13 August


I start with Clisby in a Spitfire and Kowalski (an ace) in a Hurricane.  My base is North Weald.  My guidance to the pilots is to begin the campaign by engaging only when they can do so at an advantage.  This will inevitably mean early target damage, but I want to get Clisby into ace status before I really cut loose.

7:00 AM – Croydon Airbase.  I order Clisby and Kowalski to stand by at Manston, taking a bit of a risk.  A six plane raid appears to the south.  If the raid clears the coast without bombing near Dover, I’ll scramble and chase it.  Reported height is 15,000.  The raiders fly toward Hawkinge but then cut westward along the coast.  The pilots stand by.  As the raid passes inland, the pilots scramble.  The raid continues past Kent, toward London.  The pilots climb to Angels 10 and head west slowly.  Obviously, they are going to have to intercept the return flight.  The raid passes north of Biggin Hill, headed either for the airbases south of London, or London itself.  The pilots climb to Angels 20 and fly over Eastchurch.  The raiders bomb Croydon Airbase, with a Heinkel 111 and a Dornier 17, inflicting 3 damage.  There is an Me 109 and an Me 110 on top cover, and two Me 109s with an ace escorting at Angels 15.  I’m going to intercept.  The pilots climb to Angels 25 and move to West Malling.  As the raiders begin the return flight, they maneuver so that to intercept from the sun, the pilots will have to engage head-on.  Tallyho! Clisby goes after the Me 109, and Kowalski dives on the Me 110.  Clisby destroys the Me 109’s engine, gaining his first kill.  Kowalski achieves only one hit, wounding the pilot of the Me 110, which then breaks off.  Perhaps luckily for the RAF, the opponents lose contact.  RAF 1; Luftwaffe 2.
10:00 – Rye Radar Station.  The pilots stand by at Rochford.  Four raiders appear in the extreme south at a reported altitude of Angels 10.  I scramble the pilots.  The raid heads westward, over the Channel, perhaps headed for Pevensey or the southern airbases again.  The pilots climb to Angels 10.  The raiders suddenly turn and bomb Rye Radar Station.  A Dornier and an Me 110 Divebomber attack, while a 110 and 109 fly top cover.  The raiders achieve slight damage, knocking Rye off line.  The pilots have no chance of engaging, so they pancake.  Miscalculation on my part.  RAF 1; Luftwaffe 3.  

2:00  The pilots stand by at Rochford.  Their response time will be slowed due to the damage to Rye.  No raid.

5:00 – Dunkirk Radar Station.  Same orders.  Four raiders appear near Dover at Angels 10.  They fly north of Dover, Hawkinge, and Lympne.  Due to pilot fatigue, I’m going to wait.  Looks like Dunkirk Radar Station may be the target.  The raiders bomb Dunkirk.  Four unescorted bombers:  Junker 88, Dornier, Me 110 divebomber, and a Heinkel 111.  The bombers do substantial damage (3) to Dunkirk.  I order the pilots to stay on the ground.  RAF 1; Luftwaffe 4.

During the night, I repair Rye Radar Station and begin work on Dunkirk.  The Luftwaffe recover their losses.  RAF 1; Luftwaffe 3.

14 August   Weather clear.  

7:00  Stand by at Rochford.  Five raiders appear near Dover.  They fly west.  I’m holding until they get further inland.  The raiders turn and bomb Lympne with a Heinkel, a Dornier, and a 110 divebomber.  They achieve 5 damage on Lympne.  RAF 1; Luftwaffe 5.  
10:00  Stand by at Rochford.  No raid.

2:00  The pilots patrol at Angels 20, just east of Rye.  No raid.

5:00 – Manston Airbase.  Same orders.  Five raiders appear in the north at Angels 20.  They fly directly to Manston Airbase, bombing it with a Heinkel, a Junker 87, and a Dornier.  The raiders do substantial damage (4) to the airbase before the interceptors can react.  RAF 1; Luftwaffe 7.  

During the night, Dunkirk is repaired, restoring full functionality to the Chain Home System.  RAF 1; Luftwaffe 6.  

