian 501st Anti-tank battalion, the German 612th Flak, and German replacements debarked at Tripoli. Also supply was unloaded. [3T]

Coastal Shipping transferred supply from Tripoli to Benghazi. [1SP2T] Trucks moved cargo to Gazala. [5SP] Ju-52’s flew supply in to the DAK airbase. [3T]

Two squadrons of Macchi fighters attacked the British aircraft at Baheira. The Kittyhawks were forced to abort. A squadron of Folgores attacked the British Kittyhawks based at Menastir. This time the Italians aborted the mission. Two squadrons of CR-42’s went back to Menastir. All of the Kittyhawks were shot down and some of the Italian biplanes were lost as well. 

A squadron of Bf-109 Friedrichs and Italian MC.200’s attacked the British fighters based at Amseet. The Macchi’s aborted the mission leaving the outnumbered Messerschmitts to handle the Hurricanes. The Luftwaffe did not fare well, and none returned home.

Italian 1st Special Engineer Regiment arrived at Ben Gania. 15th Panzer fueled and advanced to the low hills to engage the 7th Armored Division. 21st Panzer fueled and pulled up to the north of Marcks. Trieste Division moved up the Coastal Road to the track at Gambut. 

Commonwealth Artillery fired a barrage against KG Bach. [21st Panzer] 15th Motorcycle battalion was wrecked and the 21st Panzer became disorganized. 

German artillery fires a barrage against the 7th Armored Division. The 7th Armored took some losses and became disorganized. 15th Panzer launched an attack against Campbell and the 7th Armored. The British lost 11th Hussars in the battle while KG Marcks retreated to cut losses. Rommel was able to activate and moved the 21st Panzer into the low hills.

5-7 February 1942
Aircraft at Alexandria were refitted. A squadron of Kittyhawks at Baheira was rearmed. [1T] The 1st RTR Armored battalion and replacements arrived at Alexandria. The Indian 3rd Brigade returned from the Far East. The WDR was able to de-train supply at 30th Corps. [1SP] Coastal vessels unloaded cargo at Bardia and Sollum. [1SP] Trucks were used to move freight from Alexandria to Sollum. [2SP] Trucks moves supply to Mersa Matruh. [1T]

The French BFM battalion moves into Sidi Suleiman. New Zealand 2nd Division moved to Hafid Ridge. 1st Free French Brigade joined the 7th Armored Division. A squadron of Kittyhawks re-based to Qasaba. 

15th Panzer fueled and moved to Libyan Omar. 155th Artillery was ordered to fire on the 7th Armored. The British and French units were disorganized. British 30th Corps ordered a barrage against the 21st Panzer Division, which was also disorganized as a result. 

The transport aircraft at Crete refitted. Luftwaffe and Italian fighters at el Gubi, el Duda, DAK, and Gazala were rearmed. [1SP] 

The Littorio Division debarked at Tripoli as Italian Army reinforcements. 1st Special engineer regiment arrived at Bir Tengeder. Italian 501st Anti-Tank battalion was moved to Gazala via coastal shipping. German 612th Flak and supply arrived at Benghazi. [2T] 

Axis trucking moves supply from Benghazi to Gazala. [2SP1T] Three squadrons of Ju-52’s brought supply into DAK airbase. [3T] Twos squadrons of MC.202’s were ordered by 22nd Corps to strike the fighters at Baheira. After a brief encounter both sides aborted to base. A squadron of Bf-109’s attacked the fighters at Maktila. A squadron of Kittyhawks jumped the Messerschmitts, which subsequently desisted after taking heavy losses. 

21st Panzer ordered the 155th Artillery regiment to fire on the Australian 6th Division. The barrage had no effect.

8-11 February 1942 

A squadron of Kittyhawks that briefly engaged aircraft from Regia Aeronautica refitted at Baheira. [1T] 11th Hussars and KDG armored car battalions were rebuilt at 30th Corps. 

1st RTR armored battalion fueled and moved to Buqbuq. The WDR moved supply by rail to Ft. Capuzzo. [1SP] Coastal vessels moved cargo by seacoast to Bardia and Sollum. [1SP] Commonwealth trucks loaded supply at Alexandria. 11th Hussars fueled and rejoined the 7th Armored. KDG armored car fueled and joined the 1st RAF battalion on the south flank. 

A barrage from Commonwealth Artillery disorganized Marcks and 15th Panzer. 7th Armored followed up with an attack on KG Marcks. 15th Panzer repulsed the attack and the 7th Armored puled back. 

A squadron of Blenheims re-based from Alexandria to the airbase near Sidi Barrani.

Crete airbases refitted several squadrons of Ju-52’ transports. A squadron of Folgores was rearmed at Bir el Gubi and a squadron of MC.200’s was equipped at Gazala. [2T] 

Four thousand plus tons of Cargo was unloaded on the docks in Tripoli.  The Littorio divisional trucks arrived at the Marble Arches from Tripoli. 11th Tank battalion (Littorio) was shipped directly to Derna by means of coastal shipping vessels. German army replacements and supply was also moved by ship from Tripoli to Bomba and Gazala, respectively. 

Axis trucking moved supply from Benghazi to Gazala. [5SP] The German 612th Flak battalion fueled at Benghazi and drove to Bomba along the coastal road. Ju-52’s delivered supply to the DAK airbase. [3T] Trieste Division moved to the north of Baheira. 

Two squadrons of Italian fighters went out to engage the British fighters at Maktila. A squadron of Kittyhawks scrambled and met them in the air. After a short aerial battle, the British fighters aborted. 

A squadron of Ju-88’s joined with a squadron of Heinkel bombers to interdict the WDR. The mission avoided flak and successfully put the trains out of commission. 

21st Artillery regiment (Trieste) fired on the Czechs at Baheira. The barrage had no effect. Trieste Division went ahead with the attack. The Czechs put up a stalwart defense, as the Italian attack was thrown back. 

12-14 February 1942
Aircraft at Crete were readied for flight. Italian fighters were rearmed at Bir el Gubi and el Duda. [2T] 

German Army replacements sailed to Tripoli along with cargo for the DAK. [2SP1T] Supply was shipped to Benghazi and Derna. [1SP3T] The Littorio Divisional trucks moved from the Marble Arches to Benghazi. 12th Infantry regiment and 133rd Artillery (Littorio) arrived at the Marble Arches from Tripoli. Axis supply trucks arrived at El Mechili, with cargo from the Marble Arches. Ju-52’s flew supply to DAK airbase. [3T]

Axis truck convoys moved supply from the Marble Arches, Benghazi and DAL airbase to the Gazala dump. [3SP] 11th Tank (Littorio) fueled at Derna and advanced to road south of El Aden. Trieste Division advanced in a second attempt to subdue the Baheira airstrip. 

Ju-88’s and He-111’s from the Luftwaffe attempted to interdict the WDR railroad. The mission avoided flak, but failed to significantly damage the target.

The Commonwealth issued an artillery barrage against the KG Marcks and the 15th Panzer Division. The German KG was disorganized. The Littorio Divisional artillery was ordered to fire on the Czech battalion defending Baheira. As a result the Czechs became disorganized. The Italians followed up with an assault. The Kittyhawks escaped to Sidi Azeiz.

Fighters at Maktila were rearmed, as were the Blenheims at the Sidi Barrani airbase, and Kittyhawks at Sidi Azeiz. [3T] Indian 3rd Brigade was recalled to the Far East.

Supply was moved by rail to 30th Corps HQ. [1SP] Cargo shipped by coastal vessels debarked at Sollum and Bardia. [1SP] Trucks moved supply from Alexandria to Sollum. [2SP] 1st Armored Division moved from Sollum to face KG Bach and Marcks. 

The 21st Panzer responded with an artillery barrage. 1st Armored was disorganized. 

The 30th Corps HQ ordered a barrage of KG Marcks. 15th Panzer became disorganized as well. 1st Armored and 6th Australian Divisions attacked the 15th Panzer. 33rd Pioneer battalion was wrecked, and Marcks pulled back approximately 10 miles. Australian 6th Division captured Libyan Omar. 

Jock Campbell activated and fueled the 7th Armored Division. The 7th Division and the French Brigade moved to the outskirts of Bir Gibni to exploit the 15th Panzer. The 2nd MG battalion was eliminated in the battle, but the Commonwealth decided to pull back toward Gasr el Abid. Jock Campbell reported a smashing success.

To Lt. General Ritchie: From Lt. General Norrie, 30th Corps: Battle report for 13-14 February 1941. Sir, I have just confirmed a smashing success by General Campbell on the battlefield outside of Libyan Omar. We hit a German Panzer Division, the 15th rather hard with our artillery and had two divisions, 1st Armoured and 6th Australian, coordinate brilliantly to push the Panzers out of Libyan Omar. We subsequently captured the airstrip. General Campbell exploited our initial results with the 7th Armoured Division, and inflicted a serious blow on the 15th Panzer Division. All told, we think that we put at least two panzer battalions out of action, with insignificant losses to our own forces. End of transmission.

15-18 February 1942
Weather report for 15 February 1942: Severe weather is to be expected in and around the Benghazi area. The tracks and roads will likely turn to mud, resulting in a logistical nightmare. Also a weather disturbance is expected near Alexandria, causing similar conditions. 

The Crete airbases were busy readying the transports and tactical bombers for flight. A squadron of Bf-109’s was refitted at Bir el Gubi. [1T] 2nd MG battalion was rebuild at the DAK HQ. 

Supply was freely moved from Sicily to the facilities at Tripoli. [3SP] Supply was also moved from Tripoli to the Marble Arches by Axis trucks. [1SP] Coastal shipping vessels moved supply to Benghazi [1SP2T] and personnel replacements to Gazala. 

Supply was transferred from Benghazi to Gazala by Axis truck convoys. [2SP2T] Ju-52’s were used to move cargo from Crete to DAK airbase. [3T] 2nd MG battalion fueled and rejoined the 15th Panzer Division near Bir Gibni. 

Littorio divisional trucks moved to join the 11th Tank battalion outside of El Aden. Littorio 12th Infantry regiment and artillery fueled and moved to Benghazi. The heavy rains and mud hampered movement.  

Commonwealth artillery fires in response to the German forces. The 21st Panzer and KG Bach became disorganized. 

A squadron of Kittyhawks was received as reinforcements and stationed to patrol at Libyan Omar. 7th Armored Brigade was recalled to the Far East. The Royal armored car battalion was rebuilt at 30th Corps HQ.

WDR moved supply in for the 30th Corps at Ft. Capuzzo. [1SP] By means of Coastal shipping cargo was delivered to the ports at Sollum and Bardia. [1SP] Commonwealth truck convoys fought the heavy rains about Alexandria and delivered their freight to Sollum. [2SP1T] 

7th Armored Brigade was fueled and embarked at Sollum, to the Far East to fight against the Japanese forces. 1st RTR armored battalion fueled and joined the 7th Armored Division. 

The Royal Armored car battalion fueled and joined the Australian 6th Division. Australian 16th Brigade pulled out of the front line to receive replacements at 30th Corps. Personnel replacements arrived at Azzizaya. 

21st Panzer artillery fired on the Australians at Libyan Omar and disorganized them. British artillery was ordered to barrage Rommel’s 21st Panzer. Jock Campbell activated and the 7th Armored Division, 1st RTR Armored battalion, and French Infantry Brigade advance on the 15th Panzer.  After an initial artillery barrage that effected no damage, Campbell pressed on to strike the Panzers, which were cut off. The 11th Hussars were sacrificed, but Rommel decided to retreat and lost the 200th Pioneer battalion.   

19-21 February 1942
8th Armored Brigade (10th Armored Division) arrived at Alexandria as reinforcements. Personnel replacements also landed. The Australian 25th Brigade returned from service in the Near East. Australian 16th Brigade received replacements at 30th Corps. 

The WDR railroad moved supply to 30th Corps HQ. [1SP] Coastal shipping transferred supplies from Alexandria to Sollum and Bardia. [1SP] A convoy of Commonwealth trucks delivered cargo from Alexandria to Sollum. [2SP1T] 

Australian 6th Division was ordered to occupy the low hills that the 21st Panzer evacuated after last the battle on 18 February. 60th Field Artillery, 64th Med. Artillery, and the French BMF Battalion advanced to Sidi Omar to be in position to barrage the 15th Panzer is necessary.

A squadron of Blenheim Mk IV’s was sent to interdict in the rear area along the road between Benghazi and El Mechili. 7th Infantry Brigade pulled back to rejoin the 7th Armored Division at the outskirts of Bir Gibni. 

Rommel reacted to the 30th Corps moves by pulling the battered 21st Panzer back toward the road between Gabr Saleh and Sidi Azeiz. 155th Artillery executed a barrage against the 7th Armored Division, but the barrage had no effect on the troops. 

30th Corps ordered the artillery and brigade groups to barrage the 15th Panzer with KG Marcks. The 2-8 Panzer battalion was wrecked, but due to excellent battlefield recovery efforts it was quickly rebuilt at DAK HQ. 7th Armored proceeded with the attack against KG Marcks. The battle did not go as well as expected and the 1st Free French Brigade took heavy losses. Nevertheless, KG Marcks retreated. 

Campbell was able to get the 7th Armored Division moving, and the 1st Armored was released from reserve. Both armored divisions were fueled. Campbell ordered the attack against KG Bach and Rommel’s 21st Panzer. In the ensuing battle, Rommel lost the 8th MG battalion and beat a hasty retreat to the road between Sidi Azeiz and Gabr Saleh. 

8th MG (21st Panzer) was rebuilt at DAK HQ. Supply was from Sicily was loaded onto ships and sent across the Mediterranean where it was unloaded on the docks at Tripoli. [3SP] A squadron of Macchi Saettas was sent to engage the British aircraft that were interdicting near Bir en Naga. The Blenheims all escaped to safety.

Coastal shipping vessels transferred cargo from Tripoli to Benghazi. [1SP2T] Littorio Divisions fueled the 12th Infantry and divisional artillery at Benghazi and advanced the units to link with the rest of the division near el Aden. German personnel replacements embarked on coastal ships at Tripoli and debarked at Gazala.

8th MG left DAK HQ and moved to Bir Taiebel. 2-8th Panzer battalion fueled up at DAK and rejoined KG Marcks and the 15th Panzer. Axis trucks moved supply from Tripoli to the Marble Arches. Axis truck convoys also moved supply from Benghazi, El Mechili, and the DAK airbase, to Gazala dumps. [3SP3T]

Three squadrons of Ju-52’s landed at DAK to unload supplies. [3T] 1-18th Flak battalion moved to Bir Taiebel. A squadron of Italian Folgores was sent on a sweep mission against the British fighters at Maktila. The mission was a failure as all of the Italian fighters aborted. 21st Panzer replenished their internal supplies.

22-25 February 1942
All of the aircraft at Crete were refitted and rearmed. Regia Aeronautica crews rearmed the fighters at Gazala and El Mechili. [2T] The Italian Army received a personnel replacements unit at Sicily. 

German personnel replacements arrived at DAK HQ. A full supply of cargo was debarked at the port facilities in Tripoli. [3SP] 1-18th Flak battalion joined Rommel and KG Bach on the Sidi Azeiz-Gabr Saleh road. 8th MG battalion rejoined the 21st Panzer Division. Italian trucks moved a large quantity of supply from the Benghazi facilities to Gazala. [2SP2T] Ships transferred supply from Tripoli to Benghazi. [1SP2T] German equipment replacements were shipped from Tripoli to Gazala.

Ju-52’s landed supply from Crete at the DAK airbase. [3T] A squadron of Macchi 202’s was sent to put down the British fighters at Maktila. After an initial engagement, both sides aborted the mission. Ju-88’s and He-111’s were ordered to strike the trains of the WDR. The mission encounters flak but somehow managed to escape. The barrage, however, had no significant effect. 

The Trieste Division advanced through the canyon toward Bardia, and met the 65th Anti-tank battalion. Littorio Division moved forward along the Trigh Capuzzo near point 175. The 12 Tank battalion fueled and advanced to the outskirts of Sidi Azeiz. 

British artillery in Bardia were ordered by the 13th Corps to barrage the Italians who are set to attack the 65th AT battalion. This resulted in the disorganization of the Trieste Division. A squadron of Kittyhawks and a squadron of Hurricanes were ordered to sweep the Italian fighter group near Sidi Rezegh. The group of MC.200’s scrambled and met the Hurricanes first. After an aerial battle, both sides aborted. 

Two squadrons of Hurricane Mk II’s were sent to sweep the Axis fighters at Bir el Gubi. The first squadron of Hurricanes met Italian MC.202’s. Both sides aborted. A second squadron of Hurricanes tackled a squadron of Bf-109’s. This time the Hurricanes terminated the mission.

Aircraft were refitted and rearmed at Amseet, Sidi Azeiz, Ft. Capuzzo, Maktila, and Sidi Barrani. [1SP1T] 11th Hussars armored car battalion was rebuilt at 30th Corps HQ. Supply was transferred from Alexandria to the forward supply bases. WDR moved supply to 30th Corps HQ. [1SP] Ships unloaded cargo at Sidi Barrani, Bardia, and Sollum. [1SP] 

Australian 25th Brigade fueled and moved from Alexandria to Sollum. 8th Armored brigade fueled and moved from Alexandria to Galal Station. 1st Free French Brigade fueled and pulled back to Corps to receive replacements. Indian 9th Brigade advanced to assist the 65th Anti-tank against any Italian intentions near Bardia. 

New Zealand 2nd Division advanced to the plateau south of Sidi Azeiz. 2nd South African Division occupied Hafid Ridge. New Zealand 2nd reconnaissance battalion fueled and moved into position behind the 2nd New Zealand Division. 

General Maletti fueled his two battalions and retreated from what appeared to be an imminent attack by the 2nd New Zealand. 

New Zealand 2nd Division’s brigade groups fired on the Italian 11th Tank battalion. The barrage had no effect. 

26-28 February 1942
One squadron of Hurricanes were refitted at Ft. Capuzzo. The 1st Free French Infantry brigade accepted replacements at 30th Corps HQ. Replacements and equipment arrived and were unloaded at the facilities in Alexandria. The second RAF armored car battalion was recalled to the Near East. 

Supply was moved to forward dumps by means of rail and trucks. [3SP1T] Coastal ships debarked supply at Mersa Matruh, Sollum, and Bardia. [1SP] 2nd RAF battalion fueled and moved to Sollum, where it embarked on ships headed to Cyprus. 7th Infantry brigade fueled and left the 7th Armored division to receive replacements at 30th Corps. 11th Hussars fueled and rejoined 7th Armored Division. 1st Free French Infantry advanced to the low hills north of New Omar. 

8th Armored Brigade fueled at Mersa Matruh and advanced to Maktila. 1st Armored Division fueled up and made the trek up onto the plateau near where the Italian Ariete Division was bivouacked. 7th Armored fueled as well and moved into position to the north of 1st Armored.  British artillery and the French BFM battalion moved north of Sidi Omar. Australian 25th Brigade moved from Sollum to join the 7th Armored. 

The Ariete artillery fired on the 7th Armored Division. The British 1st RTR armored battalion was wrecked in the conflagration. The rest of the 7th Armored division was left in disarray. 

The 2nd New Zealand’s brigade groups fired on the 11th Tank battalion. This had no useful effect. The 2nd New Zealand called of the attack. Commonwealth artillery fired on the Ariete Division. The Italian Anti-Tank battalion was lost, while the rest of the Ariete became disorganized. 

Luftwaffe aircraft at Crete were reorganized for flight. Regia Aeronautica fighters at Bir el Gubi, Gazala, and Sidi Rezegh were rearmed. [3T] 200th Pioneer battalion was rebuilt at DAK HQ. 

The ports at Tripoli unloaded approximately 2,300 tons of cargo, and the Italian 350th Infantry regiment and replacements also disembarked.  

Italian trucks moved supply from Tripoli to the Marble Arches. [1SP] Cargo from Tripoli was shipped with coastal vessels to Benghazi. [1SP2T] Coastal vessels also moved supply to Gazala. [1T] Axis truck convoys delivered cargo from Benghazi to Gazala. [1SP1T] 

The Ariete Division fueled and pulled back to the south of Bir Bu Maliha. 200th Pioneer battalion fueled and linked up with the rest of the 21st Panzer. German personnel and equipment replacements arrived at the DAK HQ. Luftwaffe1-43rd Flak advanced to Knightsbridge on the Trigh Capuzzo. German 612th Flak battalion advanced to Aslog ridge. Littorio Division moved up to the base of the Capuzzo plateau. 11th Tank Battalion was fueled and pulled back with the rest of the division. Ju-52’s flew supply into the DAK airbase. [3T] 

The 22nd Corps ordered the 30th GAF Artillery Brigade to fire on the Australians in the Tobruk fortress. The Australians became disorganized.  

1-4 March 1942
7th Armored Brigade returned from the Far East. The unit disembarked at the port in Alexandria. The 7th Infantry Brigade received replacements at 30th Corps. Rail and coastal shipping, to 30th Corps, Sollum, Bardia, and Mersa Matruh moved supply forward. [2SP] Commonwealth trucking convoys unloaded supply and cargo at Sollum. [2SP1T] 

Personnel replacements arrived at Gasl Station. New Zealand 2nd Division pulled up to the edge of the Plateau on the Trigh Capuzzo, where the Littorio Division was encamped. 7th Infantry Brigade rejoined the 7th Armored Division. 

Two squadrons of Hurricanes were sent to sweep the Italian fighters at Sidi Rezegh. They were met in the air by a small group of MC.200’s. Both sides terminated without incident. 

1st South African Division moved up to join the 65th Anti Tank battalion, which was facing the Trieste Division. 

The Trieste Artillery Regiment was ordered to fire on the Commonwealth forces on the coastal Road. The South African 1st Division and 65th AT became disorganized.  The Littorio artillery fires on the Commonwealth units poised to attack. The barrage had no effect. 

Campbell ordered the brigade groups to barrage the Littorio Division. The barrage succeeded in disrupting the division and eliminating the weak artillery unit. 

Campbell activated and moved the 7th Armored off the slope adjacent to the south of the Littorio Division. 2nd New Zealand was released from reserve to attack as well. The Littorio Division was hit hard, and the 12th Infantry regiment was wrecked, while the tank battalion and divisional trucks retreated to Gasr el Arid. 

Supply stores at Tripoli were hit with attritional losses. [2T] The Luftwaffe ground crews refitted the Axis air units at the Crete airbases. The Italian fighters at Sidi Rezegh were rearmed. [1T] 33rd Pioneer battalion and the 3rd Reconnaissance battalion were rebuilt at DAK HQ.

Supply from Italy made its way across the Mediterranean to Tripoli. [3SP] The Luftwaffe1-33rd Flak battalion advanced to Sidi Rezegh. The German 612th Flak battalion pulled up to DAK HQ. Supply was shipped from Tripoli to Benghazi. [1SP] Italian personnel replacements were shipped to Gazala.

Three squadrons of Ju-52’s from Crete landed at DAK airbase with new supplies. [3T] Italian Aosta MG battalion advanced to Gasr el Arid to support the 11th Tank battalion (Littorio). A large convoy arrived at Benghazi enroute to Gazala. 

To CO’s of Regia Aeronautica and Luftwaffe, North Afrika: The Luftwaffe and Regia Aeronautica will commence with the mission to gain local air superiority, for the purpose of a limited offensive. This mission must be successful and begin immediately. -End transmission.

Three squadrons of fighters were sent to sweep the Ft. Capuzzo airstrip. A squadron of Hurricane Mk I’s was the first to scramble. The Friedrichs quickly engaged them and both sides eventually aborted. A squadron of Hurricane Mk II’s also joined in the battle and were confronted by a squadron of MC.202’s. After an aerial battle, both sides gave up and flew back to base.

Two squadrons of Italian fighters were ordered to strike the fighters at Amseet. There was a squadron of Kittyhawks that took to the air. The P-40’s were overwhelmed by the Italians and aborted to base. Three squadrons of Italian fighters were sent on a sweep mission against the British fighters based at Libyan Omar. A squadron of Kittyhawks met the Italians and engaged in combat. After a short battle, both sides terminated their missions. 

33rd Pioneer battalion fueled at DAK and rejoined the 15th Panzer. Rommel fueled the 21st Panzer Division. 3rd Reconnaissance battalion advanced to the east of Bir Bu Meliha where it can engage the British Armored division. General Maletti fueled the Ariete Division, which moved to the south of Rommel. KG Bach moved to cover Maletti’s right flank.

A squadron of Ju-88’s was sent to hip shoot the 7th Armored. The 7th Armored division became disorganized.  

General Campbell was able to get his bearing on the situation and refueled the 7th Armored Division and retreated to the plateau to his rear. Both Rommel and Maletti activated and moved the 21st Panzer and the Ariete divisions froward in pursuit of Campbell. Maletti moved the Ariete up onto the Plateau while Rommel took three leg units from the 21st to Maletti’s left. The rest of the panzers went with the Ariete. 

The 11th Hussars battalion was eliminated and the 7th Armored Division and 25th Australian Infantry retreated to Sidi Azeiz. The Ariete advanced into the Commonwealth position and took control of the area.

5-7 March 1942
The Axis successfully mined the Suez Canal. This wil greatly hinder reinforcements and supply for a few days. 

Four squadrons of British fighters were refitted at Ft. Capuzzo, Sidi Azeiz, Libyan Omar, and Amseet. [1SP] Personnel replacements were made available but will be unable to land in Alexandria at this time.  

From General Auchinleck C-in-C to General Moreshead, HQ Tobruk: Churchill has requested the immediate release of the 11th Indian Infantry Brigade for duty in the Far East. Please embark them in port Tobruk on 5 March. End of transmitted message.

Australian 24th Brigade was assigned to the hedgehog positions vacated by the 11th Indian Brigade. 11th Indian Brigade was loaded on ships that set sail for the Far East, where they will meet the Japanese.

New Zealand 2nd Division moved to cut off Ariete Division’s advance on the beleaguered 7th Armored, which is still licking its wounds. 

New Zealand 2nd Divisional brigade groups fired on the 21st Panzer’s armored and mechanized units. This resulted in the disruption of the German units. The attack was a miserable failure, which resulted in the loss of the 12th Lancers. The panzers retreated, though.

Aircraft at the Crete airbases were refitted and made operational. The airstrips throughout the region were under intense strain to refit all of the used aircraft. A squadron of Bf-109’s was rearmed at Baheira. A squadron of MC.200’s was repaired at Sidi Rezegh. MC.202 Folgores were restored at Bir El Gubi. A squadron of MC.202’s was refitted at Gazala, and twos squadrons of Italian fighters were rearmed at DAK base. [1SP1T] There wasn’t enough time or resources to refit all of the aircraft.

Supply from Sicily arrived at Tripoli and was unloaded. [3SP] Luftwaffe 1-43rd Flak battalion advanced down the Via Balbia to Rommel’s left flank. The German 612th Flak battalion moved forward to Bir Taiebel. Cargo from Tripoli was loaded onto coastal vessel and delivered and unloaded at Benghazi. [1SP2T] 

Loaded trucks from Benghazi arrived at Gazala and unloaded their cargo. [4SP2T] Ju-52’s transferred cargo from Crete to DAK airbase. [3T] Italian personnel replacements advanced to Bir el Harmat. 

8-11 March 1942
Italian 202nd Bersaglieri company stumbled upon an abandoned supply dump. [2T]

A squadron of Hurricane MkII’s was overhauled at Ft. Capuzzo. [1T] 12th Field Artillery battalion arrived at the docks in Alexandria West on 8 March. A wrecked Australian 18th Brigade returned from the Near East. It was rebuilt at 30th Corps HQ in Ft. Capuzzo.

The Western Desert RR delivered 1,500 tons of freight to Ft. Capuzzo. Coastal vessels moved supply to Bardia and Sollum. [1SP] Personnel replacements camped at Sollum moved to 30th Corps. 

Commonwealth trucks transported supply from Alexandria to Sollum. [1SP1T] 7th Armored Brigade moved from Alexandria to Fuka. 18th Australian Brigade joined the 25th Brigade at Sidi Azeiz. 

30th Corps ordered 2nd New Zealand’s brigade groups to barrage the Ariete Division. The Italians became disorganized. 

1st Armored and 2nd New Zealand followed up with a heavy attack against the Italian Tank Division. The Commonwealth attackers gained tactical surprise and both the 7th Med. battalion and 1st Light Mechanized battalion were wrecked. Ariete retreated all the way to Bir Bu Meliha. 

A squadron of MC.202’s at Gazala was overhauled. [1T] A squadron of Bf-109’s was rearmed at Bir el Gubi airstrip. [1T] Transports at Crete airbases were refueled. 

Supply from Sicily was shipped to Tripoli and unloaded at the port facilities. [3SP] Italian personnel replacements arrived at DAK HQ. The German 612th Flak battalion occupied Gabr Saleh. Italian Trucks transported supply from Benghazi to Gazala. [1SP] Coastal shipping vessels moved supply from Tripoli to Benghazi and Gazala. [1SP3T]

Two squadrons of Messerschmitts were sent to sweep the fighter-bombers at Libyan Omar. A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks took to the air to engage them. The British fighters aborted after sustaining heavy losses in the aerial battle. 

Axis trucks convoyed supply from Benghazi to the Gazala stockyards. [2SP] German trucks traveled to Tripoli and loaded supply. [2SP3T] Ju-52’s flew in supply to DAK airbase. [3T]

Two squadrons of Italian fighters took off from their airstrips on a sweep mission against the British fighters at Sidi Azeiz. The Hurricane MkI’s scrambled and engaged the MC.202’s. The British pilots aborted after taking heavy losses. The Italians returned to base with victory in hand.

12-14 March 1942
From General Auchinleck Commander-in-Chief Middle East to Lt. General Ritchie, 8th Army, Lt. General Norrie, 30th Corps, Lt. General Godwin-Austen 13th Corps: Gentlemen, we have received orders from the highest levels that are demanding that the Australian units be released and sent to the Pacific Theater and return to defend their homeland against the Japanese aggressors in the Pacific Theater. The Australian 9th Division will remain in Tobruk. The 6th Australian Division is to be returned to embark no later than 22 March. 7th Australina Division, 18th and 25th Brigades must embark by the 23rd. –End of transmission.

Transmission from HQ Tobruk, Major General Leslie Moreshead, CO. to General Auchinlek, C-in-C, Middle East: “There’ll be no Dunkirk here! If we should have to get out, we shall have to fight our way out! No surrender and no retreat.’

The Hurricanes MkI’s at Sidi Azeiz and Ft. Capuzzo were repaired and refitted for action. [2T] A squadron of Kittyhawks at Libyan Omar was repaired and rearmed. [1T]

151st Infantry Brigade debarked at Alexandria, returning from the Far East. WDR railed supply to ft. Capuzzo. [1SP] Coastal Shipping moved cargo to the ports at Bardia and Sollum. [1SP] 

12th Field artillery fueled and advanced from Alexandria to Mersa Matruh. 7th Armored Brigade fueled at Mersa Matruh and moved to Azzizaya. 8th Armored Brigade (10th Armored Div.) fueled at Sidi Barrani and joined the 1st Armored Division on the south side of the Capuzzo Plateau. 

Australian 25th Brigade arrived at Bardia and was withdrawn to the Far Eastern Theater. Equipment replacements at Sidi Barrani fueled and arrived at 30th Corps. A mission of four bombers from Alexandria was sent to bombard the aircraft at Bir el Gubi. The tactical bombers successfully evaded flak, but failed to locate the target aircraft. 

Personnel replacements arrived at Azzizaya. Three squadrons of tactical bombers were sent to strafe the Luftwaffe fighters at Baheira. The mission encountered flak, but none of the bombers were seriously damaged. This barrage also had no effect.

Axis Turn

Three squadrons of Ju-52’s were reloaded and refueled at the Crete airbases. A squadron of MC.202’s was refitted at Bir El Gubi. A squadron of Bf-109’s was rearmed at Baheira, and a squadron of MC.200’s was rearmed at Sidi Rezegh. [3T] There were not enough resources available to repair the Bf-109’s at Bir el Gubi. 

Supply from Sicily arrived and was unloaded at the Tripoli facilities. [3SP] Freighters transferred cargo from Tripoli to Benghazi. [1SP2T] Supply was also moved to Gazala. [1T] Italian trucks from Benghazi transferred supply to Gazala. [2SP] 

Italian 11th Battalion fueled and joined the rest of the Trieste Division on the Via Balbia to the west of Bardia. General Rommel moved the 104th Regiments, 200th Pioneer battalion, and 8th MG battalion to the road below Capuzzo plateau, with the rest of the 21st Panzer. 155th Artillery also moved to rejoin the 21st Panzer. 

61st Bersaglieri fueled and moved to Bir el Gubi. Two squadrons of Italian fighters were sent to sweep the British aircraft at Amseet. A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks engaged them near the airstrip. After both sides took losses, all of the fighters terminated the mission and returned to base.

Both Rommel and Marcks fueled and moved the 21st and 15th Panzer divisions ahead. The 155th Artillery was ordered to barrage the 1st Armored. The British forces became disorganized. Rommel followed up with an all out assault on the 1st Armored. Although the defenders gained tactical surprise, the 22nd Armored Brigade took heavy losses. Rommel ordered the 21st Panzer to retreat in order to reduce casualties. 

Marcks pushed 15th Panzer on to attack the British battalion at Libyan Omar. The Royal armored car battalion was obliterated in the battle.

15-18 March 1942
Aircraft at the Alexandria airbases were refitted for future operations. The squadron of Kittyhawks at Amseet were repaired and readied for action. 11th Hussars battalion was rebuilt at 30th Corps. [1T] WDR railed supply to Ft. Capuzzo. [1SP] 151st Infantry Brigade debarked at Sollum by coastal shipping. Returning from deployment in the Far East, 150th Brigade debarked at Alexandria. 

Commonwealth trucks were sent to load cargo at Suez. [2SP] They arrived back at Alexandria and continued to Fuka, enroute to Sollum. Trucks also went to Port Said to load supply. [1T] Indian 10th Brigade moved to garrison Sidi Azeiz, while the Australian 18th Brigade pulled out to embark on ships docked at Bardia. This brigade is headed to the Far East. 

11th Hussars fueled and moved forward to join the rest of the 7th Armored Division. 9th Indian Brigade and 65th Anti-tank battalion pulled back into the hedgehog positions to the north of Bardia. South African 1st Division retreated to the hedgehog defensive positions to the south of Bardia. 7th Armored Brigade fueled and rejoined the 7th Armored Division on the Capuzzo plateau.

A squadron of MC.202’s from Gazala was sent to strike the Kittyhawks at Libyan Omar. The British aircraft were decimated in the aerial battle, and the Folgores returned home victorious.  

Ju-52’s at Crete were refueled and loaded for another mission. Four airstrips refitted fighter aircraft for Regia Aeronautica and the Luftwaffe. [1SP] Two partial squadrons of MC.202’s were combined at Gazala. Two partial squadrons of CR.42’s were combined at Martuba. Supply from Sicily was shipped across the Mediterranean Sea and unloaded at Tripoli. [3SP] Supply from Tripoli was moved with trucks to the Gazala dumps. [3SP3T]

Coastal vessels moved supply from Tripoli to Benghazi and Gazala. [1SP3T] Trucks from Benghazi moved supply to Gazala. [1SP] Ju-52’s landed at DAK airbase with supply. [3T] 

Three squadrons of fighters were sent to hit the King’s Cross airbase. A squadron of Hurricanes engaged the Bf-109’s. All of the Hurricane MkI’s aborted before taking any losses. The Messerschmitts faced a second squadron made up of Kittyhawks. All of the Kittyhawks were shot down in the battle. The Axis fighters returned to their respective bases.

The British airforce sent a mission of four tactical bombers to strike the Baheira airstrip in hopes of damaging the Messerschmitts on the ground. Evading flak the mission got through safely, and struck the airstrip. The barrage had negligible effect on the enemy aircraft.