15 August  Weather is clear.

7:00 – Convoy.   Stand by at Rochford.  Five raiders reported in the north at ground level.  I order the pilots to scramble.  The raiders fly south of Manston.  The pilots climb to Angels 5 and loiter near the mouth of the Thames.  The raiders move directly to the naval convoy.  Three 109s and two Dorniers attack, doing 4 damage to the convoy.  I order the pilots to intercept, even though they are over water.  We have the sun advantage, and because the raiders are at ground level, they will be easier to ditch.  Clisby dives on a 109 but fails to get a firing position.  Kowalski dives on another 109 and wrecks its frame, killing it.  The Messerschmitts attack, one on each of the two pilots.  Clisby easily evades his attacker, as does Kowalski.  The two pilots attack the remaining 109s.  Clisby gets a firing position and fires three bursts, obliterating the 109.  Kowalski maneuvers against the other and gets off one burst, wounding the 109 pilot and hitting the frame.  The 109 breaks off, leaving the bombers defenseless.  Unfortunately the bombers manage to break contact.  RAF 3; Luftwaffe 8.  We achieved kills on two fighters, setting us up for future success later in the day, and we advanced Clisby one more kill toward ace status.  

10:00 – Rye Radar Station.   Stand by at Rochford.  A five plane raid at Angels 15 appears to the south.  Pilots stand by.  The raid reaches the coast east of Rye.  Stand by.  The raiders bomb Rye Radar Station (3 damage) with two Dorniers, a Heinkel, and a Junker 87, with one Me 109 escort.  The raiders escape unmolested.  RAF 3; Luftwaffe 9.
2:00  Stand by at Rochford.  No raid.

5:00  The pilots patrol over Kent.  No raid.

During the night, the Luftwaffe recover their losses.  Repair crews worked on Rye all night, but did not get it back on line.  RAF 3; Luftwaffe 9.

16 August  Well, my hopes for yesterday were dashed, as I never got a chance at any bombers.  It’s raining!!!

Rye Station comes back on line.  Repairs begin on Croydon also.  RAF 3; Luftwaffe 8.
17 August  Weather clears.

7:00  Stand by at Rochford.  Four raiders appear near Dover at Angels 15.  Stand by.  The raiders make straight for Dover.  A Heinkel and a Dornier achieve 2 damage against the port, while two 109s flew top cover.  The raiders escape.  RAF 3; Luftwaffe 10.
10:00  Stand by at Rochford.  Four raiders reported at Angels 20 appear in the north.  Scramble.  The raiders fly south of Manston.  The pilots climb to Angels 10 and fly to Eastchurch.  The raiders fly toward the mouth of the Thames.  The pilots reach Angels 20 and maneuver to the southeast of the inbound raid.  The raiders vector west and will bomb either Thameshaven or Gravesend.  The time has come to challenge the Luftwaffe.  We have no time to climb higher.  Tallyho! We intercept the raiders from the sun.  Fortune smiles.  The raiders are actually at Angels 15, giving us the advantage.  Or perhaps she only smirks.  There are three fighters and one Dornier, and one of the fighters is an ace! Kowalski and Clisby agree that Kowalski will go after the ace, while Clisby dives on the bomber—giving him (hopefully) another kill, while saving the targets.  Clisby destroys the Dornier (return fire missed), but Kowalski fails to outmaneuver the ace.  The ace turns on Clisby, destroying his aircraft with ease.  Clisby bailed out successfully.  The Me 110s attack Kowalski.  The first scores two hits—one on the engine, and one on the frame, but the second fails to get a firing position.  Kowalski manages to break off and pancake at Rochford.  A costly encounter, but at least we saved Thameshaven.  RAF 4; Luftwaffe 11.

2:00 – Rye Radar Station.  Stand by at Rochford.  Six raiders appear in the south at Angels 20.  Stand by.  The raid proceeds directly west.  Stand by.  The raid attacks Rye Radar Station, doing 3 damage with two Heinkels and two Dorniers.  It will be a while before I can get Rye back on line.  RAF 4; Luftwaffe 12.
5:00  Kowalski patrols over Pevensey.  Six raiders appear near Dover at Angels 10.  They overfly Dover.  Kowalski flies northeast toward Kent.  The raiders bomb Dunkirk Radar Station.  Three Heinkels and a Dornier inflict 4 damage on the station.  An Me 109 and Me 110 fly escort.  Kowalski intercepts out of the sun at Angels 20.  He dives on the Me 109, getting a firing position, firing two bursts, and trashing the German’s frame.  The 110 turns to attack Kowalski, but is out-maneuvered.  Kowalski maneuvers into a firing position and fires two bursts, achieving a hit on one engine, and one on the frame.  The German breaks off and manages to limp home to France.  Kowalski then fires his last burst at a Heinkel, damaging an engine and wounding the gunner, but the aircraft can still get home.  RAF 5; Luftwaffe 13.

During the night, I have to replace Spitfire 1, and can thus repair only one point of damage on Rye.  The Luftwaffe recover their losses.  No change in the score.  