A squadron of Bristol Beaufighters was sent on an interdiction mission in the area where 21st Panzer was operating. A second squadron of Blenheim MkIV’s was sent to interdict the area of operations of the 15th Panzer Division. The Blenheims encountered flak, but continued the mission. 

A squadron of MC.202’s was sent to attack the Beaufighters at the Capuzzo Plateau. As a result of contact, the British tactical interdictors were forced to abort. They took no losses, though. A squadron of CR.42 biplanes was sent to engage the Blenheims that were harassing 15th Panzer. The Blenheims quickly fled without losses. 

Rommel fueled the 21st Panzer and moved them forward onto the Capuzzo plateau to meet the 1st Armored Division again. KG Marcks fueled up the 15th Panzer, which rolled into abandoned Libyan Omar. 

155th Artillery regiment issued fire on the 1st Armored Division. The barrage had no effect. KG Marcks and the 15th Panzer attacked the French marine battalion outside of Libyan Omar. The BFM Marine battalion was destroyed and the 15th Panzer pulled back to conserve losses.

19-21 March 1942
Weather Division: Meteorology Report: Strong winds are expected to sweep across the North African Desert From El Geila to Mersa Matruh and also Cairo and Port Said. Severe sandstorms are to be expected. Good Luck. –end of transmission

Crete airbases refitted the Ju-52 transports. One squadron of MC.202’s was refueled at Gazala. [1T] Messerschmitt fighters at Bir el Gubi were readied. [1T] A squadron of MC.200 Saettas was rearmed at Sidi Rezegh. [1T] Bf-109’s were refitted at Baheira. [1T] A squadron of Fiat CR.42’s was rearmed at DAK airbase. [1T]

Supply ships from Italy arrives in port at Tripoli and the freight was unloaded. [3SP] The Italian 350th Infantry regiment arrived at the Marble Arches from Tripoli. Axis trucks from Benghazi traversed the sandstorms and arrived at Gazala with supply. [1SP2T] Despite the weather conditions, German truck convoys moved supply from the DAK airbase to Gazala. [1SP] 

Supply ships loaded cargo at Tripoli and delivered it to ports at Benghazi and Gazala. [1SP3T] Supply trucks from Tripoli moved cargo to the Marble Arches stockyard. [1SP]

The tactical bombers at the Alexandria airbases were rearmed. A squadron of Hurricane MkI’s at King’s Cross was refueled. [1T] A squadron of Douglas DB-7’s was received as reinforcements at the Alexandria bases.

British 150th Infantry Brigade embarked on ships at Alexandria and unloaded at Sollum. The 69th Infantry Brigade, the Indian Skinner battalion and trucks [2T] arrived at Alexandria. 

151st Brigade moved to position west of point 206. 16th Brigade moved to the low hills north of Libyan Omar. The Australian 6th Division pulled out and headed to Sollum where it will embark on ships headed to the Far East. Due to the severe weather, the Australian 6th was not able to get to the port in Sollum at this point in time.  

Commonwealth supply trucks weathered the sandstorms and delivered cargo to Sollum. [2SP1T] 64th Med. Artillery battalion pulled back to join the 151st Infantry Brigade on the road between Libyan Omar and Ft. Capuzzo.

22-25 March 1942
A squadron of MC.202’s at Gazala was repaired and made ready for action. [1T] Supply ships from Sicily delivered cargo to Tripoli. [3SP] 

Coastal ships transferred supply from Tripoli to Benghazi and Gazala. [1SP3T] Ju-52’s landed at DAK to unload cargo. [3T] Italian 350th Infantry Regiment moved from the Marble Arches through El Agheila. 

Axis trucking convoys moved supply from the Tripoli stocks to the Marble Arches. [2SP] 21st Panzer fueled and pulled back off from the Capuzzo plateau. Two squadrons of MC.202’s were ordered to engage the British aircraft at King’s Cross. After the initial engagement, both sides aborted their missions. 

Truck convoys moved supply from Benghazi to Gazala. [2SP2T] Trucks move supply from DAK airbase to Gazala. [2SP] Two Squadrons of Bf-109’s attacked the Hurricanes stationed at Sidi Azeiz. The British aircraft aborted without loss. 

New Zealand 2nd Division was released from Reserve and moved to the edge of the plateau in from of the 21st Panzer. A force consisting of four tactical bomber squadrons was sent to barrage the Baheira aircraft. The attack had no effect. A second mission was sent to strike the aircraft at Bir el Gubi. They also evade flak and found their target. The air strike failed to damage the Messerschmitts.

Rommel moved the 21st panzer to outflank the New Zealanders. 155th Artillery Regiment was ordered to launch a barrage against the 8th Armored Brigade. The British forces became disorganized while under fire. Rommel ordered the 21st Panzer to attack. In the conflagration, the British 22nd Armored Brigade was wrecked, and the 21st Panzer pulled back off from the plateau to conserve losses.

All of the aircraft at the Alexandria airbases were rearmed. A squadron of Hurricanes at King’s Cross was refueled. [1T] A squadron of Hurricanes at Ft. Capuzzo was also refitted. [1T] 

The Indian 3rd Infantry Brigade was recalled to the Near East for deployment in Palestine.  The Yugoslavian Guards battalion arrived at Alexandria and debarked. Supply was moved to Ft. Capuzzo by railcar. [1SP] 69th Brigade embarked on coastal ships at Alexandria and moved to Sollum. 

Commonwealth Trucks delivered supply from Alexandria to Sollum. [2T] Trucks picked up supply at Suez. [2SP] Skinner armored car battalion fueled and moved to Azzizaya. 150th Brigade moved to join the 151st Brigade near point 206. The Australian 6th Division pulled out to Sollum, where they embarked on ships headed for the South Seas. 

The 2nd New Zealand units pulled back where they joined the 1st Armored Division. A mission of tactical bombers was sent to strike the Luftwaffe fighters at the airstrip at Baheira. It was hoped that they would catch the fighters on the ground. The mission found the target and evaded flak, yet failed to damage the aircraft. 

During exploitation, another mission was sent to strike the fighters at Baheira. They also found the target and managed to escape flak damage. The air strike was a perfect success, and an estimated 20 aircraft were destroyed. 

26-28 March 1942
Eight squadrons of tactical bombers were rearmed at the Alexandria bases.  A squadron of Baltimore MkV’s was received as reinforcements at Alexandria. The 69th Infantry Brigade (50th Division) was recalled to the Near East.

The WDR moved supply to Ft. Capuzzo. [1SP] Coastal vessels unloaded supply at Bardia and Sollum. [1SP] Personnel replacements arrived at Sollum. The Yugoslavian Guards Battalion arrived at El Alamein. Skinners armored car battalion fueled and moved to the plateau east of Bir Sheferzan. 

Commonwealth truck convoys from Suez, delivered supply to Sollum. [2SP] A mission of tactical bombers from Alexandria was sent to strike the Luftwaffe units at Baheira. The mission evaded flak but failed to destroy any aircraft. A second mission of bombers was sent to strike the Bir el Gubi airbase. This mission also evaded flak and hit the target. All of the Bf-109’s were destroyed.

Jock Campbell fueled up the 7th Armored and moved them forward to the edge of the plateau. There they planned to attack the 21st Panzer from the high ground. The Brigade groups assembled and fired a barrage. The Panzers became disorganized. In the ensuing battle the Germans lost the 200th Pioneer battalion. Campbell’s force subsequently retreated to avoid losses.

A squadron of Bf-109’s was rearmed at Baheira. [1T] A squadron of MC.202’s was refitted at Gazala. [1T] Supply and German and Italian replacements were unloaded at Tripoli. [2SP]

Coastal ships loaded cargo at Tripoli and delivered it to the port facilities in Benghazi and Gazala. [1SP3T] Trucks moved supply from DAK airbase and Benghazi to Gazala. [3SP1T]

The d’Maneuvre artillery and the German 2-115th artillery fueled and joined KG Marcks. 61st Bersaglieri MC Reconnaissance Company fueled and moved to Bir Sheferzan. Ju-52’s landed at DAK with supply. [3T]   

Two squadrons of Hurricanes from Ft. Capuzzo were sent to sweep the Baheira airstrip. There they encountered a squadron of Bf-109’s. After a brief exchange, the Messerschmitts aborted.

KG Marcks fueled the 15th Panzer Division and artillery and moved up to Bir Sheferzan. Next, the Commonwealth units were hit with an artillery barrage, which disorganized them. Then Marcks attacked. The Indian Skinner battalion was wrecked and Marcks pulled the 15th Panzer back to cut losses.

29-31 March 1942
Transports at Crete were refitted. A squadron of MC.202’s at Gazala was refueled. [1T] Bf-109’s at Baheira were rearmed. [1T] 

Italian 7th Speciale Engineers Regiment came across the Mediterranean to Tripoli with Ariete 10th Tank Battalion, Luftwaffe 2-25th Flak battalion and replacements. Italian truck convoys unloaded supply from Tripoli at the Marble Arches. Then returned to Tripoli and loaded. 

350th Infantry Regiment arrived at Agedabia. Coastal vessels carried Italian replacements to Derna and Bomba, and German personnel to Gazala. Axis truck convoys moved supply from DAK and Benghazi to Gazala. [2SP2T]

Luftwaffe 1-43rd Flak advanced onto the Capuzzo plateau to spot the 7th Armored. A squadron of MC.202’s was re-based from Gazala to Bir el Gubi. 

Rommel must not have been feeling well because he was unable to activate the 21st Panzer. KG Marcks was released from reserve and fueled the 15th Panzer Division, which advanced to Bir Sheferzan in order to attack the beleaguered Commonwealth units. Both the KDG armored car battalion and the 1st RAF armored car company were wrecked.

A squadron of Hurricane MkII’s was refueled at Ft. Capuzzo. The tactical bombers at the Alexandria bases were refitted. Two personnel replacements companies arived and debarked at Alexandria. Australian 9th Divisional trucks were recalled for redeployment to the Near East.

13th Corps HQ fueled and pulled back to the low hills near Bir Enba. The LRDG battalion also pulled back with the 13th Corps. 16th Infantry Brigade fueled and moved to El Hamra. 1st Free French brigade fueled and pulled back to Sofafi. 7th Med. And 68th Med. Artillery fueled and pulled out of Bardia and occupied Bir Enba. 

104th Artillery battalion moved into Bardia. South African 1st Division fueled and moved from Bardia hedgehogs to the low hills below Buqbuq. Indian 10th Brigade moved back into the Bardia Hedgehogs. 

South African 2nd Division fueled and retreated to a new position to the west of Buqbuq, on the Via Balbia. 151st Brigade moved to Halfaya Pass. 150th moved to the Via Balbia to the east of Halfaya. 11th Royal Marine moved back to the northwest of Sidi el Augeam. 64th Med. artillery moved back to the Via Balbia, behind the escarpment near Halfway House. 

Several Personnel replacement companies were ordered from Sollum to Azzizaya. 7th Armored Division fueled and pulled away from the Capuzzo plateau and occupied the open desert behind El Hamra. New Zealand 2nd Division fueled and retreated to its new position at Sidi el Sabil.

1st Armored division fueled and pulled away from the Capuzzo plateau to the canyon near Picadilly Circus. 8th Armored Brigade fueled and joined the 1st Armored. The WDR entrained and moved supply from Ft. Capuzzo to Mersa Matruh. [1SP]

Commonwealth trucks pulled supply from Ft. Capuzzo to Sidi Barrani. [2SP] 30th Corps HQ fueled and pulled back to Sidi Barrani. Supply from Ft. Capuzzo was moved by truck into Sollum.

Coastal Shipping moved supply to Bardia and Sollum. A squadron of Hurricane MkII’s re-based from Ft. Capuzzo to Bir Enba. Two Squadrons of Hurricanes were ordered to strike the Luftwaffe at Baheira. The British fighters encountered a squadron of Messerschmitts. Both sides aborted without losses.

…..to be continued

DAK2 Campaign Part 4 

1-4 April 1942
To Lt. General Godwin-Austen, 13th Corps: From Long Range Desert Group: We have completed a clandestine mission against an Axis Airbase in the El Mechili Gadd el Ahmar area. On the night of 1 April, we found it lightly garrisoned and were able to destroy a number of Italian aircraft.  Our initial assessment indicates 21 CR-42’s destroyed beyond repair, as were 22 G.50’s, and 18 Br.20 tactical bombers. A rather successful mission I might say. –Major Ralph Bagnold, LRDG- end of transmission.

A group of Hurricane fighters at Egyptian Desert Airbase rearmed for patrol. [1T] A squadron of Hurricanes at Sidi Barrani refitted. [1T] A third squadron of Hurricanes at Sollum, refitted. [1T] 

Western Desert Railroad moved supply from Alexandria to 13th Corps HQ. [1SP] Yugoslavian Guards Infantry battalion arrives at Mersa Matruh. Coastal vessels shipped supply from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani, Sollum, and Bardia. Trucks moved supply forward from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] Trucks were sent to Suez to load cargo. [1SP3T]

16th Infantry Brigade began laying mines at el Hamra. 1st Free French Brigade began laying mines at Sofafi. 

Two squadrons of Blenheim MkIV’s were sent on a mission to interdict near Bir el Chreigat. A third squadron of Blenheims was sent to interdict to the west of Bir el Chreigat. A squadron of Beaufighters was sent to interdict at the crossroads to the southeast of these missions.

A squadron of Bf-109’s refitted at Baheira airstrip. [1T] Aircraft at Crete airbases were refueled. 200th Infantry Regiment (90th Leicht) was built at DAK HQ. A squadron of Bf-110’s was sent as Luftwaffe reinforcements and assigned to Gambut airstrip. 7th Med. Tank battalion (Ariete) was rebuilt at Derna. 

Quartermaster General report: To General Rommel, DAK HQ: We are expecting to increase your supplies as of 1 April. It is estimated that with our current transport assets, we can ship 18,000 tons of supply to Tripoli each week. Just over 6,000 tons shipped on 1 April, along with troop reinforcements and personnel and equipment replacement. -End Transmission

Italian personnel and equipment replacements were shipped from Tripoli to Derna. The Luftwaffe 2-25 Flak battalion was shipped to Bomba by coastal vessels, and the 10th Tank battalion (Ariete) debarked at Gazala.   

7th Med. Tank at Derna fueled and moved forward along the coastal road to el Duda, Sidi Rezegh. Supply was flown into the DAK base by Ju-52 transports. [3T] Trucks delivered supply to Gazala. [1SP1T] The 1-43rd Flak battalion captured Sidi Azeiz. Treiste Division captured Menastir. 612th Flak battalion advanced to Gasr el Arid. KG Bach advanced to the road connecting Sidi Azeiz and Libyan Omar. 12-300th Oasis company moved to Bir el Gubi. 

5-7 April 1942
Luftwaffe transport aircraft at the Crete airbases were refueled. The 9th Med. Tank battalion was rebuilt at Derna. 

Supply from Italy was transported across the Mediterranean an unloaded at Tripoli. [6SP] KG Bach took up position at point 206. 612th Flak moved to Hafid Ridge. 288th Sondervonland battalion advanced to Sidi Azeiz. 

The Ariete Division fueled and advanced to Gasr el Abid. Raggruppamento RECAM moved to Libyan Omar, with part of the Ariete. KG Wechmar and the 617th Flak moved across the Egyptian border along the Trigh el Abd. Rommel and the 21st Panzer fueled and moved into Egypt on the Trigh el Abd. A squadron of MC.200’s re-based to Sidi Azeiz. 

12-300th Oasis Company advanced to Gabr Saleh. Ju-52 Transports delivered supply to DAK airbase. [3T] 10th Tank Battalion (Ariete) rejoined the division on the Egyptian border. 9th Med. Tank (Ariete) fueled and moved from Derna to Taiebel. 200th Infantry Regiment left DAK HQ and arrived at El Aden. 

Coastal vessels transported 8th Bersaglieri armored car battalion to Gazala, and the Nizza armored car battalion to Bomba. Also Italian personnel replacements and supply was shipped to Derna.

All of the Commonwealth interdictors returned safely to base. The tactical bombers at the Alexandria airbases were rearmed. 

A squadron of Beaufighters was ordered to interdict along the Trigh el Abd near the 16th Brigade. 150th Infantry Brigade moved to Buqbuq. 11th Marine battalion was moved to the track between Buqbuq and Sidi Sabil. 

The WDR delivered supply to 13th Corps HQ. [1SP] Commonwealth trucks moved supply from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] Coastal vessels moved supply from Port Said to Sidi Barrani, Tobruk, Sollum and Bardia. [1SP] Commonwealth trucks loaded with supply from the Delta arrived and unloaded the freight at Sidi Barrani. [1SP3T] 

New Zealand 2nd Division began laying mines in Sidi el Sabil. 7th Infantry Brigade moved to the south of El Hamra. South African 5th Brigade moved to the south of Sidi Sammalus.

8-11 AprIl 1942
Weather Report: The Department of Meteorology is predicting strong winds with resulting sandstorms in coastal Egypt near Alexandria. Expect travel to be difficult and a slow process. -End of Transmission.

The Ju-52 transports were readied for flight at the Crete airbases. Littorio 12th Infantry regiment was rebuilt at DAK HQ. 200th Pioneer battalion (21st Panzer) was also rebuilt at DAK. 

Supply and German replacements and equipment was shipped across the Mediterranean from Sicily. [5SP1T] Italian personnel replacements arrived at DAK HQ. Coastal vessels moved supply to Benghazi, Derna and Appollonia. [2SP1T] Italian personnel arrived by coastal shipping at Gazala and Bomba.

8th Bersaglieri fueled up at Gazala and joined the Trieste Division. 9th Med. Tank Battalion fueled and linked up the Raggruppamento RECAM. 200th Pioneer battalion moved to Bir Taiebel Esem. The Ariete and 21st Panzer divisional trucks rejoined their respective divisions. 

Ju-52 transports delivered supply to the DAK base. [3T] Italian 30th GAF artillery Brigade moved to el Duda. 10th Corps artillery pulled ahead to el Mrassus. 24th Corps artillery moved to Rigel Ridge. The Nizza armored car battalion fueled and joined the Ariete Division. Luftwaffe 2-25th Flak battalion fueled at Bomba and moved along the Trigh el Abd and crosses the Egyptian border. 

RECAM HQ arrived at the Marble Arches. A Squadron of CR-42’s re-based to Gasr el Arid. 

The Beaufighter squadron returned from its interdiction mission and the squadron refitted at its base in Alexandria. The WDR railed supply into the 13th Corps HQ. [1SP] Coastal shipping vessels moved supply into Bardia, Sollum, and Sidi Barrani. [1SP] Commonwealth trucks moved cargo from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani. The severe sandstorms greatly inhibited their efficiency. [2SP] 

7th Brigade began constructing a minefield on the southern flank. 5th South African Brigade began constructing a minefield south of Sidi Sammalus. 16th Brigade, 1st Free French brigade and 5th New Zealand Brigade pulled back behind the newly constructed minefields.

12-14 April 1942
A squadron of Hurricane MkII’s was released as reinforcements. It was stationed at Buqbuq. The Yugoslavian Guards battalion arrived at Sidi Barrani. The LRDG battalion moved through Picadilly Circus and linked up with the 1st Armored Division. 

The WDR railed supply to the 13th Corps HQ. [1SP] Coastal shipping vessels delivered supply to Tobruk, Bardia, and Sidi Barrani. [1SP] Commonwealth truck convoys moved cargo from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani. [2SP] 

Twos squadrons of Blenheim MkIV’s and a squadron of Beaufighters were sent to interdict the Trigh el Abd near El Brug. Commonwealth truck convoys from the Delta arrived at Sidi Barrani with supply. [3T] 1st South African Division and 7th Brigade completed laying their minefields. 

The Crete airbases refitted the Ju-52 transports. Italian personnel reinforcements and equipment debarked at Tripoli. Freighters also moved supply across the Mediterranean and unloaded at Tripoli. [5SP1T] 

The CAM HQ fueled at the Marble Arches and advanced along the Via Balbia to Ghemines. Coastal vessels moved supply to Benghazi and Derna. [1SP3T] Also German personnel replacements debarked at Gazala and Bomba. New equipment was unloaded at Derna. 

Ju-52’s landed at DAK with supply. [3T] A squadron of MC.202’s based at Gazala was ordered to sweep the King’s Cross airbase. A squadron of Hurricane’s was on hand to engage them in an aerial battle. The Italian pilots called off the mission. Two Luftwaffe squadrons of Messerschmitts were called in to hit the King’s Cross airbase, a second time. The Bf-109’s engaged the Hurricanes. The Hurricanes were forced to abort. 

90th Leicht moved to the primary road leading into Tobruk. The Littorio Division moved to El Duda. A squadron of Ju-87’s was called upon to barrage the New Zealand 6th brigade in defensive positions in the Tobruk perimeter. The Commonwealth Infantry brigade became disorganized as a result. 

KG 3rd Aufklarung and Raggruppamento Bignami attacked the 6th New Zealand. The New Zealanders had tactical surprise but still took heavy losses and retreated to Tobruk. The Italian and German forces occupied the defensive positions.

The Italian 5th Army artillery was released from reserve and barraged the King’s Cross garrison. The Indian 7th Brigade became disorganized. 90th Leicht and Bignami attacked the Indian brigade in its defensive positions. The Indian 7th Infantry took substantial losses and retreated to the coast. The 900th Pioneers battalion was wrecked as well, but the 90th Leicht captured King’s Cross and the airbase. The Hurricane squadron was able to get into the air and re-based to the T.2 airstrip.

15-18 AprIl 1942 

The interdicting bombers along the Egyptian bordere returned to the Alexandria airbases and were refitted. A squadron of Hurricanes refueled at the T.2 airstrip at Tobruk. [1T] New Zealand 5th Brigade received replacements at Tobruk.

Three squadrons of bombers were sent out to resume their interdiction mission along the Trigh el Abd on the Libyan Egyptian border.  

Personnel replacements were moved into Tobruk with coastal shipping vessels. Supply was shipped from the Delta to Sidi Barrani and Bardia. [2T] The WDR delivered goods to 13th Corps HQ. [1SP] Commonwealth truck convoys moved cargo from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani. [1SP2T] 

The transport aircraft at Crete were refitted. Ju-87’s were rearmed at Bomba. [1T] A squadron of MC.202’s was refueled at Gazala. A squadron of Bf-109’s and a squadron of Bf-110’s were refitted at Baheira and Sidi Azeiz. [3T] The Italian 4th San Marco Marine battalion was rebuilt at DAK HQ. 

Supply from mainland Italy was unloaded at the docks of Tripoli. [6SP] Coastal-shipping vessels shipped cargo to Benghazi, Derna, and Appollonia. [2SP] Italian personnel replacements were shipped to Gazala and Bomba. Equipment was unloaded at Derna.

CAM HQ fueled at Benghazi and traveled to Zian Neian. Ju-52’s landed with cargo at DAK airbase. [3T] Axis trucks delivered supply to Gazala. [2SP3T] Axis truck convoys delivered supply from Tripoli to the Marble Arches. 4th San Marco moved to the Trigh el Capuzzo.

Two squadrons of Italian Macchi’s attacked the T2 airstrip outside of Tobruk. The Hurricanes scrambled and met the Folgores first. Both sides quickly aborted avoiding losses. 

A squadron of Stukas was sent to barrage the Indian 7th Brigade in Fort Pilastrino. The Commonwealth infantry brigade became disorganized. In the continuing attack, the Indian 7th was wrecked and the Italian assault engineers battalion was eliminated. 3rd Aufklarung advanced into the vacated area outside of Tobruk.

KG Schutte activated and fueled the 380th Reconnaissance battalion, which advanced into Ft. Pilastrino. KG Voss activated and moved his artillery units from Rotonda Ualeb to Bir el Harmat.

19-21 AprIl 1942
Gazala airstrip refueled the squadron of MC.202’s stationed there. [1T] A squadron of MC.200’s at Sidi Rezegh refitted as well. [1T] The Italian 31st Assault engineer battalion was rebuilt at DAK HQ. 

Ships from Italy arrived at Tripoli with 9,000 tons of supply. [6SP] 7th Speciale engineers regiment arrived at the Marble Arches from Tripoli. Coastal shipping vessels delivered supply from Tripoli to Benghazi, Derna, Bomba, Gazala, and Appollonia. [2SP3T] 

Supply trucks transferred cargo from Benghazi and Appollonia to Gazala. [1SP3T] Two German Coastal Artillery battalions advanced to Saunnu. Italian 2nd and 3rd artillery regiments arrived at Bir Bu Haruga. CAM HQ fueled and advanced to Rotonda Mteifel. German and Italian personnel and equipment arrived at DAK. Italian 1st Speciale Engineers and artillery units advanced to Bir Hacheim. 

Italian 24th Corps artillery arrived at Bir El Gubi. 30th GAF artillery Brigade moved to King’s Cross. 16th Corps artillery regiment pulled in to Gasr Abid. 31st Assault battalion moved from HQ to the Trigh el Capuzzo. 4th San Marco battalion advanced to King’s Cross. 12th Littorio regiment joined the 3rd Aufklarung Kampfgruppen. 

The 46th Artillery regiment barraged the garrison at Tobruk. The bombardment wrecked the 208th Coastal battery, and put the village into complete chaos. The German and Italian force followed up with an attack. The Attackers gained tactical surprise and inflicted heavy casualties on the 5th New Zealand Brigade. Two coastal batteries were also eliminated. The 580th Reconnaissance battalion was also wrecked.

The interdiction aircraft returned from their mission to the Alexandria bases. The Commonwealth bombers at Alexandria refitted. Three squadrons were ordered to continue their interdiction mission on the Libyan-Egyptian border. 

A new squadron of Kittyhawks was issued to the WDA, and was stationed at the airstrip near Bir Khamsa. A squadron of Wellington Bombers was received as reinforcements and stationed at the Alexandria bases. A new squadron of Baltimore Tactical bombers was received at Alexandria. Indian 7th Brigade was rebuilt at 30th Corps HQ. 

The French CAC anti-tank battalion arrived and debarked at Alexandria. Personnel replacements were evacuated from Tobruk to Sidi Barrani and Mersa Matruh. Australian 20th and 26th Brigades pulled back to Tobruk. 

WDR railed supply to the 13th Corps. [1SP] Coastal shipping vessels delivered cargo to Sidi Barrani and Mersa Matruh. [2T] Commonwealth trucks delivered supply to Sidi Barrani and Mersa Matruh. [2SP1T] 7th Brigade began installing land mined on the Commonwealth’s left flank.

22-25 AprIl 1942
Weather dispatch: Pouring rain will descend on the Libyan coastal regions on 22-25 April. Heavily affected areas include Benghazi, El Agheila, Bardia, Sidi Barrani, and Mersa Matruh.-End of Report

Interdiction aircraft returned safely to their respective airbases where they were rearmed and refueled. Since the weather was inclement, they received a couple of days off. 

The WDR moved supply from Alexandria to 13th Corps by rail. [1SP] Coastal-shipping was used to move supply to Tobruk. [2T] Personnel and equipment replacements debarked at Alexandria. Commonwealth truck convoys pushed through the heavy rainstorms and delivered cargo to Sidi Barrani. [3T] 

The CAC anti-tank battalion fueled at Alexandria and drove to Mersa Matruh. Australian 24th Brigade surprised a squadron of MC.200’s while roaming around behind enemy lines. The aircraft all escaped to DAK airbase. The 24th Brigade suffered attritional losses. 

Crete airbase facilities refitted the Ju-52 Transports. A squadron of MC.200’s was refueled at DAK. [1T] 900th Pioneer, 380th reconnaissance and the 15th MC battalions were rebuilt at DAK HQ. 

Massive shipments of supply arrived and unloaded at Tripoli. [6SP] Coastal Vessels Transferred supply from Tripoli to Benghazi, Gazala, Bomba, Derna, and Appollonia. [2SP3T] Axis truck convoys from Tripoli delivered and unloaded supply. [3SP] Trucks delivered supply to Gazala. [4SP2T] 

7th Speciale Engineers advanced to El Agheila. 200th Pioneer battalion advanced to Bir Gibni. KG Voss arrived at Bir Taiebel. 15th MC battalion advanced from DAK to Bir Taiebel. 900th Pioneer battalion moved from DAK to Rigel Ridge. 

Italian 31st Assault battalion captured the T.2 airstrip. A squadron of Hurricanes quickly took to flight and withdrew to the airstrip at Sidi Barrani. GGFF Infantry regiment moved along the coastal road to the west of Tobruk. 34th Battalion and 10th and 20th Artillery advanced to the defensive positions outside of Tobruk. 4th San Marco Battalion joined KG Schutte to the south of Tobruk. 580th reconnaissance battalion fueled and rejoined the 90th Leicht. Ju-52s landed at DAK and unloaded supply. [3T] 

DAK ordered an artillery barrage of the garrison in Tobruk. The Commonwealth units became disorganized. In the ensuing attack, the 2nd New Zealand division was wrecked, as was the 580th Reconnaissance battalion. The Commonwealth also lost the 4th Artillery battalion.

26-28 April 1942
One squadron of Hurricanes was refitted at Sidi Barrani. A new squadron of Hurricane MkII’s was received as reinforcements and was stationed at Garawla. New Zealand 6th Brigade was rebuilt at 30th Corps. Aircraft from Alexandria was sent out to Interdict along the Libyan border. 

The WDR delivered supply from Alexandria to 13th Corps. [1SP] Australian 20th Brigade was pulled out of Tobruk via coastal shipping vessels. It debarked at Mersa Matruh. 

Commonwealth trucks moved supply from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani. [2SP] The CAC anti-tank battalion fueled at Mersa Matruh and drove forward and linked up with the 1st Free French Brigade. 

Crete airbases refitted the Ju-52 transports. Supply from Italy reached Tripoli and was unloaded to the stockyards. [6SP] Coastal vessels were used to ship supply from Tripoli to Benghazi, Gazala, Bomba, Derna, and Appollonia. [2SP3T] 

Italian truck convoys delivered supply from Tripoli to the Marble Arches. [3SP] Trucks moved supply from Benghazi, Derna, and Bomba to Gazala. [2SP3T] 7th Speciale engineers regiment advanced to El Amar. 523rd and 528th Coastal battalions arrived at Ben Gania. 

200th Pioneer battalion rejoined the 21st Panzer. Italian CAM HQ fueled and moved forward to Gasr Abid. 24th Corps artillery regiment moved to Bir Gibni. 16th Corps artillery regiment linked up with Luftwaffe 2-25th on the front lines across the Egyptian border.

DAK ordered a barrage against the Tobruk garrison. The Commonwealth units became disorganized. An attack was ordered by DAK and the Axis lost both the GGFF and San Marco battalions. The 26th Australian unit took heavy losses. 

29-30 April 1942
Crete airbases refitted the transport aircraft. Italian GGFF Infantry regiment was rebuilt at DAK. Supply from Sicily was transported across the Mediterranean to the docks in Tripoli. [5SP] Some of the transports were sunk by interdiction stemming from Malta.  

7th Special Engineer regiment arrived at Agedabia. Coastal-shipping vessels transferred cargo from Tripoli to Benghazi. [1SP2T] Coastal ships also moved supply from Tripoli to Derna, Gazala, Bomba and Appollonia. [1SP1T] Ju-52’s from Crete landed at the DAK airbase with cargo. [3T]

2nd and 3rd Celere Artillery regiments advanced through Bir Tengeder. 900th Pioneer battalion linked up with KG Schutte outside of Tobruk. The GGFF regiment moved from DAK HQ to Rigel Ridge. 15th MC battalion moved to Bir Gibni. 24th Corps artillery regiment advanced to CAM HQ at Gasr Abid. 

KG Voss moved to Gabr Saleh. Axis trucks delivered supply from Benghazi, Derna, and DAK airbase to Gazala. [2SP1T] 

Schutte and 3rd Aufklarung attacked the garrison at Tobruk. The Australian 26th brigade was wrecked, as was the 900th Pioneer battalion. Additionally the Bush artillery and the 2nd Libyan battalion surrendered. 

Schutte and 3rd Aufklarung activated and continued the attack. The Tobruk Senussi battalion and the 1st Libyan Arab battalion we eliminated. The Tobruk HQ and the 4th Libyan Arab battalion were also destroyed. Schutte re-captured Tobruk. Supply and trucks were also captured. [1SP]  

Announcement to Eighth Army: The last troops of Fortress Tobruk have been captured  or evacuated, and Tobruk has fallen to the Axis forces.- End of Message.

The Commonwealth interdictors returned to base in safety were they were refitted. Indian 7th Brigade was recalled for redeployment to the Near East. The brigade embarked on ships at Sidi Barrani and sailed away. The Australian 26th Division was rebuilt at Sidi Barrani.

Three squadrons of tactical bombers were sent to interdict Axis forces moving across the Egyptian border. The squadron of Blenheims assigned to the track to the north of the Trigh el Abd was shot-up by flak and had to terminate the mission.

WDR railed supply to Mersa Matruh. [1SP] Coastal-shipping moved supply to Sidi Barrani and Mersa Matruh [2T] Coastal vessels transferred supply from the Delta to Sollum and Bardia. [2T] Commonwealth Trucks moved supply from Alexandria to the Western desert airbase.

1-4 May 1942
The interdiction aircraft returned from their uneventful mission. A squadron of Blenheims and a squadron of Beaufighters landed safely. The Alexandria bases completed the overhaul of the tactical bombers.

Two groups of Blenheim Mk IV’s combined to form a full strength squadron at Alexandria. Personnel replacements and equipment arrived at Alexandria and unloaded. The WDR moved cargo and equipment replacements to Mersa Matruh. [3T] 

2nd Free French brigade moved to El Alamein. A squadron of Blenheim Mk IV’s was sent to interdict the open area near KG Wechmar. It met up with some flak. Several of the aircraft were hit and the mission was canceled. A squadron of Beaufighters was sent to interdict along the Trigh el Abd west of el Hamra.

Coastal ships transferred supply from the Delta to Sidi Barrani and Mersa Matruh. [2T] 30th Corps engineers built an airbase at Sidi Barrani. Commonwealth trucks carried supply from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani. [2SP1T] Trucks picked up personnel replacements at Alexandria West and moved them to Mersa Matruh.

104th Artillery battalion pulled out of Bardia and moved to Ft. Capuzzo and then through Halfaya Pass. Personnel replacements at Bardia evacuated to Sidi Augeam. 

Ju-52’s were refitted at the Crete airbase facilities. A squadron of Messerschmitt Bf-109 Friedrichs was sent in to replace a destroyed squadron of Emils. They were stationed at Libyan Omar. A squadron of Bf-109 Gustavs was sent to replace a destroyed unit of Emils. They were stationed at Sidi Rezegh.  

A squadron of CR.42’s was received as reinforcements. It was tentatively stationed at Bu Amud. A squadron of MC.202’s was released as reinforcement and assigned to the airstrip at Bir el Gubi. A squadron of CANT Z1007’s and a squadron of SM.79’s were received as reinforcements and assigned to the DAK airbase. 

Logistics report from Quartermaster Tripoli stockyards. Approximately 6,000 tons of supply has been lost due to attritional causes. We expect to continue to transport 12,000 tons per week from Sicily to our port facilities in North Afrika. –End of report.

51st Med. Tank battalion was unloaded on the docks at Tripoli. The Novarra Light Mechanized battalion debarked at Tripoli as well. German equipment and personnel replacements were unloaded. KG Cruwell also arrived with the 190th Artillery regiment and the Lehr parachute battalion.

Trucks moved supply from the Marble Arches to Bir Gibni. [3SP] Coastal-shipping vessels moved cargo from Tripoli to Benghazi. [1SP2T] Supply was also shipped to Tobruk. [2T] Cargo was transported by ship to Gazala, Bomba, Appollonia, Derna, and Zuetina. [1SP2T] Ju-52 Transports flew supply into DAK airbase. [3T] 

7th Speciale engineer regiment arrived at Giof el Matar. 340th Artillery regiment passes through Bir el Melezz. 10th Corps HQ fueled up and moved to DAK airbase. 31st Assault Engineer battalion vacated Tobruk and moved to Bu Amud with 3rd Aufklarung. Schutte KG advanced along the coastal road toward Bardia. 