I’m starting to feel the pressure of falling behind.  I need to engage the Luftwaffe more, or get some rain.

18 August  Weather is clear.  

7:00 – London.  I’m turning up the heat.  The pilots patrol at Angels 25 over Pevensey.  Four raiders appear at Angels 10 toward the south.  The raiders head for Sussex…right into my ambush! The pilots jump them at Angels 15 just west of Rye.  Disaster! The raiders are actually at Angels 5, and my pilots lose contact.  They pancake at Hawkinge.  The raiders continue south of the airfields near London, and make their way into south London, bombing it and doing five damage.  The raid consisted of unescorted bombers! What terrible luck! RAF 5; Luftwaffe 16.

10:00 – Rochford Airbase.  Stand by at Rochford.  Six raiders appear to the north at reported altitude of Angels 15.  The raiders make it to the mouth of the Thames before the pilots can scramble.  Fearing attack on their base, they take off.  The raiders attack Rochford! Two Heinkels, two Dorniers, a Junker 87, and an Me 109 arrive.  Fortunately, the Junker 87 dives to 5000 feet, allowing the pilots to climb and attack it! Clisby climbs and attacks but fails to get a firing position.  Kowalski climbs and manages one burst, which hits the engine and causes the Junker to break off, crashing nearby (return fire missed).  The pilots are then forced to break off, because of the altitude difference.  They pancake at Gravesend, while the raiders pound Rochford for 6 damage.  RAF 6; Luftwaffe 18.  

2:00  Stand by at Gravesend.  No raid.

5:00 – Thameshaven.  Stand by at Gravesend.  Four raiders appear in the north at reported altitude of Angels 10.  The raiders approach the mouth of the Thames, and I scramble the fighters.  The raid passes over Rochford.  The fighters climb to Angels 10 and jump the raiders out of the sun.  Again, luck is against me.  The raiders are actually at Angels 15, with an Me 110 top cover at 20, and the Me 109 ace at 15.  There is a Dornier and a Junker 88.  The pilots decide to gang up on the ace.  Both fail.  The ace goes after Kowalski, torching his aircraft with two bursts.  Kowalski bails out successfully.  The Me 110 dives on Clisby, but he avoids him.  Clisby breaks off and pancakes at Hawkinge.  The raiders turn and bomb Thameshaven, doing 2 damage.  This will cause the raider size to increase.  RAF 6; Luftwaffe 22.  I’m getting killed.

During the night, I am forced to bring Richey into action, vice Kowalski, because I have to focus repair efforts on putting out the fires in Thameshaven.  RAF 6; Luftwaffe 19.
19 August  Weather is clear.  

7:00  I’ve got to play with precise, correct decisions.  I order the pilots to stand by at Stapleford Abbots, in order to give them reaction time, now that the radar system is compromised.  No raid.

10:00  Same orders.  If I can afford it later, I’ll patrol, but the pilots are fatigued.  No raid.

2:00 – Fighter sweep.  I order the pilots to patrol over Eastchurch at Angels 25.  I believe my chances are best right now for a raid.  Five raiders appear to the north at reported altitude of Angels 15.  The raiders head for Hawkinge, but it turns out to be a fighter sweep:  4 Me 109s and an Me 110.  

5:00  Stand by at Stapleford.  No raid.

During the night, I repair Rye.  The other options are to work on the damage in London (which will take three nights to fix), repair Croydon (which would reduce German points immediately by 2), or repair Kowalski’s Hurricane.  But I like having two Spitfires aloft, and I also want the tactical advantage of radar.  RAF 6; Luftwaffe 18.

20 August  Weather is clear.  I really need some rain.

7:00 – Detling Airbase.  I order the pilots to patrol Pevensey at Angels 25.  I’ve got to stop the raiders before they bomb, or I will get too far behind.  Five raiders appear near Dover at reported altitude of Angels 10.  They pass to the south of Hawkinge.  This should give me a good chance to intercept.  The fighters move to Rye and drop to Angels 15.  The raiders move toward Kent.  I decide to let them hit one of the emergency airfields if that is where they are heading.  If they look like they’re threatening London, I’ll jump them.  The fighters parallel them.  The raiders fly to Detling for a bomb run.  The raid’s true altitude is 5000 feet, with an Me 110 on top cover at 10,000.  There are three Heinkels and one Dornier.  This is a good opportunity for some killing.  Tallyho!  The bombers smash Detling beyond repair (7 damage).  Clisby dives out of the sun against the 110, takes a risk by firing only two bursts (to conserve ammo), gets two hits—an engine and the gunner.  The Me 110 breaks off and crashes near the coast for Clisby’s fourth kill (return fire missed).  Richey drops down to Angels 10 and then dives on one of the Heinkels out of the sun.  He easily achieves a firing position and fires two bursts to conserve ammo, hitting the pilot, the right engine, and the frame.  The Heinkel limps away but crashes nearby, giving Richey his first kill.  However, the return fire damaged Richey’s engine, and he breaks off.  He safely lands at West Malling.  Damn!!!! The Germans break contact with Clisby.  Another golden opportunity missed! RAF 8; Luftwaffe 20.  

10:00  Stand by at Gravesend.  No raid.

2:00  Patrol over Rye.  No raid.  

5:00 – Redhill.  Stand by at Gravesend.  Six raiders appear near Dover and fly directly west, passing south of Hawkinge.  They are at a reported altitude of Angels 20.  Scramble.  The raid continues westward along the River Rother.  The fighters fly south and climb to Angels 10.  The raiders continue westward, heading now definitely toward London or the southern airbases.  The fighters reach Angels 20 and vector northward toward the outskirts of London.  But the raiders zigzag westward, now headed for either Redhill or Kenley.  My pilots are out of position to engage the enemy at an advantage, so I’ll have to let the raiders bomb and whack them on the way back.  The fighters climb to Angels 30 and loiter north of Biggin Hill.  Four bombers and two 109s on top cover attack Redhill, doing five damage.  The fighters loiter over Biggin Hill.  The raiders begin the return flight by heading south—exactly the direction they should have taken to avoid interception.  I order the pilots to intercept, despite the fact that they cannot get into the best position.  If we wait much longer, we’ll lose the advantage of being deep inland.  Clisby and Richey each pounce on a 109.  Clisby gets a firing position just barely and manages one burst, getting only one hit on the engine, but it’s enough to make him crash into the Channel.  Clisby is an ace!!! Richey achieves a firing position and squeezes off two bursts (to conserve ammo), killing the pilot for his second kill.  Clisby dives on the Heinkel, destroying an engine with two bursts (return fire missed).  Richey dives on a Dornier, killing the gunner and wounding the pilot, but the aircraft successfully breaks off and returns to France.  Clisby attacks one of the remaining Dorniers, wounding the pilot and hitting the frame, but the aircraft breaks off successfully.  Richey attacks the last Dornier, damaging its engine enough to make it crash in the Channel, for his third kill.  Well, I could have done better, but at least I got a full engagement without losing contact.  RAF 12; Luftwaffe 22.  I narrowed the lead a bit.  

During the night, workmen repair half of the damage on Dunkirk Radar Station.  

21 August  Weather is clear.  Damn!

7:00  Stand by at Gravesend.  No raid.

10:00  Same orders.  No raid.

2:00 – Hawkinge Airbase.  Patrol over Rye Radar Station, Angels 30.  Five raiders appear at Angels 5 in the south.  They make a beeline toward Hawkinge, where four bombers with one escort plaster the airbase (10 damage).  I order the pilots to make a high risk interception over the Channel, rather than let this fat target go unmolested.  The pilots make a steep dive to Angels 10 and proceed east.  The raiders begin to head back to France.  Tallyho! Clisby swoops down on the Me 110 out of the sun, firing three bursts (couldn’t risk only damaging the engine, this close to France), killing the pilot (return fire missed).  Richey dives on a Heinkel, firing three bursts, killing the pilot and wounding the gunner for his fourth kill.  Clisby takes on the Junker 88, firing two bursts and torching an engine (return fire missed).  Richey knocks down one of the remaining Dorniers for his fifth kill, achieving ace status, but the return fire wounds him.  Great mission, despite Richey’s wound! RAF 16; Luftwaffe 24.  Again, I narrowed the German lead.  Richey is out of action for two weeks.  Could have been worse.  Unfortunately, I have no more Spitfire pilots in reserve, and I have no Hurricanes to fly.  Clisby is on his own until nightfall.

5:00  Stand by at Gravesend.  No raid.

During the night, I’m forced to repair Hurricane 2, so that I can get Kowalski back in the air.  I also repair Dunkirk to within one point of functionality.  After Luftwaffe repairs, there are still five of them in the dead box! Hooah!

22 August  Weather still clear.

7:00  I think the chances of a raid are pretty high, so I order the pilots to patrol Dunkirk at Angels 30.  No raid! Damn!