34th Infantry battalion was assigned to the garrison force at Tobruk along with10th and 20th Corps artillery regiments. Trento Division went to King’s Cross. 1st Speciale engineer regiment and several artillery units arrived at Gabr Saleh. 15th MC battalion linked up with the rest of 21st Panzer. KG Voss moved through Bir Gibni. A squadron of MC.202’s re-based from Bir el Gubi to El Aden. The CAM HQ engineers constructed an airbase at Bir Gibni.

5-7 May 1942
A squadron of Beaufighters returned to Alexandria from an uneventful interdiction mission, where it was rearmed. 22nd Armored Brigade (1st Division) was rebuilt at Alexandria. 

WDR moved supply into 13th Corps HQ. [1SP] Coastal vessels brought supply to Sidi Barrani, Mersa Matruh, and Bardia. [1SP] Commonwealth trucks loaded supply at Alexandria and moved it to Sidi Barrani. [2SP] Trucks picked up supply at Suez. [3T]

Free French 2nd Brigade advanced through Fuka. Australian 24th Brigade moved from behind enemy lines to Sidi Suleiman. 30th Corps HQ engineers expanded the capacity of the Sidi Barrani Airbase. [Level 2]

Two squadrons of Hurricane MkII’s went out to sweep the Libyan Omar airstrip. A squadron of Luftwaffe fighters met them. The Bf-109’s handled the first squadron of Hurricanes, which took heavy losses, and terminated the mission. A second squadron of Hurricanes engaged the Messerschmitts. The British pilots aborted the mission as well.

The Ju-52 transports based at Crete were refitted. Supply was shipped from Italy to Tripoli. [1SP] German and Italian replacements also disembarked, as did the Italian 6th Anti-tank battalion, 4th Libyan Infantry battalion, and 9th Infantry battalion.

Ju-52’s delivered cargo to DAK airbase. [3T] The DAK HQ relocated to Bir Sheferzan. Axis trucks loaded supply at Benghazi [1SP2T] 1st Speciale Engineers occupied the supply dump at Bir Gibni. Italian 2nd and 3rd Artillery regiments advanced to Bir Hacheim. 

Italian 7th Speciale engineers moved through Ben Gania. 340th Artillery regiment moved to Ascher. Supply was transferred from Tripoli to Benghazi via coastal vessels. [1SP2T] Trucks from the Marble Arches arrived at Bir Gibni with supply. [1SP] The Italian 10th Corps HQ fueled and relocated to Tobruk. Trucks moved supply from Gazala to Bir Gibni. [3SP] Coastal vessels moved supply from Tripoli to Tobruk, Gazala, Bomba, and Derna. [1SP1T]

KG Marcks fueled the 1-8 and 2-8 panzer battalions, which moved with the 33rd Pioneer battalion to Sidi Suleiman to attack the Australians. The British issued a defensive artillery barrage, which wrecked the 33rd Pioneer battalion and disrupted the panzers. Rommel activated the 21st Panzer, which fueled two panzer battalions. The panzers and the 15th motorcycle battalion pulled up to the south of the Australians. The 21st Panzer attacked and the 24th Australian Infantry was lost. 

8-11 May 1942
Crete airbases refitted all of the transport aircraft. Supply from Sicily arrived at Tripoli and was unloaded. [4SP] Coastal vessels moved supply from Tripoli to Benghazi [1SP2T] and Bomba and Derna. [2T] German personnel replacements debarked at Tobruk and Italian replacements at Gazala. 

Trucks moved supply from DAK airbase and Gazala to Bir Gibni. [3SP] 350th Infantry battalion moved to Ben Gania. Italian 2nd and 3rd Artillery regiments moved through Bir el Gubi. GGFF Infantry regiment moved to Sidi Rezegh. KG Schutte and 3rd Aufklarung moved along the coastal road around Baheira. 

Raggruppamento Bignami advanced along the Trigh el Capuzzo. Ju-52’s landed with supply at DAK airbase. [3T] 1st Med. Tank battalion fueled and moved forward to Gasr el Arid. German 528th and 523rd Artillery advanced to Bir Tengeder. 3rd Reconnaissance battalion fueled and the rest of 21st Panzer linked up with Rommel near Sidi Suleiman. 

KG Bach and a flak battalion captured Ft. Capuzzo. Trieste Division built defensive positions outside of Bardia along the Coastal Road. Axis Trucks delivered supply from Benghazi to Bir Gibni. [1SP2T]

CAM HQ engineers improved the airbase facilities at Gasr el Abid. [Level 2] A squadron of MC.202’s re-based from Gazala to Bir el Abid. The PAI motorcycle battalion fueled at Gadd el Ahmar and moved to Ft. Meddelina, where it captured the airstrip.

7th Bersaglieri infantry regiment moved along the Trigh el Abd to Bir Taiebel. The Provisional motorcycle battalion also fueled and joined the PAI MC at Ft. Maddelina. 

3rd Aufklarung activated and moved to the defensive positions to the west of Bardia. KG Schutte also activated and joined 3rd Aufklarung in the hedgehog. German and Italian artillery fired on the Commonwealth units outside of Bardia. The Commonwealth units (5th Indian) became disorganized. 

The Italio-German force attacked the Indian 5th Division in the defensive positions. 9th Indian brigade took heavy losses and the 65th antitank battalion was lost. The Italian 31st Assault battalion was wrecked.   

Commonwealth fighter planes at Sidi Barrani and Ghat Wahas refitted. [2T] 9th Armored Brigade (10th Armored Division) arrived at Alexandria as reinforcements. Australian 24th Brigade was rebuilt at Sidi Barrani. Personnel replacements were made available. The WDR railed supply from Alexandria to 13th Corps. [1SP] Trucks moved supply to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] Coastal vessels delivered supply to Sidi Barrani, Mersa Matruh, and Bardia. [1SP] 

22nd Armored Brigade fueled at Alexandria and moved to Sidi Haneish. Free French 2nd Infantry Brigade arrived at Mersa Matruh. Australian 20th, 25th and 26th Brigades of the Desert Rats linked up along the coastal road in hedgehog positions east of Maktila. Commonwealth trucks from the Delta delivered cargo to Sidi Barrani and then returned to Mersa Matruh. [3T] 

Two squadrons of Hurricanes were sent to sweep the Luftwaffe at Libyan Omar. Both Hurricane squadrons were forced to abort. A squadron of Hurricane Mk II’s re-based from WD airbase to Sidi Barrani.

12-14 May 1942
The Ju-52 transports were refitted at Crete.  12th Tank battalion (Littorio) was rebuilt at Derna. 33rd Pioneer battalion (15th Panzer) was rebuilt at Tobruk. Supply from Sicily was shipped and unloaded at Tripoli’s port facilities. Coastal shipping vessels transported cargo from Tripoli to Benghazi. [1SP2T] Ships bearing supplies arrives at Tobruk and unloaded their cargo. [2T] 

German equipment replacements were shipped from Tripoli to Gazala. Cargo from tripoli debarked at the port in Bomba. [1T] Supply also was shipped to Derna. [2T] Supply was shipped to Appollonia and Zuetina. [2T] 

KG Cruwell arrived at the Marble Arches. This group consists of 190th Artillery (90th Leicht) and Italian 51st Tank battalion and the Novara Light battalion. Trucks from Tripoli delivered supply to the Marble Arches. [1SP2T] Axis trucks from Benghazi delivered cargo to the Bir Gibni dump. [1SP2T] Ju-52’s from Crete landed at DAK airbase with supplies. [3T] Italian 350th Infantry arrived at Bir Tengeder. 

Italian 7th Speciale engineer regiment advanced to the track along the Wadi ash Sciaba. A squadron of CR.42’s from Martuba was re-based to Gasr el Abid. 12th Tank battalion fueled at Derna and advanced to Bu Amud. 33rd Pioneer battalion fueled and moved to rejoin 15th Panzer Division.

7th Bersaglieri Infantry regiment arrived at Bir Gibni. 2nd and 3rd Artillery regiments advanced to Gabr Saleh. Trucks moved supply from Derna to Bir Gibni. [1T] 

Artillery from KG Schutte fired on the Indian garrison outside of Bardia, with no effect. 

Hurricanes at Buqbuq and Ghat Wahas were overhauled. [2TMore personnel replacements were made available. The 69th Infantry Brigade was returned from the Near East for redeployment in North Africa. It arrived and debarked at Alexandria. 

WDR moved supply from Alexandria to Mersa Matruh. [1SP] Trucks moved supply from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] Trucks from the Delta moved supply in to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] Commonwealth trucks loaded supply at Suez and arrived in Cairo.

Two squadrons of Hurricane MkII’s made another attempt to strike the Bf-109’s at Libyan Omar. After an intense aerial battle, both sides aborted largely intact.

9th Armored Brigade (10th Armored Div.) fueled and moved forward to Charring’s Crossing. 22nd Brigade (1st Armored) fueled and advanced to 13th Corps HQ. Coastal vessels moved supply forward to Mersa Matruh, Sidi Barrani, and Bardia.

15-18 May 1942
Weather Report 15 May, 1942: High winds from the Marble Arches to Benghazi will result in severe sandstorms. This weather condition is expected for several days. End of transmission.

One squadron of Bf-109’s was refueled at Libyan Omar. Three squadrons of Ju-52’s were overhauled at the Crete Airbases. The 104 Infantry regiment (21st Panzer) was upgraded to a Panzergrenadier regiment. Supply from Sicily was unloaded at the Stockyards in Tripoli. [3SP1T] German equipment and personnel replacements debarked at Tripoli.

KG Cruwell fueled at the Marble arches and traveled to Benghazi. Italian 6th Antitank and the Lehr parachute battalion arrived at the Marble Arches. Axis trucks delivered supply from Tripoli to the Marble Arches. [2T] Axis trucks picked up supply at Benghazi. [1SP2T] 

Coastal vessels moved supply to all available Axis ports. [3SP] Ju-52’s landed at DAK airbase with supply. [3T] 350th Infantry regiment arrived at Bir Hacheim. 7th Speciale engineers advanced to Bir Taiebel. Italian 10th Corps engineers repaired the port facilities at Tobruk [2 hits]

German and Italian artillery fired a barrage against the 5th Indian Division in the hedgehogs north west of Bardia. This resulted in the disorganization of the Commonwealth force. KG Schutte followed through with an attack against the Indian division. The attacked gained surprise. The Indian 29th brigade took heavy losses. The Indian 9th brigade was wrecked and the force pulled back into Bardia. KG Schutte advanced into the abandoned position. 

KG Schutte activated and resumed the attack on Bardia. The 8th Bersaglieri and 200th Pioneer battalions were lost. The 29th Indian Brigade was also eliminated and KG Schutte captured Bardia. Approximately 6,000 tons of supply was destroyed in the battle and nothing was captured.

Fighter aircraft at Buqbuq were refitted. [1T] Hurricanes at Ghat Wahas were refueled. [1T] The WDA received a new squadron of Blenheim MkIV’s at the Alexandria bases. 7th Indian Brigade (4th Division) was sent back to North Africa for redeployment. The unit debarked at Alexandria. Equipment replacements also unloaded at Alexandria. Indian 29th Brigade was rebuilt at Sidi Barrani. Indian 9th Brigade was rebuilt at Mersa Matruh. 

The WDR moved supply forward to Mersa Matruh. [1SP] Commonwealth trucks moved an additional amount of supply from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani. [3T] Trucks from Cairo delivered supply to Sidi Barrani. [3T] Commonwealth trucks loaded supply at Suez, [1SP] then traveled to Cairo.

9th Armored Brigade fueled and joined the rest of the 10th Armored Division near Picadilly Circus. 69th Infantry Brigade fueled at Alexandria and advanced to Mersa Matruh. 

19-21 May 1942
Ju-52’s were refitted at the Crete bases. 900th Pioneer battalion (90th Leicht) was rebuilt at Tobruk. Supply from Sicily was loaded and moved across the Mediterranean to Tripoli. [4SP] Axis trucks delivered supply from Tripoli to the Marble Arches. [4SP2T] Lehr parachute battalion left the Marble Arches and arrived at Agedabia. Italian 6th Antitank battalion advanced to El Agheila. 

Coastal vessels moved supply from Tripoli to Benghazi. [1SP2T] Italian 350th Regiment arrived at Bir el Gubi as a garrison. German 523rd and 528th Artillery units advanced to Bir Hacheim. Supply from Benghazi was moved by truck to Bir Gibni. [1SP2T] 

German equipment and personnel replacements moved to Tobruk on coastal shipping vessels. Cargo was shipped to Gazala. [1T] Cargo from Tripoli was shipped to Derna. [2T] Fresh supply was also shipped to Bardia. [2T] German personnel replacements moved to Bomba via coastal ships. Ju-52’s delivered supply to the DAK airbase. [3T]

KG Cruwell fueled at Benghazi and advanced along the Via Balbia to El Mrassas. 900th Pioneer battalion fueled at Tobruk and rejoined the 90th Leicht. 3rd Aufklarung ordered artillery to barrage the Indian division that is trapped outside of Tobruk. The barrage caused the units to become disorganized. KG Schutte followed up with an attack. The Commonwealth force was eliminated. KG Schutte captured a small amount of trucks.

22nd Armored Brigade received replacements at 13th Corps HQ. 12th Lancers Armored car battalion (1st Armored Division) was rebuilt at Alexandria. 

Free French 2nd Brigade advanced along the Trigh el Abd and met up with Jock Campbell and the 7th Armored. 69th Brigade (50th Div.) fueled at Mersa Matruh and advanced to Buqbuq. 12th Lancers battalion fueled and rejoined the 1st Armored Division. 

WDR moved supply to Mersa Matruh. [1SP] Trucks moved supply from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani. [1SP3T] Trucks from Cairo arrived at Sidi Barrani with cargo. [1SP] 7th Indian Brigade fueled at Alexandria and moved forward to Mersa Matruh. Indian 9th Brigade moved through Charring’s Crossing. A squadron of Kittyhawks from Amseet re-based to Maktila.  13th Corps built defensive positions on the Trigh el Abd. 

22-25 May 1942
Indian 3rd Infantry Brigade was sent back to North Africa from the Near East, for redeployment. The unit disembarked from its ship at Alexandria. Indian 10th Brigade was rebuilt at Sidi Barrani.

The WDR moved supply from Alexandria forward to Mersa Matruh. [1SP] Indian 7th Brigade moved through Charing Cross. 22nd Armored Brigade rejoined the rest of the 1st Armored in reserve on the Trigh el Abd. Commonwealth trucks moved supply from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] Trucks from Sidi Barrani traveled to Suez and loaded cargo. [1SP3T] 

Several missions of interdiction aircraft were sent out in the face of heavy patrol zones. None of the missions encounter flak though and performed their mission along the Trigh el Abd west of el Hamra.

The Crete airbases refitted Ju-52 transports. 115th Infantry regiment (15th Panzer) was upgraded to a Panzergrenadier unit. Supply from Sicily was loaded onto ships and moved to Tripoli. [4SP] Trucks from Tripoli moved supply to the Marble Arches. [1SP] Axis trucks from Tripoli loaded cargo and traveled to Benghazi. [3SP]  

Ju-52’s from Crete landed at the DAK base with supply. [3T] The Lehr parachute battalion continued to advance along the Trigh el Abd, to Ben Gania. 340th Artillery regiment arrived at el Chorma. The Trento Division moved from King’s Cross to Gambut. Coastal vessels moved supply from Tripoli to Benghazi. [1SP2T]

Cargo was loaded onto ships at Tripoli and sent to Tobruk, [3T] Bardia [2T] Gazala [1T] Derna [2T] and Bomba. [1T] 190th Artillery regiment (90th Leicht) advanced to King’s Cross. 51st Tank Battalion (Littorio) fueled at Tobruk and advanced along the coastal road to Bir el Chreigat. 612th Flak battalion moved forward from Hafid Ridge to Ft. Capuzzo. 

3rd Aufklarung advanced from Bardia to point 206. KG Schutte advanced along the track to the south of point 206. 1-43rd Flak Battalion occupied Amseet. 288th Sonderverband Kommando Regiment joined KG Schutte.

Raggruppamento Bignami advanced to Gasr el Arid. 12th Tank battalion (Littorio) fueled at Tobruk and rejoined the division with Schutte.  Axis trucks moved supply forward from Benghazi to Bir Gibni. [1SP2T] 11th Tank Battalion (Trieste) fueled up and moved to Bir el Chreigat.

26-28 May 1942
All of the interdiction aircraft returned from the mission and were overhauled. [2T] 21st Indian Infantry brigade debarked at Alexandria as reinforcements. Three missions of interdiction aircraft were sent to strike the Trigh el Abd near el Hamra. The Beaufighters encountered some flak, but were able to continue the mission.

WDR delivered supply from Alexandria to Mersa Matruh. [1SP] Trucks moved an additional amount of supply to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] Trucks from Cairo unloaded supply at Sidi Barrani as well. [1SP3T]

The British 69th Infantry Brigade moved into position at Sidi Augeam to prevent the Axis from infiltrating. 3rd Indian Infantry advanced to Bir el Kenayis. 16th Brigade constructed defensive positions on the Trigh el Abd east of el Hamra. 7th Brigade also constructed hedgehogs to the south east of el Hamra. The French 1st Brigade constructed hedgehogs south of Sidi el Sabil.

The transport aircraft based on Crete were all refitted and readied for flight. Supply from Sicily arrived at the port in Tripoli and was unloaded. [4SP] The Lehr parachute battalion continued to advance and arrived at Bir Hacheim. 

German 605th Anti-tank battalion fueled and advanced to Bir el Chreigat. Supply from Tripoli was loaded onto coastal vessels and shipped to Benghazi. [1SP2T] More supply from Tripoli was shipped to Tobruk. [3T] Supply from Tripoli was also transported to Bardia by means of coastal shipping. [2T] Also cargo arrived at Bomba and Gazala.

The Italian 6th Anti-tank battalion advanced to Mersa Brega. 340th Artillery regiment arrived at Tmimi. The Novara Light battalion fueled at Tobruk and rejoined the Ariete Division. Axis trucks from Benghazi transported supply to Bir Gibni. [3SP1T] Trento Division advanced along the coastal road and turned south onto a track leading to Sidi Azeiz. Bignami advanced to Sidi Azeiz. 

Ju-52 transports arrived at DAK with supply. [3T] The Luftwaffe sent two squadrons of fighters to attack the interdiction aircraft. A squadron of Bf-109 Gustavs quickly engaged the Kittyhawks. The Blenheims voluntarily aborted to base. Both sides aborted and the Kittyhawks returned to Maktila. A squadron of Bf-109f’s joined a squadron of Italian biplanes to attack the next mission of interdictors. The Blenheims voluntarily fled, while the Kittyhawks stayed to fight. The Luftwaffe won this battle and the Kittyhawks terminated the mission and returned to Sidi Barrani. Regia Aeronautica sent a mission of MC.202’s to chase away the Beaufighters interdicting the front lines. The Italian fighters attacked, and the Beaufighters were forced to flee after taking heavy losses.

Rommel fueled the 21st Panzer, which moved through to Bir el Chreigat then to the edge of the escarpment to the northeast. Marcks and 15th Panzer fueled and moved to the right flank of Rommel’s force, along the track near Bir Dignash. The d’Maneuvre and 2-115th Artillery units fueled and advanced to meet the 2-25th Flak battalion outside of the Commonwealth minefields. 

KG Schutte took up positions in Halfaya Pass. KG Aufklarung moved off point 206 to the road south. The Commonwealth artillery fired on KG Schutte which disorganized the KG group. 

Axis artillery followed with a barrage against the 50th Brigade on the eastside of Halfaya Pass. The British infantry unit became disorganized as well.  KG Schutte activated and pulled away from Halfaya Pass. The 288th Kommando Regiment stayed behind to hold Halfaya.

29-31 May 1942
The Crete airbases performed maintenance on the Ju-52 transport aircraft. A squadron of Bf-110’s at Sidi Rezegh was refueled. [1T] A squadron of Bf-109g’s was refitted at the airstrip at Gambut. [1T] A squadron of Bf-109f’s was repaired at the Baheira airstrip. [1T] Mc.200’s were rearmed at the airstrip at Sidi Azeiz. [1T] A squadron of CR.42’s at Gasr el Arid airbase was rearmed. [1T] 

Supply and German personnel replacements traversed the Mediterranean and debarked at Tripoli. Supply was shipped from Tripoli to Benghazi [1SP2T] Bardia [2T] Tobruk [3T] and Gazala [1T]

The Lehr Parachute battalion advanced through Bir Taiebel. Trento Division arrived at Ft. Capuzzo. Raggruppamento Bignami advanced to Libyan Omar to form a larger force.7th Bersaglieri Infantry Regiment advanced along the Trigh el Abd to Bir Sheferzan. 

Ju-52’s landed at the DAK airbase and unloaded cargo. [3T] Italian trucks at Tripoli loaded their cargo and delivered it to Benghazi. [1SP] Trucks from Benghazi delivered supply to Bir Gibni. [1SP2T] KG Bach advanced past Halfway House toward the front lines. KG Wechmar pulled out of el Brug and formed a group on the Trigh el Abd near el Hamra to Rommel’s right flank. 

The Commonwealth fired an artillery barrage against the Kommando regiment holed up in Halfaya Pass. The bombardment had negligible effects. 

None of the German KG’s was able to activate.

Two squadrons of Kittyhawks were overhauled at the Maktila and Sidi Barrani bases. [2T] Also the tactical bombers at Alexandria were refitted.

The Western Desert Airforce received three new squadrons as reinforcements. A squadron of Wellingtons, a squadron of Baltimore, and Beaufighters were assigned to the Alexandria bases.

Personnel and equipment replacements were released to North Africa. The 2nd Armored Car Battalion was returned from the Near East for redeployment in the North African Theater. 

Commonwealth equipment debarked at Alexandria along with the 2nd Armored Car battalion. The WDR railed supply to 13th Corps. [1SP] Trucks loaded supply at Alexandria and moved it to 13th Corps. [1SP] Coastal vessels from the Delta delivered supply to Sollum, Sidi Barrani and Mersa Matruh. [1SP] 

Indian 3rd Brigade was placed in reserve as it inched forward along the Trigh el Abd. The Indian 7th and 9th Brigades cut across the track behind Picadilly Circus. Indian 21st Brigade fueled at Alexandria and advanced to Mersa Matruh. The 11th RHA artillery pulled out of Sollum to the east of Halfaya Pass. 

Indian 3rd Brigade was released from reserve and advanced along the Trigh el Abd to the immediate east of Picadilly Circus. 

1-4 June 1942
Meteorology Report: 1 June 1942: Sandstorms are expected all across the North African Desert from Benghazi to Cairo. Enemy operations should be difficult and are expected to be halted.-end of Transmission

The transport aircraft in Crete were readied for flight, although they will not be used this week due to the weather conditions. The Tripoli stockyard reported attritional losses. [3T] 

A squadron of Ju-87b’s was upgraded to the “d” model at the Airbase at Maraura. A squadron of Ju-52’s was made available to the Luftwaffe at the Crete airbases. Supplies from Tripoli were loaded onto ships and unpacked at the stockyards in Tripoli. [2SP]

The GGFF Division arrived at the Marble Arches on 1 June 1942. The Italian 6th antitank battalion advanced through Agedabia headed for the Trigh el Abd. Voss advanced to el Brug. 

Coastal ships moved supply from Tripoli to Benghazi, Bardia, and Tobruk. [2SP] German personnel replacements also debarked at Tobruk. The sandstorms have greatly hindered the movement of supply forward to Bir Gibni, as nothing arrived at this time. The Italian 10th Corps engineers performed further repairs on the port at Tobruk. [One hit]

Wechmar activated and moved the 617th Flak battalion into the Commonwealth minefields. Also the 2-25th Flak battalion advanced into the minefields. 3rd Aufklarung activated. Schutte also activated and moved his KG forward into Halfaya Pass. 

German and Italian artillery fired on the British units defending Halfaya pass. The 151st Brigade became disorganized from the bombardment. Schutte followed up with an all out assault. The 151st Brigade was hit hard by elements of the 90th Leicht, Littorio, and Trieste Divisions. After taking heavy losses, the 151st pulled back toward Buqbuq along the coastal road. Schutte advanced.

10th Corps HQ was assigned to the Western Desert and arrived with its entourage at Alexandria. Also the Indian 20th and 25th Infantry Brigades (Indian 10th Div.) disembarked. Coastal Vessels shipped supply from the Delta ports to Mersa Matruh, Sidi Barrani and Sollum. 

The 104th and 11th RHA artillery battalions pulled back along the coastal road north of Sidi Augeam. Indian 3rd Brigade moved onto the 10th Armored Division’s left flank. Indian 7th and 9th Brigades relocated to the track south of the Trigh el Abd to the east of Bir Khamsa. 

The battered 151st Brigade fueled and pulled out to Sidi Barrani to received replacements. 69th Brigade took its former position on the coastal road near halfway house.

2nd Armored car battalion fueled and moved to Mersa Matruh. 7th Med. Artillery Battalion fired on the German 617th Flak. The bombardment had little effect. 68th Med. Artillery battalion fired on the Luftwaffe Flak unit in the minefields. This also had negligible effect.

5-7 June 1942
Supply from Sicily was funneled to Tripoli and unloaded. [2SP] Ju-52’s landed at DAK airbase and unloaded cargo. [1SP] The Italian GGFF Division arrived at the airstrip at EL Ahmar. 6th antitank battalion pulled into Giof el Matar. 

Coastal shipping vessels delivered supply from Tripoli to the ports in Bardia and Tobruk. [1SP1T] Coastal ships also moved supply to Gazala, Bomba, and Derna. [3T]

Axis trucks moved supply from the Marble Arches to Bir Gibni. [3SP3T] Trucks from Benghazi also moved supply to Bir Gibni. [2SP2T]

190th Artillery regiment advanced toward Sidi Azeiz. (Enroute to rejoin the 90th Leicht) The Lehr parachute battalion moved to link with the Wechmar KG. The Italian Trento Division was called upon to join Rommel for briefing on minefield removal. The 2-25th Flak moved to the southernmost minefield. 612th Flak moved to the next minefield south of el Hamra.

Italian 1st and 7th Speciale engineer regiments moved to the depression south of Bir el Chreigat.  KG Schutte moved along the coastal road to face the British 69th Brigade. KG Cruwell moved into Halfaya Pass to provide support. 

Two squadrons of Italian fighters were sent to sweep the Hurricanes stationed at Sollum. After an aerial engagement involving MC.202’s against Hurricanes, both sides aborted. The Italians returned to El Aden.

Two squadrons of Messerschmitts attacked the Commonwealth fighters at Buqbuq. A squadron of BF-109 Gustavs shot down the remaining Hurricane Mk II’s, and forced the squadron of Mk-I’s down as well before returning to base at King’s Cross.

Rommel activated and ordered the 61st and 62nd Trento regiments into the minefields to extract them. 

The Hurricane fighters at Sollum were rearmed as were the group of fighters left at Buqbuq. [2T] 151st Brigade received badly needed replacements at Sidi Barrani. Reinforcements arrived at Alexandria and unloaded from the British ships. They included the 1st Sudanese Infantry Brigade, the 121st Field Artillery Battalion, 10th Division’s trucks, and the Guides Armored Car Battalion.

Supply ships from the delta ports delivered supply to Sidi Barrani, Mersa Matruh, and Sollum. [1SP] 10th Corps HQ, Indian 20th and 25th Infantry brigades fueled at Alexandria and advanced forward to Mersa Matruh. 

2nd Armored Car battalion fueled at Mersa Matruh and joined the 10th Armored Division. 7th and 9th Indian Brigades moved along the track toward Bir Khamsa. The 9th Brigade occupied the airstrip with a squadron of Kittyhawks. 3rd Indian moved into the hedgehog below Bir Enba. 151st Infantry Brigade advanced along the coastal road to reinforce the 69th Brigade. 

Supply trucks from the Delta delivered cargo to Mersa Matruh. [1SP3T] Personnel replacements arrived at El Alamein and equipment advanced to Fuka. 

7th Med. Artillery battalion fired a barrage against the Italian 61st Regiment in minefields. This had no effect. 68th Med. Artillery battalion also fired on the 62nd Regiment, which subsequently became disorganized.

The British 16th Infantry and the 1st Free French Brigade attacked the Italian 62nd Regiment. The 62nd Trento was eliminated. The Free French took heavy losses.  

8-11 June 1942
The airbases at Crete completed the refit of the Ju-52 transports. Luftwaffe fighters at King’s Cross were rearmed [1T] as were Italian fighters at El Aden. [1T] Supply Italian reinforcements and German replacements sailed across the Mediterranean and debarked at Tripoli. [3T] 

The Italian GGFF Division arrived at Agedabia. Coastal transports delivered and unloaded supply from Tripoli to Tobruk, Gazala, Bardia, and Bomba. [2SP] 12th Infantry Regiment (Littorio) moved along the coastal road to meet the British 50th Division. 

Axis trucks brought supply collected from various ports to Bir Gibni. [2SP] 1st Special Engineers linked up with Rommel. 7th Special engineers linked up with KG Wechmar. The Lehr Parachute battalion joined Marcks. Ju-52’s landed at DAK with supply. [1SP]

The 7th Med. and 68th Med. Artillery units fired a barrage against the 61st Infantry in the minefield.  This attack caused the Italian and German units to become disorganized, and thus unable to succeed in reducing the mines.

Cruwell fired his artillery against the British 69th Infantry along the coastal road near halfway house. This barrage resulted in the disruption of the British infantry unit. 

Rommel activated and ordered the 1st Speciale engineer regiment into the minefields. KG Wechmar activated and moved the 7th Speciale engineers into the minefields to the south. KG Marcks activated and ordered the Lehr parachute battalion into the minefields. 

The Italian fighters at El Aden were sent to strike the British Hurricanes at Sollum. In the ensuing battle, a number of the Hurricanes were shot down, while the rest aborted. The Italian fighters returned to their airbase. 

The Luftwaffe sent out two squadrons of fighters, Bf-109’s and Bf-110’s, to sweep the British fighters at Buqbuq. The valiant British pilots fought off the initial wave of Gustavs, which terminated their mission. After engaging the Bf-110’s the remaining Hurricanes were downed and the Messerschmitts took losses as well.

What remained of the operational fighters at the airstrip at Sollum were refitted and repaired. [1T] The WDR delivered supply from Alexandria to Mersa Matruh. [1SP] Coastal shipping vessels transported cargo to the ports at Sollum, Sidi Barrani and Mersa Matruh. [1SP] 

7th and 9th Indian Brigades took up positions in and to the north of Bir Khamsa. The Guides Armored car battalion fueled at Alexandria and traveled to the crossroad of the Trigh el Abd and track behind Picadilly Circus. 

121st Field Artillery battalion fueled at Alexandria and advanced to Mersa Matruh. 1st Sudanese Brigade advanced from Alexandria to El Alamein. Personnel replacements advanced to Qotifya.

Commonwealth trucks moved supply from Cairo and Alexandria to Gasel Station. [3SP3T] Personnel replacements arrived at Sidi Barrani. Personnel moved to Qasaba. Equipment fueled and was pushed forward to Mersa Matruh.

Free French 1st Brigade was pulled off line and back to the 13th Corps to receive fresh replacements. The 3rd Indian Brigade took its place in the hedgehog.

7th Med. Artillery battalion fired a barrage at the 1st Speciale engineers that were working on the minefield. They became disorganized. 68th Med. Artillery fired at the 7th engineers further to the south. This had no effect.

12-14 June 1942
Crete airbase facilities worked on the Ju-52’s to get them flying this week. The Luftwaffe fighters at King’s Cross airbase were refueled as were the Italian fighters at El Aden. [2T] Supply from Sicily that was slated for Tripoli was loaded onto transports. The ships arrived and were unloaded at Tripoli. [2SP] 

The GGFF Infantry Division arrived at Giof Matar. Italian 6th antitank battalion advanced to Bir Bu Haruga on the Trigh el Abd. Axis trucks from Benghazi delivered their supply to Bir Gibni. [1SP2T] Trucks with cargo from the Marble Arches arrived and unloaded at Bir Gibni. [3SP1T] Trucks picked up supply at Tobruk and moved it to Bir Gibni. [2T] 

Ju-52’s landed at DAK airbase and unloaded their cargo. [1SP] Supply, German personnel and equipment replacements were loaded at Tripoli and transferred by ship to Tobruk. [1T] Transport ships also moved the Italian 503rd antitank battalion to Bardia, and supply to Gazala. [1T] 

Two squadrons of fighters from El Aden were ordered to attack the British airplanes at Sollum. A squadron of MC.202’s took off, followed closely by a squadron of CR.42’s. The Hurricanes were outclassed and forced to abort. 

Two squadrons of Messerschmitts took off at King’s Cross to attack the British aircraft patrolling at Bir Enba. A squadron of Hurricane Mk II’s met them in the air. The British pilots panicked and terminated their mission, while the Luftwaffe returned to King’s Cross.

The Commonwealth ordered artillery barrages against the Axis units attempting to disarm the minefields. 7th Med. Artillery battalion shot a salvo at the Italian 7th Engineers. They became disorganized as a result. The 68th Med. Artillery fired at the Luftwaffe parachute battalion to the south. These units also became disorganized. 

KG Cruwell ordered a barrage of the British 50th Infantry Division along the coastal road. The British units became disorganized. 

Rommel activated and ordered the 104th PG regiment to the minefields. Schutte activated and moved the Kampfgruppen forward to meet the British infantry. Schutte attacked with full force. The 69th Infantry Brigade was completely run over. 

Aircraft at Sollum were refitted. [1T] The Hurricanes at Bir Enba were refueled at the airstrip. [1T] Australian 9th Division’s trucks were returned from use in the Near East. They arrived at Suez. British 69th Infantry Brigade was rebuilt at Sidi Barrani. Free French 1st Infantry Brigade received replacements at 13th Corps. The KDG armored car battalion was rebuilt at Mersa Matruh.  

The 1st Sudanese Infantry Brigade advanced to Fuka. Personnel and equipment replacements debarked at Alexandria. Coastal shipping vessels moved supply to Sidi Barrani and Mersa Matruh. [2T] 121st Field artillery battalion fueled at Mersa Matruh and linked up with the 10th Armored division off the Trigh el Abd. The KDG armored car battalion fueled at Mersa Matruh and advanced to the east of Picadilly Circus on the Trigh el Abd. 

South African 2nd Division moved to garrison Buqbuq. The 50th Division formed a line of defense behind Sidi el Augeam. 

The 7th Med. Artillery was ordered to fire against the Trento Division in the minefields. The Italians became disorganized and the German 612th Flak was eliminated. 68th Med., Artillery battalion fired on the 21st Panzer units in the minefields. They became disorganized as well.

Two Commonwealth artillery battalions fired on the Italian engineers in Sidi el Sabil. The Italians here became disorganized. 121st Field artillery fired a barrage on the Italian 7th engineers. This had no effect. 

The DAK was somewhat successful in reducing two for the minefields.

15-18 June 1942
The transport aircraft at the airbases on Crete were refueled. The Luftwaffe fighters at King’s Cross (Bf-109’s and Bf-110’s) were rearmed. [1T] The Italian fighters at El Aden were refitted. [1T] 

Supply loaded onto ships at Sicily arrived and unloaded at Tripoli. [2SP] Coastal vessels moved supply from Tripoli to Tobruk. [1SP] Supply was also shipped to Bardia, Gazala, and Bomba. [1SP] 

Axis trucks moved supply from Benghazi and Gazala to Bir Gibni. [1SP2T] The GGFF Division advanced to Ben Gania. The 6th antitank battalion also moved into Ben Gania. 

Cruwell and his group moved to Halfway house in order to fire artillery at the 50th Division. The Ariete Division fueled and pulled forward along the Trigh el Abd. 

Two squadrons of Italian fighters were sent to sweep the Hurricanes patrolling Sollum. The Folgores engaged the weak Hurricanes and the entire squadron was lost. The Italian fighters returned to El Aden. 

The Luftwaffe sent two squadrons of Messerschmitts to sweep the fighters at Bir Enba. A squadron of Mk II fighters scrambled. After an aerial battle, the Hurricanes decided to land, and the Luftwaffe fighters returned to King’s Cross.

The British 7th Med. artillery was ordered to barrage the Italian engineers clearing mines. The Italian engineer unit became disorganized but the German 617th Flak unit was eliminated. 68th Med. artillery battalion fired on the Lehr paratroopers in the minefields to the south of the Trigh el Abd. These units also became disorganized. 

KG Cruwell ordered his artillery to barrage the British 150th Brigade along the coastal road. The 150th Brigade became disorganized and took personnel losses. 

Schutte activated his KG and advanced on the hapless British infantry. The 150th Brigade was completely obliterated.

The Hurricane squadron at Bir Enba was refueled. [1T] 18th Indian Infantry Brigade was received as reinforcements at Alexandria. A full-strength Hurricane Mk II was received as replacements. It was stationed to the airstrip south of the Trigh el Abd. 

New Zealand 2nd Division’s trucks were returned to them from the Near East. They disembarked at Suez. Coastal transports moved personnel replacements to Sidi Barrani and equipment to Mersa Matruh. 

Australian 9th Divisional trucks moved from Suez to rejoin the Division on the Via Balbia east of Sidi Barrani. Sudanese 1st Brigade arrived at Charring Cross. Trucks moved supply from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] 

10th Armored was ordered to move against KG Marcks. The two armored battalions fueled and moved along the track to the east of KG Marcks. 1st Armored was ordered to follow. They fueled as well. 

Marcks failed to activate so 15th Panzer will not be able to avoid defensive battle. The 21st Panzer fired artillery in a vain attempt to neutralize the 7th Med. artillery, which has been interfering with the minefield removal. 

The 9th Med. must have been shaken up from the bombardment, because its barrage had no effect on the 21st Panzergrenadier. 68th Med. artillery fired a barrage against the 61st Trento regiment. The 61st regiment became disorganized. 121st Field artillery fired on the 7th engineer regiment, but the barrage had no effect. The 104th and 11th Artilleries in the north of the line fired a barrage against the Italian 1st engineer regiment. The Italians became disorganized. 

1st Armored and 10th Armored divisions fired artillery against the Marcks group. The 15th Panzer Division became disorganized. The two armored divisions followed up with a hard-hitting frontal attack. The attack was uneventful as both sides attempted to maneuver to cut losses.

19-21 June 1942
Aircraft at the Crete airbases were refitted. The Bf-109’s and Bf-110’s at King’s Cross were overhauled. [1T] Italian fighters at El Aden were refueled. [1T] Supply from Sicily was shipped across the Mediterranean and unloaded in port at Tripoli. [2SP]

Coastal vessels moved supply from Tripoli to Tobruk, Bardia, Gazala, and Bomba. [2SP] Ju-52’s flew into DAK airbase with supply. [1SP]

The Italian GGFF Division advanced to Ben Tenegar. Supply trucks from the Marble arches delivered cargo to Bir Gibni. [4SP1T] Italian 340th Artillery regiment advanced to Knights Bridge. 

Two squadrons of fighters were sent to sweep the aircraft at Buqbuq. A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks scrambled and engaged the Italians. The British pilots were overwhelmed and landed at Buqbuq. The Italian fighters returned to El Aden. 

Two squadrons of Luftwaffe fighters from King’s Cross, flew a sweep mission at Bir Enba. A squadron of Hurricanes took to the air. After the initial engagement, the Hurricanes decided to abort and put down safely at Bir Enba. The Messerschmitts returned to King’s Cross.

The British 9th Med. artillery was ordered to barrage the 104th PG regiment. The barrage had no effect. The British 68th Med. artillery fired on the 7th Special engineers. The barrage had no effect. The 121st Field artillery and brigade artillery fired at the Lehr battalion in minefields. The Luftwaffe unit became disorganized.

Cruwell ordered his artillery to fire at the 151st Infantry Brigade. The barrage had no effect.

The Italian 7th Speciale engineer regiment has successfully removed the mines from the desert area south of el Hamra. 

The Kittyhawks at Buqbuq and the Hurricanes at Bir Enba were refueled for operation. [2T] A squadron of Hurricane Mk II’s was received as reinforcements and was stationed at Bir Enba. A squadron of Kittyhawks was rebuilt with replacements and assigned to patrol at the airbase between Sidi Barrani and Mersa Matruh.

The 150th Infantry Brigade was rebuilt at Sidi Barrani. 6th Australian Divisional trucks were returned from the Near East. They debarked at Suez and were reassigned to the 5th Indian Division. 

WDR moved supply from Alexandria to 13th Corps. Coastal transports brought personnel replacements from Alexandria to Sidi Barrani. Supply from the Delta was brought to Mersa Matruh with coastal vessels. [1T] Trucks carrying supply arrived at Sidi Barrani. [1SP] 

The Indian 18th Infantry Brigade fueled at Alexandria and moved forward along the coastal road to Garawla. 2nd New Zealand Divisional trucks moved to the Commonwealth rear area. Commonwealth supply trucks delivered cargo to 13th Corps. [1SP3T] 

Italian artillery was ordered to fire at the Indian 9th Brigade. The Infantry brigade became disorganized.

7th Med. Artillery was ordered to barrage the 104th Panzergrenadier Regiment. The German units became disorganized. 68th Med. artillery battalion issued fire against the 61st Regiment. The Italians became disorganized. 121st field artillery and brigade artillery fired on the Lehr battalion. The 2-25th Flak was wrecked and the Luftwaffe Paratroopers disrupted. 

The 7th and 9th Indian Infantry Brigades joined forces with the7th brigade and attacked the Luftwaffe parachute battalion. The Lehr battalion was destroyed. 

22-25 June 1942
Weather Conditions: Sandstorms are sweeping across the region of North Africa. No aircraft flight is possible and troop maneuver will be difficult at best. –End transmission.

The transport aircraft in Crete were refitted, but were not able to fly to the North African continent due to the severe weather. 

The transport ships from Sicily arrived at Tripoli with supply and Italian troop and equipment replacements. [1SP1T] Coastal transport moved supply from Tripoli to Tobruk, Bardia, Gazala, and Bomba. [2SP] Axis truck convoys pushed through the sandstorms and delivered supply to Bir Gibni. [1SP] Trucks also moved cargo from Tobruk to Bir Gibni. [2T] Other units made very little progress.

Additional Commonwealth trucks arrived at Suez to reinforce the transport system. The WDR delivered supply to 13th Corps. [1SP] Personnel replacements that were slated for the North African Theater debarked at Alexandria.

5th Indian divisional trucks moved out of Suez, despite the sandstorms, and drove forward stopping in El Alamein. Coastal vessels delivered supply to Mersa Matruh. [1T] Personnel replacements also embarked on coastal vessels and arrived at Sidi Barrani. 

26-28 June 1942
From High Command: To General Rommel, CO of Deutches Afrika Korps: The Fliegerkorps has been oredered to redeploy to the Eastern Front for use during the coming summer offensive. You will have to make success with the aircraft that you currently have at your disposal. –End

A major overhaul of aircraft belonging to the Luftwaffe and Regia Aeronautica was made across the theater. [2SP3T] Supply from Sicily was loaded onto freighters and debarked at the port facilities in Tripoli. [2SP] 

Ju-52’s from Crete landed at the DAK airbase with supply. [1SP] Two squadrons of Ju-88’s from Crete flew to Sidi Barrani to strike the Commonwealth aircraft, which are presumably grounded. The Luftwaffe bombers encountered heavy flak and took some losses. The mission dropped its payload on the target and reduced the airbase. [to level 1]  Also several Kittyhawks and Hurricane Mk I’s were destroyed on the ground.

A squadron of Stukas was sent to barrage the airstrip at Bir Enba. No Flak was encountered by the mission. The bombardment managed to destroy part of a squadron of Hurricane Mk-II’s.

A squadron of He-111’s was ordered to barrage the British airstrip at Buqbuq. There was no flak but the barrage failed to find the target. All of the Heinkel bombers returned to base in Crete.

Loaded truck convoys arrived at Bir Gibni and unloaded their cargo. [5SP2T] Coastal transports from Tripoli arrived at Tobruk, where they unloaded Italian personnel and equipment replacements and supply. [1T] Supply ships also moved cargo from the Tripoli dumps to Bardia, Gazala, and Bomba. [1SP] 

Italian 6th antitank battalion advanced along the Trigh el Abd to Gadd el Ahmar. The GGFF Division moved to Bir el Gubi in strategic mode.

A squadron of Ju-87’s was ordered to barrage the British units in Hedgehogs to the south of the Trigh el Abd, near el Hamra. The barrage made it through safely but failed to damage the target. 

7th Med. artillery battalion barraged the 104th PG regiment, which continues to work on the landmines. The barrage had no effect. The 68th Med. artillery was also ordered to fire at the 61st Infantry Regiment (Italian). This also had no effect. 104th and 11th RHA artillery battalions fired on the Italian 1st Special engineer regiment. The engineers became disorganized as a result. 

KG Wechmar was ordered to issue a barrage against the British units in hedgehog defenses to the south of the Trigh el Abd, where the minefield has been removed. The 7th Infantry Brigade was hit hard, took losses, and became disorganized.

General Maletti activated and fueled the Ariete Division, which moved into position against the 7th Infantry in hedgehogs. The 7th Brigade was wrecked and the Ariete sacrificed the Nizza armored car battalion. The Italians captured the defensive position. 

The 21st Panzer’s 104th Regiment successfully removed the minefield at Sofafi.

Aircraft at the Alexandria airbases were completely overhauled. A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks was refueled at Buqbuq. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II’s was refitted at Sidi Barrani, along with a squadron of Kittyhawks. The Kittyhawks based at the airstrip at Maktila was reconditioned. Two squadrons of Hurricane Mk-II’s were refitted at the airstrips at Bir Enba and to the south of Trigh el Abd. The Kittyhawks and Hurricanes at the WDA airbase were refitted. Fighters at Garawla, Qasaba, and Gasal Station were overhauled. [2SP1T] 

7th Infantry Brigade was rebuilt at Sidi Barrani. The 161st Infantry Brigade returned to North Africa after service in Syria. It arrived at Suez and debarked. The WDR railed supply from the 13th Corps HQ to Mersa Matruh. [1SP] Personnel replacements were shipped along the coast to Sidi Barrani. 

13th Corps HQ decided that it was time to pull back. It fueled up and relocated to Bir el Kenayis. 2nd Free French Brigade built defensive positions on the Trigh el Abd 10 miles behind Sofafi. Jock Campbell and the 7th Armored Division fueled and pulled back about 50 miles along the Trigh el Abd. 1st Armored and 10th Armored divisions followed suit and pulled back about 50 miles along the track that runs parallel just to the south of the Trigh el Abd.

2nd Armored Car Battalion fueled and joined Campbell and the 7th Armored. The 121st Field artillery battalion and the LRDG pulled back to the intersection of the track and the Trigh el Abd about 20 miles east of Picadilly Circus.

Indian 9th Brigade moved back to the road intersection in the canyon near Picadilly Circus. Indian 7th Brigade pulled back to cover the 9th Brigade’s left flank.

Indian 18th Brigade moved to cover the track east of Mingar Qaim. 21st Indian Brigade was moved to the 18th’s right to plug the hole in the escarpment. The 7th Infantry fueled at Sidi Barrani and rejoined the 7th Armored Division. The Australian 9th fueled and moved from Sidi Barrani to a position 15 miles southeast of Picadilly Circus. Supply from Bir Enba was evacuated with Commonwealth trucks to Mersa Matruh. [3SP]

The 104th and 11th RHA issued a barrage against the Italian engineers working on the minefield at the location north of Sofafi. The engineers became disorganized. The 9th Med. artillery battalion ordered a barrage against the Italian 61st Infantry regiment. The barrage had no ill effects. 68th Med. artillery firs a barrage at the 104th Panzergrenadier regiment. This also had no effect.

29-30 June 1942
A squadron of Hurricane Mk-I fighters at Sidi Barrani was refitted. [1T] Also a squadron of Mk-II’s was repaired at Bir Enba. [1T] 121st Field artillery and the LRDG moved back to 13th Corps. WDR moved supply from Alexandria to Mersa Matruh. Personnel replacements were shipped from Alexandria to Mersa Matruh and Sidi Barrani.

Commonwealth truck convoys were sent to Suez for supply. Trucks transferred cargo from Alexandria to Mersa Matruh. [1SP] New Zealand 2nd Divisional trucks moved to Sidi Barrani. 5th Indian divisional trucks moved to Sidi Barrani. 161st Infantry Brigade fueled at Suez and traveled to Mersa Matruh. 

A squadron of Beaufighters was sent to interdict to the south of the Trigh el Abd 10 miles south of Bir Enba. A second squadron of Beaufighters was ordered to interdict the track west of Bir Khamsa.  A squadron of Baltimore bombers was sent to interdict the area behind Picadilly Circus. Two squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV bombers were sent to interdict Picadilly Circus and Bir Khamsa. 

Indian 9th Brigade constructed a hedgehog on the Trigh el Abd 15 miles north of Bir Khamsa. 7th Med. artillery battalion was ordered to fire on the 104th Panzergrenadier regiment.  The barrage had negligible effects. 68th Med. artillery issued a barrage against the Italian 61st Infantry Regiment working on the minefields. This barrage also had no effect.

Australian 24th Brigade was released from reserve and pulled back to the 13th Corps. 

Two squadrons of Ju-88’s, two squadrons of Ju-52’s and a squadron of He-111’s were refueled at the Crete airbases. Two squadrons of Stukas were rearmed at Maraura and Bomba, respectively. [2T] The 4th San Marco Marine battalion was rebuilt at DAK HQ.

With the departure of the Fliegerkorps, the Malta interdiction has improved in its success, and no supply made it across the Mediterranean Sea this week. Coastal shipping exhausted the Tripoli dumps and delivered the supply to Tobruk, Bardia, Gazala, and Bomba. [2SP]

Ju-52’s landed at DAK with supply from Crete. [2T] Axis Trucks delivered supply from Tobruk, Gazala, and Bomba to Bir Gibni. [2SP] Convoys also loaded cargo from the Marble Arches to deliver to forward dumps. [4SP1T]

The Bignami Raggruppamento fueled and moved to the right of Wechmar. A squadron of MC.202’s was sent to attack the Beaufighters near Bir Khamsa. The Beaufighters were shot up rather badly and the remnant limped back to Alexandria. The GGFF Division arrived at Gabr Saleh. 

A squadron of MC.202’s was sent to assail the Beaufighters that were interdicting Maletti’s Raggruppamento. The Italian Folgores took several losses before chasing the Beaufighters away. Several of the British aircraft were lost as well.

Rommel fueled the 21st Panzer and moved to the south flank of the line. The Von Konen Kommando battalion advanced to the southern part of the front line and stopped at Bir Dignash. 201st and 202nd Bersaglieri MC companies fueled and moved to the position to the east of Von Konen’s Kommandos. 

7th and 68th Med. artillery battalions were ordered to barrage Maletti and the Ariete Division. The 2nd Light battalion was destroyed while the remaining Ariete units became disorganized.

Cruwell was ordered to barrage the British 150th Brigade. The British units became disorganized and the 150th took heavy casualties. Wechmar was ordered to barrage the British units holed up in defensive positions on the point of the Trigh el Abd. The British 16th Brigade became disorganized. 

In the ensuing attack the 16th Brigade was obliterated. Elements of the Ariete Division advanced and captured the defensive positions. Schutte attacked the British 50th Division along the coastal road. The Axis attack was overpowering and the 69th Brigade took heavy losses. Both the 150th and 69th Infantry brigades were forced to retreat toward Buqbuq. 

Rommel activated and advanced the 21st Panzer through Bir Khamsa to meet the Indian brigades. The 21st Panzer surrounded the Indian 7th Brigade. KG Voss advanced toward the front lines with their artillery. 

A squadron of He-111’s was sent to hip shoot the lone Indian brigade. The Heinkel bombers luckily evaded flak from the British fighters and ground fire. The bombers failed to damage the target. A squadron of Ju-88’s was called in for some more hip shoot. This also had no effect. 

The 155th Artillery regiment issued a barrage against the Indian brigade, but the stalwart infantry refused to become disrupted. The 21st Panzer went ahead with the attack. Heavy casualties took Indian Brigade the 7th out of action.

1-4 July 1942
News Report: Spain has joined the Axis in the war. General Franco has become convinced that the Axis will be victorious. 

Three squadrons of Ju-52 transports were refitted at the Crete airbases. A squadron of Ju-88’s and He-111’s were overhauled as well. MC.202 fighters were refitted at Bir el Gubi and Gasr el Abid. [2T] 

The Nizza armored car battalion was rebuilt for the Ariete Division at Tobruk. The Italian 31st Assault engineers was also rebuilt at Tobruk. The Lehr Parachute battalion was rebuilt at Tobruk. 155th Regiment (90th Leicht) was converted to a Panzergrenadier regiment. 

A new squadron of Bf-109 Friedrichs was released and stationed at Gasr el Arid. A new squadron of Bf-109 Gustavs was received and put on patrol Amseet. A new squadron of MC.200’s and another squadron of MC.202’s was received as reinforcements and stationed at the airbase at Gasr el Abid. 

Supply and reinforcements arrived in port at Tripoli where they debarked. [1SP2T] Supply from the Marble Arches was delivered to the stockyard at Bir Gibni. [4SP1T] 

The Nizza armored car battalion fueled at Tobruk and rejoined the Ariete Division in the hedgehog positions on the Sidi Barrani line. The Italian 6th antitank battalion arrived at Bir Hacheim. 340th Artillery Regiment advanced to Bir Scefsciuf. 31st Assault battalion pulled out of Tobruk and moved along the Trigh Capuzzo to the escarpments. 

The GGFF Division moved to Bir Sheferzan. Ju-52’s landed with supply at the DAK airbase. [3T] The Italian GGF Infantry Regiment advanced toward the defensive positions of the Indian 3rd Brigade to the north of the Trigh el Abd. KG Bach fueled and pulled ahead to link up with the GGF Regiment. 

The 1-5 Panzer battalion fueled and joined the 200th Pioneer battalion, which pulled around to flank the Commonwealth unit. General Maletti and a detachment of the Ariete Division, pulled in to confront the Indian 9th Brigade. The Italian 61st Infantry Regiment advanced to join Maletti.

The 190th Artillery Regiment (90th Leicht) cut through Halfaya Pass to catch up with the rest of the division. It is moving by leg to conserve fuel. KG Voss advanced to Khamsa. Von Konen’s company of Kommandos advanced to support KG Voss. KG Wechmar advanced forward to the immediate south of El Hamra. 

KG Schutte advanced past Sidi el Augeam to pursue the weakened 50th Division. 104th and 5th RHA artillery battalions issued fires against KG Schutte. The barrage had no effect. 7th Med. Artillery fired at the location where Rommel was believed to be located. The 21st Panzer units became disorganized and the 15th MC battalion was wrecked. 68th Med. artillery battalion was ordered to fire on the 1-5 Panzer battalion. These units also became disorganized.

KG Wechmar issued a barrage against the 9th Indian Brigade, which was set up in defensive positions. The barrage had no effect. Schutte continued with the 90th Leicht’s attack against the British 50th. Both the 69th and 150th Brigades were eliminated. After the 66th Infantry Regiment (Trieste) advanced, the 151st Brigade was isolated.

Rommel went forward with his plan to attack the surrounded Indian unit. The 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion as wrecked but the 9th Indian was also eliminated. The Axis captured the hedgehog. 

Two squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV’s and a squadron of Baltimore bommbers returned to base in Alexandria from interdiction missions. There they were refitted. Two squadrons of Beaufighters were overhauled at the Alexandria bases. A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks was rearmed at the airstrip behind Khamsa. 

69th Infantry Brigade was rebuilt at Sidi Barrani. The 150th Infantry Brigade was rebuilt at Sidi Barrani. 5th Indian Brigade and British 16th Brigade were rebuilt at Alexandria. Indian 7th Brigade was rebuilt at Mersa Matruh. 

69th Brigade pulled back to the hedgehogs along the coastal road (via Balbia). 104th and 11th RHA battalions bugged out to the escarpments along the coastal road west of Mersa Matruh. 11th Royal Marines battalion pulled back to the coastal road behind the hedgehogs east of Sidi Barrani. 

South African 2nd Division fueled and retreated to Gasl Station. South African 1st Division fueled and pulled back to the track behind Mingar Qaim. New Zealand 2nd Division fueled and pulled back to the track near Bir el Hukuma. 7th Med. Artillery fueled and pulled back to the track along the escarpment below Sidi Haneish.

Indian 3rd Division fueled and pulled back the WDA airbase, where it joined the Sudanese battalion. The French CAC antitank battalion fueled and retreated to the Balbia highway. The 2nd Free French brigade pulled back to the low hills below Nibeiwa. 1st Free French Brigade retreated to the track at Bir Talab. 68th Med. Artillery fueled and retreated to the escarpment below Sidi Haneish.

The British 150th Brigade fueled and pulled out of Sidi Barrani, moving back to Mersa Matruh.  The 1st Battalion Free French artillery unit fueled and pulled back to Ghazel Station. Indian 5th Division fueled and retreated from Sidi Barrani to the location where the 7th and 68th Med. Artillery battalions were set up. 30th Corps HQ fueled up and pulled back to El Alamein. 

KDG armored car battalion fueled and retreated to Bir Talab. The Guides armored car battalion (10th Armored) fueled and pulled out and traveled back to the track south of Mingar Qaim. 2nd armored car battalion fueled and retreated to the track north of Bir Talab. 10th Armored Division fueled and retreated where it linked up with the Guides Battalion. 

1st Armored Division fueled and moved back to the track behind Bir Talab. 7th Armored Division fueled and retreated to positions behind Bir Talab. 121st Field artillery battalion fueled and pulled back to link up with 1st Armored Division. The LRDG retreated to reinforce the 10th Armored Division along the track at Bir Talab. 13th Corps HQ fueled and moved to its new location at Maaten Baggush. 

A squadron of Kittyhawks from Buqbuq was sent out to interdict the Trigh el Abd. A Squadron of Hurricanes from Bir Enba re-based to Sidi Haneish, while the other squadron re-based to the airstrip at Qotifya. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighter re-based from the Khamsa airstrip to Maaten Baggush, while the P-40 Kittyhawks re-based to Fuka. 

5-7 July 1942
A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks returned to base at Qasaba from its interdiction mission. The P-40’s were refueled. [1T] 150th Infantry Brigade received replacements at Mersa Matruh. Three new squadrons of Blenheim bombers arrived at Alexandria and a squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighter-bombers. 

95th antitank battalion fueled at Sidi Barrani and moved to Maaten Baggush. The Yugoslavian Guards Infantry battalion pulled out of Sidi Barrani along the coastal road. The 2nd Free French Brigade pulled back to safety, behind the hedgehog defenses on the coastal road. 

A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks was sent on an interdiction mission along the Trigh el Abd near Picadilly Circus. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-I’s re-based from Sidi Barrani to Ghazel Station. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II’s re-based to Sidi Haneish. A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks re-based from Sidi Barrani to Fuka. 

WDR moved supply from Alexandria to Fuka. [1SP] Commonwealth trucks rescued the supply left behind at Sidi Barrani and recovered it to Mersa Matruh. [3T] 

A mission of P-40 Kittyhawks and Bristol Beaufighters was sent to interdict along the Trigh el Abd. A mission of Hurricane Mk-I fighters and Boston Bombers was sent to interdict along the railroad tracks 30 miles east of Bir Enba. 

The 40th RTR 46th RTR and 50th RTR armored battalions arrived as reinforcements at Alexandria, along with personnel and equipment replacements. Personnel replacements also debarked at Port Said. 

The Ju-52 transport aircraft at the Crete airbases were overhauled. The 15th MC battalion (21st Panzer) was rebuilt at Tobruk. Supply from Sicily arrived in port at Tripoli and was unloaded to the stockyards. 

The 66th Infantry Regiment (Trieste) captured an abandoned Sidi Barrani. A squadron of Bf-109’s re-based from Amseet to Sidi Barrani. Von Konen’s company of kommandos captured an abandoned airfield east of Bir Khamsa. A squadron of Bf-109’s re-based from Gasr Arid to this new airstrip. KG Voss advanced to the airstrip as well.

The Italian 8th Bersaglieri Infantry regiment and the 15th Pioneer battalion (15th Panzer occupied Bir Khamsa. Italian 61st Infantry regiment (Trento) advanced along the Trigh el Abd to Picadilly Circus where it ran into British aircraft interdiction. The GFF Infantry Regiment advanced along the Trigh el Abd headlong into British aircraft. KG Wechmar advanced along the road to the south of Bir Enba. KG Graf advanced along the Trigh el Abd to the outskirts of el Hamra. The Italian GGFF Division moved into el Hamra. 

90th Leicht Division fueled and advanced along the coastal road and captured Maktila. 288th Sondervonland captured Buqbuq. A squadron of Bf-109’s from Bu Amud re-based to Maktila. A squadron of Bf-109’s re-based to Buqbuq. 

65th Infantry Regiment (Trieste) moved into Alam Hammid. 31st Assault battalion moved to Ft. Capuzzo. The Lehr parachute battalion moved to Baheira. 778th Landing company advanced to Gabr Saleh. Coastal vessels moved supply from Tripoli to Tobruk. [1SP] The 125th Infantry Regiment (165th Leicht) arrived at Bardia via coastal shipping. 556th Assault Gun Battalion (Littorio) arrived at Sidi Barrani by coastal shipping vessels. Supply from Tripoli was shipped to Gazala and Bomba. [2T] 

8-11 July 1942
The British interdiction aircraft returned safely from their mission. The Bombers at Alexandria were refitted. Two squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks were refueled at Mersa Matruh and a squadron of Hurricane Mk-I fighters was refueled at WD airbase. [2T]

A new squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighter-bombers was received as reinforcements at Alexandria. 7th Hussars armored car battalion and 24th Armored battalion arrived in port at Alexandria as reinforcements. The Skinner armored car battalion was rebuilt at Mersa Matruh.

The WDR delivered supply to the siding at Mersa Matruh. [1SP] Commonwealth trucks moved cargo from Alexandria to 30th Corps at El Alamein. [1SP] Truck convoys also loaded supply from Suez and returned as far as Cairo. [2SP] 

40th RTR 46th RTR and 50th RTR fueled at Alexandria and moved forward along the coastal road to El Daba. Personnel replacements at Port Said moved to Mersa Matruh with coastal shipping vessels. The Yugoslavian Guards battalion linked up with the 11th Royal Marine battalion to defend the opening in the escarpment to the coastal road. 

The Blenheim Mk-IV bombers at Alexandria re-based to the airbase at Cairo. Three squadrons of fighters were sent to sweep the Luftwaffe fighters at Maktila. A squadron of Bf-109 Gustavs took off from the airstrip and met the Hurricanes. The Messerschmitts were overwhelmed by the superior number of British aircraft and aborted their scramble. 

A squadron of Kittyhawks was sent to interdict the Trigh el Abd at the crossroad intersection with the Sidi Barrani track. There was no flak or resistance, initially.

A Squadron of Bf-109’s at Maktila was refitted. [1T] Supply shipped from Sicily arrives at Tripoli and was unloaded. [3SP] Enroute, the Axis ships were attacked by the Commonwealth forces at Malta and approximately 25 percent of the cargo went to the bottom of the Sea. 

A squadron of Bf-109’s was sent on a mission to counter the Commonwealth interdiction along the Trigh El Abd. The P-40’s were forced to abort after engaging with the Messerschmitts.

The Italian 61st Infantry regiment and the 200th Pioneer battalion (21st Panzer) took the lead and advanced along the Trigh el Abd toward Bir el Kenayis. GGF regiment advanced and occupied the intersection of the Trigh el Abd and the track from Sidi Barrani. The 8th Bersaglieri Infantry Regiment and the 33rd Pioneer battalion (15th Panzer) advanced parallel to the GGF about 15 miles south.  

The Luftwaffe 1-43rd Flak battalion and the 1st Speciale engineer regiment advanced along the Trigh el Abd toward Picadilly Circus. KG Graf moved to Picadilly Circus. 7th Speciale engineers advanced along the track to Bir Khamsa. The GGFF Division advanced along the road to a position approximately 20 miles behind the lead units. 

288th Sonderverband Kommandos advanced to the track south of Sidi Barrani. KG Cruwell advanced to Sidi Sammalus. KG Bach fueled up and advanced along the Trigh el Abd to a position 5 miles west of Bir el Kenayis. 

German 125th Infantry Regiment advanced from Bardia to Halfway House. 31st Assault engineers moved along the highway to el Hamra. Coastal vessels arrived at Bardia with the 4th Med. Tank battalion. The 554th AG battalion debarked at Sidi Barrani after coastal vessels docked. 

Supply was shipped from Tripoli to Tobruk on Italian freighters. [1SP] More supplies were shipped to port facilities at Gazala, Derna, and Benghazi. [1SP] Ju-52’s from Crete landed at the DAK airbase near el Mechili with cargo. [1SP]

Truck convoys loaded with cargo and supplies arrived at Bir Gibni [6SP2T] The Italian 10th Corps engineers improved the airbase at King’s Cross. [Level 2]

KG Graf activated and moved forward to join GGF regiment. 

12-14 July 1942
A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters at Sidi Haneish was refitted. [1T] A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks was refueled at Mersa Matruh and a squadron of Hurricane Mk-I fighters rearmed at WD airbase. [2T] The Blenheim Mk-IV’s at Cairo were overhauled. [1T]

26th Infantry Brigade arrived at Alexandria as reinforcements. Additional trucks were added to the Commonwealth convoy at Suez. Personnel replacements debarked at Port Said. 

Two squadrons of Hurricane Mk-I fighters went out to sweep the Luftwaffe fighters at the airstrip near Bir Khamsa. A squadron of Bf-109’s scrambled and met them overhead. Both sides terminated their missions after initial contact. Three squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks went out on interdiction spread out along the Axis front. 

The 151st Brigade continued to move back toward friendly lines. 11th Hussars Armored car battalion fueled at Alexandria and advanced to rejoin the 7th Armored Division. The 24th Armored Brigade fueled at Alexandria and advanced to Maaten Baggush. 

Supply from Alexandria was railed to the 30th Corps HQ. [1SP] Commonwealth Truck transports delivered supply from Alexandria to Maaten Baggush. [1SP] Cargo in convoy from Suez arrived at Maaten Baggush and was unloaded from the supply trucks. [2SP]

The KDG armored car battalion fueled and moved forward to spot the lead units of KG Bach.  A mission of Wellington Bombers from Alexandria was sent to attack the lead units of the Axis advance. The Germans became disorganized.

A squadron of Bf-109’s attacked the lead squadron of P-40’s on interdiction. An intense aerial battle ensued, and both sides took substantial losses before aborting. The Gustavs returned to Maktila and the P-40’s to Mersa Matruh.

Four squadrons of Ju-52’s were overhauled at the airbase facilities on Crete. The forward airstrips refueled and repaired three squadrons of Bf-109’s. [3T] Supply and German personnel replacements from Sicily arrived at Tripoli and debarked. [3SP2T]

Italian freighters delivered supply from Tripoli to Sidi Barrani, Tobruk, Bardia, Gazala, Bomba, Derna, and Benghazi. [3SP]

Ju-52’s landed at the DAK airbase and unloaded cargo. [1SP] A squadron of Bf-109’s was sent to chase away Commonwealth interdiction aircraft. The Luftwaffe pilots found the P-40’s and engaged them briefly. The British units quickly aborted to base at Mersa Matruh. Another squadron of Bf-109’s was sent to chase off the last remaining Kittyhawk unit interdicting the Axis front lines. After an aerial battle in which both sides lost aircraft, the Luftwaffe aborted. 

KG Schutte and 90th Leicht fueled and advanced along the coastal via Balbia to within 10 miles of the Commonwealth outpost. The Sonderverband battalion was closely following. Trieste Division linked with KG Cruwell, which advanced along the Coastal road with 90th Leicht’s 155th artillery regiment. 12th Littorio infantry regiment moved to Buqbuq. 51st and 12th Littorio tank battalions and 5th Med. Battalion, fueled and rejoined the newly arrived elements of Littorio Division at Sidi Barrani.  1st Med. Tank battalion fueled and advanced to Halfaya Pass to prevent the Commonwealth from breaking out of Sollum. 11th Tank battalion (Trieste) fueled and joined the rest of the division under KG Cruwell. The Lehr paratroop battalion arrived at Halfway House. 

Along the Trigh el Abd, the Ariete Division fueled and advanced in two groups, one with General Maletti, and the other with Raggruppamento Bignami. GGFF Division and 61st Infantry regiment advanced to the front. KG Graf moved forward along the Trigh el Abd, along with the 1st Speciale engineers and the 2-43rd flak battalion. 

German 125th Infantry Regiment advanced to El Hamra. Rommel and the 21st Panzer fueled and advanced to the rear of the front lines on the right side of the Trigh el Abd. The 15th Panzer under KG Marcks fueled up and advanced along Rommel’s right flank. 

KG Wechmar activated and continued to advance with artillery along the Trigh el Abd.

15-18 July 1942
Two squadrons of P-40’s were overhauled at Mersa Matruh. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters was refueled at Sidi Haneish and another squadron of Kittyhawks was refitted at Fuka. [3T]

The supply dump near the WD airbase was blown leaving about half of it intact. [1SP] A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters was joined by a squadron of British P-40’s on a fighter sweep at the Bir Khamsa airstrip. The Luftwaffe met the Commonwealth mission and engaged in a furious aerial battle. After both sides took many losses, everyone aborted. 

A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks was sent to interdict at Bir el Kenayis. The British fighter-bombers managed to evade flak and continued the mission. A second squadron of Kittyhawks interdicted the area along the Trigh el Abd approximately 10 miles east of the first mission. A third squadron was sent to interdict the coastal via Balbia about 30 miles west of Mersa Matruh.

The Railroad moved supply to the 30th Corps HQ at El Alamein. [1SP] Supply trucks convoying from Suez arrived at Maaten Baggush with cargo. [2SP] Commonwealth truck transports also loaded supply at Alexandria and moved it to 30th Corps. [1SP] Trucks from Suez delivered their cargo to Mersa Matruh. [2T]

26th Infantry Brigade fueled and moved to El Alamein to garrison 30th Corps HQ. The 24th Infantry Brigade of the Desert Rats constructed hedgehog defensive positions blocking the entry to the escarpments to the south of the Commonwealth position. 

The 1st Armored division constructed hedgehogs at the track further south to block Axis advance. The Indian Brigades constructed hedgehogs behind the position at Bir el Hukuma. The French constructed hedgehogs along the coastal road leading through the escarpments. 

A mission of bombers made up of four squadrons on Wellingtons was sent to strike the airstrip at Bir Khamsa. The Wellingtons did not encounter flak and performed their barrage. All of the Messerschmitts were destroyed.

KG Graf and Wechmar both activated and were able to advance forward along the Trigh el Abd. Commonwealth interdiction slowed them down considerably though. A squadron of Bf-109’s re-based from Libyan Omar to Sidi Barrani. A squadron of MC.202’s from Regia Aeronautic re-based from Bir el Gubi to Bir Enba.