10:00  Same orders.  I’ve got to hit pretty soon.  Bingo! Four raiders appear at Angels 20 to the north.  They maneuver south of Manston.  I want them to get further inland, and they are not within range of Eastchurch yet (the closest possible target).  So, I order the pilots to loiter over Manston with Clisby at Angels 25 and Kowalski at Angels 20.  The raiders head for the mouth of the Thames, and I order interception.  Tallyho! As it turns out, the raiders are at Angels 15 (a Dornier and 110), but with two 109s, one of them an ace, flying top cover at Angels 20.  The prudent thing to do is to have Kowalski attack one of the 109s (no advantage), in order to help Clisby down the ace.  Clisby dives on the ace from the sun and destroys his engine with two bursts! Kowalski manages to get a firing position against the other 109, firing one burst and hitting the engine, making the 109 ditch in the Channel! Clisby then swoops down on the Me 110, destroying the frame (return fire misses).  Kowalski takes on the Dornier, destroying the frame and wounding the gunner.  The tide has turned.  RAF 20; Luftwaffe 24.  Ha!

2:00  Despite their fatigue, I order the pilots to patrol Rye at Angels 30.  Damn! No raid.

5:00  I dare not continue to patrol, despite the likelihood of a raid.  Stand by at Gravesend.  Whew! No raid.

During the night, I bring Dunkirk Radar Station back on line and continue repairs on Croydon.  There are now seven dead German aircraft in the box.  

23 August  RAF sea rescue improves.  Weather is clear.  I may fight this entire campaign under clear skies.  The good news is that the Luftwaffe can’t sustain these losses forever.

7:00 – North Weald.   The pilots are a bit fatigued, and despite my enthusiasm from the last few raids, the wise course of action is to let my radar work for me.  Stand by at Gravesend.  Five raiders appear in the north at a reported altitude of Angels 10.  Scramble.  Unless they go for Dunkirk, I should have time to get them.  The raid maneuvers south of Manston, as if headed for Dunkirk.  The fighters climb to Angels 10 and head for the mouth of the Thames.  The raiders veer north (thank God).  They may be headed for Canewdon Radar Station, but I’ll have to let them bomb it before I can get into position.  The fighters climb to Angels 20 and loiter around the Isle of Sheppey.  Maneuvering north of Canewdon, the raiders fly over the River Blackwater.  Big mistake on their part.  Kowalski drops to Angels 15 and the two pilots intercept out of the sun.  Damn! Clisby loses contact, because the raiders are actually at Angels 10, leaving Kowalski to fight alone. The raid consists of a 109, a 110, and three Dorniers. Kowalski dives on the Me 109, but he fails to get a firing position.  Both fighters counterattack but Kowalski manages to out-maneuver them.  Throwing caution to the wind, Kowalski goes after a Dornier, damaging an engine and causing it to crash.  The Me 109 attacks Kowalski, killing him in three bursts! Disaster! The raid continues to North Weald, our base of operations, inflicting 2 damage on it.  RAF 21; Luftwaffe 26.  Bad decision on my part.

10:00  Debden.  There are no replacement Hurricanes available, so Clisby will have to fight the rest of the day by himself.  Stand by at Gravesend.  Four raiders appear in the north at a reported altitude of Angels 10.  Scramble.  The raiders overfly Manston.  Clisby climbs to Angels 10.  The raiders continue northwest.  Clisby climbs to Angels 15 and loiters near Canewdon.  The raiders crawl westward, passing north of the River Blackwater.  Clisby intercepts out of the sun.  The actual altitude is Angels 5, but fortunately there is a 109 on top cover at Angels 10.  Clisby dives on him.  He fails to get a firing position.  Both fighters converge on Clisby, but the first one, climbing to engage, is easily evaded.  The other 109 out-maneuvers Clisby, fires three bursts, but hitting only twice.  Unfortunately, both hits are on Clisby, who is killed.  The raid proceeds to Debden, which it plasters with five damage.  How quickly the tables have turned against the RAF.  My two best pilots killed in one day.  RAF 21; Luftwaffe 29.  
2:00  Palmer stands by at Gravesend.  Yet another raid appears—six aircraft at Angels 15 in the north.  I order Palmer to stand by.  I will scramble him only if Gravesend is threatened, or there is a chance at a return ambush.  The raid reaches Dunkirk Radar Station, bombing it for 2 damage.  Intelligence reports that another German Me 109 ace is back in action.  RAF 21; Luftwaffe 30.  

5:00  Stand by at Gravesend.  No raid.  

Thus ends “Black Friday”.  I repair one point of damage on North Weald and replace a Hurricane, so that the other new pilot, Holmwood, can fly.  

24 August  RAIN!!!! Thank God!! I repair North Weald completely and begin work on Dunkirk.  RAF 21; Luftwaffe 28.  

25 August  RAIN!!! Drake joins my reserve—another Hurricane pilot.  During the night, I complete repairs on both Dunkirk and Croydon.  RAF 21; Luftwaffe 25.  That’s more like it.  

26 August  RAIN!!! I repair some of the damage in South London.  The bad news now is that most of the other damage in England is substantial.  Hence, I will not be able to degrade a whole lot more of the Luftwaffe score.  The Luftwaffe recover all of their losses.  

27 August  RAIN!!! Almost done with clearing the damage in London.  

28 August  RAIN!!! I complete the repairs in London and begin to work on the damaged shipping.  RAF 21; Luftwaffe 22.  Ha! The Luftwaffe is reinforced with an Me 109.  

29 August  RAIN!!! Okay, now even I am getting depressed with the gloomy weather.  The shipping losses are almost recovered.  Two more Me 109s join the Luftwaffe.  

30 August  RAIN!!! I do a bit of repair work on Dover and Manston.  My strategy is to avoid completing repairs on eastern targets, so that the Germans will continue to come deep.  Then, toward the end of the campaign, I’ll quickly bring many facilities back.  An Me 110 joins the Luftwaffe.  

31 August  RAIN!!! More work on Manston.  Another Me 110 to the Luftwaffe.  

1 September  Waters—another Hurricane pilot—joins the reserve.  Richey will come out of the hospital on Wednesday.  The weather clears.  

7:00  Round Two begins.  Although I’ve lost my two aces, my advantage now is that the Germans have to come deep.  Of course, they have more fighters now, too.  I will still need some luck.  Stand by at Gravesend.  No raid.

10:00  Same orders.  A five plane raid appears in the south at reported Angels 15.  I order the pilots to stand by.  The raid moves toward Dunkirk.  The pilots stand by.  The raiders pass south of Dunkirk and head toward the emergency airfields.  I make the difficult decision to stay on the ground.  I don’t think the pilots would be able to intercept at an advantage if the raiders bomb the emergency airfields.  Probably a good decision.  Two Heinkels, two Dorniers, and the Me 109 ace bomb West Malling, for 6 damage.  RAF 21; Luftwaffe 24.

2:00  Okay.  Let’s turn up the heat.  Patrol over Rye at Angels 30.  No raid.

5:00  Same orders.  Four raiders are reported at Angels 5 near Dover.  I order the pilots to dive to Angels 10 and loiter west of Lympne.  The raid heads for Rye.  I order the pilots to parallel.  Even if the Germans hit Rye, the damage won’t justify intercepting at a disadvantage.  The raid maneuvers to the north of Rye.  Since the radar net is safe, I order the pilots to stay ahead of the raid to let them get deeper.  The Germans reach the River Medway, and I order the fighters to intercept.  I don’t want to risk damage to London.  The raiders are at Angels 5, with top cover at Angels 10.  The Me 109 ace and a 110 are the escorts.  Tough fight ahead.  Palmer dives on the 110, getting two bursts in and hitting an engine, the pilot, and the gunner, forcing the aircraft to ditch for Palmer’s first kill.  Holmwood doesn’t even come close to firing at the ace.  The ace appears behind Holmwood and kills him in two bursts.  Palmer breaks off.  The raid continues to London and inflicts 2 damage there.  RAF 22; Luftwaffe 28.

During the night, I repair the Hurricane and put out some of the London fires.

2 September  Weather is clear.  

7:00  Stand by at Gravesend.  No raid.

10:00  Same orders.  No raid.

2:00  Patrol over Rye at Angels 30.  No raid.

5:00  Same orders.  Four raiders at Angels 20 appear in the north.  The fighters drop to Angels 25 and move slowly toward Dunkirk.  The raid proceeds to Manston.  The raid moves toward Eastchurch, where the fighters are waiting.  I order the intercept.  To come in from the sun, they will have to go head-on.  The raiders are at Angels 20, but there is a top cover 109 at 25.  In order to avoid the return fire, the pilots dive—Palmer on a Junker 88, and Waters on a Heinkel.  Palmer hits both engines, forcing the Junker to break off and crash in the Channel for his second kill.  Waters kills the pilot of the Heinkel, getting his first kill.  The Me 109 dives on Waters, damaging his frame.  Palmer turns on the Dornier, damaging it engine, wounding the pilot and the gunner.  The bomber breaks off and makes it back to France.  The intended target is saved.  Unbelievably, Waters gets in two bursts against the 109, damaging its engine and forcing it to ditch in the Channel for his second kill.  Well done, lads! RAF 25; Luftwaffe 28.
During the night, I put out the fires in London and start work on restoring Redhill.  RAF 25; Luftwaffe 25.
3 September  Weather is clear.