A squadron of Bf-109’s was refueled at Sidi Barrani. [1T] The Ju-52 transports were refitted at Crete. Italian aircraft at Benina was also refitted. [1T] Some of the Italian Freighters were lost during an attempt to bring supply across the Mediterranean to the port in Tripoli. Some cargo did make the harrowing trip though, and unloaded at Tripoli. [3SP] 

Coastal shipping vessels loaded cargo at Tripoli and delivered it to the port facilities at Tobruk, Bardia, Gazala, Bomba, and Benghazi. [3SP] Supply and German army personnel replacements boarded Axis trucks at Tripoli and began their advance to the front lines. [3SP] 

DAK HQ fueled and advanced along the Trigh el Abd to set up its base of operations.  The Italian 340th Artillery regiment and the 4th San Marco Marine battalion joined the DAK as a garrison. Ju-52’s landed at DAK airbase and unloaded supply. [1SP] Axis trucks picked up supply from DAK airbase, Tobruk and Derna, which was subsequently moved to Bir Gibni. [2SP2T] 

The Lehr parachute battalion and the German 125th Infantry regiment moved along the Trigh el Abd to Picadilly Circus. 12th Littorio infantry advanced to Sidi Barrani where it met up with the rest of the division.  

19-21 July 1942
All of the interdiction fighter-bombers returned to their respective bases and refitted. [3T] The Wellington squadrons at Aboukir were rearmed. The British 131st Infantry Brigade was released as reinforcements and sailed to Alexandria where it debarked. Also the 5th Royal Horse Artillery battalion unloaded at Alexandria. 7th Indian Brigade [4th Div.] accepted replacements at Mersa Matruh.

Supply moved along the railroad to Maaten Baggush. [1SP] Commonwealth supply trucks transported cargo from Alexandria to Mersa Matruh. [2T] Personnel replacements moved onboard coastal vessels from Port Said to Mersa Matruh.

Indian 21st and 29th Infantry Brigades completed hedgehogs at the defensive positions along the escarpments behind Mingar Qaim and Bir Taleb. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters joined forces with a sqaudron of P-40’s to sweep the Italian fighters based at Bir Khamsa airstrip. After a brief encounter both sides aborted to their home bases. 

A second mission of fighters was sent to sweep the Regia Aeronautica fighters on patrol at airstrip at Bir Enba. A squadron of MC.202’s scrambled and fended off the British fighters. In the end both sides aborted without loss. Two squadrons of Kittyhawks were sent to interdict along the Axis front lines approaching Bir el Kenayis. Two additional squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV bombers were also sent to provide interdiction.

24th armored brigade fueled and joined the 7th Armored Division. A squadron of Baltimore bombers was sent to interdict along the coastal road via Balbia. The mission weathered flak and continued the interdiction.

The Regia Aeronautica used resources to refit aircraft. A squadron of MC.202’s was refitted at Bir Enba. [1T] A squadron of MC.200’s at El Khamsa also refueled. [1T] The Luftwaffe transport aircraft based on Crete were also refitted. 

Supply enroute from Sicily arrived at Tripoli and was unloaded and moved to the stockyards. Some of the cargo was lost due to the interdiction of British forces based on Malta. 

The CAM HQ fueled and moved from Gasr el Abid to Sidi Barrani. DAK HQ fueled and moved forward to the intersection of the Trigh el Abd and the Bir Enba Telegraph track. The Lehr parachute battalion advanced along the Trigh el Abd to Bir el Kenayis. 288th Sonderverband Kommando Regiment joined KG Schutte. KG Voss advanced to the intersection of the tracks approximately 30 miles behind the front lines. 

Cargo from Tripoli was shipped to the port facilities in Tobruk. [1SP] Coastal ships also moved supply from Tripoli to Sidi Barrani, Bardia, Gazala, and Benghazi. [2SP]

Two squadrons of Ju-87’s were re-based from Bomba and Maraura to Libyan Omar and Baheira, respectively. Ju-52 transports from Crete landed safely at DAK airbase with supply. [1SP] 

A squadron of MC.202’s from Gasr el Abid was sent to get the Blenheims on interdiction to the south of the main road. Both sides aborted without incident. Another squadron of MC.200’s went after the Blenheims operating outside of Bir el Kenayis. The British pilots kept their nerve and after an intense battle, where both sides took losses, everyone aborted. 

22-25 July 1942
A squadron of Kittyhawks returned to Qasaba from an interdiction mission, and another one to Mersa Matruh. Both squadrons were overhauled. [2T] A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters was refitted at Maaten Baggush. [1T] A squadron of Kittyhawks at Fuka refueled. [1T] A Hurricane Mk-II squadron at the airstrip in Haneish was rearmed for flight. [1T]  A squadron of Baltimore bombers returned to Alexandria after completing its interdiction mission. The Baltimores were refitted. Two squadrons of Bristol Blenheims at Cairo were refitted and repaired. [1T] Two reduced squadrons of Blenheims were combined to form a full strength squadron.

33rd Infantry Brigade was received as reinforcements along with a squadron of Baltimore Bombers. Personnel replacements disembarked from their ship at Port Said. Other Personnel from Port Said moved to Mersa Matruh by means of coastal shipping vessels. The 131st Infantry Brigade and the 5th RHA artillery battalion fueled up at Alexandria and arrived at Maaten Baggush. 

The Indian brigades constructed defensive positions at Mingar Qaim. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters linked up with some P-40 Kittyhawks to sweep the Italians at el Khamsa. A second pair of British fighters went out to get the Italians at Bir Enba. A squadron of MC.202’s scrambled to meet them. The Italians were overwhelmed and aborted their attempt to defend themselves. 

A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks was sent to interdict the Axis troops near Bir el Kenayis. Although they encountered some flak, they stayed the course and continued their mission. Another squadron of Kittyhawks was sent to interdict near the first mission. Two squadrons of Blenheims were sent to interdict along the same areas as the first two missions. 

The Italian aircraft at Bir Enba and Bir Khamsa were refitted for flight. [2T] Also the Luftwaffe transports based on Crete were refitted to bring supply over the Mediterranean. Two squadrons of Ju-87’s were refitted at Baheira and Libyan Omar, respectively. [2T] The Italian fighters at Gasr el Abid were refueled. [1T]

Most of the Axis’ supply from Sicily ended up at the bottom of the sea. Italian personnel and equipment did make it to Tripoli as well as a nominal amount of supply. [1T] Coastal shipping vessels moves supply from Tripoli to the Ports near Tobruk and Benghazi. [3SP] Axis truck transports moved supply to the DAK HQ dump near el Hamra. 

A squadron of Bf-109’s was sent to threaten the Kittyhawks interdicting the front lines. The P-40’s were outclassed and decided to abort to Qasaba. A second mission of Bf-109’s was sent to engage the P-40’s on interdiction. The British pilots chose the better part of valor and aborted their mission. 

A third squadron of Bf-109’s went on a mission to scare away the Blenheims. Many of the Bristols were shot down as the pilots attempted to flee. Some of the bombers made it back to Cairo in one piece. A squadron of MC.202 Folgores went after the last of the British interdictors. All of the Blenheims safely aborted their mission and returned home. 

The Italian 61st Infantry Regiment and the Lehr paratrooper battalion advanced along the Trigh el Abd toward the escarpment near Bir el Hukuma. The GGFF division pulled into the pass where the Trigh el Abd cuts through the escarpment. Scouts observed a strongly entrenched Commonwealth force. 

KG Graf moved to Bir el Kenayis. KG Wechmar advanced to the left flank of Graf. KG Voss advanced with artillery along the track to the south of the Trigh el Abd. KG Schutte moved cautiously along the via Balbia toward the Commonwealth outpost. The PAI and Provisional MC battalions fueled and moved along the track to the area near Bir el Istabl. 

The 104th and 11th RHA artillery fired on KG Schutte. The artillery had no noticeable effect on the morale of the 90th Leicht.

KG Schutte, Voss, Wechmar, and Cruwell activated and moved forward. The artillery with KG Cruwell was ordered to fire on the British 151st Brigade. The British unit became disorganized. 

Wechmar was ordered to fire an artillery barrage against the Commonwealth holed up in the Bir el Hukuma defensive positions. The Commonwealth units became disorganized.

KG Schutte commenced with an attack against the 151st Brigade. The British unit was completely eliminated. Schutte advanced his troops forward. 

26-28 July 1942
The weather in North Africa turned to wind and sandstorms. El Agheila and Benghazi were effectively shut down. The sandstorm conditions also heavily affected Egypt from the Libyan border to Alexandria. 

Cargo ships transferred supply from Sicily to Tripoli. [4SP] Italian personnel replacements and equipment, along with supply, were embarked on coastal shipping vessels and moved to Tobruk. [1T] Coastal ships also moved supply from Tripoli to Bardia. [2T] 

The 12th Littorio Infantry Regiment advanced along the coastal road and linked up with KG Cruwell. Supply trucks braved the sandstorms and transferred cargo from the Bir Gibni dump to the el Hamra dump. [5SP]

The Commonwealth received a squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks as replacements. They were ordered to patrol at Qasaba when the weather cleared.  The 132nd Infantry Brigade (44th Div) debarked at Alexandria along with the divisional trucks. 2nd Greek Infantry Brigade also showed up at Alexandria. A squadron of US B-24 Bombers was sent to the airbase at Suez. The British 151st Infantry Brigade (50th Div) was rebuilt at Mersa Matruh.

British 133rd Infantry Brigade fueled at Alexandria and traveled along the coastal road through sandstorms to Gazel Station. 

29-31 July 1942
The weather cleared up and the battle for Egypt resumed. The Western Desert Airforce received a squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks as replacements. The Royal armored car battalion was rebuilt at Mersa Matruh. 65th Anti-tank battalion was rebuilt at Alexandria. 

The Greek 2nd Brigade left Alexandria and arrived at el Arab. Personnel replacements from Port Said bordered coastal ships and moved to Mersa Matruh where they debarked. 133rd Infantry Brigade moved from Ghazal Station to Gasal Station. 132nd Brigade fueled and moved with organizational trucks to Gasal Station where they joined the 133rd.  

WDR railed supply to Mersa Matruh. [1SP] 65th antitank battalion fueled at Alexandria and moved to Mersa Matruh. Supply truck delivered cargo from Suez and Alexandria to the 13th and 30th Corps HQ’s. 

A fighter sweep was ordered against the Sidi Barrani base. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters engaged a squadron of Gustavs. The Messerschmitts won as the British pilots aborted their mission. A squadron of Kittyhawks attempted to deal with the Bf-109’s but they also were forced to abort. Finally the third wave of Hurricane Mk-I’s was able to put down the exhausted Luftwaffe pilots. 

Two additional squadrons of Hurricane fighters went after the remaining Bf-109’s at Sidi Barrani. After an aerial battle, both sides aborted. Two squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks went after the Italians at the unnamed airstrip near el Khamsa. The Macchi 200’s scrambled but were quickly dispatched by the WDA. 

A squadron of Kittyhawks and Hurricanes struck the Italians fighters at Bir Enba. Both sides aborted during the battle. A squadron of Hurricanes was sent to sweep the Bf-109’s at Buqbuq. In a furious battle, all of the remaining Luftwaffe airplanes were shot down. 

A mission of fighters was sent to sweep the Italian aircraft at the Gasr el Arid airbase. A squadron of P-40 fighters, which subsequently aborted, made the initial contact. The Italians held their ground and forced the remaining aircraft to abort.

A mission of Baltimore bombers was sent to hit the Gasr el Abid airbase. All of the Baltimores were forced to abort and they took some minimal losses. A squadron of B-24 bombers was sent to barrage the supply dump at el Hamra. A squadron of Hurricane fighters escorted the Liberators. The Italians intercepted the mission with a squadron of MC.202’s and CR. 42’s. The Macchi’s were forced to abort. That left the Fiat biplanes. The CR.42’s also aborted after a taste of the Hurricane Mk-II’s. The bombing mission proceeded and hit the target, destroying a large quantity of supply. [4SP] 

A squadron of Ju-87’s was sent to barrage the fighters at Sidi Haneish. A squadron of MC.200’s escorted the Stukas. The mission safely avoided enemy flak, but failed to locate the target. A second mission of Stukas was sent to barrage the airstrip at Qasaba. They also avoided flak, but the barrage had limited effect and failed to destroy any aircraft. Ju-52’s delivered supply to the DAK airbase. [1SP]

The Luftwaffe refitted the Ju-52’s on the Island of Crete. The Luftwaffe and Regia Aeronautica were forced to overhaul aircraft at most of their forward bases, including, Sidi Barrani, Sidi Arid, El Khamsa, Bir Enba, Amseet and Baheira. [1SP2T]

The Italians took heavy losses in their attempt to push supply across the Mediterranean to Tripoli. The cargo that made it through was unloaded to the Tripoli stockyards. [2SP3T] Italian personnel replacements also journeyed across the sea to Tripoli.     

Coastal shipping vessels successfully delivered supply to Bardia, Tobruk, Benghazi, Gazala, Bomba, and Derna. [3SP] Ju-52’s landed at the airbase at Gasr el Abid where they unloaded their cargo. [1SP] Axis supply-trucks moved supply from Bir Gibni to the el Hamra area. [8SP] 

A squadron of Ju-87’s was called in to hip shoot the British units blocking the coastal road along the escarpment leading to Mersa Matruh. The British and Indian units became disorganized. Another squadron of Stukas was called in to strike the Commonwealth force blocking the road at Bir el Hukuma. These units also became disorganized. 

KG Graf advanced forward into the desert 10 miles east of Bir el Kenayis. KG Bach fueled and covered the right flank of Graf. KG Voss advanced along the telegraph track 15 miles west of the Commonwealth defenses at Bir Talab. The Italian 8th Bersaglieri and 1st Engineers advanced along the track to the outskirts of the Commonwealth bivouac.  33rd Pioneer battalion (15th PZ) advanced to the edge of the Allied camp as well. A squadron of Ju-88’s was called in to hip shoot at Bir Talab. The air strike had no effect. The effort was repeated as a squadron of He-111’s was called in to hip shoot the Commonwealth units. This time the British KDG armored car was hit. 

The Trieste division and the 12th Littorio Infantry regiment advanced to the track due west of Bir el Hukuma. Rommel fueled the 21st Panzer, which moved forward KG Voss’ left flank. 15th Panzer fueled and moved forward to support the planned attack on the Commonwealth’s south flank.

The 121st Field artillery fired impotently at the Italian. As expected, the barrage had little effect. British and Commonwealth artillery fired on the Italian Trieste division. The Italian units became disorganized as a result.  

The 33rd Pioneers battalion led the Italian regiments into battle against the KDG armored car battalion and the 1st Free French Infantry brigade. The French took heavy losses in the Axis surprise attack and subsequently retreated to the track leading through the escarpment. The Italians captured Bir Talab. 

KG Schutte attacked the Commonwealth defensive position along the coastal road. The 3rd Indian Brigade put up a valiant defense and took losses. The 90th Leicht pulled back. 

1-4 August 1942
The Axis high command shipped locomotives and rail stock to Afrika in order to reopen the railroad east of Tobruk. This is expected to become operative by 1 September 1942. 

Aircraft at the Crete airbases were overhauled. [Ju-88’s He-111’s and some of the Ju-52’s] The Ju-87 Stukas at Baheira and Amseet were rearmed. [1T] Axis shipping capability from Sicily to Tripoli was reduced somewhat, but coastal shipping remained at a high level of capacity. 

The Tripoli stockyards reported a loss of supply due to attrition. [3T] Ramcke Paratroop division boarded ships at Sicily and debarked in Tripoli as reinforcements. Supply from Tripoli was moves with coastal ships to Tobruk, Bardia, Gazala, and Bomba. [2SP] Italian personnel from Tripoli arrived at Sidi Barrani.

Ju-52’s landed at Gasr el Abid and unloaded supply. [3T] Axis trucks shifted supply from Bor Gibni to the DAK HQ. [5SP] Axis trucks also moved supply from Bardia and Tobruk to the DAK. [2SP] 

A squadron of Ju-87’s was called in to hip shoot the Australian units on the track below Mingar Qaim. They managed to evade Commonwealth flak. The barrage found its target and the Australians became disorganized. Another squadron of Ju-87’s was ordered to hip shoot the Australian 9th units to the immediate north of the initial air strike. This air strike was devastating and the 25th Brigade took losses and the entire position became disorganized. 

The 15th Panzer fueled and moved into position against the Australian defenders. Rommel fueled the 21st Panzer, which also advanced against the Commonwealth position. KG Graf advanced to the outskirts of the Commonwealth units at Mingar Qaim. KG Bach also advanced with two antitank battalions. KG Voss advanced along the track to the south of Bir Talab. 

KG Schutte expended fueled allowance to advance on the defensive field works on the coastal road and escarpment. 

The Commonwealth artillery returned fire on KG Schutte, which subsequently became disorganized. The defending brigade group artillery fired on the Italian Trieste Division which also became disorganized. A mission of Wellington Bombers was sent to barrage Rommel and the 21st Panzer. Rommel’s attack force became disorganized. 

A mission of tactical bombers led by a squadron of Hurricane Mk-II-d’s attacked the Marcks group and the 15th Panzer Division. The Hurricanes were joined by Boston A-20’s and Martin 187 Mk-V’s which effectively disorganized KG Marcks.

KG Marcks pushed ahead with the attack being joined by the Italian 8th Bersaglieri Infantry and 1st Speciale engineers. Marcks gained tactical surprise and wrecked havoc on the Commonwealth units. The 20th Australian took heavy losses and retreated to the hedgehogs on the track leading through the escarpment to the south. The 2nd RAF armored car battalion was eliminated. 15th Panzer advanced.

Rommel pressed with his frontal attack against the Commonwealth hedgehog. The Desert Rats gained battlefield surprise and Rommel was repulsed. The 21st Panzer also lost the 15th MC battalion. 

The Italians launched an attack against the Commonwealth at Bir el Hukuma. The battle progressed to a stalemate where the Lehr parachute battalion was lost, as was the 2nd New Zealand reconnaissance battalion.  

Schutte proceeded with an attack against the position holding the coastal road. The attack did not go well for Schutte and the 900th Pioneer battalion was wrecked. The 90th Leicht chose to retreat.

Rommel, Marcks and Bach activated and pulled up to the line for a second round. This attack also stalled. The 33rd Pioneer battalion was wrecked and the 25th Australian Brigade became ineffective as a fighting unit. 

Four squadrons of Wellingtons were outfitted at Aboukir Airbase. Five squadrons of Baltimores were refitted at Alexandria. A squadron of Bostons, Marylands, and Hurricanes were rearmed at Alexandria. Hurricanes at Burg el Arab and el Hamman were refueled. One squadron of Hurricane Mk-I fighters was refitted at Ghazal Station. [1T] A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters refueled at Qotifiya airstrip. [1T] A squadron of Kittyhawks refitted at the airstrip at Fuka. [1T] A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II’s refitted at Sidi Haneish [1T] One squadron of Kittyhawks refueled at Qasaba. [1T] A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters at Garawla refueled. [1T] Two squadrons of Kittyhawks at Mersa Matruh refueled. [1T] A squadron of B-24 Liberators rearmed at Port Suez airbase. Two squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV’s were refitted at Helwan. [1T] 

The 2nd New Zealand reconnaissance battalion was rebuilt at Alexandria. The Australian 24th Infantry Brigade (9th Div) was rebuilt at Mersa Matruh.  

10th armored, which remained disorganized from the previous battle with the Germans, fueled and pulled back along the track through the escarpment to relative safety. The LRDG also pulled back. The 7th Indian Brigade (4th Div) advanced into the hedgehog, replacing the 10th Armored. 21st Indian Brigade joined them as 1st South African took up the position to their immediate rear.

The 5th Indian Division relieved the 1st Free French brigade, which had previously sustained losses during the heavy fighting with the German panzers. 

The WDR moved supply into the 13th Corps HQ. [1SP] 2nd New Zealand reconnaissance battalion fueled and advanced to Sidi Haneish. Replacement personnel and equipment debarked at Alexandria. Trucks moved supply from Alexandria to 13th Corps. [2SP] Commonwealth truck convoys moved supply from Suez to 13th Corps’ dumps. [1SP] Personnel replacements debarked at Mersa Matruh from Port Said.

1st Armored fueled and the Guides battalion advanced to do reconnaissance on the Marcks group. A squadron of Wellingtons was called in to hip shoot the German units. Although it encountered some flak, this did negligible damage and they continued their mission. KG Marcks became disorganized from the air attack. 

1st Armored advanced upon the 15th Panzer Division. 7th Armored also fueled and advanced. 

KG Marcks activated, fueled up and retreated out of harms way. KG Voss ordered an artillery barrage against Campbell and the 7th Division, which subsequently became disorganized. As a result, Jock Campbell activated and pulled the 7th Armored back to the hedgehog.

5-7 August 1942
The Long Range Desert Group found an abandoned supply dump behind the escarpment 30 miles south of Qasaba. [2T]

One squadron of Wellington bombers was refitted at Aboukir Airbase. A squadron of Hurricane Mk I fighters was refueled at the airstrip outside of Ghazal Station. [1T] A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters was refitted at the Qotifiya airstrip. [1T] One squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks refueled at Fuka. [1T] A squadron of Hurricanes rearmed at Sidi Haneish. [1T] A squadron of P-40’s refitted at Qasaba. [1T] That was expensive.

Two damaged squadrons of Hurricane Mk-I’s at Ghazal Station combined into a full strength unit. A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks was issued as replacements and stationed at Garawla. 

WDR railed supply from Alexandria to 13th Corps. [1SP] Commonwealth truck convoys from Alexandria moved supply to 13th Corps HQ as well. [2SP] Commonwealth trucks loaded cargo at Suez. [1SP] Personnel replacements from Port Said were shipped to Mersa Matruh by means of Coastal vessels.   

One squadron of Hurricane fighters from Sidi Haneish was sent to sweep the Italians at the unnamed airstrip near el Khamsa. After an aerial engagement, both sides decided to abort to their respective bases. 

A squadron of Bristol Beaufighters was sent to interdict behind the front lines. The squadron encountered Flak but continued the mission. A squadron of Douglas DB-7 Bostons was sent to interdict in the area behind KG Bach. A squadron of Martin 167 Baltimores was sent to interdict the area behind Rommel and the 21st Panzer. A squadron of Baltimores was sent to interdict the rear area of KG Schutte along the coastal road. 

1st Free French pulled back to 13th Corps to receive replacements. Guides’ battalion fueled and advanced to check out KG Voss. A squadron of Wellingtons was called in to hip shoot. KG Voss became disorganized. A squadron of Wellingtons was sent in to hip shoot the Italian Bersaglieri regiment. The mission ran into flak but managed to barrage the Italians anyway. The barrage did little damage. Another squadron of Wellingtons was sent to hip shoot the Italians again. The result from the barrage left the Italian units disorganized. A squadron of Wellingtons was sent to barrage the Schutte KG. The 90th Leicht became disorganized.

KG Voss attempted to activate but failed. This was no big deal as Campbell also failed to activate.

A squadron of MC.200’s near el Khamsa was refueled. [1T] Two squadrons of Ju-87’s were rearmed at Baheira and Amseet. [2T] Ju-52’s at the Crete airbases refitted. 33rd Pioneer battalion and 15th MC battalion was rebuilt at DAK. 900th Pioneer battalion was rebuilt at Tobruk. The Italian 8th Bersaglieri armored car battalion was rebuilt for Trieste Division at Tobruk.

A large section of the 164th Leicht Division arrived at Tripoli as reinforcements. The Von der Heydte and Kroh parachute battalions arrived at Tobruk and debarked. The Huber parachute battalion debarked at Sidi Barrani and the Ramcke artillery unloaded its equipment at Bardia. Italian personnel replacements boarded ships and were moved to Gazala. 

Axis truck convoys moved supply from Bir Gibni to DAK’s dumps near el Hamra. [8SP] 900th Pioneer battalion fueled at Tobruk and advanced along the coastal road in an attempt to find the 90th Leicht. 33rd Pioneer and 15th MC battalions left DAK HQ to rejoin their respective divisions. 8th Bersaglieri armored car battalion fueled at Tobruk and moved along the coastal road to rejoin the Trieste Division. Along the way it encountered interdiction from a squadron of Baltimores, which prevented it from reaching its destination. 

Rommel fueled the 1-5 and 2-5 panzer battalions (21st) and moved them to the flank to address the Guides battalion. Rommel attempted to overrun the hapless unit. The defenders somehow gained battlefield surprise. The Guides unit was destroyed but Rommel was forced to cut his losses and retreat. 

A squadron of Macchi 200’s went out to attack a group of Beaufighters on interdiction.

The Beaufighters successfully aborted without taking losses. 

8-11 August 1942
Weather dispatch: Due to severe storms, a sandstorm condition is currently afflicting Libya from Appollonia through the area of Tobruk. 

Weather update: Due to severe sandstorms, travel will be extremely difficult in Egypt in the regions stretching from Garawla east to Port Said. 

All of the interdiction aircraft returned to base. Alexandria received a squadron of Hurricane Mk-I fighters as replacements. Two damaged squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks combined into a full-strength unit at Fuka. 1st Free French Infantry Brigade received replacements at 13th Corps. 3rd Indian Brigade received replacements at Mersa Matruh.

The WDR moved supply from Alexandria to 13th Corps HQ. [1SP] Coastal shipping moved personnel replacements at Port Said to Mersa Matruh. Personnel replacements debarked at Port Said.

A squadron of MC.200’s refitted at the airstrip near el Khamsa. [1T] Ju-52’s refitted at Crete airbases. 

The 8th Bersaglieri (Trieste) armored car battalion fueled and rejoined the division. 900th Pioneer battalion rejoined the 90th Leicht and KG Schutte. Supply from Sicily arrived at the Tripoli HQ and was unloaded to the stockyards. [3SP] The 165th Leicht Division boards vessels in Tripoli and were moved along the coast to Tobruk, Gazala, Bardia, and Sidi Barrani. 

33rd Pioneer and 15th MC battalions arrived at Bir el Kenayis, enroute to their parent divisions. 

12-14 August 1942
The LRDG performed a successful raid on the Axis Airbase at Gasr el Abid. 

To HQ Western Desert Army: From CO LRDG, Maj. Ralph Bagnold: We have had another rather profitable mission. On 13 August, we stumbled upon an Italian airbase. We struck under the cover of night and detonated our charges and destroyed a large number of Fiat CR.42’s as well as a good many MC.202’s. All of the aircraft appeared to be operational before we attacked. We’ll be in contact on 15 April. Tally ho. Bagnold. -End Transmission. 

51st Infantry Division was received as reinforcements. The divisional trucks and 154th Brigade debarked at Port Suez, while the 152nd and 153rd Brigades unloaded at Port Said. The 2nd RAF armored car battalion was rebuilt at Alexandria.

The WDR moved supply from Alexandria to 13th Corps HQ. [1SP] Truck convoys transferred cargo from Alexandria to 13th Corps as well. [2SP]

A squadron of Bostons was sent to interdict behind KG Marcks and the 15th Panzer. A squadron of Beaufighters was also ordered to interdict behind KG Bach. A squadron of Blenheims was ordered to interdict the open desert behind Rommel and the 21st Panzer and a second squadron was ordered to cover the area in front of Rommel. All of these missions evaded enemy flak.

A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters was sent to sweep the Italians at the airstrip near el Khamsa. The British pilots got jumpy and aborted the mission without losses. The 2nd RAF battalion fueled at Alexandria and advanced to the track south of Maaten Baggush.

The 1st Free French brigade moved into the hedgehogs along that same track’s entrance through the escarpment. 20th Australian Infantry pulled back to 13th Corps to received replacements.

A squadron of MC.202’s was ordered to do something about the British interdiction aircraft. The Italian pilots went out and stumbled across a sqaudron of Douglas DB-7’s. After a short engagement, the Bostons evacuated and avoided losses. A squadron of MC.200’s went after the Blenheims interdicting around 15th Panzer. After an initial contact, both sides aborted. A squadron of MC.202’s was ordered to attack the Beaufighters harassing KG Bach. The British pilots fled as soon as they realized that they were outmatched. A squadron of CR.42 biplanes attacked the Blenheims flying in the area in front of Rommel’s 21st Panzer Division. Both sides aborted after meeting.

Brigade groups facing the 21st Panzer attempted to disrupt the force with a barrage. Unfortunately, it had little effect. 

Jock Campbell activated and fueled the 7th Armored Division. The 11th Hussars advanced to meet KG Voss on the southern flank. A squadron of Hurricane MK-II fighter-bombers was called in to hip shoot. KG Voss became disorganized. 

Campbell and the rest of 7th Armored advanced to Voss’ flank and attacked. Since the KG is mostly artillery, they were completely overwhelmed and the 529th and 531st Coastal Artillery battalions were destroyed. The Kommando company and the Italian artillery regiment retreated about 15 miles to the rear. 

Axis Turn

Four squadrons of Italian fighters refitted at the airbase at Bir Gibni. [1T] A number of Ju-52’s were overhauled at the Crete airbases. The 220th Flak and the 220th Artillery (165th Leicht) were loaded onto ships with the 1-6 Flak battalion, the 305th AA battalion and cargo enroute to Tripoli, where it arrived and successfully debarked. [1SP]

Coastal shipping vessels were used to transfer supply from Tripoli to Sidi Barrani, Bardia, Tobruk, Gazala, Bomba, Derna, and Benghazi. [3SP]

Ju-52 transports landed at Gasr el Abid with supply. [1SP] Axis trucks moved supply and personnel replacements to DAK HQ. [3T] Two of the Ramcke Parachute battalions left Tobruk along the coastal via Balbia to Baheira. The German 382nd Regiment also left Tobruk and arrived at Gambut. 

The 220th Pioneer battalion at Gazala fueled and moved to Buqbuq. The 2-7 artillery battalion (Ramcke) left Bardia and advanced forward to Buqbuq. 15th Panzer fueled up and maneuvered to outflank Jock Campbell. Rommel fueled the 21st Panzer, which moved to the north flank of the 7th Armored to surround it. 

Campbell failed to activate and is now in a pickle. A squadron of Wellingtons was called in to strike the 21st Panzer. The Vickers bombers evaded all flak and successfully disorganized the target. A second squadron of bombers was called in to strike the 15th Panzer. This attack also escaped enemy flak, but missed the target entirely. Another squadron of Wellington bombers was ordered to strike the 15th Panzer. These too missed the intended target. A fourth squadron was ordered to barrage KG Marcks. Another miss was recorded. No more Wellingtons were available so a squadron of Baltimores was sent to help the 7th Armored. Finally a squadron of Baltimore bombers hit the target. 

The 21st Panzer fired a barrage against the 7th armored division without effect. The 200th Pioneer battalion was wrecked in the battle. The 7th Armored retreated and the 11th Hussars was lost covering the retreat.

KG Marcks activated and moved to surround the British again. 

15-18 August 1942
Ju-52’s at the Crete airbases were refitted. 200th Pioneer battalion was rebuilt at DAK HQ. The British Navy and Airforce made a successful interdiction attack against the Italian ships delivering supply to Tripoli. Some of the cargo arrived and was unloaded. [2SP]

The 220 Flak battalion arrived at Sidi Barrani on coastal vessels. 305th AA battalion debarked at Bardia. The 220th Artillery battalion unloaded their equipment and personnel at Gazala. Supply arrived at Tobruk and was unloaded to the stockyards. [1SP] The 1-6 Flak battalion debarked from coastal ships at Bomba.

Axis truck convoys moved supply forward to the DAK’s local dumps. Ju-52’s from Crete landed at Gasr el Abid and unloaded supply. [1SP] 382nd Regiment moved along the via Balbia to Bardia. Two of Ramcke’s parachute battalions traversed Halfaya Pass. Several battalions from the 164th Leicht converged at Sidi Barrani. 

15th Panzer division fueled up and attempted to overrun the 7th Armored Division. The 7th Infantry Brigade took heavy losses and the 15th MC battalion was completely wrecked. The 7th Armored brigade also took losses covering the retreat. 

Jock Campbell was able to activate and pull the battered 7th Armored Division out of harm’s way. 50th Infantry Division’s brigade groups fired a salvo at the German 288th Sonderverband regiment and disorganized them. Brigade groups at Mingar Qaim fired at the German KG Graf, but the barrage had no effect.

The 90th Leicht Division’s artillery issued a barrage against the prepared position on the Coastal road escarpment. The Commonwealth units became disorganized. The German 523rd and 538th Artillery fired on the Mingar Qaim defenses. These units became disorganized.

KG Schutte activated and advanced the 90th Leicht forward to face the Commonwealth defenders. During the attack, the 900th Pioneer battalion was wrecked and the stalwart 150th Brigade took heavy losses, but the position held.

Two squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV bombers were overhauled at the Commonwealth airbase in Ismalia. Four squadrons of Vickers Wellington bombers were rearmed at Aboukir Airbase. Two squadrons of Martin Baltimore medium bombers were refitted at the Alexandria bases. A squadron of Bristol Beaufighter tactical bombers was refueled at the Alexandria south airbase. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighter-bombers was refueled at the Amiriya airbase. A squadron of Douglas Bostons was refitted at Alexandria North Airbase. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters was refueled at Qotifiya airstrip. [1T] 

 A new squadron of Bristol Blenheim Mk-IV bombers was received as reinforcements and assigned to the airbase at Abu Sueir. A new squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters arrived as reinforcements and was placed on patrol at the Alexandria bases. A new squadron of Supermarine Spitfire Mk-V fighters was issues as reinforcements and assigned to the airbase at Mersa Matruh. Australian 20th Infantry Brigade accepted replacements at 13th Corps. 11th Hussars battalion (7th Armored) was rebuilt at Alexandria.

The Greek 1st Infantry Brigade arrived at Port Suez and unloaded their personnel and equipment. The WDR moved supply from Alexandria to 13th Corps HQ by rail. [1SP] Commonwealth truck convoys moved cargo from Alexandria to Ghazal Station. [2SP] Supply was loaded onto trucks at Port Said and shipped to Ghazal Station. [1SP2T] 

152nd and 153rd Brigades (51 Div) fueled at Port Said and moved to Fuka, where they met their divisional trucks. 154th Brigade at Port Suez also fueled up and linked up with the rest of the 51st Division outside of Fuka. Personnel replacements were shipped from Port Said to Mersa Matruh by means of coastal shipping vessels. 

Australian 20th marched along the track enroute to a link up with the rest of the 9th Division. 7th Infantry Brigade (7th Armored) pulled back in reserve to get to 13th Corps for replacements.

A squadron of Spitfires was sent to sweep the Italians at the Bir Khamsa strip. Unfortunately, the Spitfire pilots lost their nerve and aborted the mission. A squadron of Boston bombers was ordered to interdict the area behind KG Bach. A squadron of Beaufighters was ordered to interdict the area surrounding Rommel and the 21st Panzer. Three squadrons of Blenheims were sent to interdict the no man’s land between the 15th and 21st Panzer divisions and the Commonwealth field works. An additional squadron of Blenheims was forced to abort after received heavy damage from enemy flak.

7th Armored Division was issued fuel and ammunition to restock their internal supply. [3SP] Ouch!

CO Schutte pulled back with the 90th Leicht and the 288th Kommandos.  

7th Brigade was released from reserve and joined the 13th Corps HQ.

19-21 August 1942
Yesterday Sidi Barrani came under heavy bombardment from the British Navy. After the intense fire subsided, 10th Corps HQ surveyed the damage. There was very little effect, militarily. Staff officer, 10th HQ, 20 August 1942- end of transmission.

The airbase at Ismalia watched as two squadrons of Blenheim IV’s landed after returning from an uneventful interdiction run. A squadron of Blenheims also landed at Abu Sueir. A squadron of Bostons and another of Beaufighters landed at Dekheila. 

The Spitfires at Mersa Matruh were refueled after their last mission. The rest of the Western Desert Airforce bombers were refitted at their Egyptian bases. [1T] Two damaged squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV bombers combined into a full strength unit at Helwan Airbase. The 7th Infantry Brigade was given replacements at 13th Corps HQ. 

A new squadron of Wellingtons arrived at the Port Said airbase where the unit will be stationed. Another squadron of Bristol Beaufighters was delivered to the airbase at Dekheila. The 53rd Field Artillery battalion was received as reinforcements and unloaded their equipment at Port Suez. 

Two squadrons of Beaufighters were sent to interdict behind the Axis front lines. One of the squadrons received heavy damage from enemy flak and was forced to limp back to Dekheila. A squadron of Bostons replaced them on their mission. Blenheims from Abu Sueir were ordered to interdict in the area facing Rommel’s 21st Panzer. Two additional squadrons were asked to interdict in the no man’s land. 

Supply was moved from Alexandria to 13th Corps by means of the railroad and truck convoys. [3SP] Commonwealth truck convoys loaded supply from Port Suez and brought it along to el Hamman. [1SP] 

The Greek 1st Brigade moved from Port Suez to Abassia outside of Cairo. Personnel replacements from Port Said were loaded onto transports and taken to port at Mersa Matruh. 11th Hussars battalion fueled at Alexandria and rejoined the 7th Armored Division. 7th Brigade left the 13th Corps HQ to rejoin the 7th Armored Division. Personnel replacements arrived by ship and disembarked at Port Said.

A squadron of Spitfires originating from Mersa Matruh was sent to sweep the Italians at el Khamsa. Both sides battled and finally decided to abort to base. Neither side took significant losses. 2nd RAF battalion fueled and moved to the Barrel Track where it was assigned to guard the entrance through the escarpment. The Indian 26th Brigade moved along the Rahman Track toward the Barrel Track to join the 2nd RAF in covering the Commonwealth’s flank.

A squadron of CR.42’s attempted to drive away some of the Blenheims but the steadfast British pilots downed all of the biplanes. The Italian radio signal went dead and none of the Italian aircraft returned. 

A mission of MC.202’s found a squadron of Beaufighters interdicting in the rear area of KG Bach. They engaged and forced the British pilots to flee. A squadron of MC.202’s found a mission of Bostons interdicting near Bir Talab and the Bostons subsequently aborted their mission and returned to Dekheila. The Italians sent up a squadron of MC.200’s, which encountered a group of Blenheim Mk-IV’s attempting to interdict Rommel’s forces. After engagement both sides aborted to base. A squadron of MC.202’s from Sidi Azeiz swept a group of Blenheims attempting interdiction along the 21st Panzers line. Both sides aborted after contact. After the mission, the Macchis were ordered to re-base to Gasr el Abid. A squadron of MC.202’s based at Bir Enba were assigned to removed the remaining interdiction force. The Blenheims were spotted and forced to abort the mission, and returned to Abu Sueir.

Commonwealth brigade groups opened fire on the Italian Trieste division but the barrage had little effect. Brigade groups also fired on KG Graf, which disorganized the group. 

A squadron of B-24 Liberators executed a barrage against KG Marcks. As a result the 15th Panzer became disorganized.

A squadron of MC.200’s was refueled at el Khamsa. [1T] A squadron of MC.202’s was refitted at Bir Enba. [1T] Four squadrons of Italian fighters were overhauled at Gasr el Abid. [1T] Four squadrons of Ju-52 transports were refitted at the Crete airbases.

Due to the effectiveness of the British interdiction from Malta, some of the supplies from Italy did no arrive at Tripoli. Some cargo was unloaded and transferred to the stockyards. [2SP] 

Coastal shipping was used to deliver supply from Tripoli to Tobruk. [1SP] A truck convoy loaded supplies at Benghazi and traveled back as far as Cirene. [4SP] Trucks from Tobruk moved cargo to DAK HQ supply yards. [1SP] Trucks from DAK moved supply from Bardia and Gasr el Abid to the HQ dumps. [1SP2T] 

Ju-52s landed at Gasr el Abid with cargo that was unloaded. [1SP] Two battalions from Ramcke’s division arrived at the Maktila airstrip. 382nd Infantry regiment went through the pass at Halfaya enroute to its link up with the 164th Division at Sidi Barrani. 220th Artillery at Gazala fueled and advanced along the coastal road and arrived at Azzizaya. 

The 288th Sonderverband regiment advanced along the road to face the Commonwealth defenses again. KG Schutte held the rest of his group back in order to evade potential artillery fire. The 2-115th Artillery was transferred from KG Wechmar to join KG Voss.

Commonwealth Brigade groups fires at the 288th regiment along the northern coastal road. The barrage had no effect. Brigade groups also issued a barrage against the Trieste division. The Italian units became disorganized.

90th Leicht’s artillery was ordered to barrage the Commonwealth defenders at the coastal road position. The 50th Infantry became disorganized. KG Schutte called off the attack after having second thoughts.

22-25 August 1942
Dispatch to all units serving under the DAK HQ. Col. Gen. Rommel has departed on his Storch this morning to confer with the High Command at Berlin. In the present, General Stumme will assume command of the DAK forces. End of text.

Three squadrons of Blenheims were overhauled at Ismalia and Bu Sueir. A squadron of B-24’s was rearmed at Port Suez airbase. A squadron of Bostons and two squadrons of Beaufighters were refitted at Dekheila airbase. A squadron of Spitfires at Mersa Matruh refueled. [1T] Two reduced squadrons of Beaufighters were combined into one full-strength squadron at Dekheila. 

Supply from Alexandria was moved by rail and truck convoy to 13th Corps HQ. [3SP] Trucks from the Delta delivered supply to Ghazal station. [1SP2T] Commonwealth trucks loaded at Port Suez and advanced to Cairo. [1SP] 

1st Armored Division fueled and pulled back behind the escarpment. Also the 24th Armored brigade fueled and retreated with 1st Armored. 150th Brigade was pulled back to Mersa Matruh to receive replacements. British 16th Brigade was ordered to take its place in the hedgehog. 

Two squadrons of Beaufighters and a squadron of Bostons were sent on a interdiction mission along the southern front, in the vicinity of 15th and 21st Panzer divisions. A minimal amount of flak was encountered and endured so that the mission could continue.

A mission of B-24’s was sent to bomb the 21st Panzer along the front lines. Although the payload was dropped, the bombing had negligible effect. The Liberators returned to their base at Port Said. The Greek 1st Infantry Brigade advanced through Benha and Tanta and halted at Kafrez Zaiat. 

Personnel replacements boarded transports at Port Said and moved to Mersa Matruh where they debarked. 53rd Field artillery battalion in Port Suez fueled and moved to Sidi Haneish. 

A squadron of MC.202’s from Gasr el Abid was sent to hunt down interdiction aircraft. They engaged a squadron of Beaufighters near the 21st Panzer’s location. After the initial engagement, both sides aborted and the Beaufighters returned to Dekheila. A second squadron of MC.202’s was sent after the rest of the Beaufighters. They found them and after an engagement, both sides aborted. A third squadron of MC.202’s was sent to fight the remaining interdiction aircraft. They happened upon a squadron of Bostons. The aerial battle was intense and the British pilots refused to give in. After taking heavy losses, both sides aborted to base. 

The brigade groups issued a barrage against the Italian Trieste Division, which became disorganized as a result. 

Three squadrons of Macchi 202 Folgores were refitted at Gasr el Abid. [1T] Four squadrons of Ju-52 transports were overhauled at the Crete airbases. Two reduced squadrons of MC 202’s at Gasr Abid combined to form a full-strength squadron. 

Successful interdiction by the combined forces at Malta destroyed some of the Italian shipping coming across the Mediterranean. Some ships from Sicily arrived at Tripoli and unloaded supply as well as the Italian 57th Infantry battalion and the 13th Med. Tank battalion. [1SP] 

Coastal vessels moved supplies from Tripoli to Benghazi, Tobruk, Bardia, and Sidi Barrani. [3SP1T] 220th Artillery battalion joined the rest of the 164th Division at Sidi Barrani. Luftwaffe 1-6th Flak advanced from Bomba to Gazala. The two Ramcke parachute battalions linked up with the rest of the division east of Sidi Barrani on the Via Balbia. 

A squadron of Blenheims from Ismalia was sent on a mission to interdict the pass near Bir el Hukuma. A second squadron of Blenheims was sent to interdict the area of no man’s land between the German panzers and the Commonwealth defensive positions to the south.

KG Wechmar’s artillery issued a barrage against the commonwealth emplacements near Bir el Hukuma. The Commonwealth defensive position became disorganized. 

KG Schutte activated and moved through heavy interdiction to attack the defensive position. After a heavy period of battle, the defenders gave up the positions and retreated. This was after the 1st Sudanese Brigade took serious losses and the complete destruction of the 11th Royal Marine battalion. KG Schutte occupied the Commonwealth hedgehog. 

26-28 August 1942
Ju-52 transports were refitted at the Crete airbases. The Malta forces continued to wreak havoc on the Italian shipping. Some supply and personnel replacements made it across the Mediterranean and unloaded at Tripoli. [1SP2T]

Ju-52 transport flew in to the airbase at Gasr el Abid with food, ammo, and fuel. [1SP] Italian ships delivered cargo from Tripoli to Tobruk, where it was unloaded. [1SP] 13th Med. Tank battalion boarded ships at Tripoli and sailed to Sidi Barrani where they debarked and unloaded their equipment. The 57th Infantry battalion also moved by coastal transport to Bardia. 

A squadron of MC.202’s from Gasr el Abid was ordered to chase away the Blenheims interdicting KG Schutte. Both sides aborted after contact and the Blenheims went back to their airbase at Ismalia. Ramcke’s Parachute Division advanced along the coastal road and took up the position in the hedgehog captured by Schutte. 12th Littorio infantry regiment moved forward to meet the 2nd New Zealand units. The 31st Engineers completed work on the Bir el Kenayis airbase. [Level2]

The Trieste Division fueled and moved forward in reserve mode. KG Schutte was fueled and moved forward. KG Cruwell advanced into the captured hedgehog position. One squadron of MC.202’s from Gar el Abid re-based to the new airbase at Bir el Kenayis. A squadron of CR.42’s also re-based to Bir el Kenayis. 

Four squadrons of British fighters were commissioned to sweep the Italian fighters at Bir el Kenayis. A Hurricane Mk-II squadron engaged the MC.202’s. After contact both sides broke off. Another squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters engaged the antiquated Italian biplanes. The outmatched Italians decided to abort their mission and landed at the airbase before taking losses.

A squadron of Wellingtons was called in to hip shoot the 90th Leicht Division with KG Schutte. Schutte’s force became disorganized. Another squadron of Wellingtons was asked to hip shoot the 12th Littorio Infantry regiment. The mission couldn’t locate the target. A third squadron of Wellingtons was called upon to hip shoot. This time the strike was to be against the 12th Infantry regiment again. The barrage was successful this time and the Italian infantry disorganized.

KG Graf ordered a barrage against the prepared defensive positions at Mingar Qaim. The Commonwealth defenders were hit hard and became disorganized. 

The Trieste and GGFF Divisions were released from reserve and advanced to meet the beleaguered Commonwealth units. Ariete Division was released from reserve. Ariete fueled and advanced on the disorganized Commonwealth units at Mingar Qaim. Maletti activated and moved part of the Ariete forward to cover the main force with Bignami. General Stumme activated and moved the 21st Panzer to cut the southern supply line of the Commonwealth defenses along the track south of Mingar Qaim.

The Trieste Division attacked the 6th Australian Brigade. The Australians absorbed a large number of losses and were forced to retreat. The Italians lost the 8th Bersaglieri battalion. 

Schutte and an adjoining Italian force opted to attack the Sudanese Infantry Brigade. The 1st Sudanese Infantry Brigade was completely wiped out. Schutte forces advanced. 

Bignami was ordered to attack with the Ariete Division with the GGFF Infantry regiment and 605th Panzerjaeger battalion attached. The Australian 25th Infantry Brigade sustained heavy casualties followed by the Indian 18th Brigade. The Italians lost the 7th Med. Tank battalion in the conflagration. As it was, the staunch Australians continued to hold out in their hedgehogs.

The Spitfires at Mersa Matruh were refitted. [1T] Fighters at Garawla, Qasaba, Sidi Haneish, and Fuka were refitted. [1SP] Three squadrons of Wellingtons refitted at Aboukir. Two squadrons of Beaufighters and a squadron of Bostons refitted at Dekheila. Two squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV bombers refitted at Ismalia. B-24 Liberators at Port Suez airbase were overhauled. The battered 150th Brigade accepted replacements at Mersa Matruh.

The Egyptian National Army was evacuated to an area below Cairo, and safely out of the war zone. No telling whose side these guys would be on if given the opportunity. 151st Infantry and 69th Brigades pulled back to Garawla. The Free French 2nd Brigade retreated to a new position at Qasaba airstrip, where it was soon to be joined by the Yugoslavian Guards Infantry battalion. 

British 16th Brigade and the CAC antitank battalion pulled out of the front and retreated to the coastal road between Garawla and Qasaba. The 2nd New Zealand Division retreated to the track south of Garawla. 11th RHA artillery also pulled back toward Qasaba. 

10th Indian Division took up a defensive position south of the 2nd New Zealand. 3rd Indian Brigade pulled back along the coastal road west of Maaten Baggush. Royal and Skinner armored car battalions fueled and moved south of the 10th Indian Division. The 150th Brigade moved back to join the rest of the division to the rear. The 10th Division and 12 Field artillery battalion fueled and pulled out of Mersa Matruh, relocating to the track south of Gasel Station. 

Supply was moved out of Mersa Matruh by means of the WDR and truck convoys. The cargo was relocated to Ghazal Station. Personnel replacements in Mersa Matruh were evacuated to Maaten Baggush. 

Nine squadrons of tactical bombers were sent on interdiction missions to cover the retreating Commonwealth forces. 

A squadron of B-24’s was sent to bomb the location of the 21st Panzer and the current DAK leader. The payload hit the target and disorganized the 21st Panzer Division.

A squadron of MC.200’s was sent to address the Baltimores that were harassing the Trieste Division. The Macchis rapidly outgunned the British bombers, which terminated their mission after taking heavy losses. A squadron of MC.202’s found another group of Baltimores attempting interdiction. The Italian pilots engaged them and shot down a number of The Martin bombers, before they aborted to base.

A squadron of MC.200’s attacked a flight of Blenheims interdicting near 21st Panzer. The British pilots quickly aborted before taking losses. A Luftwaffe squadron of Bf-110’s found more Blenheims interdicting Axis lines, and attacked. The British aircraft terminated their mission before losing any to the mission. 

A squadron of CR.42’s encountered a mission of interdictors and engaged them in aerial battle. The Beaufighters took substantial losses before aborting their mission, and limping home to Dekheila.

29-31 August 1942
Several squadrons of Interdiction aircraft returned to bases in Dekheila and Ismalia. The Blenheims in Ismalia were overhauled. The Beaufighters and Baltimores at the Alexandria bases were refitted, and two weak Baltimore squadrons combined into a full-strength unit. The B-24’s at Suez were also rearmed. 

Australian 26th Infantry and 18th Indian Infantry Brigades accepted replacements at 13th Corps HQ. The 8th Army received reinforcements from the USAF. A squadron of P-40’s was assigned to the airstrip at Gasel Station. Two squadrons of B-25 Mitchells were stationed at the airbase in Cairo, and a squadron of B-24 Liberators landed at Suez.

Trucks moved supplied from the stockyards at Alexandria to Gasel Station. [2SP] Equipment and personnel replacements arrived at Alexandria and unloaded. 

Three squadrons of Blenheims from Ismalia were sent to interdict along the area facing the 21st Panzer. One of the squadrons aborted the mission after suffering losses from enemy flak. 

Two squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV bombers were sent on an interdiction mission along the Barrel Track. A squadron of Beaufighters was ordered to interdict the area surrounding the Italian GGFF and Trieste divisions. 

Three squadrons of Baltimore bombers were sent to interdict the front lines near the operation zones of 15th and 21st Panzer divisions.

A mission of B-24 Liberators was ordered to bombard the position of the KG Schutte. Unfortunately, the large bombers missed the target.

The Italian fighters at Bir el Kenayis were refueled. [1T] A number of aircraft were refitted at various airstrips across the Egyptian border. Two squadrons of Macchis at Bir Khamsa and Bir Enba, three squadrons of fighters at Gasr el Abid, and Bf-110’s at King’s Cross. [1SP] Ju-52’s at Crete airbases were also overhauled.

Coastal vessels moved supply from Tripoli to Tobruk and Bardia. [1SP2T] Ships also moved personnel replacements to Gazala and Sidi Barrani.

305th Flak battalion (21st Panzer) moved to Picadilly Circus. 61st Infantry (Trento) captured the airbase at Mersa Matruh. The aircrews quickly boarded their aircraft and flew to safer pastures. The Spitfires flew to el Hamman. The P-40 Kittyhawks were no so lucky. Some were destroyed on the ground while the rest escaped to Alexandria. 

The 200th Pioneer battalion rejoined the 21st Panzer. Italian 57th Infantry battalion passed through Halfaya. The 1-6 Flak battalion advanced past Baheira. Only a small amount of supply was transferred to the DAK bases, as there seems to be a shortage.

1-4 September 1942
To CO’s of the Australian 20th, 24th and 26th Infantry Brigades: From CO of the 9th Australian Division: It will be a decisive battle, a hard and bloody battle and there must be only one result. Success will mean the end of the war in Africa and an end to this running backward and forward between here and Benghazi; General Leslie Morshead.

Four squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV’s were refitted at Cairo. [1T] A squadron of Beaufighters was refueled at Dekheila, and three squadrons of Baltimores were rearmed at Alexandria. Two squadrons of B-24’s were rearmed at Suez. Spitfires at El Hamman and Blenheim’s at Ismalia refitted.

The WDR moved cargo and supplies to Ghazal Station. [1SP] Truck convoys loaded supplies at Alexandria and delivered it to Ghazal Station. [2SP] Trucks from Alexandria picked up cargo at Suez. [1SP2T]

Personnel replacements at Port Said boarded rail cars and arrived at the station in Alexandria. Personnel replacements debarked at Port Said. Indian 18th Brigade was recalled to the Near East. It pulled back to Alexandria.

Three squadrons of fighters were ordered to attack the Luftwaffe at Mersa Matruh. A squadron of Hurricanes engaged the Bf-109’s and was forced to abort. The British pressed the attack with a second squadron of Hurricanes. This time both sides gave in and terminated further contact. 

A squadron of Hurricanes joined forces with A USAF squadron of P-40’s to attack the Regia Aeronautica based at Bir el Kenayis. The Hurricanes encountered a squadron of MC.202’s and both the British and American aircraft were sent packing. The Hurricanes took a number of losses before aborting. Three squadrons of British fighters attacked the Italians again at Bir Kenayis. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II’s was chased away by the Italian Macchis. An additional squadron of Hurricane Mk-II’s was badly beaten and lost several aircraft before aborting. A squadron of Kittyhawks also aborted.

Another group of three squadrons went after the Italians at Bir El Kenayis. A squadron of Spitfire Mk-V airplanes forced the Macchi.202’s to land. That left a squadron of biplanes to face three squadrons of British fighters. A number of the CR.42’s were shot down before the remainder aborted. 

A squadron of Beaufighters was sent to interdict along the track to the west of 5th Indian Division. A squadron of Blenheims was sent to interdict near the 8th Bersaglieri regiment. Two squadrons of Baltimore bombers were ordered to interdict the Marcks groups area of operations. 

Two squadrons of B-24 Liberators delivered a payload to KG Marcks on the southern flank. Although the mission evaded enemy flak, they failed to hit the target.

The 50th Divisional artillery fires a barrage against KG Schutte, which subsequently became disorganized. The 44th Artillery barraged the Italian Trieste Division, which left them disorganized.

Aircraft at Mersa Matruh and Bir el Kenayis were refitted. [2T] Also, the Ju-52’s based on Crete were overhauled. 

A new squadron of Bf-109 Gustavs was released at reinforcements and stationed at the Luftwaffe airbase at Mersa Matruh. Two squadrons of Italian fighters arrived as reinforcements at Bir el Kenayis. They included a squadron of MC.200’s and a squadron of CR.42’s. 

The Italian 10th Corps HQ at Tobruk rebuilt the 32nd Assault engineer battalion. General Rommel rejoined the 21st Panzer, replacing General Stumme. The Pistoia Infantry Division debarked with supplies at Tripoli. [1SP] A squadron of CR.42’s from Bir el Kenayis was ordered to hunt down the Blenheims that were harassing KG Marcks. The British tactical bombers were forced to abort the interdiction mission. Another squadron of CR.42’s forced the Baltimores in the same vicinity as the Blenheims to terminate their mission. A squadron of Macchi 200’s attacked a squadron of Baltimores flying interdiction near KG Marcks. The British aircraft aborted without incident. The Axis aircraft are overwhelmed with British interdiction aircraft at this time.

Supply was flown into Gasr el Abid airbase from Crete, by Ju-52’s. [1SP] 

The British returned artillery fire against 3rd Aufklarung and the Italian-German force became disorganized.

German artillery fired a barrage against the Indian 161st Brigade. The Commonwealth unit became disorganized. KG Schutte and a battalion from 3rd Aufklarung attacked the Indian Infantry brigade and achieved surprise. The 161st Brigade was obliterated and the 3rd Aufklarung advanced with little damage.

5-7 September 1942
The fighters at Bir el Kenayis were refitted. [1T] Ju-52 transports at Crete were also rebuilt. The 186th Forgore Paratroop regiments, Italian and German replacements, and supplies arrived at Tripoli. [1SP2T]

Coastal shipping vessels delivered supplies to Tobruk [1SP] and the Pistoia division debarked at Sidi Barrani. Ju-52’s from Crete landed at the airbase at Gasr el Abid with supplies. [1SP] 

Italian 32nd Assault engineers arrived at Baheira from Bu Amud. Luftwaffe 1-6 Flak battalion moved to Ft. Capuzzo. Trucks convoyed supplies from Bardia and Gasr el Abid to Sidi Barrani. [1SP2T] 

The fighters at Bir el Kenayis received orders to attack the British tactical bombers attempting to interdict the southern flank. A squadron of Fiat CR.42’s engaged a group of Blenheims and forced them to abort.  Another squadron of the Italian biplanes attacked a squadron of Martin Baltimores and after several were shot down, the rest staggered back to Alexandria. Macchi 200’s were sent to attack the Beaufighters and were largely successful. A number of the Beaufighters were downs and the rest fled to Ismalia. 

KG Voss moved artillery up to the east of Bir Talab. The 1-18 Flak battalion captured the abandoned hedgehog to the south of Australian 24th Brigades’ defensive position. The Ariete fueled and General Maletti took half of the division down slope to the north east of Mingar Qaim. Bignami tok the other half to cover Maletti’s right flank to the south.

The 50th Divisional artillery was ordered to barrage the 3rd Aufklarung group. The German KG became disorganized. 10th Indian Division’s artillery fired on KG Schutte. The German Kampfgruppe became disorganized. 44th Infantry Divisional artillery fired a barrage against General Maletti’s force. The barrage had little or no effect.

Axis artillery from Trieste and KG Schutte fired a barrage against the New Zealand 2nd Division. The New Zealanders became disorganized. KG Graf ordered a barrage against the 10th Indian Division. The Indian infantry Brigades became disrupted. 

General Maletti ordered the Trieste and Ariete divisions to attack the commonwealth defenders. The Indian 7th and 21st Infantry Brigades both took heavy losses in the battle and were forced to retreat to the southeast. 

KG Schutte and 3rd Aufklarung joined forces to attack the New Zealand 2nd Division. The defenders gained surprise and the German attack was severely repulsed. Huber’s parachute battalion was destroyed in the battle and KG Schutte was forced to pull back.

A squadron of Bostons and two squadrons of Beaufighters refitted at Ismalia. The two reduced squadrons of Beaufighters combined to create a full-strength squadron. The USAF B-24’s were rearmed at the Port Suez airbase. Two squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV’s were refitted at Cairo. [1T] Three squadrons of Martin Baltimores were refitted at Alexandria. Two weakened squadrons combined to make a full-strength unit. 

Three squadrons of Hurricane fighters were overhauled at the airbase at Dekheila. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters was refitted at the airbase at Amiriya. A squadron of Spitfire Mk-V’s was refitted at the Burg el Arab airstrip. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-I’s was refueled at el Hamman. 

A squadron of USAF Curtiss P-40’s rearmed at Ghazal Station. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II’s was overhauled at Qotifiya. Thereafter it combined with another reduced unit to create a full-strength fighter squadron. A squadron of Kittyhawks refitted at Fuka. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II'’ refitted at Maaten Baggush. And a squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks refitted at Qasaba.

Indian 161st Infantry Brigade was rebuilt at Alexandria. Supplies and personnel replacements moved from Alexandria to Maaten Baggush by rail. [2T] Indian 161st Brigade fueled at Alexandria and advanced to its place in the front lines. Australian 9th Division moved forward to plug the hole near Ariete Division. Trucks moved supplies forward to Ghazal Station. [3SP2T] Personnel replacements at Port Said loaded into rail cars and unloaded at Amiriya. The 18th Brigade debarked for deployment to the Near East. 

Four fighter squadrons consisting of Hurricanes and Spitfires went to meet the Luftwaffe at Mersa Matruh. A squadron of Bf-109’s engaged the Spitfires in an aerial battle. Both squadrons aborted without loss. A squadron of Hurricanes attacked the second squadron of Gustavs. Again both sides aborted without loss. 

Two squadrons of Hurricanes were sent on a fighter sweep against the Bir el Kenayis airbase. The Macchi 202’s engaged in battle with the Hurricane Mk-II’s. The Italian pilots scrambled and bounced the British, and after losing several of the Hurricanes, the remaining British fighters aborted. A squadron of Blenheim Mk-IV’s was sent to interdict near Rommel’s KG. 

The 50th Infantry Divisional artillery was ordered to barrage 3rd Aufklarung. The German KG became disorganized. Indian 10th Divisional artillery was ordered to barrage the Ariete Division, which subsequently disorganized. Australian 9th Division’s artillery fired a barrage against Raggruppamento Bignami. The Italian group became disorganized.

8-11 September 1942
To General Alexander: From the Commanding officer of the Eighth Army, General Montgomery: Give me a fortnight and I can resist the German attack. Give me three weeks, and I can defeat the Boche. Give me a month and I can chase him out of Africa. End of transmission.

A squadron of Blenheim Mk-IV bombers refitted at Alexandria. A squadron of Spitfires at Burg el Arab was refitted. A squadron of Hurricane fighters was overhauled at Dekheila and combined with another weakened squadron to form a full-strength unit. Four squadrons of Hurricane Mk-II fighters were refitted at El Hamman, Maaten Baggush, Qotifiya and Sidi Haneish.

Several squadrons of aircraft were received as reinforcements in North Africa. A squadron of Blenheim MK-IV’s was deployed at Cairo. Two squadrons of Hurricane Mk-II fighters was assigned to the airbase at Dekheila. A squadron of Spitfires was put on patrol at Burg el Arab.

The New Zealand 6th Infantry Brigade received replacements at Maaten Baggush. The WDR moved supply from Alexandria to Ghazal Station. [1SP] Convoys of trucks loaded supplies at Alexandria and moved them to Ghazal Station. Trucks also loaded supplies from Port Suez and delivered the cargo to Cairo and Alexandria. [1SP2T]

The Greek 1st Brigade arrived at El Alamein. The New Zealand 6th Brigade rejoined the rest of the division. A squadron of Spitfires and a squadron of Hurricanes were ordered to sweep the Italian aircraft at Bir el Kenayis. Italian Macchi 200’s met the British Spitfires. Both sides aborted after contact.  

A squadron of Hurricanes and another squadron of Spitfires were sent to sweep the Luftwaffe at the unnamed airbase on the coastal road between Sidi Barrani and Mersa Matruh.  A squadron of Messerschmitts scrambled and engaged the Spitfires. The Spitfires did not fair well this time and took substantial losses. None of the Hurricane Mk-II fighters returned.

The British ordered another group to attack the Luftwaffe. The Bf-109’s took a number of losses, as did the British Hurricanes. Both sides aborted.

Two squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks were sent to interdict along the track to the east of Rommel’s force. 

Two squadrons of USAF B-24’s were sent to bomb the Italian airbase at Bir el Kenayis. The mission evaded enemy flak and was able to deliver its payload. The airbase was heavily damaged. [Reduced to level 1] Additionally, some CR.42 biplanes were wiped out on the ground.

A bombing run was also ordered against the Luftwaffe base at Mersa Matruh. Two squadrons of Wellingtons and two squadrons of Baltimores attacked. He mission encountered enemy flak and some of the Wellingtons were lost. The bombardment has negligible effect as the mission missed the target.

General Maletti activated and moved some of the separated units of the Ariete to bolster the disorganized units. The GGFF division was released from reserve to cover Maletti’s rear area flank.

The Commonwealth attempted to capitalize on the exposed and disorganized Italian Ariete Division. The Italians sacrificed the 8th Med. Tank battalion and the Australian 20th Infantry Brigade took heavy casualties.

Three squadrons of Wellingtons were joined by a squadron of Blenheim Mk-IV’s and were ordered to bomb the Luftwaffe airbase at Mersa Matruh. The mission successfully evaded flak and dropped their payload on the airbase. The airbase was already functioning at a reduced level of capacity, so the bombardment did little further damage, except at a number of Messerschmitts were nailed on the ground.

A mission made up of Hurricanes, Blenheims, Baltimores, and Marylands went after the Sidi el Kenayis airbase. The mission found its target and destroyed some more of the biplanes on the ground.

The Luftwaffe refitted three squadrons of Messerschmitts at Mersa Matruh and the rear airbase, and the Italians refitted three squadrons of fighters at Sidi el Kenayis. [3T] The Ju-52’s at Crete were also overhauled.

The 900th Pioneer battalion was rebuilt at Sidi Barrani for the 90th Leicht. The rest of the Italian Folgore Division came across the Mediterranean along with supplies from Sicily, and debarked at Tripoli. [2SP] Ju-52’s landed at Gasr el Abid with supplies. [1SP]

Coastal shipping vessels were used to move supply from Tripoli to Tobruk and the 186th Paratroop regiment to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] 900th battalion fueled and rejoined the division.

Axis trucks moved supplies from Tobruk and Gasr el Abid to Sidi Barrani. [2SP] Additional trucks were ordered from DAK HQ to Tripoli. The Italian 57th Infantry battalion pulled into Buqbuq. The 32nd Assault engineer battalion advanced to Halfaya Pass. 

German artillery combined to barrage the New Zealand 2nd Division. The New Zealanders became disorganized.

KG Schutte’s force was released from reserve. After fueling the panzer grenadier units, the force moved up to engage the New Zealand Division. KG Schutte followed up with an all-out attack against the 2nd New Zealand. The 28th Infantry battalion was wrecked and the 5th and 6th Brigades took heavy casualties, but held its ground.

12-14 September 1942
The Ju-52 transports based out of Crete were refitted. The 1-46th Flak battalion and supplies from Sicily arrived at the port in Tripoli and debarked. [2SP2T]

The 187th Paratroop regiment moved from Tripoli to Sidi Barrani aboard coastal shipping vessels. The 185th and the 8th Assault battalion of the Folgore Division debarked at Tobruk and Bardia from Tripoli. Ju-52’s landed at Gasr el Abid with supplies from Crete. [1SP]

Truck convoys arrived at Tripoli and loaded supplies. [2SP] The Brescia Division advanced to Tobruk along the coastal via Balbia. Italian 32nd Assault battalion advanced along the Trigh el Abd to Bir Enba. 57th Battalion made it to Sidi el Barrani. The Pistoia Division continued along the coastal road to the hedgehogs near Charing Cross. 90th Leicht and KG Schutte fueled and pulled back away from the 2nd New Zealand. 

305th Flak battalion (21st PZ) ARRIVED AT Bir el Kenayis. Axis truck convoys moved supplies from Tobruk and Gasr el Abid to Sidi Barrani. [2SP]

Artillery from the 50th Infantry Division were ordered to issue a barrage against 3rd Aufklarung, which subsequently became disorganized. Artillery from 44th Infantry Division fired on the Ariete Division. The Ariete Division became disorganized as well. The German attack was blunted.

Three squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks were refitted at the airstrips at Qasaba, Maaten Baggush, and Fuka. Four squadrons of Hurricanes were rearmed at Dekheila, Amiriya, and Qotifiya. A squadron of Spitfire Mk-V fighters was refitted at Burg el Arab. Three squadrons of Baltimores and a squadron of Marylands were refueled at Alexandria airbases. Four squadrons of Wellingtons were overhauled at Aboukir. A squadron of Wellingtons refitted at Port Said. Two squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV bombers refitted at Cairo and two squadrons of USAF B-24’s refitted at Port Suez.

A new squadron of Beaufighters was released as reinforcements and assigned to the Amiriya airbase. A new squadron of USAF P-40 Warhawks was deployed at Ghazal Station. The 5th Indian divisional trucks were recalled for deployment in the Mid East. The 28th New Zealand battalion was rebuilt at 30th HQ.

The WDR delivered supplies from Alexandria to Ghazal Station. [1SP] Commonwealth Truck convoys also moved cargo from Alexandria to Ghazal Station. [2SP] Trucks from the Delta, delivered supply as well. [1SP] 

The 11th Household Cavalry Regiment boarded rail cars at Port Said and arrived at Amiriya, where they detrained. 2nd Derby armored car battalion debarked at Port Said. 

A fighter sweep was ordered against the Luftwaffe based at Mersa Matruh. A squadron of Spitfires encountered a squadron of Bf-109’s on this mission. The Spitfires lost their nerve and aborted to Burg el Arab. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II'’ attempted to engage the Gustavs. The Messerschmitts and the Mark-II’s aborted. A third squadron attacked another squadron of Bf-109’s. A number of the older model Hurricanes were shot down while the rest limped home to Dekheila. 

Another mission of fighters was sent to disrupt the Luftwaffe aircraft at Mersa Matruh. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II’s engaged a squadron of Bf-109’s. The Hurricanes were hit hard during the aerial battle and terminated the mission after losing several aircraft. A second squadron of Hurricanes attacked. The British pilots aborted again. 

A third mission was sent to sweep the Luftwaffe in an intensified effort to gain local air superiority. A squadron of hurricane Mk-II fighter quickly engaged the stalwart Luftwaffe pilots. The British pilots aborted after taking a number of losses. A second squadron of Hurricanes hit the Messerschmitts. This time both sides aborted.

A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks was sent to interdict the track near Rommel’s 21st Panzer division. They encountered no enemy flak and continued with their mission. New Zealand 28th Infantry fueled and returned to the front. 

The 44th Divisional artillery was ordered to barrage the Ariete Division. The Ariete became disorganized as a result. The 50th Infantry division ordered its artillery to barrage the 3rd Aufklarung, which subsequently became disorganized.

General Maletti was attacked by a large force of Commonwealth units including British, Australian and South African infantry. The Ariete lost the Novarra Light armored battalion and the 10th Tank battalion. The 551st Assault Gun Battalion was also lost while covering the retreat.

15-18 September 1942
Four squadrons of Ju-52 Transports were refitted at the Crete airbases. The Messerschmitt fighters based at Mersa Matruh were also overhauled. [1T] 

The 10th Corps HQ rebuilt the 62nd Trento Infantry regiment at Tobruk. The 1-46th flak battalion was embarked on coastal vessels at Tripoli and debarked at Sidi Barrani. Italian and German personnel replacements arrived at Tobruk from Tripoli with supplies. [2T]  

Supply from Sicily arrived at Tripoli [2SP2T] along with the German 190th Panzerjaeger battalion, and the Italian 3rd and 5th antitank battalions. Axis trucks moved supply from Gasr el Abid to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] 

The 1-18th Flak battalion advanced upon the Indian 5th division hunkered down in hedgehogged positions.  

Axis artillery was ordered to issue a barrage against the New Zealand 2nd Division. The New Zealand division became disorganized. 21st Panzer also fired an artillery barrage against the Indian 5th division. The barrage had no effect due to the hedgehogs.

The 90th Leicht was released from reserve and advanced upon the 2nd New Zealand division. General Freyberg’s unit repulsed the attack, leaving the 900th Pioneer battalion wrecked. The New Zealand infantry conceded ground and pulled back to limit their casualties.