7:00  Stand by at Gravesend.  No raid.

10:00  Same orders.  Five raiders appear in the south at Angels 10.  Stand by.  The raiders head north and appear to be passing by the radar network.  Scramble.  The raiders head for Kent.  The fighters climb to Angels 10 and fly east to get up-sun.  The raiders move against Rochester.  There turns out to be four fighters and only one Dornier.  They attempt to bomb the airbase, but the AA guns drive them off.  I decide not to intercept.  The ace was there.

2:00  Stand by at Gravesend.  No raid.  

5:00  Patrol over Rye at Angels 30.  Four raiders appear at Angels 20 in the south.  It appears the raiders are heading for Pevensey or Rye.  The fighters drop to Angels 25 and stay ahead of the raid, which passes between Rye and Pevensey.  As the raid passes into Sussex, I order the pilots to intercept.  There are three bombers at 20, and a top cover 109 at Angels 25.  The two pilots dive on the Heinkels.  Palmer destroys the Heinkel’s engine with three bursts (return fire missed) for his third kill.  Waters fires three bursts at the other Heinkel, killing the gunner and hitting the frame.  The Me 109 dives on Palmer, getting in one burst which damages the frame.  Palmer then turns on the damaged Heinkel, destroying the frame in two bursts for his fourth kill.  Waters attacks the remaining bomber (a Dornier) and destroys its engine, for his third kill (return fire misses).  The intended target is safe.  The Me 109 now goes after Waters, but fails to get a firing position!  The pilots break off.  RAF 28; Luftwaffe 25.  And I’m winning.

During the night, we clean up Redhill, but it’s still not functional.  

4 September  Richey leaves the hospital.  Weather is clear.  

7:00  Stand by at Gravesend.  Five raiders at Angels 15 appear in the south.  The raiders do 3 damage to Pevensey and return to France.  I did not intercept.  

10:00  Same orders.  No raid.  

2:00 – Thameshaven.  Patrol over Rye at Angels 30.  Five raiders appear in the north at Angels 10.  The raiders move south of Manston and may be headed for Dunkirk.  The fighters drop to Angels 15 and move north.  The raid heads for the mouth of the Thames.  The fighters loiter nearby.  As the raid continues up the Thames, the fighters intercept.  But the raiders are at Angels 5, and the fighters lose contact.  The raid continues to Thameshaven, but there is only one Dornier, so the damage is slight.  RAF 28; Luftwaffe 28.  
5:00  Patrol over Pevensey at Angels 30.  Four raiders appear at Angels 10 in the north.  They fly south of Manston…headed for Dunkirk? The fighters drop to Angels 15 and make a beeline to Dunkirk.  The raid bypasses Dunkirk and heads northwest.  The fighters fly a parallel course, and the raid flies over Rochford.  Rather than risk a head-on against an unknown target, I order the pilots to let the raid proceed.  The raiders proceed westward, and I order the pilots to intercept.  The raiders are at Angels 10 (a Dornier and a Junker 88), with an Me 110 divebomber at Angels 5, and another 110 on top cover at Angels 15.  The pilots dive out of the sun on the bombers.  Palmer dives on the Dornier, killing the pilot for his fifth kill (return fire missed).  Waters fires three bursts at the Junker 88, damaging both engines and wounding the gunner, causing it to crash for his fourth kill.  The gamble paid off.  The Me 110 dives on Palmer, but Palmer easily outmaneuvers him.  Palmer drops the Me 110 easily by destroying its frame and wounding the gunner.  Waters dives on the divebomber, getting only one hit, which fortunately damaged an engine, causing the bomber to break off and crash for Waters’ fifth kill (return fire missed).  Another raid totally destroyed prior to target! RAF 32; Luftwaffe 28.
During the night, I put the fires out in Thameshaven and almost complete repair of Redhill.  RAF 32; Luftwaffe 26.
5 September  Weather is clear.  

7:00  Stand by at Gravesend.  No raid.

10:00  Same orders.  No raid.

2:00  Patrol over Rye at Angels 25.  No raid.