Rommel activated and he and General Von Bismarck ordered the 21st Panzer Division to attack the Indian 5th Division, led by General Briggs. The defenders gained surprise and for a second time, the German attack was repulsed. The 200th Pioneer battalion was lost and the Indian 10th Brigade took heavy losses.

Two squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks were refitted at Qasaba and Maaten Baggush. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters was overhauled at the airstrip at el Hamman. Two squadrons of Hurricane Mk-I and twos squadrons of MK-II fighters refitted at the airbase at Dekheila. Two weakened Mk-II squadrons joined to create a full-strength unit. Lastly, a squadron of Spitfires was refueled at Burg el Arab. 

The Free French 1st Spahis armored car battalion debarked at Port Said. The battered New Zealand 2nd Division pulled back across the wadi south of Qasaba. The 50th Infantry pulled away from the coast at Garawla and moved 5 miles east along the coastal road. 10th Indian Brigade pulled out of the hedgehog and joined the 13th Corps in order to receive replacements. The 29th Brigade was ordered to assume 10th Brigade’s former position. 

The 1st HCR armored car battalion was fueled at Amiriya and moved along the coastal highway to the northern flank, where it joined the 2nd Free French infantry east of Garawla. 2nd Derby battalion boarded rail cars at Port Said and detrained at Amiriya.

A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks was ordered to interdict Rommel’s 21st Panzer. A squadron of Italian MC.200 intercepted them. The Italian fighters were bounced by the British and badly damaged before they aborted to their airbase at Bir el Kenayis. The P-40’s continued to interdict. A squadron of MC.202’s from Bir el Kenayis intercepted the British fighters. This time the Kittyhawks aborted to their base at Fuka. The British intensifies their efforts by ordering more P-40 Kittyhawks to interdict the 21st Panzer. The interdiction aircraft encountered enemy flak and took substantial losses. This forced them to abort the mission. The P-40’s flew to Maaten Baggush. Not giving up, the British sent a third mission to attempt to interdict the 21st Panzer. The Kittyhawks weathered the flak and were able to continue the mission. 

An concentrated fighter sweep mission was planed against the Luftwaffe based at Mersa Matruh. Four squadrons of Hurricanes from Dekheila were ordered to attack the airbase. A squadron of Bf-109 Gustavs greeted them. The first wave of fighters engaged in a furious aerial battle, which destroyed a number of aircraft on both sides. Eventually the Messerschmitts aborted and did the Hurricanes. In continuing action, another squadron of Hurricane Mk-II’s engaged a weakened squadron of Messerschmitts. Both sides aborted before taking losses. The Luftwaffe was simply overwhelmed by numbers.

A squadron of USAF P-40 Warhawks went to engage the Italian biplanes at Bir el Kenayis. All of the CR.42’s were shot down, while some of the Americans were hit. Three squadrons of British fighters were ordered to neutralize the Luftwaffe near Sidi Barrani. A squadron of Spitfires Mk-V fighters confronted the Messerschmitts. The Bf-109’s were simply overrun and although they attempted to scramble, they all were destroyed. 

The USAF B-24 Liberators were ordered to attack the airbase at Mersa Matruh. Although they evaded enemy flak, the two squadrons failed to hit the target. A force of British bombers was ordered to attack the Italian airbase at Bir el Kenayis. The force consisted of Wellingtons and Marylands. The mission avoided enemy flak and struck the target. All of the MC.200’s were destroyed on the ground, and a large number of MC.202 were hit as well. The Wellingtons returned safely to Aboukir and the Martin 167 Marylands returned intact to Amiriya. 

Supplies from Alexandria were moved to Ghazal Station by truck and the WDR. [2SP2T] Trucks from the Delta also delivered cargo to Ghazal Station.[1SP] Five squadrons of Blenheim Mk-II bombers were sent out to interdict along the coastal road west of Mersa Matruh, as well as the rear area of Rommel’s southern flank. All of the missions avoided enemy patrol zone flak.

A squadron of Fiat CR.42 biplanes found a group of Blenheims interdicting along the coastal road and chased them away. The Blenheims escaped without being hit. 

19-21 September 1942
 CW initiative 1st Player

The USAF B-24’s were refitted at Port Suez, All of the Blenheims returned safely to Cairo and were overhauled. [1T] A squadron of Martin Maryland bombers was refitted at Amiriya. Four squadrons of Hurricanes were refitted at the airbase at Dekheila. Two squadrons of Spitfires were refitted at Burg el Arab and El Hamman. USAF P-40’s were repaired for service at Ghazal Station. Three squadrons of Kittyhawks refitted at Fuka, Qotifiya, and Maaten Baggush. Two reduced units were combined into one full-strength squadron. Four squadrons of Wellingtons at the Airbase at Aboukir were rearmed.

A new squadron of Martin Baltimore Mk-V bombers was released as reinforcements and stationed with the rest at Alexandria. A British squadron of B-26 Marauders was stationed at the Amiriya airbase. The Indian 10th Infantry Brigade received replacements at 13th Corps HQ at Maaten Baggush. 

The French 1st Armored Car Battalion moved from Port Said to Amiriya by railroad. 2nd Derby armored car battalion fueled at Amiriya and joined the Indian 5th Division defending against the 21st Panzer. 

The 98th and 146th Field artillery battalions debarked at Port Said as reinforcements. The WDR moved supplies and personnel replacements from Alexandria to Maaten Baggush. [2T] The Indian 10th Brigade departed from 13th Corps and joined the French in hedgehogs behind the rest of the 5th Indian Division.

A mission of Consolidated B-24’s was ordered to hit the Luftwaffe at Mersa Matruh. Although they avoided flak, the mission missed its target again. A mission of Wellingtons was assigned to barrage the Bir el Kenayis airbase again. They found the target and proceeded to destroy all of the remaining Italian aircraft. (Macchi 202 Folgores)

Two squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks were ordered to conduct interdiction missions along the coastal road, and a third was sent to harass the 21st Panzer Division. No one encountered enemy flak, initially.

Five squadrons of Blenheim bombers were ordered to interdict along the tracks to the 15th and 21st panzers’ rear areas. No flak was encountered. Rommel activated and pulled the 21st Panzer back away from Commonwealth artillery.

Two squadrons of Bf-109’s were refitted and repaired at Mersa Matruh. [1T] A squadron of Fiat biplanes was refueled at Sidi Barrani. [1T] The airbases at Crete were able to refit four squadrons of Ju-52 transport aircraft.

Supplies from Sicily arrived at Tripoli and were unloaded to the Stockyards. [3SP] The 8th parachute regiment and 185th artillery battalion arrived at Buqbuq. The Italian 63rd Infantry Regiment (Trento) advanced to Alam Hammid. Italian 7th Bersaglieri Infantry pulled away from Sollum, and advanced to Sidi el Augeam.

Axis truck convoys from Tripoli arrived at Sidi el Barrani with cargo. [4SP] Trucks also delivered cargo from the Gasr el Abid airbase to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] Trucks were used to move supplies and personnel replacements from Tobruk and Bardia to DAK HQ. [1SP]

A squadron of Macchi 200’s re-based from the airstrip near Bir Khamsa to the airbase at Bir el Kenayis. A second squadron of MC.200’s from Gasr el Abid joined them. A squadron of MC.202’s re-based from Bir Enba to the airbase east of Sidi Barrani. A second squadron of MC.202’s from Gasr el Abid flew into the airbase east of Sidi Barrani.

Coastal shipping vessels were able to move supplies from Tripoli to ports at Tobruk and Bardia. [1SP2T] The 190th Panzerjaeger (90th Leicht) debarked at Sidi Barrani, from Tripoli. 

The Italian 65th Infantry regiment advanced to the position due south of Garawla. They ran into interdiction from a squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks, but this did not deter them. Ju-52’s landed at Gasr el Abid and delivered supplies. [1SP] The Luftwaffe 1-18 flak battalion advanced to spot fire on the 5th Indian Division.

The 2nd New Zealand’s artillery issued fire against the Italian Trieste infantry regiment. This disrupted the Italian unit. 

The 21st Panzer division ordered an artillery barrage against the hedgehogged Indian division. The British units became disorganized. The 90th Leicht fired artillery on the 10th Indian Division and it became disorganized. 161st Infantry took heavy losses in the bombardment. 

Unfortunately Rommel was unable to activate and the attack by 21st Panzer was postponed. KG Schutte also failed to activate. KG Schutte was released from reserve and moved in to attack 10th Indian. Schutte encountered interdiction from British P-40’s but persevered. In the attack that followed, the Indian 161st Infantry was decimated. The 25th Infantry also took heavy losses and General Rees and the 10th Division retreated to a position 5 miles west of Sidi Haneish.

22-25 September 1942
The Ju-52 transports in Crete were refitted. A squadron of He-111’s and a squadron of Ju-88’s were overhauled at Gasr el Abid. [1T] 

The 900th Pioneer battalion (90th Leicht) was rebuilt at DAK HQ. Supplies and Italian personnel replacements debarked at Tripoli after arriving from Sicily. [3SP3T] Axis truck convoys moved supplies from Gasr el Abid airbase to Sidi Barrani. [1SP]

Axis trucks loaded supplies at Tobruk and Bardia and delivered the cargo to DAK HQ. [1SP2T] Ju-52’s landed at Gasr el Abid with more supplies. [1SP] Italian 57th Infantry regiment continued to advance along the coastal road. Its progress was slowed to a crawl do to British interdiction. The Brescia Division advanced along the coastal road and stopped at Alam Hammid.  

The Italian 62nd Infantry regiment, Luftwaffe 1-46th Flak battalion and the 190th Panzerjaeger passed through Maktila along the coastal road. The 900th Pioneer battalion fueled and attempted to rejoin the rest of the 90th Leicht Division. Its advance was hampered by British P-40 Kittyhawks.

The 1-43rd flak battalion fueled and advanced to hold a position in the line south of Garawla. 

Coastal shipping vessels moved supplies from Tripoli to Tobruk and Bardia. [1SP2T] The Italian 3rd Anti-tank battalion boarded ships at Tripoli and debarked at Sidi Barrani. Axis truck convoys arrived at Tripoli and loaded cargo for the front. [2SP] 

British artillery issued a barrage against KG Schutte. There was no correct spotter so the artillery spared no ammunition. In the awesome conflagration, KG Schutte became disorganized and the 361st Infantry regiment took heavy casualties.

The 21st Panzer was released from reserve and advanced to the 5th Division’s defensive position. Rommel ordered a sustained attack against the Commonwealth. The 2nd Derby battalion was lost, and Rommel retreated in order to prevent casualties to his precious panzers. Due to the interdiction of Kittyhawks and Blenheims, the 21st Panzer became disorganized.

Five squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV bombers returned to Cairo after a very successful interdiction run. They were overhauled for future action. [1T] Three squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks returned to base after completing their interdiction runs. They were refitted at the airstrips at Qotifiya, Maaten Baggush, and Fuka. The B-24 Liberators at the Port Suez airbase were refitted. Also, the Wellingtons at Aboukir were refitted for future missions.

The 9th Australian armored reconnaissance battalion was rebuilt at 30th Corps HQ. Indian 161st Infantry Brigade was also rebuilt at 30th Corps. The New Zealand 5th and 6th Infantry brigades received badly needed replacements at 13th Corps. They subsequently departed to rejoin the rest of the Division. 

The Indian 25th Brigade arrived at 13th Corps HQ to receive replacements. Australian 20th Brigade also pulled back to 13th Corps. Australian 9th armored battalion fueled at 30th Corps and advanced toward Maaten Baggush. 

Four squadrons of British fighters were ordered to sweep the Luftwaffe aircraft at Mersa Matruh. A squadron of Spitfires engaged in battle with a squadron of Messerschmitts. After an intense battle, both squadrons aborted. Next, a squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters struck another squadron of Bf-109’s. Both sides took heavy losses in the battle. The British fighters aborted after all of the Gustavs were destroyed. 

Three squadrons of fighters were sent out to sweep the Italian airbase at Bir el Kenayis. A squadron of Macchis met the Spitfires and lost. After several aircraft were destroyed the Italian pilots aborted. Another squadron of MC.200’s appeared and the Spitfires engaged them. Both squadrons aborted to base. 

Four squadrons of fighters were ordered to sweep the Italian fighters based east of Sidi Barrani. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II’s battled with an Italian squadron of MC.202 Folgores. The Hurricanes took heavy losses and terminated their mission. A second squadron of Hurricanes swept the Italians. The British squadron was decimated. Some P-40 Kittyhawks took up the battle after which, both sides aborted. The last squadron of Kittyhawks attacked a reduced squadron of Folgores. The Italian pilots aborted. 

The USAF B-24’s were ordered to bomb the Italian airbase to the east of Sidi Barrani. This time they found the target and delivered their payload. More than half of the Italian aircraft was destroyed. 

A mission of Wellingtons was ordered to strike the Italian airbase at Bir el Kenayis. Although they found their target, they failed to destroy any aircraft. Four squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV’s were sent to barrage the Luftwaffe at Mersa Matruh. They failed to locate the target and returned safely to base at Cairo. 

The 146th and 98th Artillery battalions at Port Said fueled and moved to el Alamein. Personnel and equipment replacements disembarked at Alexandria. Supply was moved from Alexandria to Ghazal Station by rail and truck. [2SP]

Three squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks were ordered to conduct interdiction against the 21st Panzer Division and KG Schutte’s 90th Leicht. One squadron was hit hard by enemy flak and was forced to return to base.

A mission of bombers was ordered to barrage the Italian airbase at Bir el Kenayis. They encountered enemy flak and several of the Baltimores and the B-26’s were lost. The mission proceeded with the bombing run and succeeded in destroying some of the Italian Saettas on the ground.

26-28 September 1942
The Italian 31st Assault battalion stumbled upon an abandoned supply dump. [2T] 

Four squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks refitted at Fuka, Sidi Haneish, Maaten Baggush, and Ghazal Station. Two squadrons of Spitfires were refitted at Burg el Arab and El Hamman. Four squadrons of Hurricanes were overhauled at the airbase at Dekheila. A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II’s refitted at Amiriya and combined with another reduced squadron into a full-strength unit. Three Baltimores and a squadron of B-26 Marauders were rearmed and repaired at Alexandria. All of the Wellingtons at Aboukir airbase were overhauled. Four squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV’s and the B-24’s were refitted at the airbases at Cairo and Port Suez.

The British received at squadron of B-25 Mitchells at Alexandria. Personnel and equipment was moved to Maaten Baggush by the WDR. Equipment replacements debarked at Alexandria. Supplies were moved by truck from Alexandria to Ghazal Station. [1SP2T] 

The 46th armored battalion fueled and advanced forward to reinforce the British 44th Division. Trucks delivered supplies from the Delta to Ghazal Station. [1SP2T] The Free French 1st Armored car battalion fueled at Alexandria and moved to the front lines south of Garawla. 

A mission of B-24’s was ordered to bombard the Luftwaffe airbase at Mersa Matruh. Some of the Liberators were hit by enemy flak. Although the airbase was hit, none of the Messerschmitts were damaged. 

Another air strike was ordered against the Italian airbase at Bir el Kenayis. The Wellingtons all made it to the target safely and barraged the fighters on the ground. All of the MC.202’s were destroyed.

The 98th and 146th artillery battalions moved from El Alamein to Ghazal station. Two squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks were assigned to interdict the 21st Panzer and the 90th Leicht respectively. The missions encountered no enemy flak.

A squadron of MC.200’s moved to the empty airbase east of Sidi Barrani. 

The transport aircraft at Crete were refitted. A squadron of Bf-109’s was refueled at Mersa Matruh and another squadron of MC.200’s was refitted at Bir el Kenayis. [2T] 

Supplies from Sicily were transported across the Mediterranean and unloaded at Tripoli. [4SP] Axis trucks moved supplies from Gasr el Abid, Tobruk and Bardia to Sidi Barrani and DAK HQ. [2SP2T] 

Trucks loaded cargo from Tripoli and moved out to the supply dumps at Sidi Barrani and DAK. Coastal ships moved supplied to Tobruk, Bardia, and Benghazi. [2SP2T] The 7th Bersaglieri Infantry regiment advanced to Azzizaya. The Brescia Infantry Division arrived at Sidi Barrani. The Folgore Parachute Division advanced to Charing Cross.  

The Luftwaffe 1-18 flak advanced to spot for the 21st Panzer artillery. Ju-52’s landed at Gasr el Abid with fresh supplies. [1SP] 

Commonwealth artillery from the New Zealand 2nd and there 11th RHA issued a barrage against the Schutte group. KG Schutte was knocked out of reserve and disorganized. Worse yet, the 900th Pioneers battalion was wrecked. 

The artillery from the Indian 5th Division hit Rommel and his force. The barrage succeeded in disorganizing the 21st Panzer. 

29-30 September 1942
The Ju-52 transports at the airbases on Crete were overhauled. Supplies from Italy arrived and were unloaded at Tripoli. [3SP] Axis truck convoys from Tripoli delivered supplies to Sidi Barrani. [2SP] Axis trucks moved supplies from Tobruk, Bardia, and Gasr el Abid, to Sidi Barrani and the DAK HQ. [2SP2T]

7th Bersaglieri arrived at Maktila. The 190th Panzerjaeger and the 1-18th Flak battalion advanced to meet up with the rear elements of 90th Leicht near el Hukuma. 

Ju-52 transports landed at Gasr el Abid with supplies. [1SP] Coastal ships loaded supplies at Tripoli and delivered them to the ports at Benghazi, Tobruk and Sidi Barrani. [2SP3T] 

Commonwealth artillery issued a barrage against KG Schutte. The German group became disorganized. The artillery of 5th Indian Division fires a barrage aginst the 21st Panzer to no effect.

The 15th with Colonel Marcks and the 21st Panzer Division were released from reserve and fueled and advanced to attack the 5th Indian. The 21st Panzer artillery was ordered to barrage. There was no effect. Rommel gained surprise and the 5th Indian suffered a terrible defeat. Both the 9th and 29th Brigades took heavy losses and finally retreated. The Rommel captured the defensive positions.   

Two squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks returned to base after successful interdiction missions. Three squadrons of Kittyhawks were refitted at Fuka, Qasaba, and Qotifiya. Four squadrons of Wellingtons were overhauled at the airbase at Aboukir. The USAF B-24’s at the Port Suez airbase were also refitted. 

The Indian 25th Infantry and Australian 20th Infantry Brigades accepted replacements at 13th Corps. The 25th Indian rejoined the rest of the 10th Division, and the 20th Australian moved to the southern flank hedgehog position. 

The 40th RTR armored battalion fueled and crossed the Rahman track to reinforce the southern flank. Four squadrons of fighters were ordered to attack the Luftwaffe at Mersa Matruh. A squadron of Spitfires sought out the Messerschmitts and offered battle. The Spitfires took a beating from the Luftwaffe and aborted to El Hamman after taking a number of losses. The Bf-109’s didn’t return.

Two squadrons of Hurricanes were ordered to sweep the Bir el Kenayis airbase. A squadron of MC.200’s was active in the area and the two sides got tangled up in battle. The Saettas were overwhelmed by the Hurricanes and were all destroyed before they could return to base. 

A squadron of Hurricanes and a squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks were ordered to sweep the Italian aircraft at the airbase east of Sidi Barrani. There was a lone squadron of MC.200’s on patrol. The Italian pilots decided to abort before things got out of control. 

Commonwealth truck convoys moved supplies from Port Suez and Alexandria to Ghazal Station. {2SP2T] And the WDR moved additional freight from Alexandria to Ghazal Station. [1SP]

1-4 October 1942
A squadron of Kittyhawks based at the airstrip at Fuka refueled. Two squadrons of Spitfires were refitted at Burg el Arab and el Hamman. For Squadrons of Hurricanes were rearmed at the airbase at Dekheila, and a squadron was refitted at Amiriya. 

Personnel replacements and equipment were released for use in Egypt and debarked at Alexandria. The WDR and Commonwealth truck convoys moved supplies from Alexandria to Ghazal Station. [2SP1T] Truck convoys from the Delta delivered cargo to Ghazal Station. [1SP2T]

10th Corps received orders to move its operation to the area west of the el Taqa Plateau, where it will direct a flanking maneuver against Rommel’s line.  The 12th Field artillery battalion and the 2nd South African Infantry Division were ordered to follow as a garrison.

The 7th Armored Division fueled and moved to the Plateau along the Barrel Track. Jock Campbell joined them by means of a staff vehicle. 40th and 50th RTR battalions were ordered to join the 7th Armored.

A mission consisting of B-24 bombers was ordered to bombard Rommel and the 21st Panzer at its assumed location. The Liberators endured enemy flak and proceeded to bomb the target. The panzers became disorganized. A mission of Wellingtons was sent to strike Bignami and his Italian forces outside of Commonwealth hedgehog position. Bignami and the Ariete units with him became disorganized.

A sqaudron of MC.200’s was refitted at the unnamed airbase between Sidi Barrani and Mersa Matruh. The Ju-52 transports at Crete were also refitted. The Tripoli stockyards lost supplies due to attrition. [1SP] 

Italian reinforcements arrived at Tripoli. The 2-87th Infantry battalion debarked along with 336th Infantry Regiment. Also the German Buhse Infantry regiment and supplies from Sicily were transported to Tripoli. [2T]

Coastal vessels moved supplies from Tripoli to Benghazi, Tobruk and Sidi Barrani. [2SP3T] Axis truck convoys moved supplies from Tobruk, Gasr Abid, and Tripoli to Sidi Barrani. [6SP] Ju-52’s from Crete delivered supplies to Gasr el Abid. [1SP]

164th Leicht Division and the Italian 3rd Antitank battalion advanced to Charing Cross. 57th Infantry battalion moved along the coastal road to Garawla. 62nd Infantry Regiment (Trento) arrived at Mersa Matruh. The GGFF Infantry Regiment rejoined the rest of the division on the track below Mersa Matruh. The Pistoia Division advanced along the Trigh to Bir el Kenayis.

Commonwealth artillery launched a massive barrage against the 15th Panzer division. The 15th Panzer became disorganized. 

The 90th Leicht artillery barraged the Commonwealth forces defending on the coastal road, west of Qasaba. The Commonwealth units became disorganized. 65th Infantry regiment joined with the 57th Infantry brigade in attacking the Commonwealth units. Both Italian units were wrecked and the Commonwealth lost the 1st HCR armored car battalion. 

The Italian Folgore Division was released from reserve and moved to Garawla. The Elite parachute division was ordered to attack the Commonwealth position again. The Italians lost the 8th assault engineer battalion while Brigadier Lomax’s 16th Brigade took heavy casualties. 

5-7 October 1942
The B-24 Bombers at the airbase at Suez were refitted. Four squadrons of Wellingtons were refueled at Aboukir airbases. The 1st HCR Armored car battalion was rebuilt at Alexandria. 

The WDR moved personnel replacements to 13th Corps and supplies to Ghazal Station. [2T] 52nd Field Artillery and 69th Med. Artillery battalions landed at Alexandria as reinforcements. Commonwealth trucks moved supplies from Alexandria to Ghazal Station. [1SP] Trucks from Suez also moved supplies to Ghazal station. 1SP] Jock Campbell, the 7th Armored Division and two armored battalions fueled and advanced along the Barrel Track toward the German right flank. The 1st HCR battalion fueled up at Alexandria and advanced back to the front lines outside of Qasaba. 

Four squadrons of Hurricanes flew in to attack the Italian aircraft based east of Sidi Barrani. A squadron of MC.200’s was discovered, and the Hurricanes sought engagement. The Italian pilots aborted to base. 

A mission of USAF B-24’s was ordered to bombard the 21st Panzer division. The 21st Panzer became disorganized, and Rommel was almost killed. The 33rd Pioneer battalion was hit and heavily damaged in the air strike.

The USAF ordered a mission of B-25 Mitchells to barrage the Italian Folgore Division. The Parachute division became disorganized. The British Airforce sent a mission of Wellingtons, Hurricanes and B-25’s to strike the Bignami Raggruppamento at Mingar Qaim. The 3rd Light battalion was destroyed and the rest of the group became disrupted. 

The 16th Brigade pulled back to Corps to receive replacements. The 150th Brigade took its place west of Qasaba.

Ju-52 transports from Crete were overhauled and a squadron of MC.200’s outside of Sidi Barrani was refitted. [1T] 

German personnel replacements and supplies crossed the Mediterranean and debarked at Tripoli. [3SP3T] Trucks from Benghazi transported supplied to Sidi Barrani. [2SP] Truck convoys moved supplies from Gasr el Abid to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] Ju-52’s landed at Gasr Abid with more supplies. [1SP]

Coastal ships loaded the 2-87th Infantry and the 5th Antitank battalions at Tripoli and debarked them at Tobruk. The Buhse Infantry regiment traveled from Tripoli to Sidi Barrani on coastal shipping transports.

50th divisional artillery was ordered to barrage the 3rd Aufklarung. The attack caused the German units to become disorganized. 

The 90th Leicht ordered an artillery barrage against the Commonwealth position outside of Qasaba, resulting in disorganization. 

61st and 62nd Infantry regiments (Trento) were released and advanced to meet the commonwealth to the south. The 164th Leicht Division was released and moved to the position at Garawla. The German and Italian force attacked with full-force. The attack did not go well as the defenders gained tactical surprise. The 220th Pioneer battalion was wrecked and the attacking force retreated. 

8-11 October 1942
The USAF B-24 Liberators at Suez were refitted. The Wellingtons stationed at Aboukir were also overhauled. Four squadrons of Hurricanes were refitted at the airbase at Dekheila. A squadron of B-25’s was refueled at Alexandria. Hurricane Mk-II tactical bombers was rearmed at Amiriya. Two squadrons of Wellingtons refitted at the airbase at Port Said and two squadrons of USAF B-25’s refitted at Cairo.

Brigadier Lomax and the 16th Brigade received replacements at 13th Corps HQ. Grey’s armored reconnaissance battalion was rebuilt at 13th Corps HQ. 

A mission of Hurricanes was ordered to sweep the Italian fighters based to the east of Sidi Barrani. A squadron of MC.200’s scrambled. The Italian pilots aborted after realizing that they were heavily outnumbered.

USAF B-24’s hit the 21st Panzer again. Rommel’s units became disorganized. Four squadrons of Wellingtons from Aboukir attacked the 164th Leicht and Folgore divisions. The Axis units became disorganized and the 22oth Panzerjaeger was eliminated.

Two squadrons of Wellington bombers and a squadron of B-25’s attacked the Italian Trento Division, which subsequently became disorganized in the confusion. A squadron of Hurricane fighter-bombers was ordered to search out the Bignami Raggruppamento. When identified, the British aircraft attacked and left the Italians disorganized.

The Regia Aeronautica refitted a squadron of MC.200’s at the airbase near Sidi Barrani. Axis fighters are few and far between these days. Four squadrons of Ju-52 transports were refueled and loaded at the airbases on Crete.

Supplies from Sicily finally reached Tripoli and were unloaded from the ships to the stockyards. [3SP] Axis truck convoys brought the Italian 336th Infantry regiment and supplies to Benghazi. [1SP] Truck convoys moved supplies from Gasr Abid to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] Ju-52’s landed at Gasr Abid with needed supplies. [1SP]

164th Leicht Division pulled back to Mersa Matruh. The 220th Reconnaissance battalion advanced to Mersa Matruh to re-joined the 164th Division. The 124th Infantry regiment fueled at DAK and moved to Sidi Barrani, then Mersa Matruh to rejoin the 164th. 

German personnel replacements boarded ships and were transported to Sidi Barrani. Supplies were loaded onto coastal shipping vessels at Tripoli and moved to Tobruk, Bardia and Gazala. [1SP3T] 

A squadron of Ba.65’s and a squadron of Italian Ju-87 Stukas, re-based from the airbase at Benina to Sidi Barrani. 

12-14 October 1942
The Ju-52 transports stationed on Crete were refitted. Ground crews at Sidi Barrani overhauled two squadrons of Italian tactical bombers. 900th Pioneer battalion (90th Leicht) was rebuilt at Sidi Barrani. [1T] Supplies from Sicily trickled in to the port facilities at Tripoli. [3SP] 

Axis truck convoys moves supplies from Tobruk, Bardia and Gasr el Abid to Sidi Barrani. [2SP2T] Trucks from Benghazi delivered supplies to Sidi Barrani. [2SP] 15th Panzer fueled and pulled out of the defensive positions and moved south to face the 7th Armored. The 21st Panzer fueled and took the 15th’s left flank. Italian 21st Corps artillery fueled and joined Colonel Marcks. Ju-52 transports landed at Gasr Abid with supplies. [1SP]

Jock Campbell was able to react to this threat and the 7th Armored and the attached armored battalions fueled and pulled back along the Barrel Track. The 50th Divisional artillery and the 11th Armored artillery fires on the Ramcke Division. The artillery barrage proved deadly and the 12 Infantry regiment, Littorio was severely damaged. New Zealand 2nd division’s artillery fires a barrage against KG Schutte. The volley had little if any effect. British 44th Division was ordered to issue a barrage against the Trieste Division. The Italians became disorganized in the chaos. 

The artillery of 90th Leicht was ordered to barrage the Commonwealth position outside of Qasaba. The Commonwealth defenders became disrupted in the aftermath. 

General Maletti and the 552nd assault gun battalion advanced toward Qasaba. The 164th Leicht Division and the Folgore Parachute Division were released from reserve and advanced upon the Commonwealth troops outside of Qasaba. 

General Maletti and the Italio-German force attacked the Commonwealth position at full force. This time the attack favored the Axis and the HLC battalion was wrecked. The 150th Infantry brigade and the Free French 2nd Brigade both took heavy casualties, but held the position. 

Commonwealth ground crews overhauled numerous aircraft at Aboukir, Port Said, Port Suez, Dekheila, and Amiriya. A new squadron of Spitfires was released as reinforcements and placed on patrol at El Hamman. Two new squadrons of Hurricanes arrived and were placed on station at Amiriya. 

The 1st HCR battalion was rebuilt at 13th Corps HQ. Personnel and equipment replacements arrived and were unloaded at Alexandria. Four squadrons of fighters were sent to overwhelm the Italians based to the east of Sidi Barrani. A squadron of MC.200’s took to the air. This time, all of the Saettas were shot down. Jock Campbell and the 7th Armored Division and two attached battalions moved to engage the 15th Panzer. The WDR and truck convoys delivered supplies to Ghazal Station. [2SP1T]

USAF B-24’s were ordered to bombard Colonel Marcks and the 15th Panzer Division. The German Kampfgruppe became disorganized as a result of the Liberators. Four squadrons of Wellington bombers were ordered to barrage the Italio-German force with General Maletti. The air attack hit with deadly force. The Luftwaffe 1-46th battalion, the 220th Reconnaissance battalion, and the 125th Infantry all took heavy casualties.

A squadron of Hurricane fighter-bombers was ordered to attack the Italian GGFF Division. That attack was also a stunning success and the 4th Libyan battalion was all but destroyed.

Rommel brought in the 21st Panzer to buttress the shaken 15th Panzer division. The artillery from the 21st Panzer and the Italian Corps were ordered to issue a barrage against the 7th Armored division. The barrage was largely successful, and the 50th armored battalion was hit hard and Campbell’s entire division became disorganized. Campbell called the attack off and attempted to restore order to his men. 

15-18 October 1942
Ju-52’s stationed on Crete were refitted and loaded with supplies. The Italian Navy had incredible success in delivering personnel and supplies this week. [5SP3T] Italian personnel replacements debarked at Tripoli.

Axis truck convoys moved supply from Tobruk, Bardia, and Gasr Abid to Sidi Barrani. [2SP2T] Trucks from Benghazi delivered supply to Sidi Barrani. [2SP] Ju-52’s landed at Gasr el Abid with cargo, which was unloaded at the airbase. [1SP] Coastal vessels carried Italian replacements from Tripoli to Sidi Barrani. Also, cargo from Tripoli was delivered to Bardia, Tobruk and Benghazi. [2SP]

The Afrika artillery Regiment fueled from DAK and joined Rommel on the southern flank. The Italian PAI and Provisional motorcycle battalions moved to cut off the 7th armored division.

Campbell was unable to activate to escape Rommel’s trap. Rommel ordered the 24th Corps artillery, the Afrika artillery and the 155th artillery to barrage the 7th Armored Division. The barrage devastated the 40th armored battalion, which was reduced to a number of, burned out tank hulls. Both the 21st Panzer and 15th Panzer combined to attack the 7th Armored. The attack wrecked the 11th Hussars battalion while Rommel retreated. 

The USAF B-24 bombers were refitted at Port Suez airbase. The British Hurricanes at Amiriya were refueled and four squadrons of Wellingtons were overhauled at Aboukir. A new squadron of Wellington bombers was released as reinforcements and stationed at the airbase at Port Said. A new Squadron of Kittyhawks was received and stationed at Fuka. 

The 150th Infantry Brigade accepted replacements at 13th Corp HQ. 11th Hussars armored car battalion was rebuilt at 10th Corps HQ. 150th Infantry Brigade rejoined the rest of the British 50th Division. 

The WDR moved personnel replacements from Alexandria to 13th Corps and supplies to Ghazal Station. [2T] Equipment replacements fueled at Alexandria and moved to Dier el Munassila along the Barrel Track. Personnel and equipment replacements debarked at Port Said. 

British truck convoys moved supply from Alexandria to Ghazal station. [2SP] Trucks loaded supplies at Port Suez and transferred it to Ghazal Station. Two squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV bombers were sent to interdict due south of Marcks’ 15th Panzer and Rommel’s 21st Panzer. 

Two additional squadrons of Blenheims from Cairo were ordered to interdict the rear area of the two Italian Motorcycle battalions stationed on the Barrel Track. A squadron of Blenheims from Cairo was sent to interdict along the plateau north of the Barrel Track. 

A squadron of Beaufighters was ordered to interdict to the north of Bir Khalda. 7th Armored division fueled and pulled back along the plateau to the Barrel track. It was rejoined by the rebuilt 11th Hussars battalion. The 146th artillery and the 1st Free French artillery at Ghazal station were ordered to join the garrison at 10th Corps HQ. 

Three squadrons of Spitfires joined by a squadron of Hurricanes were sent to sweep the Luftwaffe fighters patrolling at Bir Enba. During the ongoing battles, a squadron of Spitfires aborted along with a squadron of Hurricane Mk-II ‘s. The two squadrons of Spitfires also aborted. The sweep was completely ineffective, but the Commonwealth took very little damage.

American B-24’s located the 21st Panzer and delivered their payload. As a result, Rommel’s force became disorganized. Four squadrons of Wellingtons were sent out to pummel Marcks and the 15th Panzer. The bombers struck and left the 15th Panzer in disarray.

A squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters was ordered to attack KG Schutte. The mission found the target and struck causing the Italian-German force to become disorganize.

19-21 October 1942
The crews at the airbases on Crete refitted four squadrons of Ju-52 transports. Supplies and freight from Sicily arrived in port in Tripoli and was unloaded. [3SP] Coastal vessels moved Italian personnel replacements to Sidi Barrani and cargo to Benghazi, Bardia and Tobruk. [2SP1T] Additionally, Ju-52’s landed at Gasr el Abid with cargo, which was unloaded. [1SP] 

Axis truck convoys moved supply from Tobruk, Bardia and Gasr el Abid to Sidi Barrani. [2SP2T] Trucks also loaded cargo at Tripoli. [4SP]

The Italian PAI motorcycle battalion fueled and re-deployed to Bir Khalda. The Italians encountered interdiction from British Blenheims. This left the Provisional battalion covering the Barrel track. 

The New Zealand 2nd division fired an artillery barrage against General Maletti’s force, but this had negligible effect. 

The 90th Leicht artillery fired a barrage on the Commonwealth forces outside of Qasaba. The result was the complete disorganization of the Allied defenders.  

General Maletti’s force activated, and the 3rd Aufklarung and Italian Folgore Division advanced on the Commonwealth position again. They held nothing back when they attacked. The Commonwealth force repulsed the Axis attack yet again, and the Kroh parachute battalion was wrecked.

Five squadrons of Blenheims returned to base at Cairo after a successful interdiction mission. A squadron of Beaufighter landed at Abu Sueir after completing its interdiction missions.

The aircrews at Cairo refitted the Blenheim Mk-IV’s. [1T] The USAF B-24 Liberators were overhauled at the Port Suez airbase. The ground crews at Aboukir readied four squadrons of Wellingtons for their next mission. A squadron of Hurricanes refitted at the airbase at Dekheila. Spitfires refueled at El Hammad, Burg el Arab, and Amiriya. 

The 7th Armored division fueled. 7th Brigade advanced to meet Italian Motorcycle battalion on the Barrel track. A squadron of Hurricanes was called in to hip shoot. The Italians became disorganized and were overrun by the 7th Armored division. The Provisional Bersaglieri was completely destroyed with no losses to the 7th Armored. 

Five squadrons of Blenheims were sent on a variety of interdiction missions near Bir Khalda, the two German panzer divisions and the Barrel Track. A squadron of Beaufighters was ordered to interdict the area south of Mersa Matruh and a second squadron of Beaufighters was sent to interdict along the track below Bir el Kenayis.

The WDR and truck convoys moved supplies from Alexandria to Ghazal Station. [3SP] Personnel and equipment replacements were moved from Port Said to Amiriya, where they detrained.

A mission of USAF Consolidated Liberators bombed the 21st Panzer and the Afrika Artillery regiment was heavily damaged. British Wellingtons were sent to barrage the 15th Panzer on the Axis south flank. They hit the target and the German division became disorganized.

22-25 October 1942
The 2nd RAF battalion found an abandoned supply store on the Barrel Track. 

Five squadrons of Blenheims landed at the airbase in Cairo and two Beaufighters returned to base at Abu Sueir after completing successful interdiction missions. The ground crews at Aboukir, Cairo, Abu Sueir, Amiriya, and Port Suez completed the refit of the British and American aircraft.

Personnel replacements entrained at Amiriya and traveled by rail to Maaten Baggush, where they detrained. Supplies were also moved from Alexandria to Ghazal Station by the WDR and truck convoys. [2SP2T] Truck convoys loaded cargo at Port Suez and returned to Alexandria. [1SP]

A squadron of Hurricane fighter-bombers was called in to hip shoot the 1-43rd flak battalion. The Luftwaffe unit was wiped out in the hail of ordnance. Five squadrons of Blenheims Mk-IV bombers were sent to interdict the area surrounding Bir Khalda. One squadron entertained enemy flak but was able to withstand the fire and continue the mission.

Two squadrons of Beaufighters were sent to interdict the areas near Mersa Matruh and Qasaba. Some enemy flak was encountered but had little effect. 

A squadron of CR.42’s from Sidi Barrani was sent to chase away the Blenheims interdicting near Bir Khalda. The British pilots aborted before taking losses, as there were plenty of other units interdicting in the area. The Italian biplanes returned to base at Sidi Barrani. 

The CR.42’s at Sidi Barrani were overhauled for the next missions. [1T] The 12th Infantry Regiment (Littorio) was rebuilt at DAK HQ. Supplies and German personnel sailed to Tripoli from Sicily. The cargo was unloaded and stored in the Tripoli stockyards. [3SP3T]

Truck convoys moved supplies and cargo to Sidi Barrani. [4SP2T] Ju-52’s landed at Gasr el Abid and unloaded supplies. [1SP] Coastal vessels loaded cargo at Tripoli and sailed along the coast to Tobruk where the supplies were unloaded. [1SP] Cargo was also moved by ship to Sidi Barrani, Bardia, and Benghazi. [1SP1T]

A squadron of CR.42’s was ordered to attack the Bristol Blenheims on interdiction along the south of the German panzers. The British pilots fought and both sides took loses before the battle ended. The British returned to Ismalia where they can combine with another squadron and the Fiat biplanes landed at Sidi Barrani.

The British 50th Division fired its artillery against the 3rd Aufklarung. The German Kampfgruppe became disorganized. The 2nd New Zealand fired a barrage against the General Maletti’s Raggruppamento. The salvo had no effect. 44th Infantry was ordered to barrage the Trieste Division. That too had little effect.

The 90th Leicht and Folgore artillery was ordered to barrage the British defensive position outside of Qasaba. The British units became disorganized. 

Trieste was released from reserve and the 66th Infantry regiment advanced to the southwest of the Commonwealth position. The 11th armored battalion advanced to the left flank of 66th Infantry. KG Schutte was released and the 288th Sonderverband regiment and the Trento Infantry Division advanced to the battle, joining the 66th Infantry. 90th Leicht fueled and linked up with the 11th Armored battalion. Maletti released the 164th Leicht Division to Garawla, and the 556th Assault gun to cover the flank.

In the following attack the 1st HCR armored car battalion was badly damage, as was the 1st French armored car battalion. The 16th Infantry Brigade also took heavy casualties. Despite this, the Commonwealth position held out.

26-28 October 1942
Three squadrons of Blenheims returned to Cairo after completing successful interdiction missions. Ground crews overhauled and refueled them. [1T] Two squadrons of Beaufighters landed at Bu Sueir after successful interdiction missions. The two squadrons were refitted for their next missions. 

A squadron of Hurricane fighter-bombers was rearmed at Amiriya. A squadron of Blenheims refitted at Ismalia and combined with another reduced squadron into a full-strength unit.

1st HCR Armored car battalion was rebuilt at 30th Corps HQ near el Alamein. Trucks with freight from Port Suez unloaded cargo at Ghazal Station and then returned to Port Suez where more supply was loaded. [1SP] 

The WDR moved supplies from Alexandria to Ghazal station by railroad. [1SP] Commonwealth truck convoys delivered supplies from Alexandria to Ghazal Station. [2SP]

The British Air Force ordered four squadrons of Spitfires and Hurricanes to sweep the Luftwaffe airbase at Bir Enba. A squadron of Bf-109 Gustavs was waiting. Four squadrons of Wellingtons were sent to barrage the supply yards at Sidi Barrani. The mission encountered flak and lost a few Wellingtons. The mission hit the target and destroyed some supply. [2T]

Five squadrons of Blenheims from Cairo and Ismalia were sent to interdict the areas near Mersa Matruh and Bir Khamsa. USAF B-24’s were sent to barrage the Bir Enba airstrip. They hit the target but failed to damage any of the Messerschmitts. 

50th Infantry Division was ordered to barrage KG Schutte. As a result the Italian 62nd Infantry Regiment was destroyed and the gruppe became disorganized. 

The 44th Infantry Division and the 2nd New Zealand Division joined in a counterattack against KG Schutte. The 288th Sonderverband was eliminated and the Italian infantry was forced to retreat. KG Schutte was dismantled.

Aircraft stationed on the Island of Crete were refitted for service. Ground crews of the Regia Aeronautica refitted the remaining Fiat CR.42's’at Sidi Barrani. [1T] The Bf-109’s at Bir Enba were refueled and rearmed. [1T]

Supplies from Sicily arrived at Tripoli along with German personnel replacements. [3SP3T] Axis Truck convoys moved supplies from Benghazi, Tobruk, Bardia, Gasr el Abid, and Tripoli to Sidi Barrani. [4SP2T] 

Ju-52’s from Crete faithfully landed at Gasr el Abid and unloaded their precious cargo. [1SP] Supply and personnel at Tripoli was loaded aboard coastal vessels and moved to Sidi Barrani, Bardia, Tobruk and Benghazi. [2SP]

12th Infnatry Regiment (Littorio) arrived at Bir el Kenayis. The Buhse Infnatry regiment and the 7th Bersaglieri regiment advanced to Charing Cross, but ran into interdiction from British Blenheims. 

The 44th Infnatry fired a barrage against Maletti and the 90th Leicht. This resulted in the disorganization of the Axis group. The 2nd New Zealand issued a barrage against the 164th Leicht Division, which also became disorganized. 

The Axis fired artillery at the stalwart defenders to the south of Qasaba. The barrage was expensive but successful; the 2nd French brigade was eliminated and the rest of the force became disorganized. In the attack that followed, the British 16th Brigade was wrecked, and the French antitank battalion was eliminated. The 11th Armored artillery was forced to retreat along the coastal road. General Maletti advanced. 

29-31 October 1942
Five squadrons of Blenheims returned to Cairo after completing their interdiction missions. All of the aircraft were overhauled and refueled. The aircrews at the Suez airbase worked hard to refit the B-24’s for their next mission. The Hurricanes and Spitfires were refueled and rearmed at the Alexandria area bases, and the Wellingtons at Aboukir were refit. Two reduced squadrons of Wellingtons combined to form a full-strength unit.

16th Infnatry Brigade was rebuilt at 13th Corps HQ. Personnel and equipment arrived in port at Port Said and unloaded. Five squadrons of Blenheims were sent out from their home base at Cairo to interdict near Mersa Matruh and Bir Khamsa. One squadron encountered heavy flak and took substantial losses. The flight leader decided to abort the mission.

Three squadrons of Spitfires and a squadron of Hurricanes were ordered to sweep the Luftwaffe at Bir Enba. The Bf-109’s met them in the air.  All of the Messerschmitts were destroyed in the aerial battles. 

Two squadrons of Hurricanes from Alexandria were sent to sweep the Italian fighters at Sidi Barrani. A squadron of biplanes met them and quickly aborted. 

A squadron of Hurricane fighter-bombers was ordered to hip shoot Maletti’s entourage. The mission had no effect.

Three squadrons of Wellingtons were ordered to barrage the supply dumps at Sidi Barrani. Somehow the mission evaded enemy flak and delivered their payload. Some Axis supplies were destroyed. [1SP] 

The WDR and truck convoys delivered supplies from Port Suez, and Alexandria to Ghazal Station. [4SP] 

The 21st Artillery regiment fired a barrage against the 2nd New Zealand, leaving the unit disorganized. 

The Commonwealth issued a heavy artillery barrage against General Maletti’s force but inflicted no damage. 

The CR.42’s at Sidi Barrani were refitted, rearmed and refueled for future operations. [1T] All of the transport aircraft stationed on Crete were overhauled. 

Supplies originating from Italy, were transported across the Mediterranean and arrived in port at Tripoli. The Italian ships were unloaded and supplies were moved to the stockyards. [4SP] 

Truck convoys loaded supplied at Tripoli. [2SP] Axis convoys delivered supplies to Sidi Barrani. [4SP2T] Coastal ships moved supplies stockpiled in Tripoli to Benghazi, Sid Barrani and Tobruk. [2SP3T] Ju-52’s from Crete delivered supplied to Gasr el Abid. [1SP] 

British 50th Divisional artillery fired a barrage against the 164th Leicht. It had no effect. The 2nd New Zealand Division fired a barrage against Maletti’s force. The 90th Leicht and the Italian armor became disorganized. 44th Division also fired an artillery barrage against the Italian Trento Division. It had no effect.

The 90th Leicht issued a barrage against the 44th Division. The barrage disorganized the units and wrecked the Royal armored car battalion. The Buhse Regiment and two Italian Infnatry regiments were released from reserve and moved in to attack the 44th Division. The attack was repulsed and the German-Italian force retreated through interdiction and became disorganized. The 131st Infnatry (44th Div) took heavy casualties in the defense.

1-4 November 1942
Due to attrition, the stockyards at Tripoli reported supply losses. [1SP3T] The Luftwaffe airbases on Crete completed the refit of the four squadrons of Ju-52’s. The 200th Pioneer battalion was rebuilt at the DAK HQ. Italian ships originating in Sicily arrived at Tripoli with supplies and reinforcements. [1SP2T] The Italian 14th and 17th armored battalions debarked with their equipment along with the Lodi armored car battalion.

Axis truck convoys moved supplies from Tobruk, Gasr el Abid, Gazala, and Bardia to Sidi Barrani. [2SP3T] Ju-52’s landed at Gasr el Abid where they unloaded supplies. [1SP] German personnel replacements embarked on Italian coastal vessels and arrived at Sidi Barrani. Cargo from the Stockyards in Tripoli was shipped to Benghazi and Tobruk. [2SP2T] 

The Luftwaffe re-based a squadron of Bf-110 fighters to the airbase at Sidi Barrani. 

The British 50th Division was ordered to barrage the German units occupying Garawla. The 164th Leicht was knocked out of reserve and became disrupted as a result of the attack. The second New Zealand launched an artillery barrage against the Buhse regiment and the Italian infantry with them in reserve. The fire had no effect. 10th Indian Division also conducted an artillery barrage against General Maletti and the 90th Leicht. The 11th armored battalion (Trieste) was wrecked and the entire force was disrupted.

The Germans released the Buhse Regiment from reserve along with the Italian 62nd Infantry Regiment and the 7th Bersaglieri Infantry. The German-Italian force attacked the beleaguered 44th Division. The 7th Bersaglieri led the attack and was repulsed. The British 132nd Brigade took heavy losses in the battle. 

Rommel activated the 21st Panzer and the 15th Panzer was released from reserve. Both Divisions were fueled and advanced to the Barrel track where Jock Campbell and the 7th Armored Division were covering the Commonwealth flank. The 155th Artillery and the Italian 24th Corp issued a barrage against the 7th Armored. The 7th Infantry division took losses and the entire division became disorganized. The attack was repulsed and the two panzer divisions pulled back to avoid losses. The 11th Hussars was lost in the battle though.

Three squadrons of Spitfires and three squadrons of Hurricanes were refitted at the Commonwealth air facilities at El Hamman, Burg el Arab, and the Alexandria bases.

A squadron of Hurricane fighter-bombers was also overhauled at Amiriya. Three squadrons of Wellingtons were rearmed and fueled at Aboukir. Five squadrons of Blenheims at Cairo were refitted. [1T]

11th Hussars battalion was rebuilt at 10th Corps HQ. Personnel replacements and equipment arrived at Port Said and was unloaded. Personnel and equipment at Port Said boarded trains and railed to Amiriya were they detrained.

The WDR and Commonwealth truck caravans delivered supplies to Ghazal Station. [[3SP] The 52nd Field artillery battalion and the 69th Med. Artillery battalion fueled at Alexandria and advanced to the low hills west of Ghazal Station. Convoys from the stockyards at Port Suez delivered supplies to Ghazal station. [1SP] 

Four squadrons of British fighter were sent on a mission to sweep the Axis aircraft based at Sidi Barrani. A squadron of Bf-110’s scrambled and was met by a squadron of Spitfires. The Luftwaffe pilots did not fare well, and all of the Messerschmitts were shot down. A squadron of CR.42 biplanes scrambled at Sidi Barrani and was attacked by a group of Spitfires. The Italian pilots did not want to share the fat of the German pilots and aborted before accumulating losses. 

Three squadrons of Kittyhawks were ordered to hip shoot the Buhse Infantry regiment. Finally one of them did some damage and disrupted the Axis force. 

Three squadrons of Wellingtons were ordered to barrage the supply dumps at Sidi Barrani. They found the target and destroyed a small amount of supply. [1T] The 7th Armored Division fueled and retreated along the Barrel Track to relative safely and was rejoined by the 11th Hussars battalion. 

USAF B-24’s flew over the 15th Panzer and dropped their payload. The bombing had no noticeable effect. Four squadrons of Blenheim bombers took off from their airbases at Cairo to interdict the area along the Barrel track to Bir Khamsa. 

The 2nd New Zealand, 44th Division, and 18th Indian Brigade attacked the Buhse regiment and the Italian 62nd Infantry. The 190th Panzerjaeger unit led the defenders and was mauled. The Buhse and 62nd infantries retreated.

5-7 November 1942
The rains began to fall in the Dahar el Ahmar, Wadi el Faregh and Benghazi. Also affected was the Libyan border with Egypt all the way to Mersa Matruh. Most of the terrain turned to soup. 

Aircrews on both sides overhauled their operational aircraft. The British received two new squadrons of aircraft at the Alexandria bases. A squadron of Spitfires was released and a squadron of Hurricane fighter-bombers. 

The 16th Infantry Brigade and the 3rd Indian Brigade replaced the 44th Divisions position. Meanwhile the 44th Division pulled back to accept replacements from Corps. Replacements and equipment from Port Said boarded trains and moved to Alexandria. 

The WDR and truck convoys moved supplies from Alexandria to Ghazal Station. [3SP] Trucks originating from Port Suez arrived at Ghazal station with supplies. [1SP]

Supplies from Sicily arrived at Tripoli and were unloaded at the stockyards. [2SP] Additionally, Italian reinforcements arrived at Tripoli and the 5th Bersaglieri regiment debarked at the port facilities. 

Axis convoys traversed the terrain in despite the bad weather conditions and moved supplies to Sidi Barrani. [2SP] Not all of the supplies were unloaded. Truck convoys also delivered supplies enroute from Benghazi and Tripoli to Sidi Barrani. [4SP]

Coastal vessels moved Italian armor and supplies from Tripoli to the east. The 14th and 17th armored battalions debarked at Benghazi, and supplies were unloaded at Tobruk and Bardia. [1SP2T]

Due to the rain at Gasr el Abid and Sidi Barrani, Ju-52 transports were diverted and delivered supplies to the airstrips at Gasr el Arid and Gambut. [1SP] 

8-11 November 1942
The Luftwaffe refitted the Ju-52 transports stationed on the Island of Crete. They will continue to bring supplies to the theater. 33rd Pioneer battalion was rebuilt at Sidi Barrani.

Italian ships delivered cargo to Tripoli, which was transferred to the stockyards. [2SP] The 555th Assault Gun battalion and the Monferrato armored car battalion embarked on ships at Sicily and unloaded with their equipment at the docks in Tripoli.

Axis truck convoys moved supplies from Tobruk, Bardia, and the air strips at Gambut and Gasr el Arid to Sidi Barrani and the DAK HQ dumps. [2SP2T] Ju-52’s landed at Gasr el Abid with supplies from Crete. [1SP] Coastal vessels moved supplies from Tripoli to Tobruk and Bardia. [1SP2T] The 5th Bersaglieri Infantry Regiment boarded ships at Tripoli and traveled to Benghazi where the unit disembarked. 

The 200th Pioneer battalion fueled and rejoined the 21st Panzer Division. The 33rd Pioneer battalion fueled at Sidi Barrani and rejoined the 15th Panzer Division.

A squadron of Ju-87 Stukas were ordered to dive-bomb the supply stores at Sollum. The attack destroyed some supply. [1T] 

Four squadrons of Blenheims were ordered to interdict the area near Qasaba and the areas behind 21st and 15th panzers. One of the squadrons near Qasaba succumbed to enemy flak and returned to Cairo.

50th Division fired the artillery on the 164th Division in reserve. The German units became disorganized as a result. The 2nd New Zealand Division’s artillery made an ineffective barrage attack on General Maletti’s force. The Australian 9th Division also issued an ineffective barrage against German and Italian reserve units.

The 90th Leicht artillery units barraged the New Zealand 2nd Division. The 6th Brigade took heavy casualties and the Commonwealth division became disorganized.

Maletti activated and advanced on the New Zealander with the 90th Leicht and an AG battalion. The Ramcke and Folgore parachute Divisions were released from reserve and joined Maletti. Additionally, the Buhse regiment and the 12th Infantry Regiment were released and moved to attack on Maletti’s right flank.

The Von der Heydte parachute battalion was destroyed in the battle. The Commonwealth held the position at great cost. The 28th battalion was wrecked and the 4th and 5th Brigades took heavy losses. 

Three squadrons of Blenheims returned to Cairo after completing their interdiction missions. The aircraft were refit and two reduced squadrons were combined into a full-strength unit.

The 44th Division was brought back to full-strength with replacements at 13th Corps HQ. New Zealand 28th Battalion was rebuilt at Alexandria. It subsequently fueled and rejoined the met the rest of the division at 13th Corps. 10th Indian Division was ordered forward to replace the 16th Brigade which was moved to occupy the position where 2nd New Zealand was holding out. 2nd New Zealand was pulled out of the line and retreated toward Corps where it could received replacements. 44th Infantry Division moved forward to join the 16th Brigade in replacing the New Zealand 2nd. Replacement personnel and equipment was moved by rail to 13th Corps HQ. 

Truck convoys moved supplies from Alexandria and the Delta to Ghazal Station. [3SP] Two squadrons of Spitfires went to Sidi Barrani to sweep the Italian fighters. The British aircraft shot down all of the CR.42’s.

American B-24’s bombed the Sidi Barrani stockyards. The Liberators managed to avoid enemy flak and hit their target destroying large amounts of supplies. [2SP] The pilots safely returned to their base at Port Suez.

Two squadrons of Blenheims left Cairo to interdict near Qasaba. One of the flights encountered enemy flak and took losses. The leader decided to return to base without completing the mission. Two more missions of Blenheims were ordered to interdict the area of the 21st and 15th Panzers near the Barrel track and Bir Khamsa.

The 50th Infantry Division’s artillery hammered the 3rd Aufklarung and disorganized the KG.  

Two squadrons of P-40 Kittyhawks performed a fighter sweep at Gasr el Abid. The Italian biplanes quickly aborted before incurring much damage. Three squadrons of Wellingtons were ordered to attack the airbase at Gasr el Abid. They managed to evade flak, but missed the target entirely.

12-14 November 1942
The Luftwaffe refitted the transport aircraft stationed at the Crete airbases. The CR.42’s at Gasr el Abid were refueled for their next encounter with British fighters. The Italian pilots wait in trepidation. The Luftwaffe refitted the squadron of Stukas stationed at Baheira. [2T]

Supply ships approached the harbor at Tripoli. Supplies were unloaded and the Italian 30th Assault engineer battalion debarked. The 900th Pioneer battalion fueled at Sidi Barrani and advanced along the coastal road to the south of Mersa Matruh. Axis truck convoys moved supplies from Tobruk, Bardia, and Gasr el Abid, to Sidi Barrani and the DAK HQ supply dump. [2SP]

Trucks from Benghazi delivered more supply to Sidi el Barrani. [2SP] Coastal-shipping vessels were used to move cargo from Tripoli to Tobruk and Sidi Barrani. [1SP1T] The Lodi and Monferrato armored car battalions and the 555th Assault Gun battalion were loaded onto ships at Tripoli and sent to Benghazi, where the men and equipment debarked.

Ju-52 transports from Crete flew supplies in to Sidi Barrani. [1SP] 3rd Aufklarung fueled and pulled back to recover from its previous battle. 

50th Division’s artillery barraged the 164th Division, which was hiding in reserve outside of Mersa Matruh. The barrage wrecked the 433rd Regiment and left the rest of the division disrupted. The 2nd New Zealand artillery was ordered to barrage the Buhse regiment and its Italian friends on the front line. The attack left the Axis force disorganized. 

Kittyhawks were refitted at the airstrips at Qasaba and Maaten Baggush. The Spitfires at El Hamman and Burg el Arab were also refitted and refueled for action. Three squadrons of Wellingtons at the Airbase at Aboukir were readied along with the USAF B-24’s at Port Suez. Three squadrons of Blenheims returned from their interdiction mission and landed safely at Cairo. The aircraft were overhauled and readied for their next mission.

A new squadron of Hurricane Mk-II fighters arrived at Dekheila as reinforcements. The 2nd New Zealand Division’s 4th 5th and 6th Brigades received needed personnel and equipment replacements at Maaten Baggush. 

More personnel and equipment was moved to Maaten Baggush by means of the WDR. Truck convoys delivered supplies from Alexandria to Ghazal Station. [2SP] Convoys loaded supplied at Port Suez headed for Ghazal Station. [1SP] Supply was moved to Cairo from Port Suez. [2T] 

A squadron of Blenheims was assigned to interdict the coastal road to the west of Mersa Matruh. A second squadron was ordered to interdict the are near Bir el Kenayis, and a third squadron was to interdict along the Bir Khalda track, near the German panzer divisions.

USAF Liberators were sent to bomb the supply dumps at Sidi Barrani. They encountered enemy flak but managed to negotiate the mission without taking any loses. The b-24’s delivered the bombs and destroyed some of the supply stores. [1SP] Then they returned home to Port Suez.

Two squadrons of Spitfires were sent on a sweep mission against the airbase at Gasr el Abid. The Italians had a squadron of biplane fighters on station but these quickly aborted, while the tactical bombers became inactive.

Three squadrons of Wellingtons were ordered to attack the Gasr el Abid airbase. The British pilots successfully weathered enemy flak and bombed the airbase. Negligible damage was effected and none of the Axis aircraft were destroyed.

Three squadrons of Wellingtons were ordered to barrage the DAK supply stores near Bir Enba. The attack was a success and some supply was blown up. [2T] The British tactical bombers took no losses. Several squadrons of Hurricanes re-based from Alexandria to Helwan.  

The 90th Leicht ordered a barrage against the 16th Brigade and 44th Division. The barrage did not do any significant damage, but the British units became disorganized.

15-18 November 1942
A severe sandstorm affected the entire area from the Marble Arches to Port Said. Very little activity was able to occur. 

The Italians shipped supplies and the 131st Artillery regiment from Sicily to Tripoli. [3SP] The Italian 30th Assault Division was shipped to Sidi Barrani on Italian coastal vessels. Italian ships also delivered cargo from Tripoli to Tobruk and Benghazi. [2SP] 

The British received personnel and equipment replacements, which arrived at Alexandria by ship, and debarked there. The Western Desert Railroad moved supply to Ghazal Station. 

19-21 November 1942
From General Montgomery to Lt.Gen. Leese: There are only two rules of war, only two rules of war. Never invade Russia. Never invade China. Never invade Russia or China…… 

New Zealand 2nd position left the 13th Corps HQ and moved to area behind the 16th Brigade. Two squadrons of Spitfires were sent on a mission to sweep the Gasr Abid airbase. A squadron of CR/42’s encountered them and engaged in a futile aerial battle. Eventually all of the CR.42’s were shot down, leaving aircraft parts scattered throughout the desert.

Supplies from Alexandria and Port Suez arrived at Ghazal Station by Train and truck convoy. [4SP] USAF B-24’s were ordered to bombard the supply yards at Sidi Barrani. The mission encountered enemy flak and some of the Liberators were shot down. The rest continued the mission and struck the stockyards, destroying much of the supply. [1SP]

Three squadrons of Wellingtons were ordered to barrage the Buhse Infantry regiment and the Italian units with it. The mission encountered severe enemy flak and two of the squadrons took losses. The mission eventually hit the target and the Italian 61st Infantry regiment was wrecked, while the rest of the units became disorganized.

Two squadrons of Hurricanes fighter-bombers from Amiriya attacked the Italian 66th Infantry Regiment. He British aircraft were hit by flak and lost some of the Hurricanes. The rest hit the target and left the Italians demoralized.

Two squadrons of USAF B-25’s were ordered to bomb the Italian Pistoia Division. The division was in hedgehog defenses which largely protected them from the aerial assault. The Mitchells returned to Cairo.

Three squadrons of Blenheims were ordered to perform interdiction missions at Charring Cross, Bir el Kenayis, and Bir Khamsa, respectively. Only the squadron near Bir Khamsa encountered flak, but all of the aircraft continued the mission.

Three squadrons of Wellingtons attacked the 15th Panzer Division with Colonel Marcks. The mission failed to locate the target, and returned to the airbase at Port Said.

The 90th Leicht artillery combined to barrage the 44th Division and 16th Brigade. This attack resulted in the entire force’s disruption.

10th Indian fired its artillery at the force with Buhse’s regiment. The 50th Division fired at The 3rd Aufklarung. The KG with General Maletti became disorganized.

50th Division and the Yugoslavian infantry attacked the Italian 66th Regiment. Both the Yugoslavian battalion and the 66th Regiment were destroyed. 

The Indian 10th Division, 3rd Indian Brigade led by the 1st HCR battalion attacked the Buhse regiment. The Armored car battalion was sacrificed and the German Buhse Infantry regiment was wrecked. The Italian 12th Infantry regiment was forced to retreat.

The He-111’s and Ju-88’s at Gasr el Abid were refitted. [1T] Supplies from Sicily arrived at Tripoli along with German Army personnel replacements. [3SP3T]

Axis truck convoys moved cargo from Tobruk to Sidi Barrani. [2SP] Trucks from Tripoli arrived at El Hamra and unloaded freight. [2SP] Trucks loaded supplies at Benghazi and moved them to Sidi Barrani. [2SP] 

Italian coastal shipping vessels moved supplies from Tripoli to Benghazi, Tobruk and Bardia. [2SP2T] Ju-52 transport aircraft from Crete landed at Sidi Barrani with Supplies. [1SP] 

The 164th Leicht pulled back along the coastal road to Mersa Matruh. The 185th Artillery battalion retreated to the low area west of Mersa Matruh. The German 220th artillery regiment retreated to Charing Cross. KG Cruwell moved his artillery back to the hedgehogs on the coastal road outside of Mersa Matruh. 

The two panzer grenadier regiments 990th Leicht) fueled and pulled back (through interdiction) along the coastal road to area west of the escarpments. The Italian 552nd Assault gun battalion fueled and moved back to Charing Cross. 

12th Infantry regiment (Littorio) and 21st Artillery (Trieste) fueled and pulled back to the airbase at Bir Kenayis. They ran into interdiction there, which hampered their movement.  

The Italian GGFF Division retreated to the road east of Bir el Kenayis. The 16th Corps artillery and the d’manuevre fueled and pulled back to the Trigh el Abd west of Bir el Kenayis. KG Back fueled and moved back to the south east of Bir el Kenayis. KG Wechmar retreated to the same vicinity. The Luftwaffe 1-18th Flak battalion retreated to the hedgehogs on the track below the Trigh el Abd. 

The Pistoia Division also was ordered to pull back. It retreated along the track to the area west of the Luftwaffe’s hedgehog position. The Bignami Raggruppamento fueled and pulled out to the GGFF Division’s location. The Nizza battalion and the 9th Med. Armored battalion left the Raggruppamento in order to occupy the Trigh el Abd behind Bir el Kenayis. 

The Italian 8th Bersaglieri and the 1st Special engineer battalion pulled back along the track south of the Trigh el Abd. 21st Panzer fueled and retreated to in the desert area on the Axis’ right flank. Colonel Marcks and the 15th Panzer moved to the position to Rommel’s right. The Italian 24th Corps artillery fueled and joined General Rommel. KG Voss retreated to the left of the Luftwaffe battalion’s hedgehog position.

Rommel activated and continued to pull back toward the DAK HQ along the Bir Khamsa Track. KG Voss, Wechmar, and Graf also activated and continued in their retreat.

22-25 November 1942
Three squadrons of Blenheims returned to Cairo after completing successful interdiction attacks against the Axis units. The Blenheims were overhauled and readied for future missions.

Ground crews refitted spitfires and Hurricanes at El Hammed, Burg el Arab, and Amiriya airfields. The Wellington squadrons at Aboukir and Port Said were refitted. Two squadrons of USAF B-25’s at Cairo were refueled and rearmed. The B-24’s at Port Suez were also outfitted for their next mission. The 1st HCR battalion was rebuilt at Maaten Baggush.

The WDR and Commonwealth truck convoys moved supplies forward to Ghazal Station. [4SP] The Indian 4th Brigade and 21st Brigade pulled back to 13th Corps at Maaten Baggush to received replacements. 

The Australian 9th Division consolidated behind the hedgehogs to the south. 16th Infantry Brigade recaptured the Garawla airstrip. The New Zealand 2nd Division regrouped to the south of Qasaba. 

Three squadrons of Blenheim Mk-IV’s and two squadrons of Baltimores were ordered to Interdict along the Axis retreat route on the Trigh el Abd and the coastal road.

Four squadrons of Wellingtons were sent to barrage the 15th Panzer to the south of the Axis retreat. They found the target and bombarded it leaving Colonel Marcks’ Panzer division disorganized.

50th Division’s artillery succeeded in disrupting the Italian antitank battalion at Garawla. The 5oth Division followed with an attack joined by the16th Brigade. The 3rd Anti Tank battalion was eliminated. 

German aircraft repair crews overhauled aircraft at Crete. Supplies from Sicily reached Tripoli and were unloaded and stored in the Stockyards. [3SP] Axis truck convoys moved supplies from Tobruk and Bardia to DAK supply base. [3SP2T] 

General Maletti and the 3rd Aufklarung fueled and pulled back along the coastal road to the east of the hedgehogs near Sidi Barrani. 552nd Assault gun battalion fueled and traversed interdiction along the coastal road. The battalion stopped as it reached the escarpments. The Folgore Division and the 900th Pioneer battalion pulled back through Charing Cross, as the rear guard.

KG Graf retreated along the Trigh el Abd. The British are heavily interdicting both the Trigh el Abd and the Coastal Road making the retreat rather slow. The Italian 21st Artillery and the 12th Infantry regiments retreated to the Trigh el Abd. Raggruppamento Bignami also pulled back to the Trigh. 

15th Panzer fueled and retreated to Bir Istabl. Since the unit was disorganized it had limited movement ability. The PAI MC battalion fueled and pulled back the Bir Khamsa track.

Coastal shipping vessels moved supplies from Tripoli to Benghazi, Bardia and Tobruk. [2SP3T] Ju-52’s landed successfully at Gasr el Abid with supplies. [1SP] 

26-28 November 1942
Three squadrons of Blenheims and two Squadrons of Baltimores returned to base after harassing the Axis forces, which were in retreat. All of the interdiction aircraft was refitted. The Wellingtons at Port Said also were refueled and rearmed.

Indian 4th and 21st Brigades received replacements at Corp HQ in Maaten Baggush. 50th Infantry Division moved along the coastal road and captured the abandoned airbase and port facilities at Mersa Matruh. 

Indian 3rd Brigade moved to capture the abandoned hedgehog position at Bir el Hukuma, near Charing Cross. Australian 9th Division moved to a position south of Mingar Qaim. 1st South African Division captured Mingar Qaim. 44th Infantry advanced to the south flank of the 50th Division at Mersa Matruh. 

A squadron of P-40 Kittyhawks was re-based to Mersa Matruh. Three squadrons of Blenheims and two squadrons of Baltimores were commissioned with the interdiction of retreating Axis forces along the Trigh el Abd, the Coastal road, and the Bir Khamsa track.

The 7th Armored Division fueled up and moved to the Bir Khalda location on the Commonwealth left. Four squadrons of Wellingtons were sent to barrage KG Graf, which is retreating along the Trigh el Abd. The aircraft got through without encountering flak but failed to hit the target.

The 50th Division was ordered to fire artillery at the 900th Pioneer battalion, which was forming the rearguard on the coastal highway. The barrage succeeded in disorganizing the two German units.

The aircraft at Crete were refitted and loaded with supplies for Libya. Supplies from Sicily arrived on ships and were unloaded at Tripoli. [4SP] Ju-52’s landed at Gasr el Abid with supplies. [1SP] 

The German forces all continued to retreat along the Trigh el Abd and the Coastal road. Due to Commonwealth air superiority, interdiction aircraft continuously harassed the retreating forces.

29-30 November 1942
The British sent out five squadrons of tactical bombers to continue the interdiction along the Trigh el Abd and the Coastal road. The 50th Division and the 16th Brigade advanced to Charing Cross. 44th Division pulled up in reserve. 7th Indian Brigade garrisoned Mersa Matruh. The 50th Division fired an artillery barrage on the 900th Pioneer battalion, which continued to hold the rearguard position along the coastal road. The German units became disorganized.

Supplies from Sicily arrived at Tripoli. The captain of the Italian convoy lamented that some of the ships were lost due to interdiction from Malta. [3SP]  

The German and Italian forces from the east continued to retreat back to Libya, despite Commonwealth air interdiction. 

So the battle ended. Rommel is in retreat, but still could have brought the Commonwealth to battle in the open in order to inflict more damage on him. There are no more Axis fighters, and there haven’t been any for a while. The next equipment replacements would have to be taken as Gustavs. But there were no equipment replacements. The Commonwealth is clearly in control at this point. I guess it’s time to break out Tunisia! 