5:00  Same orders.  Six raiders appear in the north at Angels 10.  They proceed to Manston.  The fighters drop to Angels 15 and fly north.  The raid continues northwest, and the fighters fly to Rochford.  The raiders fly to Canewdon and commence their run.  They are actually at Angels 20 with two fighters, three on top cover at Angels 25, and an Me 110 divebomber at Angels 5.  They get 1 damage against the radar.  Of note:  all aircraft are fast-movers, which will complicate any interception attempt.  I order the pilots to drop to Angels 10 and fly east to set up an ambush on the divebomber.  The raid begins its journey home.  I intercept out of the sun and pounce on the divebomber.  Palmer drops the divebomber with five bursts.  The German fighters miss the action completely.  It was about the best I could do with the situation.  RAF 33; Luftwaffe 27.

During the night I repair both Redhill and Canewdon.  RAF 33; Luftwaffe 24.
6 September  Weather clear.  

7:00  Stand by at Gravesend.  No raid.

10:00  Patrol over Rye at Angels 25.  Five raiders appear near Dover at Angels 15.  They overfly Hawkinge.  There is a 33% chance that they are headed for Dunkirk, but I don’t want to intercept this close to France and when there are so many German fighter escorts.  I drop to Angels 20 and fly a parallel course.  The raid bypasses Dunkirk and heads west.  I order interception.  The raid consists of two Dorniers and a Junker 88 at Angels 15, and two 109s on top cover at Angels 20.  I play it conservatively and order the pilots to engage the fighters, figuring I have a 50% chance to down one of them.  Palmer destroys his 109 with two bursts.  Waters fails to get a firing position.  The 109 turns on Palmer but, thanks to Waters as his wing man, Palmer evades.  Unfortunately, the raiders manage to break contact.  The pilots pancake at Croydon.  The raiders bomb Eastchurch for four damage.  RAF 34; Luftwaffe 26.

2:00  Patrol over Rye at Angels 25.  Four raiders appear in the north at Angels 10.  The raid flies south of Manston, again threatening Dunkirk.  The fighters dropped to Angels 15 and flew west of Dunkirk.  The raid went northwest, and the fighters paralleled.  The raiders attacked Canewdon.  A Heinkel and a Junker 88 were at Angels 10, with a 109 and an Me 110 at top cover.  The pilots opt for a conservative approach and go after the escorts, but neither can get a firing position.  The Me 110 goes after Palmer but can’t get a firing position.  The Me 109, however, kills Waters in two bursts.  Palmer breaks off and lands at Gravesend.  The raid continues to North Weald, where the bombers do 4 damage.  RAF 34; Luftwaffe 29.

5:00  Palmer is on his own for the rest of the day.  He stands by at Gravesend.  Six raiders appear in the south at Angels 15.  The raid hits Rye Radar Station, inflicting 3 damage.  RAF 34; Luftwaffe 30.

During the night, I repair Spitfire 2 for Richey.  I repair a point of damage on Pevensey.  

7 September  Weather is clear.

7:00  Stand by at Gravesend.  No raid.

10:00  Same orders.  No raid.

2:00  Patrol at Angels 25 over Pevensey.  A five plane raid appears near Dover at Angels 25.  The raid proceeds to Eastchurch.  The fighters climb to Angels 30 and head north.  The raid flies to Rochford, as the fighters close the distance.  Bypassing Thameshaven, the raiders fly into Essex.  The pilots intercept from the sun.  The raiders are at Angels 25 with a Dornier, two Heinkels, a 109, and a 110.  The 109 is an ace.  Richey dives on the ace, but fails to get a firing position.  Palmer also fails against the 110.  The escorts fight back but also fail to get a burst off.  Richey fires two bursts at the ace, damaging his engine and causing him to crash.  Palmer still can’t hit the 110.  The 110 attacks Richey but can’t get anywhere close to firing.  The pilots ignore the 110 and go for the Heinkels.  Richey fires two bursts, damaging an engine and dropping the Heinkel into the Channel.  Palmer attacks the Heinkel but manages only to damage the frame.  The 110 goes for Palmer but can’t get him.  The fighters lose contact.  The raiders proceed to bomb north London.  RAF 36; Luftwaffe 33.

5:00  Same orders.  Four raiders appear near Dover at Angels 10.  The raiders fly to Dunkirk, doing 1 damage.  The fighters fly toward Dover, but the raiders escape to France.  RAF 36; Luftwaffe 34.
During the night, I repair Dunkirk and one point of damage on Pevensey.  RAF 36; Luftwaffe 33.
8 September  Stone joins the reserve.  Weather clear.

